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Were 1 to pray for a taste which should stand me in stead under 
every variety of circmnstancesj and be a source of liappiness and 
cheerfulness to me during life, and a shield against its ills, liowevei* 
things might go amiss and the world frown upon me, it would be a 

taste for reading Give a man this taste, and the means of 

gratiiying it, and you can liardly fail of making him a happy man ; 
unless, indeed, you put into his hands a most perverse selection of 
books. You place him in contact with the best society in every 
period of history, — with the wisest, the wittiest, the tenderest, the 
bravest, and the purest charaeters wlio liave adorned humanity. You 
make him a denizen of all nations, a contemporary of all ages. The 
world has been created for him.” — SiE John Herschel. Address 
m the opening of the Eton Librarpt ISSS. 





AD?EETISEMENT TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

Ten years have elapsed since this translation first 
issued from the press. A long abode in Germany, and 
a more extensive acquaintance with German literature, 
have convinced me, that the estimate I had formed of the 
genius of the eminent personage who forms the subject of 
the following memoir, as well as of the moral and in- 
tellectual influence he exerted over his age, was not 
exaggerated. In many departments of letters and phi- 
losophy, I perceived the deep traces which this remark- 
able spirit had left in its passage. From enlightened 
Germans, Protestant as well as Catholic, in conversation 
as well as in print, I have heard him styled, “ one of the. 
profoundest thinkers our country ever produced.” 

At Bonn, I had the honour of becoming acquainted 
with his celebrated brother, A. W. von Schlegel, whose 
recent loss the literary world still deplores, and who had 
preserved in his advanced age so much of the vigour 
of his great intellectual powers. There also I formed a 
friendship with the late excellent Dr.Windischmann,* who 
had been F. SchlegeFs most intimate friend, and whose 
extensive learning and deep philosophic views, were only 
equalled by his fervent piety. Later, I learned to know 

* Dr. Wiiidischmann was Catholic Professor of Philosophy at the 
imiversity of Bonn. His most celebrated work is the “ History of 
Keligioti and Philosophy in China and India.” He was nominated 
to tile chair of philosophy at Bonn, in the year 1818 , when the 
university was founded; and no nomination reflected more credit 
on the government of the late King of Prussia, or aflbrded more 
satisfaction to his Rhenish subjects. By the statutes of the mixed 
universities of Bonn and Breslau, the Catholic and Protestant 
churches, are each entitled to their respective faciilti^ of theology, 
and to "'their several chairs of philosophy and history. The other 
{.'refessorships may he occtjpied indifferently by Catholics and Pro- 
testants. By an arbitrary measure of the late King of Prussia, the 
Catholic chair of history at Bono was allowed to remain vacant for 
the space of liftecn years; but his enlightened successor, on his ac» 
cession to the throne, repaired this injustice. 

■ ■. 
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that distinguished artist, Veith, who has married a rela« 
tive of F, SchlegeFs; as also the learned Dr. William 
von Schiite, who had been intimately acquainted with 
him from his youth. From these eminent men I learned 
intercteiing particulars respecting the subject of the pre- 
ceding memoir. 

I said once to Dr. Windischmann, “ I thought there 
was in Frederick Schlegel stuff* enough to produce two 
or three great geniuses.” “ You are right,” he replied. 
His last works, “The Philosophy of Life,” “ The Phi- 
losophy of History,” and “ The Philosophy of Language,” 
were only the prelude, or the porch, to a vaster system 
of philosophy. Of this I have discovered the traces in 
his papers, which have been confided to my care. Years 
ago, when I wrote to him, that the world was looking 
for some other great work from his hands, he replied : 
“ I am working under ground.” “ The truth of this 
remark,” continued Dr. w indischmann, “ I now per- 
ceive.” 

I knew only one eminent man, who though a great ad- 
mirer of the aesthetic and historical works of F. Schlegel, 
yet underrated his metaphysical writings. This was a 
Catholic theologian, distinguished for his great dialectic 
skill, and whose favourite philosopher was our country- 
man, Duns Scotus, the Doctor suhtilis of the Middle 
Age. Now the talent of dialectic ratiocination was the 
least conspicuous of F, SchlegeFs intellectual qualities. 
This was, perhaps, the only gift, which Nature had dealt 
out with a more niggard hand to her much-favoured 
child. For this great writer, whose works are a vast 
repertory of thoughts, hints, perceptions, and views, on 
:esthetics, history, theology, and metaphysics — ^wliose me- 
mory was stored with the riches of all climes, whose 
imagination was so vigorous, whose understanding was 
profound even to mystical intuition — this great writer 
seemed not to possess the power of constructing a phi 
Josophical system, fastened and bound in by a long chain 
of reasoning. Hence he has not founded a metaphy- 
sical school. And in the philosophic contest, which for 
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tlie last twenty-five years lias been going on in Gep 
jxiany — a contest wliicli, on the part of the Pantheistic 
Hegel and his followers, as well as of their Ojiristiaii 
adversaries, has been conducted in rigid dialectic forms 
—his influence has, consequently, been less perceptible. 
But in opposition to the opinion adverted to above, we 
may cite the authority of the most philosophic spirits 
of Germany — Staudenmaier (another eminent Catholic 
divine), Molitor, Windischmann, Papst, and others, 
who have rendered full justice to the richness, variety, 
and depth of F. Sclilegers metaphysical views. Had 
his genius been more dialectic,^ it would, probably, 
have been less flexible, less plastic, and less universal; 
for, in man’s limited capacity, there are some talents 
which seem mutually incompatible. But if less distin- 
guished for logical precision, he has, like his brother, 
never been surpassed in the art of rhetorical method or 
arrangement. 

In the foregoing memoir his poetry was not sufficiently 
appreciated. His religious poems, above all, are particu- 
larly beautiful, and are marked by that earnest, thoughtful 
tone, which runs through all his compositions. 

In respect to his personal life, I have one mistake to 
correct. It was not in the year 1805, but in 1808, that 
F. Schlegel was received into the bosom of the Catholic 
Church. Prior to taking this important step, he devoted, 
says Professor Windischmann,* days and nights to the 
study of the Fathers. In his early days, when he pro- 
fessed philosophy at the University of Jena, and enjoyed 
the society of a circle of most distinguished men, composed 
of Ms brother, Novalis, Tieck, Ritter, Fichte, Schelling, 
Schleiermacher, and occasionally Gbthe ; he was fre- 
quently questioned as to his religious opinions, but he 
invariably replied, *' my answer is not yet ready.” On one 
occasion he declared in a letter to a friend ; “I regard the 
Catholic Church as the greatest historical authority on the 
earth.” Vague, undefined, and unsettled as were his 

^ See the interestino: introduction he prefixed to F. Schlegefs 
posthumous works, published in 1837. 2 voU Bonn. 1837# 
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religious principles in early life, and led away as he then was 
by the pleasures of the world, still his strong love for Plato 
the most orthodox of heathens,— his fervid passion for 
Art in all her forms — ^liis spirit of historical research, which 
acted as a counterpoise to his metaphysical speculations ; 
lastly, his eminent sobriety of judgment, served to guard 
him not only against the vulgar rationalism, but against 
those more seductive errors of a subtle Pantheism, which 
then fascinated many of the eminent men with whom he 
associated. Though he then delighted in the writings of 
that extraordinary mystic, Jacob Behmen, he knew, as 
his early philosophical lectures show, how to distinguish 
what was sound and excellent in them from what was 
erroneous and dangerous. 

One of the most amiable traits in this great man’s cha- 
racter, and which he shared with his illustrious friend, 
Count Stolherg, was an unfailing sweetness of charity. 
A harsh, intemperate, acrimonious zeal was not only ab- 
horrent from his nature, but was regarded by him as most 
detrimental to the best interests of religion. 

Great as was the influence of liis writings over the god- 
less generation, in which his destiny was cast, that influence 
is likely to increase in the better times that have succeeded ; 
and the homage which he wrung from many a reluctant 
contemporary, will be cheerfully and spontaneously ac.- 
corded to him by an unanimous posterity 

Oc/ober, 1845, 
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TriE most important subject, and the first problem of 
pliilosopliy, is the restoration in man of the lost image of 
G'od; so far as' this, relates to science. 

Should this restoration in the internal consciousness be 
fully uiidei‘stood, and really brought about, the object of 
pure pliilosopliy is attained. 

To point out historically In reference to the whole 
human race, and in the outward conduct and experience 
of life, the progress of this restoration in the various 

f ieriods of the world, constitutes the object of the “ Plii- 
osopliy of History.” 

In this way, we shall clearly see how, in the first ages 
of the world, the original word of Divine revelation 
formed the firm centrm point of faith for the future re- 
union of the dispersed race of man ; how later, amid the 
various power, intellectual as well as political, which, in 
the middle period of the world, all-ruling nations exerted 
on their times according to the measure allotted to them, 
it was alone the power of eternal love in the Christian 
religion which truly emancipated and redeemed manidnd : 
and how, lastly, the pure light of this Divine truth, 
universally diffused through the world, and through all 
science — the term of all Christian hope, and Divine 
promise, whose fulfilment is reserved for the last period 
of consummation — crowns in conclusion the pi'ogress of 
this restoration. 
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Why the progress of this restoration in liuman historyj 
according to the word, the power, and the light of God, 
as well as the struggle against all that was opposed to 
this Divine principle in humanity, can fee clearly aescribed 
and pointed out only by a vivid sketch of the different 
nations, and particular periods of the world; I have 
alleged the reasons in various passages of the present 
work. With this view, I have, for the purpose of my 
present undertaking, availed myself, as far as these disco- 
veries lay within my reach, of the rich acquisitions which 
the recent historical researches of the last ten years have 
furnished for the better understanding of the primitive 
world, its spirit, its languages, and its monuments. 
Besides the well-known names mentioned with gratitude 
in the text, of Charapollion, Abel Remusat, Colebrooke, 
my brother, Augustus William Von Sclilegel, the two 
Barons Humboldt; and for what relates to Natural His- 
tory, G. H. Schubert ; I have to name with tlie utmost 
commendation for the section on China, Windischmann’s 
Philosophy and for what relates to the Hebrew Tradi- 
tions, drawn from the esoteric doctrines and other Jewish 
sources of information, which are here most copiously 
used, I have been much indebted to a very valuable work 
which appeared at Frankfort, 1827, entitled, ** The Phi- 
losophy of Tradition,*' and which reflects the highest 
honour on its anonymous author.=^ To these I might add 
the names of Niebuhr, and Raumer ; but in the later 
periods of history we are not so much concerned about 
new researches on certain special points as about a right 
comparison of things already known, and a just conception 
of the whole. In the Philosophy of History," historical 
events can and ought to be not so much matter of‘ dis- 
cussion, as matter for example and illustration; and if on 
those points, where the researches of the learned into 
antiquity are as yet incomplete, any historical particulars 
* The author is BOW known to he Professor Molitor. The second 
part of this work has just appeared in Germany.— 
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slioiild, in despite of my utmost diligence, have been imper^ 
fectly conceived or represented, yet the main result, I 
trust, will ill no case be thereby materially impaired. 

Tile following sketch of the subject will show the order 
of the Lectures, and give a general insight into the plan 
of the work. The first two Lectures embrace, along with 
the Introduction, the question of man^s relation towards 
the earth, the division of mankind into several nations, 
and the two-fold condition of humanity in the primitive 
world. 

Tlie subjects discussed in the seven succeeding Lectures 
are as follows — the antiquity of China, and the geneiai 
system oi* her empire — the mental culture, moral and 
political institutions and philosophy of the Hindoos — the 
science and corruption of Egvpt— the selection of the 
Hebrew people for the maintenance of Divine revelation 
ill its purity — the destinies and special guidance of that 
nation — next, an account of those nations of classical 
antiquity, to whom ivere assigned a mighty historical 
power, and a jiaraiTiount influence over the world — such 
as the Persians, with their Nature-worship, their manners, 
and their conquests — the Greeks, with the spirit of their 
science, and dominion — and the Romans, together with 
the universal empire which they were the first to establish 
in Europe. The next five Lectures treat of Christianity, 
its consolidation and wider diffusion throughout the world 
— of the emigration of the German tribes, and its con- 
sequences — and of tlie Saracenic empire in the brilliant 
age of the first Caliphs. Then follows an account of the 
various epochs and the various stages of the progress 
which the modern European nations have made in science 
and civil polity, according to their use and application of 
tlie light of truth, vouchsafed to tliem. So the subjects 
I'lere treated are — the establishment of a Christian imperial 
dignity in the old German empire— the great schism of 
the West, and the struggles of the middle age and the 
period of the Crusades down to the discovery of the New 
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World, aBd the new awakenmg of science. The three 
following Lectnres are deyoted to the Religions Wars, the 
period of Illunixnism, and the time of the French Revo- 
iution* 

The eighteenth and concluding Lecture turns on the 
prevailing spirit of the age, and on the universal rege- 
neration of society. 

We have yet to make the following observations with 
respect to this undertaking, in which we have attempted 
to lay the foundations of a new general Philosophy. 

The first awakening and excitement of human con- 
sciousness to the true perception and knowledge of truth 
has been already unfolded in my work on the “ Philosophy 
of Life.”^ 

To point out now the progressive restoration in human- 
ity of the effaced image of God, according to the gra- 
dation of grace in the vaiious periods of the world, from 
the revelation of the beginning, down to the middle 
revelation of redemption and love, and from the latter to 
the last consummation, is the object of this “ Philosophy 
of History.*’ 

A third work, treating of the science of thought in 
the department of faith and nature, will, with more 
immediate reference to the Philosophy of Language, 
comprehend the complete restoration of consciousness, 
according to the triple divine principle. 

It is iny wish that this work should, as soon as circum- 
stances will permit, speedily follow the two works “ The 
Phiiosophy of Idfe,” and ‘‘ The Philosophy of History/* 
BOW presented to the Public. 


fkmmt Sept* 1828 * 
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Iisr the following sketch of the literary life of the late 
Ftederick Von Schlegel, it is the intention of the ^writer 
to take a rapid review of that author’s principal produc- 
tions, noticing the circumstances out of which they grew, 
and the iniiuence tliey exerted on his age ; giving, at the 
same, time a fuller analysis of his political and metaphysi- 
cal systems : — an analysis which is useful, nay almost ne- 
cessary to the elucidation of very many passages in the 
work, to which this memoir is prefixed. Of the inade- 
quacy of his powers to the due execution of such a task, 
none can be more fully sensible than the writer himself ; 
but he trusts that he will experience from the kindness of 
tlie reader, an indulgence proportionate to the difficulty 
of the undertaking. 

In oflbring to the British public a translation of one of 
the last works of one among the most illustrious of 
(ifcrman writers, the translator is aware, that after the 
excellent translation which appeared in 1818 of this 
author’s ‘‘History of Literature,*’ and also after the ad- 

B ■ ■ ' ■ 



2 


THE LITERARY LIFE OF 

mirable traiisktion of his brother’s “Lectures on Drama- 
tic Literature,’^ by Mr. Black, his own performance must 
appear in a very disadvantageous point of view. But 
this is a circumstance which only gives it additional claims 
to indulgent consideration. 

The family of the Schlegels seem to have been peculiarly 
favoured by the Muses. Ellas Schlegel, a member of 
this family, was a distinguished dramatic writer in his 
own time : and some of his plays are, I believe, acted in 
Germany at the present day. Adolphus Schlegel, the 
lather of the subject of the present biography, was a 
minister of the Lutheran church, distinguished for his li- 
terary talents, and particularly for eloquence in the pulpit. 
His eldest son, Charles Augustus Schlegel, entered wnth 
the Hanoverian regiment to which he belonged into the 
service of our East India Company, and had begun to 
prosecute with success his studies in Sanscrit literature — 
a field of knowledge in which his brothers have since ob- 
tained so much distinction — when his youthful career was 
unhappily terminated by the hand of death. Augustus 
William Schlegel, the second son, who was destined to 
carry to so IiigTi a pitch the literary glory of his family, 
was born at Hanover, in 1769— a year so propitious to 
the birth of genius. Frederick Schlegel was born at 
Hanover, in 1772. Though destined for commerce, he 
received a highly classical education ; and in his sixteenth 
prevailed on his father to allow him to devote 
himself to the Belles Lettres. After completing his 
academical course at Gottingen and Leipzig, he rejoined 
Ills brother, and became associated with him in his li- 
terary iaboui*s. He has himself given us the interesting pic- 
ture of Ids own mind at this early period. “ In my first 
youth,” says he, “from the age of seventeen and upwards, 
tlic writings of Plato, the Greek tragedians, and Winkcl- 
mami’s enthusiastic works, formed the intellectual world 
in which I lived, and where I often strove in a youthful 
manner, to represent to my soul the ideas and images of 
ancient gods and heroes. In the year 1789, I was en- 
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•iblecl, for the first time, to gratify niy inclination in that 
capital so highly refined hy art — Dresden ; and I was as 
much surprised as delighted to see really before me those 
antique figures of gods I had so long desired to heliokh 
Among these I often tarried for hours, especially in the 
incoraparahle collection of Mengs’s casts, which were then 
to be found, disposed in a state of little order in the 
Brolil garden, where I often let myself be shut up, in 
order to remain without interruption. It was not the 
consummate beauty of form alone, which satisfied and 
even exceeded the expectation I had secretly formed ; but 
it was still more the life— the animation in those Olympic 
marbles, which excited my astonishment ; for the latter 
qualities I had been less able to picture to myself in my 
solitary ransings. These first indelible impressions were 
in succa?eding years, the firm, enduring groundwYork for 
my study oi‘ classical antiquity.”''^ Here he found the 
sacred fire at which his genius lit the torch, destined to 
blaze throiigdi his life with inextinguishable brightness. 

He commenced his literary career in 1794, with a short 
essay on the different schools of Greek poetry. It is cu- 
rious to watch ill this little piece the buddings of his 
mind. Here we see, as it were, the germ of the first part 
of the great work on ancient and modern literature, 
which he published nearly twenty years afterwards. We 
are astonished to find in a youth of twenty-two an erudi- 
tion so extensive — an acquaintance not only with the 
more celebrated poets and pbilosophers of ancient Greece, 
but also with the obscure, recondite Alexandrian poets, 
known to comparatively few scholars even of a maturer 
age. We admire, too, the clearness of analytic arrange- 
ment — tlie admirable method of classification, in which 
the author and his brother have ever so far outshone the 
generality of German writers. Tlie essay displays, also, a 
delicacy of observation and an originality of views, which 
amioimce the great critic. It is, in short, the labour of 
an infant Hercules. 

* Sammtiiche Werke, Vorrede, p. 8, vol. 6. 

B 2 
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As this essay gives piomise of a mighty critic, so 
two treatises, which the author wrote in the following 
years, 1795 and 1796— one entitled >‘Diotima,” and 
which treats of the condition of the female sex in ancient 
Greece — the other, a parallel between Cmsar and Alexan- 
der, not published, however, till twenty-six years after- 
wards— both show the dawnings of his great historical 
genius. Rarely have the promises of youth been so amply 
fulfilled — rarely has the green foliage of spring been fol- 
lowed by fruits so rich and abundant. It is interesting 
to observe the fine, organic development of Schlegefs 
mental powers — to trace in these early productions, the 
germs of those great historical works which it wms re- 
served for his manhood and age to achieve. In the latter 
and most remarkable of these essays, he examines the 
respective merits of Cassar and Alexander, considered as 
men, as generals, and as statesmen. To the Macedonian 
he assigns greater tenderness of, feeling, a more generous 
and lofty disinterestedness of character — and a finer power 
of perception for the beauties of art. To the Roman he 
ascribes greater coolness and sobriety of judgment, an 
extraordinary degree of self-control, a mind tenacious of 
its purpose, but careless as to the means by which it was 
accomplished, an exquisite sense of fitness and propriety 
in the smallest as in the greatest things, yet little suscep- 
tibility for the beautiful in art. With respect to military 
genius, he shows that Csesar united to the fire and rapid- 
ity of the Macedonian, greater constancy and perseverance ; 
yet that the temerity of Alexander was not always the 
effect of. impetuous passion, but sometimes the result at 
once of situation and deliberate reflection. As regards 
the political capacities of these two great conquerors, he 
shows that Cassar possessed an over-mastering ascendency 
over the minds of men— the talent of guiding their wills, 
and making them subservient to his own views and inter- 
ests — ^in short, a consummate skill in the tactics of a 
party-leader. Yet he thinks him destitute of the wisdom 
of a law-giver, or what he emnhatically calls, the orgemk 
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genhis of date— iixQ ^^o^YQX to found, or renovate a consti- 
tution. To Alexander, on tlie contrary, lie attributes the 
plastic genius of legislation— the will and the ability to 
diffuse among nations the blessings of civilisation — to plant 
cities, and establish free, flourishing, and permanent com- 
munities. 

In the year 1797, Schlegel published his first import- 
ant work, entitled “ the Greeks and the Romans.'^ This 
work was, two or three years afterwards, followed by an- 
other, entitled “ History of Greek Poetry.” These two 
ivri tings in their original form are no longer to be met 
with — for in the new edition of the author's works, they 
not only have undergone various alterations and additions, 
but have been, as it were, melted into one work. Win- 
kclmann’s history of art vras the model wdiich Schlegel 
proposed to himself in this history of Greek poetry; and 
we must allow that the noble school which that illustrious 
man, as well as Lessing, Herder, and Goethe, had founded 
ill Germany, never received a richer acquisition than in 
the work here spoken of Prior to the illustrious writers 
I have named, Germany had produced a multitude of 
scholars distinguished for profound learning and critical 
acuteness; but tlieir labours may be considered as only 
ancillary and preliminary to the works of men wdio, with 
an erudition and a perspicacity never surpassed, united a 
poetical sense and a philosophic discernment that could 
catch the spirit of antiquity, reanimate her foiins, and 
place them in all their living freshness before our eyes. 

In the first chapter of the “ History of Greek Poetry,” 
Schlegel speaks of the religious rites and mysteries of the 
primitive Greeks, and of the Orphic poetry to which they 
gave rise. Contrary to the opinion of many scholars wdio, 
though they admit the present form of the Orphic hymns 
to be die work of a later period, yet refer their substance 
to a very remote antiquity, Schlegel assigns their origin to 
the age of Hesiod. “ Enthusiasm,” he says, “ is the cha- 
racteristic of the Orphic poetry — repose that of the Ho- 
meric poems.” His observations, however, on the early 
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religion of tke Greeks, form, in my hmnTble opinion, the 
least satisfactory portion of this work. He next gives an 
interesting account of the state of society in Greece in the 
age of Homer, as well as in the one preceeding, and shows 
by a long process of inductive evidence, how the Homeric 
poetry was the crown and perfection of a long series of 
Bardic poems. 

He then examines, at great length, the opinions of the 
ancients from the earliest Greek to the latest Roman 
critics, on the plan, the diction, and poetical merits of the 
Iliad and the Odyssey; interweaving in this review of an- 
cient criticism his own remarks, whidi serve either to correct 
the errors, supply the deficiencies, or illustrate the wisdom 
of those ancient judges of art. After this survey of an* 
cient criticism, he proceeds to point out some of the cha- 
racteristic features of the Homeric poems. He inquires 
what is understood natural poetry, or the poetry of 
nature ; shows that it is perfectly compatible with art — 
that there is a wide difference between the natural and 
the rude — that Homer is distinguished as much for deli- 
cacy of perception, accuracy of delineation, and sagacity 
of judgment, as for fertility of fancy and energy of passion. 
The author next passes in review the Hesiodic epos, the 
middle epos, or the works of the Cyclic poets, and lastly, 
the productions of the Ionic, iEolic, and Doric schools of 
lyric poetry. The fragments on the lyric poetry of Greece 
are particularly beautiful, and comprise not only excellent 
criticisms, on the genius of the dijfferent lyrists themselves, 
])ut also most interesting observations on the character, 
manners, and social institutions, of the races that composed 
the Hellenic confederacy. 

It was Schlegefs intention to have given a complete 
history of Greek poetry ; but the execution of this task 
was abandoned, not from any want of perseverance, as 
some have imagined, but from some peculiar circumstances 
in the world of letters at that period. The literary scepti- 
cism of Wolf, supported with so much learning and ability, 
was then convulsing the German mind; and while the 
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purity of tlie Homeric text, and the unity and integrity 
of the Homeric poems themselves were so ably contested, 
Schlegel deemed it a hazardous task to attempt to draw 
public attention to any sesthetic inquiries on the elder 
Greek poetry. Hence the second part of this work, 
which treats of the lyric poets, remained unfinished. The 
general qualities, which must strike all in this history of 
Greek poetry are, a masterly acquaintance with classical 
literature --a ivariness and circumspection of judgment, 
rare in any writer, especially in one so young — a critical 
perspicacity, that draws its conclusions from the widest 
range of observation — and a poetic flexibility of fancy, 
that can transport itself into the remotest periods of anti- 
quity, In a word, the author analyses as a critic, feels as 
a poet, and observes like a philosopher. 

But a new career now expanded before the ardent 
mind of Schlegel. The enterprising spirit of British 
scholars had but twenty years before opened a new intel- 
lectual world to European inquiry; — a world many of 
wdiose spiritual productions, disguised in one shape or 
another, the W estern nations had for a long course of ages 
admired and enjoyed, ignorant as they were of the precise 
region from which they were brought. For the know- 
ledge of the Sanscrit tongue and literature — an event in 
literary importance inferior only to the revival of Greek 
learning, and in a religious and philosophic point of view, 
pregnant, perhaps, with greater results; — mankind have 
been indebted to the influence of British commerce; and 
it is not one of the least services which that commerce 
has rendered to the cause of civilisation. In the promo- 
tion of Sanscrit learning, the merchant princes of Britain 
emulated the noble zeal displayed four centuries before by 
the merchant princes of Florence, in the encouragement 
and diffusion of' Hellenic literature. By dint of promises 
and entreaties, they extorted from the Bi*ahmin the mys- 
tic key, which has opened to us so many wonders of the 
primitive world. And as a great Ghristian philosopher 
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of our age^ has observed, it is fortunate that India was 
not then under the dominion of the French ; for during 
the irreligioUwS fever which inflamed and inaddened that 
great people, their Insidious guides— those detestable 
sophists of the eighteenth century — would most assuredly 
have leagued with the Brahmins to suppress the truths to 
mutilate the ancient monuments of Sanscrit lore, and thus 
would have for ever poisoned the sources of Indian learn- 
ing, A British society was established at Calcutta— 
whose object it was to investigate the languages, historical 
antiquities, sciences, and religious and philosophical syS“ 
terns of Asia, and more especially of Hindostan. Sir 
William Jones— a name that will be revered as long as 
genius, learning, and Christian philosophy command the 
respect of mankind— was the soul of this entei’prise. He 
brought to the investigation of Indian literature and his- 
tory, a mind stored with the treasures of classical and 
Oriental scholarship— a spirit of indefatigable activity — 
and a clear, methodical, and capacious intellect. No man, 
too, so fully understood the religious bearings of these in- 
quiries, and had so well seized the whole subject of Asiatic 
antiquities in its connexion with the Bible. But at the 
period at which we have ariived, this great spirit had 
already taken its departure; nor in its flight had it dropped 
its mantle of inspiration on any of the former associates of 
its labours. For among the academicians of Calcutta^ 
though there were men of undoubted talent and learnings 
there were none who inherited the philosophic mind of 
Jones. At this period, too, the fanciful temerity of a 
Wilford was bringing discredit on tbe Indian researches — 
a temerity which would necessarily provoke a re-action, 
and lead, as in some recent instances, to a prosaic narrow- 
mindedness, that would seek to bring down tbc whole 
system of Indian civilisation to the dull level of its own 
vulgar conceptions. 

Schlegel saw that the moment was critical. He saw 
^ Count Maistre.— 'See his Soirees de St. Petersbourg/^ 
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that tlie edifice of Oriental learning, raised at the cost of so 
much labour by Sir William Jones, was in danger of 
falling to pieces— that all the mighty results which 
Christian philosophy had anticipated from these inquiries, 
would be, if not frustrated, at least indefinitely postponed 
— that a wild, uncritical, extravagant fancifulness on the 
one hand, or a dull and dogged Rationalism on the other 
— '(equally adverse as both are to the cause of historic 
truth) — would soon bring these researches into inextricable 
confusion; in short, that the time had arrived when they 
should be fairly brought before the more enlarged philo- 
sophy of Germany. Filled with this idea, and animated 
by that pure zeal for science, which is its own best reward, 
Schlegel resolved to betake him to the study of the 
Sanscrit tongue. But for the considerations I have 
ventured to suggest, such a resolution on the part of such 
a man w’-ould he surely calculated to excite regret : ^ve 
should he inclined to lament that a mind so original, 
already saturated with so much elegant literature and 
solid learning, should be thus doomed in the bloom of its 
existence, to consume years in the toilsome acquisition of 
the most difficult of all languages. 

In prosecution of his undertaking, Schlegel repaired in 
the year 1802 , to Paris, wdiich had been long celebrated 
for her professors in the Eastern tongues, and where the 
national library presented to the Oriental scholar, inex- 
haustible stores of wealth. Idere, with the able assistance 
of those distinguished Orientalists, M.M. de Langles and 
Chezy, Schlegel made considerable progress in the study 
of Persian and Sanscrit literature. But while engaged in 
these laborious pursuits, he contrives to find time to plunge 
into the then almost unexplored mines of Proven9al poesy 
— to undertake profound researches into the history of the 
middle age, and to deliver lectures on metaphysics in the 
French language. If these lectures did not meet with all 
the success which might have been hoped for, this cannot 
surprise us, wlien we consider that the gross materialism 
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wlilcli liad long weiglied on tlie Parisian mind, and from 
whicli it Avas then hut slowlj emerging, could ill accord 
Avith the lofty Platonism of the German ; nor Avhen Ave add 
to the disadvantage under which every one labours when 
speaking in a foreign tongue, the fact that nature had not 
favoured this extrordinary man with a happy delivery. 
From Paris, he Avrote a series of articles on the early 
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Provencal poetry. The 
article on Portuguese poetry is singularly beautiful, and 
contains, among other things, some remarks as ncAV as they 
are just, on the influence of climate and locality in the for- 
mation of dialects. It comprises, too, an admirable critique 
on the noble poem of the Lusiad, Avhich in allusion to the 
great national catastrophe that so soon followed on its pub- 
lication, and by Avhich the ancient power, energy, and 
glory of Portugal Avere for ever destroyed, he calls ‘Hhe 
swan-like cry of a people of heroes prior to its downfall.” 
This essay and others of the same period furnish also a 
proof how very soon Frederick Schlegel had framed his 
critical vieAvs and opinions on the various works of art. 
His aesthetic system seems to have been formed at a single 
cast — we might almost say, that from the head of this in- 
tellectual J ove, the Pallas of criticism had leaped all armed. 
His metaphysical theories, on the contrary, appear to have 
been slowly elaborated — to have undergone many modi- 
fications and improAmments in the lapse of years, and 
never to have been moulded into a form of perfect sym- 
metry, until the last years of his life. 

During his abode in France, he addressed to a friend in 
Germany, a series of beautiful letters on the different 
schools and epochs of Christian painting. The pictorial 
treasures of a large part of Europe were then concentrated 
in the French capital; and Schlegel, availing himself of 
this golden opportunity, gave an account of the A^arious 
master-pieces of modem art, contained in the public and 
private collections of Paris; interweaving in these notices, 
general views on the nature, object, and limits of Christian 
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painting. These letters the author has since revised and 
enlarged; and they now form one of the most delightful 
volumes in the general collection of his works. 

The three arts, sculpture, music, and painting, cor- 
respond, according to the author, to the t|iree parts ot 
human consciousness, the body- — the soul— and the mind. 
Sculpture, the most material of the fine arts, best repre- 
sents the beauty of form, and the properties of sense : 
Music explores and gives utterance to the deepest feelings 
of the human soul : but it is reserved for the most spiritual 
of the arts — Painting, to express all the mysteries of in- 
telligence — all the divine symbolism in nature and in 
man. He shows that the three arts have objects very 
distinct, and which must by no means be confounded. 
But the respective limits of these arts have not always 
been duly observed. Hence, confining his observation to 
painting, there are some artists, whom he calls sculpture- 
painters, like the great Angelo— others again musical 
painters, like Correggio and Murillo. 

The various schools of art — the elder Italian — the later 
Italian — the Spanish — the old German — and the Flemish, 
pass successively under review. The distinctive qualities 
of the mighty masters in each school— the fantastic and 
timly Dantesque wildness of Giotto — ^the soft outline 
of Perugino — the depth of feeling that characterises Leo- 
nardo da Vinci— the ideal beauty — the various, the 
infinite charm of Raphael— the gigantic conception of 
Angelo — the glowing reality of Titian — the harmonious 
elegance of Correggio — the bold vigour of Julio Romano 
— the noble effort of the Oaraccis to revive in a declining 
age the style of the great masters — the true Spanish ear- 
nestness and concentrated energy of Murillo- — the deep- 
toned piety of Velasquez— the profound and comprehensive 
understanding which distinguishes his own D’urer, whom 
he calls the Shakspeare of painting— the distinctive quali- 
ties of these great masters (to name but a few of the more 
eminent), are analysed with incomparable skill, and set 
forth Avith charming diction. I regret that the limits 
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::f this introductory memoir will not allow me to give an 
analysis of these enchanting letters ; but I cannot forbear 
observing in conclusion, that at the present moment, when 
there seems, to bean earnest wish on all sides to revive the 
higher art among ourselves, whoever would undertake a 
translation of these letters, would, I think, confer a service 
on the public generally, and on our artists in particular. 
To the friends and followers of art, such a work is the 
more necessary, as the illustrious author has, in a manner, 
taken up the subject where Winklemann had left off. 
These letters are followed by others equally admirable on 
Gothic architecture, where the characteristic qualities of 
the different epochs in the civil and ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture of the middle age are set forth with the same 
masterly powers of fancy and discrimination. This sublime 
art seemed to respond best to Sciilegel’s inmost feelings. 

But I am now approaching’ a passage in the life of 
Schlegel, which will be viewed in a different light, accord- 
ing to the different feelings and convictions of my readers. 
By some his conduct will he considered a blameable apos- 
tacy from the faith of his fathers— by others, a generous 
sacrifice of early prejudices on the altar of truth. To 
disguise my own approbation of his conduct, would be to 
do violence to my feelings, and wrong to my principles; 
hut to enter into a justification of his motives, would be 
to engage in a polemical discussion, most unseemly in an 
introduction to a work which is perfectly foreign to in- 
quiries of that nature. I shall therefore confine myself to 
a brief statement of facts : noticing, at the same time, the 
intellectual condition of the two great religious parties of 
Germany, immediately prior and subsequent to Schlegel’s 
change of religion. 

It was on his return from France in the year 180-5, 
and in the ancient city of Cologne, that the subject of 
this memoir was received into the bosom of the Catholic 
church. Tliere, in that venerable city, which was so 
often honoured hy the abode of the great founder of 
Christendom — -Charlemagne — which abounds with so 
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many moniunents of tlie arts, the learning, tine opu^ 
ieiice, and political greatness of tlie middle age — where 
the Christian Aristotle of the thirteenth century — Aquinas 
— had passed the first years of his academic course — there, 
in that venerable minster, too, one of the proudest monu- 
ments of Gothic architecture — was solemnised in the 
person of this illustrious man, the alliance between the 
ancient faith and modern science of Germany— an alli- 
ance that has been productive of such important conse- 
quences, and is yet pregnant with mightier results. 

The purity of the motives which directed Schlegel in 
this, the most important act of his life, few would be 
Ignorant or shameless enough to impeach. His station, 
his character — his virtues — all suffice to repel the very 
suspicion of unworthy motives; and the least x'eflection 
will show, that while in a country circumstanced like 
Germany, his change of religion could not procure for 
him greater honours and emoluments than, under any 
cii'cumstances, his genius would be certain to command ; 
that change would too surely expose him to obloquy, 
misrepresentation, and calumny — and what, to a heart so 
sensitive as his, must have been still more painful— the 
alienation perhaps of esteemed friends. Had he remained a 
Protestant, he would, instead of engaging in the service of 
Austria, have in all probability taken to that of Prussia, 
and there, doubtless, have received the same honours and 
distinctions which have been so deservingly bestowed on 
his illustrious brother. We may suppose, also, that a 
man of his mind and character, would not on slight and 
frivolous grounds, have taken a step so important; nor in 
a matter so momentous, have come to a decision, without 
a full and anxious investigation. In fact, his tlieological 
learning was extensive — he was well read in the ancient 
fathers — the schoolmen of the middle age, and the more 
eminent modern divines; and thoxigh I am not aware 
that he has devoted any special treatise to theology, yet 
the remarks scattered through his works, whether on 
Biblical exegesis, or dogmatic divinity, are so pregnant. 
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original, and profound, that we plainly see it was in h* 
power to have given the world a sy sterna tlieologicum^'’ 

no less masterly than that of his great predecessor — 
Leibnitz, The works of the early Greek fathers, indeed, 
he appears to have made a special object of scientific re- 
search, w^ell knowing what golden grains of philosophy 
may be picked up in that sacred stream. The conversion 
of Schlegel was hailed with enthusiasm by the Catholics 
of Germany. This event occurred, indeed, at a moment 
equally opportune to himself and to the Catholic body. 
To himself— -for though his noble mind would never have 
run a-ground amid the miserable shallows of Rationalism, 
yet had it not then taken refuge in the secure haven of 
Catholicism, it might have been sucked do\Yn in the 
rapid eddies of Pantheism. To the Catholic body in 
Germany, this event was no less opportune; and for the 
reasoits which shall now be stated. 

Germany, which in the middle age had produced so 
many distinguished poets, artists, and philosophers, was. 
at the Reformation, shorn of much of her intellectual 
strength. In the disastrous Thirty Years’ W ar, which that 
event brought about, she saw her universities robbed of 
their most distinguished ornaments, and the lights, which 
ought to have adorned her at home, shedding their lustre 
on foreign lands. The general languor and exhaustion of 
the German mind, consequent on that fearful and con- 
vulsive struggle, was apparent enough in the literature of 
the age, which ensued after the treaty of Westphalia. To 
these causes, which produced this general declension of 
German intellect, must be added one which specially 
applies to the Catholic portion of Germany. 

Every great abuse of human reason, by a natural revul- 
sion of feeling, inspires a certain dread and distrust of its 
powers. This has been more than once exemplified in the 
history of the church. So, at this momentous period, 
some of the German Catholic powers sought in obscu- 
rantism, a refuge and security against religious and poli- 
tical innovations, and denied to that science that encoii-^ 
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ragenicnt wliicli slie nad a right to look for at their 
hands: — a policy as infatuated as it is culpable, for, while 
ignorance draws down contempt and disgrace on religion, 
it begets in its turn, as a melancholy experience has 
proved, those very errors and that very unbelief, against 
which it was designed as a protection. 

Had the court of Austria acceded to the proposal of 
Leibnitz, for establishing at Vienna that academy of 
sciences which he afterwards succeeded in founding at 
Berlin, the glory of that great resuscitation of the Grerman 
mind, which occurred in the middle of the eighteenth 
century, would have then probably redounded to Catholic, 
rather than to Protestant Germany. But the German 
Catholics, though they started later in the career of intel- 
lectual improvement, have at length reached, and even 
outstripped, their Protestant brethren in the race. 

Three or four years before Schlegel embraced the Ca- 
tholic faith, the signal for a return to the ancient church 
was given by the illustrious Count Stolberg. The reli- 
gious impulse, which this great man imparted to Ger- 
man literature, was simultaneous with that Christian re- 
generation of philosophy, commenced in France by the 
Viscount de Bonald. And these two illustrious men, in 
the noble career which five-and-thirty years ago they 
opened in their respective countries, have been fallowed 
by a series of gigantic intellects, who have restored the 
empire of faith, regenerated art and science, and reno- 
vated, if I may so speak, the human mind itself.*' 

Forty years ago, the Catholics of Germany, as I said, 
were in a state of the most humiliating intellectual infe- 
riority to their Protestant brethren — -they could point to 
few writers of eminence in their own body — ^Protestant- 
ism was the lord of the ascendant in every department of 
German letters ; — and yet so well have the Catholics ein- 

* The aristocracy of French literature, and a splendid aristocracy 
it is, has been for the last twenty years decidedly Catholic. The 
enemies of the church are to be found almost exclusively in the 
bourgeoisie, and still more in the canaille, of that literature. 
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ployed tlie intervening time, that they now furnish the 
most valuable portion of a literature, in many respects the 
most valuable in Europe. In every branch of knowledge 
they can now show wiitei*s of the highest order. I'o 
name but a few of the most distinguished, they have pro- 
duced the two greatest Biblical critics of the age — Hug 
and Scholz— profound Biblical exegetists, li ke Alber , 
Ackermann, and, recently, Molitor, who has created a 
new era not only in Biblical literature, but in the Phi- 
losophy of History — divines, like Wiest, Dobmayer, 
Schwarz, Zimmer, Brenner, Liehermann, and Moehler, 
distinguished as they are for various and extensive learn- 
ing, and understandings as comprehensible as they are 
acute — an ecclesiastical historian pre-eminent for genius, 
erudition, and celestial suavity, like Count Stolberg — “phi- 
losophic arch apologists, like Hammer and Schlosser- — ^ad- 
mirable publicists, like Gents, Adam Muller, and the 
Swiss Haller— and two philosophers, possessed of vast 
acquirements and colossal intellects like Goerres, and the 
subject of this memoir. In Germany, and elsewhere, 
Catholic genius seems only to have slumbered during the 
eighteenth century, in order to astonish the world by a 
new and extraordinary display of strength. It is un- 
doubtedly true that several of the above-named indivi- 
duals originally belonged to the Protestant church, and 
that that church should have given birth to men of such 
exalted genius, refined sensibility, and moral worth, is a 
circumstance which furnishes our Protestant brethren 
with additional claims to our love and respect. We hail 
these first proselytes as the pledges of a more general, and 
surely not a very distant re-imion. 

The vigorous graft of talent, which the Catholic thus 
received from the Protestant community, was imparted to 
a stock, where the powers of vegetation, long dormant, 
began now to revive with renovated strength. The old 
Catholics zealously co-operated with the new in the rege- 
neration of all the sciences— and the effects of their joint 
labours have been apparent, net only in the transcendent 
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exc.ellence of individual productions, but in the new life 
and energy infused into the learned corporations — the 
universities as well as the institutes of science. The 
mixed universities, like those of Bonn, Treyburg, and 
others, are in a great degree supported b}’' Catholic talent ; 
and the great Catholic TJniversity of Munich, ■which the 
present excellent King of Bavaria founded in 1826 , al- 
ready by the celebrity of its professors, the number of its 
scholars, and the admirable direction of the studies, 
bids fair to rival the most celebrated universities in Ger- 
many.^ 

Gratifying as it must have been to Schlegel to see by 
how many distinguished spirits his example had been fol- 
lowed, and to witness the rapid literary improvement of 
that community in Germany to which he had now united 
himself, he could not expect to escape those crosses and 
contradictions which are, in this world, the heritage of the 
just. The rancorous invectives which the fanatic Eation- 
laist — Voss, had never ceased to pour out on his own early 
friend and benefactor — the lieavenly-rainded Stolberg, 
excited the contempt and disgust of every well* constituted 
mind in the Protestant community. This Cerberus of 
Rationalism opened his deep-mouthed cry on Schlegel 

* The words which the King of Bavaria used at the moment of 
founding this university, are remarkable. “ I do not wish,^’ said he, 
“ that my subjects should be learned at the cost of religion, nor reli- 
gious at the cost of learning.” — See Baader’s opening speech in 1826. 
“ PhilosophischeSchriften,”p. S66. Tlvese are golden words, which 
ought to be engraven on the hearts of all princes. In other words, 
the monarch meant to say, I wish to consecrate science by religion, 
and I wish to confirm and extend religion by science. This sove- 
reign is the most enlightened, as well as munificent, patron of learn- 
ing in Europe ; and whether we consider his zeal in the cause of 
religion — liis solicitude for the freedom and prosperity of his subjects 
—his profound knowledge, as well as active patronage, of art and 
science— and his true-hearted German frankness and probity ; he is 
in every respect, a worthy namesake of the illustrious Emperor 
Maximilian. He lias assisted in making his capital a true German 
Athens ; and, small as it is, it may at this moment compete in airt, 
literature, and science, with the proudest cities in Europe, 
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also, as lie set liis foot on the threshold of the Catholic 
church. In this instance, the religious bigotry of Voss 
was inflamed and exasperated by literary jealousy. By 
his criticisms, and masterly translation of liomer and other 
Greek poets, this highly-gifted man had not only rendered 
imperishable service to German literature, but had contri- 
buted to infuse a new life into the study of classical anti- 
quity. Jealous, therefore of his Greeks, whom he wor- 
shipped with a sort of exclusive idolatiy, he looked with 
distrust and aversion on every attempt to introduce the 
Orientals to the literary notice of the Germans. He ran 
down Asiatic literature of every age and nation with the 
most indiscriminate and unsparing violence — denounced 
the intentions of its admirers as evil and sinister ; and in 
allusion to the noble use which Stolberg, Schlegel, and 
others had made of their Oriental learning in support of 
Christianity, petulantly exclaimed on one occasion. “The 
Brahims have leagued with the Jesuits, in order to sub- 
vert the Protestant, or (as we should translate that word 
in this country) the Rationalist religion.” 

It w^as in 1808 , after several years spent in the study 
of Sanscrit literature, Schlegel published the result of his 
researches and meditations in the celebrated work entitled 
the “ Language and Wisdom of the Indians.” This work, 
the first part of which is occupied with a comparative ex- 
amination of the etymology and grammatical structure of 
the Sanscrit, Persian, Greek, Roman, and German lan- 
guages, the second whereof traces the filiation and con- 
nexion of the diflerent religious and philosophical systems 
that have prevailed in the ancient Oriental world, and the 
last of which consists of metrical versions from the sacred 
and didactic poems of the Hindoos-“this work, I say, 
might not be inaptly termed a grammar, syntax, and pro- 
sody of philosophy. 

With respect to etymology, Schlegel points out the 
number of Sanscrit words identical in sound and significa- 
tion with words in the Persian, or the Greek, or the 
Latin, or the German, or sometimes even in all those 



FKEDEEICK VON SCHLEGEL. -19 

languages put together. He excludes words wliiclv are 
innitations of natural sounds, and which, therelbrc, iniglit 
have been adopted simultaneously by nations^ unknown to 
each other ; and selects those words only which arc of tlie 
most simple and primitive signification, such as relate to 
those intellectual and physical objects most closely allied 
to man; as also auxiliary verbs, pronouns, nouns of number, 
and prepositions: — words which are less exposed than any 
to those casual and partial changes wdiicli conquest, com- 
merce, and religion, introduce into language. With re- 
spect to grammatical structure, the author shows that the 
mode of declining nouns, and conjugating verbs, of forming 
the degrees of comparison in adjectives, of marking the gen- 
der an<i number of substantives, of changing or modifying 
the signification of words by prefixed articles, is common to 
the Sanscrit, and the other derivative languages above- 
mentioned. It is from this strong external and internal 
resemblance, these languages have received the appella- 
tion of the Indo-Germanic. The prior antiquity of the 
Sanscrit the author infers from the greater length and 
fulness of its words, and the richness and refinement of* its 

f rammatical forms; for, to use his owm expression, “ words, 
ke coin, are clipped by use, and the languages, where 
abbreviation prevails, are ever the most recent.’^ 

The prescient genius of Leibnitz had foretold, a century 
and a half ago, that the study of languages would be 
found one day to throw a great light on history. No one 
better realised this prediction than Schlegel. In the first 
part of this work, he has proved, by his own example, 
that language is not a mere instrument of knowledge, but 
a science in itself; and when I consider the noble use ho 
has made of his Sanscrit learning; when I contemplate 
all the great and brilliantresults of his Oriental researches, 
I must recal the sort of regret I expressed a few pages 
above. "While, in the course of the last fifty years, a 
number of distinguished naturalists have carried the torch 
of science into the dark caverns of the earth, traced by its 
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light the physical revolutions of our glohe, and discovered 
the remains of an extinct world of nature; many illus- 
trious philologists have at the same time explored the 
inmost recesses of language, and, by their profoiind re- 
searches, brought to light the fossil remains of early his- 
tory, discovered the migrations of nations and the changes 
of empire, and regained the lost traces of portions of our 
species. This remarkable parallelism in the moral and 
physical inquiries of the age, will be considered fortuitous 
by those only who have not watched the luminous course 
of that loving Providence, whose hand is equally visible 
in the progress of science, as in every other department 
of human activity. 

But on no branch of historical knowledge have the 
recent philological researches thrown more light than on 
mythology — a science which the present age may be said 
to have created. While illustrious defenders of the Chris- 
tian religion — a Count Stolberg^' in Germany, and still 
more, an Abbe de la Mennaisf in France, treading in the 
footsteps of the ancient fathers, and of the abler modern 
apologists, like Grotius, Huet, and others, have victo- 
riously proved the existence of a primeval revelation, the 
diffusion and perpetuity of its doctrines among all the 
nations of the world, civilised and barbarous— the com- 
patiblity of a belief in the unity of the God-head with 
the crime of idolatry, ranked by the apostle, among the 
works of the flesh,” — the local nature and object of the 
Mosaic law, destined by the Almighty for the special 
use of a people charged with maintaining, in its purity, 
that worship of Jehovah mostly abandoned or neglected 
by the nations, who, “though they knew God, did not 
glorify him as God” — and favoured also with the pro- 
mises of “the good things to come,” intrusted with the 

^ Gescliichte der Religion.”-— 1804-1 1. 

f “ ESsai sur rindifference en Matierede Religion 4 vols., 8vo, 
Paris, 1823. A work where learning, eloquence, and philosophy 
have laid their richest oiferiiigs at the shrine of Christianity. 
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proplietic records of tlie life and ministry of tliat Mes- 
siah, of whose future coming the Gentiles had only a 
vague and obscure anticipation : — while these illustrious 
defenders of religion, I say, were proving the agreement 
of all the heathen nations in the great dogmas of the pri- 
mitive revelation ; another class of inquirers (and among 
these was Schlegel) laboured to show the points of di- 
vergence in the different systems of heathenism, studied 
the peculiar genius of each, and traced the influence which 
climate, circumstance^ and national character have exerted 
over all. The object of the former was to point out the 
general threads of primeval truth in the fabric of Pa- 
ganism — that of the latter to trace, the later and fanciful 
intertexture of superstition. For in that fantastic web, 
which we call mythology, truth and fiction, poetry and 
history, physics and philosophy, are all curiously inter- 
woven. Hence the arduous nature of those researches — 
hence the difficulties and perils which await the investi- 
gator at almost every step. 

Of the second part of this work on India, which treats 
of the religious and philosophical systems of the early 
Asiatic nations, it is the less necessary here to speak, as 
the reader will find the subject amply discussed in the 
course of the following sheets. It may be proper, liow- 
ever, to observe, that the different philosophic errors men- 
tioned by Schlegel, as prevalent in the ancient Asiatic 
world, may all be resolved to two systems — Dualism and 
Pantheism — the two earliest heresies in the history of 
religion — the two gulfs, into which dark, but presump- 
tuous, reason fell, wlien, rejecting the light of I’evelation, 
she attempted to explain those unfathomable mysteries — 
the origin of evil on the one hand, and the co-existence 
of the finite and the infinite on the other. 

On the whole, the “ Wisdom of the Indians^’ is an 
admirable little booh, whether we consider the profound 
and extensive philological knowledge it displays- — the 
rich variety of historical perceptions it discloses — tbe 
clearness of its arrangement, the elegant simplicity of 
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tlie style. In tlie seven and twenty years wliicli have 
elapsed since this production saw the light, the subjects 
discussed in it have undergone ample investigation — 
many of its observations have passed into the current 
coin of the learned world — truths which it vaguely sur- 
mised, have since been fully established — and the know- 
ledge of Indian literature and philosophy have been vastly 
extended ; yet this is one of those works which will be 
always read with a lively interest. It is thus that, in 
despite of the progress of classical philology, the writ- 
ings of the great critical restorers of ancient literature 
have, after the lapse of three centuries, retained their 
place in public estimation. It is pleasing to watch the 
stream of learning in its various meanderings — ^to trace it 
as its winds through a broader, but not always deeper, 
channel, sullied and disturbed not unfrequently by acci- 
dental pollutions— it is pleasing to trace it to its source, 
where, from underneath the rock, it wells out in all its 
limpid purity. Prior to the publication of this work, 
the Semitic languages of the East were alone, I believe, 
cultivated wd til much ardour in Germany ; its appear- 
ance had the effect of directing the national energies to- 
wards an Intellectual region, where they were destined 
to meet with the most brilliant success ; and, if Germany 
may now boast with reason of her illustrious professors 
of Sanscrit; if France, under the Restoration, made such 
rapid progress in Oriental literature ; if England, roused 
from her inglorious apathy, has at last founded an Asiatic 
society in London, and more recently, the Boden profes- 
sorship at Oxford— these events are, in a great degree, attri- 
butable to the enthusiasm which this little hook excited. 

In the year 1810, Schlegel delivered, at Vienna, 
a course of lectures on ‘‘ Modern History.’’ This book, 
which was in two volumes, 8 vo., has long been out 
of print; and the volumes destined to contain it in the 
general collection of the author’s works, have not yet 
been published. Hence no account of it can be here 
given — a circumstance which I the more regret, as, in 
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the opinion of some^ it is Sclilegers masterpiece. It em- 
bodied in a systematic form the views and opinions con- 
tained in a variety of the author’s earlier historical essays, 
which are also out of print, and have not yet been re- 
published. In it, I know, are to be found the detailed 
proofs and evidences of many positions advanced in the 
second volume of the work, to which this memoir is pre- 
fixed. 

We should, however, form a very inadequate estimate 
of the services this great writer has rendered to literature, 
and of the influence he has exerted on his age, were we 
to confine our attention solely to his larger works. 
Throughout his whole life, he was an assiduous contri- 
butor to periodical literature— a species of writing which, 
in the present age, has been cultivated with signal success 
in England, France, and Germany. At the commence- 
ment of the present century, he edited, in conjunction 
with Tieck, Novalis and his brother, a literary journal, 
entitled the Athenaeum and afterwards successively 
conducted political and philosophical journals, such as 
the “ Europa,” — the “ (German Museum,’ —and lastly, 
the Concordia giving, latterly, also, his zealous support 
to the Vienna Quarterly Review.” Some of his earlier 
critiques have already been noticed. Among the shorter 
literary essays, which appeared in the twelve years that 
elapsed from 1800 to 1812, 1 may notice the one entitled 

The Epochs of Literature,” 1800; and which may be 
considered the first rude outline of those immortal lectures 
on the “ History of Literature,” which he delivered in 
1812. Often as he has occasion to treat the same subject, 
yet such is the inexhaustible wealth of his intellect, he 
seldom tires by repetition. Thus his minutest fragments, 
like the sketches of Raphael, are full of interest and 
variety, Another essay of the same year, On the 
Different Style in Goethe’s Earlier and Later Works,” 
shows with what a discriminating eye the young critic 
had already scanned all the heights and the depths qf 
this wonderful poet. Of tliis great writer, the moral 
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direction of some of wliose writings lie reprobated in tlie 
« strongest degree^ lie did not hesitate to say that, like 
Dante in the middle age, he was the foniider of a new 
order of poetry — that he had been the first to restore the 
art to the elevation from wliich, since the commencement 
of the seventeenth century, it had sunk — that he iinited 
the amenity of Plonier — the ideal beauty of Sophocles-* — 
and the wit of Aristophanes. The opinion which in 
youth he had formed of the great national poet of 
Germany, his maturer experience fully confirmed. Eight 
years afterwards, he published a long and elaborate critique 
on Goethe’s lays, songs, elegies, and miscellaneous poems. 
Pre-eminently great as Goethe is in every branch of 
poetry, in songs he is allowed to stand perfectly unrivalled. 
“From the shores of the Baltic, to the frontiers of 
Alsace, says the Baron d’Ecksteiii, “ the lyric poetry of 
Goethe lives in the hearts and on the lips of an enthu- 
siastic people.” In this reviewal we find, among other 
things, a learned and ingenious dissertation on the various 
Species of lyric poetry— the lay, the romance, the ballad, 
and the occasional poem ; on the nature, object, and limits 
of each — their points of resemblance, and points of dif- 
ference, together with observations on the fitness of certain 
metres for certain kinds of poetry. 

From his youth upwards, Schlegel was in the habit of 
seeking, in the delightful worship of the muse, a solace 
and relaxation from his severer and more laboiious 
pursuits. Without making pretensions to anything of a 
very high order, his poetry is remarkable for a chaste, 
classical diction, great harmony and flexibility of versifi- 
cation, a sweet elegance of fancy, and, at times, depth 
and tenderness of feeling. Friendship, patriotism and 
piety, are tlie noble themes to which he consecrates his 
strains. What spirit and fire in his lines on Mohammed’s 
flight from Mecca! What a noble burst of nationality 
in his address to the Rhine ! How touching the verses 
to the memory of liis much-loved friend, Novalis — that 
e\feet flower of poesy and philosophy, cut off in its early 
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bloom! In tlie lines to Coriniia, what lofty consolations 
are administered to that illustrious woman, under the 
persecutions she had to sustain from the Imperial despotism 
of France I And in the sonnet entitled ‘‘ Peace,'’ 1806, 
what lessons of exalted wisdom are given to the men of 
our time I 

The longer poem, entitled “ Hercules Musagetes,,” is 
among the most admired of the author’s pieces. His ori- 
ginal poems equal in number, though not in excellence, 
those of his brother; for it would be absurd to expect 
that this universal genius should shine equally in every de- 
partment of letters. The flexible, graceful, harmonious 
genius of Augustus William Schlegel has at diflerent 
periods enriched his own tongue with the noblest literary 
treasures of ancient and modern Italy, of Portugal, Spain 
and England; and liis immortal translations, which have 
superior merit to any original poems, but those of the 
highest order, are admitted by competent judges to have 
done more than the works of any writer, except Goethe, 
for improving the rhythm and poetical diction of his 
country. The great poetical powers which his short 
original pieces, as well as his translations display, make it 
a matter of regret that he should have so much confined 
himself to translation, and never venture on the compo- 
sition of a great poem. 

Both these incomparable brothers are minds eminently 
poetical, and eminently philosophical. In one, the 
poetic element prevails— in the other, the philosophical 
clement, and, by a great deal, predominates. In their early 
productions we can scarcely discriminate tlie features of 
these ajpparently intellectual twins; but, as their genius 
ripens to manhood, the one becomes an etherial Apollo, 
full of grace, energy, and majesty— the other an intel- 
lectual Hercules, of the most gigantic strength and colossal 
stature. 

It was in the Spring of 1812 that Schlegel delivered, 
before a numerous and distinguished audience at Vienna, ^ 
his lectures on ancient and modern literature. Of this 
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work, wliicli a German critic has characterised “ as a 
great national possession of the Germans,” and which has 
been translated into several European languages, and is so 
well known to the English reader by the excellent trans- 
lation which appeared in 1818, it is unnecessary to speak 
at much length. Here were concentrated in one focus all 
those radii of criticism that this powerful mind had so long 
emitted. Here, at the bidding of a potent naagician, the 
lords of intellect — ^the niighty princes of literature of all 
times— , ^ 

** The dead, yet sceptred, sovereigns, who still rule 
Our spirits from their urns — 

pass before our eyes in stately procession-each with his 
distinct physiognomy — his native port — and all clothed 
with a . fresh immortality. Literature is considered not 
merely in reference to art — ^but in relation to the influence 
it has exerted on the destinies of mankind, and to the 
various modifications which the religion, the government, 
the laws, the manners, and habits of different nations have 
caused it to undergo. The first quality that must strike us 
in this work is the admirable arrangement which has 
formed so many and such various materials into one har- 
monious whole. By what an easy and natural transition 
does the author pass from the Greek to the Roman litera- 
ture ! With what admirable skill he passes, in the age of 
Hadrian, from the old Roman to the oriental literature, 
and from the latter back again to the Christian literature 
of the middle age ! How skilfully he has interwoven, in 
this sketch of oriental letters, the notices of the ancients 
and the researches of the moderns on the East ! The next 
characteristic of this work is gigantic learning. To that 
intimate familiarity with the poets, historians, orators 
and philosophers of classical antiquity which his earlier 
writings had displayed— to the profound knowdedge of 
Oriental, and especially Sanscrit, literature evinced in the 
above-noticed work on India— we now see added a know- 
ledge of the long-buried treasures of the old German and 
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ProTengal poetry of tlie middle age — the scholastic phi- 
losophy— the principal modern European literatures in 
their seYeral periods of bloom, maturity and decay. 
What a strong light, also, is thrown on some dark passages 
in the history of philosophy ! Where shall we find a more 
curious, graphic, and interesting account of the mystics of 
the middle age, and of the German and Italian Platonists 
of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries ! Eyery page bears 
the stamp of long and diligent inquiry, and original inves- 
tigation. The minute traits— the accurate drawing — 
the freshness and vividness of colouring— the truth and 
life-like reality in this whole picture of literature, prove 
that the artist drew from the original, and not a copy. 
No better proof can be adduced of the accuracy as well 
as extent of learning which distinguished this illustrious 
man and his brother, than the fact that their difiPerent 
works on classical, oriental and modern literature have 
received the approbation of such scholars, as made those 
several branches of knowledge the special objects of their 
study and inquiry. Thus their labours on Greek and 
Roman poetry met with the high sanction of a Heyne, 
a Wolf, and other distinguished Hellenists — their works 
on Sanscrit literature have been commended by a Guig- 
nault— a Remusat — a Chezy, and our own academicians of 
Calcutta ; and their critiques on Shakspeare and the early 
English poets have been approved by the national critics, 
and especially by one who had devoted many years to the 
study of our elder poetry — I mean that able critic and ac- 
complished scholar — the late Mr. Gifford. 

The other and more important characteristics of this 
work are delicacy of taste, solidity of judgment, vigour 
and boldness of fancy, and depth and compr^ensiyeness of 
understanding. Here we see united, though in a more 
eminent degree, the acuteness, sagacity, and erudition of 
Lessing — the high artist-like enthusiasm of Winklemann 
— and that exquisite sense of the beautiful, that vigorous, 
flexible and excursive fancy which made the genius of 
Herder at home in every region of art, and in every clime 
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cf poesy. The intellectual productions of every age and 
country' — the primitive oriental world— classical antiquity 
—the middle age— and modern times, pass under review, 
and receive the same impartial attention— the same just 
appreciation — the same masterly characterisation. In a 
work so. full of beauties, it is difficult to make selections 
— but, were I called upon to point out specimens of suc- 
cinct criticism, which, for justness and delicacy of discrim- 
ination'- — a poetic soaring of conception— and depth of ob- 
servation, are unsurpassed, perhaps, in the whole range of 
literature, I should name the several critiques on Homer 
—Lucretius — Dante — Calderon — and Cervantes. The 
part least well done is that which treats of the literature 
of the last two centuries ; but from the vast multiplicity 
of details, it was impossible for the author, within his 
narrow limits, to do full justice to this part of his sub- 
ject. He has not paid due homage to several of the 
great writers that adorned the reign of Louis XIV. 
He drops but one word on Pascal, and passes Malle- 
branche over in silence; though if ever there were 
writers deserving the notice of the historian of literature 
and philosophy, it was surely those two eminent men. In 
general, Schlegel was too fond of crowding his figures 
within a narrow canvass — whence many of them could not 
be placed in a suitable light or position ; and several of 
his heads appear but half- sketched. This is not a mere 
book of criticism — it is a philosophical work in the widest 
sense of the word — the genius of the author is ever soar- 
ing above his subject — ever springing from the lower 
world of art, to those high and aerial regions of philoso- 
phy still more native to his spirit. To him the beautiful 
was only the symbol of the divine — hence the tone of ear- 
nestness and solemnity which he carries even into esthe- 
tic dissertations. The style too, of this History of Litera- 
ture” leaves little to be desired. To the lightness, clear- 
ness, and elegance of diction which had distinguished 
Schlegel’s earlier productions, was here united a greater 
riclincss and copiousness of expression, and a more harmo« 
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nious fulness and roundness of period. From this time^ 
however, (if an English man may presume to offer an 
opinion on such a subject,) a decline may, I think, be ob- 
served in his style. His mind, indeed, seemed to gain 
strength and expansion with the advance of years — the 
horizon of his views was perpetually enlarged— and in 
vastness of conception, and profundity of observation, his 
last philosophical works outshine even those of his early 
manhood. Yet to whatever cause we are to attribute the 
fact — whether it be that his last works had not received 
from his hands the same cai'eful revisal — or whether some 
men as they advance in life, become as negligent in their 
style as in their dress — or whether he at last gave in to 
the bad practice so prevalent in Germany, of disregarding 
the lighter graces of diction — certain it is, that his later 
writings, much as they may have gained in excellence of 
matter, and presenting, as they do, passages perhaps of 
superior power and splendour, are, on the whole, no longer 
characterised by the same uniform terseness and perspicuity 
of language. 

With the History of Ancient and Modern Literature/’ 
Schlegel closed his critical career. He never afterwards 
mounted the tribunal of criticism, except on one occasion, 
when he awarded in favour of the early poetical effusions 
of M. de la Martine, a solemn sentence of approbation.^ 
He now devoted himself with exclusive ardour to the 
graver ^ concerns of politics and philosophy. Nor can we 
regret this resolution on his part, when we reflect that as 
far as regards literature, he had done all that was neces- 
sary — that he had now only to leave to time to work out 
his aesthetic principles in the German mind— and that 

^ In tile beautiful critique inserted in the Concordia on M. de la 
Marline’s “ Meditations Poetiques,” ( 1820 ) Sciilegei observes that 
Lord Byron was the representative of a by-gone poesy, and La 
Martine the herald of a new Christian poetry that was to come. 
Comparing the three greatest contemporary poets out of his own 
country, Scott, Byron, and La Martine, Schlegel saw in the produc- 
tions of the first, the poetry of a vague reminiscence— in those of 
the second, the poetry of despair i and in those of the last, the 
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should further elucidation on these topics he required, the 
distinguished Tieck, and his illustriou's brother were at 
hand to furnish the requisite aid. But in metaphysics 
and political philosophy, what German could supply his 
place ? 

In the four eventful years which elapsed from 1808 to 
1812, occupations as new to Schlegel as they were im- 
portant and various in themselves, filled up the active life 
of this extraordinary man. In the Austrian campaign of 
1809, he was employed as secretary to the Archduke 
Charles; and it is said that his eloquent proclamations had 
considerable effect in kindling the patriotism of the Aus- 
trian people. It was about the same time he founded a 
daily paper, called “ the Austrian Observer,” which has 
since become the official organ of the Austrian govern- 
ment. The establishment of this journal — the situation 
which Schlegel had previously held at the head-quarters 
of the Archduke Charles^ — the diplomatic missions in 
which, after the peace of 1814, he was employed by 
Prince Metternich, who, be it said to the glory of that 
illustrious statesman, ever honoured him with his friend- 
ship and patronage — and finally the pension, letters of no- 
bility, and office of Aullc Councillor, which the emperor 
was pleased to confer on him, may induce some of my 
readers to suppose that his political views were identified 
with those of the government in whose service he was 
occasionally engaged ; and that he %vas an unqualified ad- 

commencement of apoetry of hope.^ Much as he reprobated the 
anti-christian spirit and tendency of Lord Byron’s muse, and much 
as he rejoiced that its pernicious influence was in some degree coun- 
teracted by the noble effusions of the French rhapsodist, he still 
rendered full justice to the great genius of the British bard. He 
calls him in one of his last works, “ the wonderful English poet— 
perhaps the greatest — ^certainly the most remarkable poet of our 
times :”f — an encomium which Byron’s admirers may learn to ap- 
preciate, when they remember wlio his contemporaries were, and 
who the critic was, that pronounced this judgment. 

* See his “ Histoiy of Literature,” vol. 2. New edition in Ger- 
man, ■ ■ 

f Philosophie des Lehens,” p. 21 
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mirer of the whole foreign and domestic policy of Aus- 
tria, No conception can be more erroneous. As secre- 
tary to the Archduke Charles, he knew he lent his sup- 
port to a government which had shown itself the most 
honest, vigilant, and powerful friend of German inde- 
pendence— he knew he fought the battle of his country 
against an unholy and execrable tyranny, wliich, what- 
ever shape it might assume— whether that of a lawless 
democracy or a ruthless despotism— was alike inimical to 
Christianity— alike fatal to the peace, the happiness, and 
the liberties of every country it subdued. In the next 
place, it is not usual, even in the representative system, 
still less under a government constituted like that of Aus- 
tria, to exact a perfect conformity of political sentiments 
between diplomatic agents and the heads of administra- 
tion. Again the pension, title, and dignity which Schle- 
gel received at the hands of the Emperor of Austria, 
were the well-earned recompense of distinguished services, 
and not the badges of servility. Lastly, with respect to 
to the Austrian Observer,” his motive in establishing^ 
that journal was purely patriotic. To enkindle the war- 
like enthusiasm of the Austrian people — ^to unite the 
weakened, divided, and distracted states of Germany in a 
common league against a common foe — to procure for his 
country the first of all political blessings — that without 
which all others are valueless — national independence; 
such was his object in this undertaking— such the object 
of every sincere and reflecting patriot of Germany at that 
period. The leaning towards a stationary absolutism, 
which has marked this journal since Schlegel gave up 
the conduct of it, belongs to its present editors; but that 
tone of dignified moderation, which, according to the 
express acknowledgment of German Liberals, it carries 
into the discussion of political matters— that aversion 
from all extreme and violent parties and measures in 
politics, which distinguishes this journal, betray the illus- 
trious hand which first set it in motion. 

Nothing, in fact, can be more dissimilar than the policy 
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long followed by tlie Austrian government^ and that 
which vSclilegel would have recommended, and did in 
fact recommend. What, especially since the time of the 
Emperor Joseph IL, has characterised the general policy 
of this government? In respect to ecclesiastical matters, 
(though the evil was mitigated hy the piety of the 
late emperor), we still see that government, by a rest- 
less, encroaching spirit of jealousy, hamper the jurisdic- 
tion, and cramp the moral and intellectual energies of 
the clergy. In relation to the people, its sway is mild 
and paternal, indeed, but at the same time, intrusive, 
meddling, and vexatious— it is, in short, a dead, mecha- 
nical absolutism, where all spontaneity of popular action 
has been destroyed — -all equilibrium of powers overturned 
—and where royalty, hy an irregular attraction, has dis- 
turbed. deranged, or compressed the movements of the 
other social bodies. With respect to science, those best 
acquainted with the policy of this government affirm^ 
that its patronage is too exclusively confined to the me- 
chanical arts and the physical sciences. In short, nowhere 
has the political materialism of the eighteenth century 
attained a more systematic development than in the Aus- 
trian government. Yet in that empire are to be found 
all the elements of a great social regeneration ; and to a 
minister desirous of earning enduring fame, to a monarch 
ambitious of living for ever in the hearts of a grateful 
people, the noblest opportunity is presented for reviving, 
renovating, and bringing to perfection the free, glorious, 
but now, alas ! mutilated and half-efifacecl institutions of 
the middle age 

If such is the policy of the Austrian government in re- 
lation to th('. church, to liberty, and to science, it is need- 
less to observe how entirely opposed it was to the views 
of Schlcgel. His whole life was devoted to the cultiva- 
tion and diffusion of elegant literature and liberal science ; 
and any policy which tended to obstruct their progress, 
or sh?ackie the energies of the human mind, must have 
been most adverse to his feelings and wishes* As a sin- 
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cere friend to religious liberty, as well as a good Oatliolic, 
lie must have deplored the bondage under which the 
Church groaned ; and how ardently attached he was to 
the cause of popular freedom, how utterly averse from 
any thing like absolutism in politics, the reader will soon 
have an opportunity of judging for himself. 

But before I quit this subject, I cannot forbear noticing 
tlie vcay exaggerated statements sometimes put forth by 
party spirit in England, respecting the state of learning 
in the Austrian empire. Without pretending to any per- 
sonal knowledge of that country, there are, however, a 
certain number of admitted and well attested facts, which 
prove, that however inferior in mental cultivation Austria 
may be to some other states of Catholic as well as Pro- 
testant Germany, she yet holds a distinguished place in 
Hterature and sclenee. The very general diffusion of 
popular education in that country — the great success with 
which all the arts and sciences connected with industry 
are cultivated — the admirable organisation of its medical 
board — the distinguished physicians, theoretical as well as 
practical, whom it has produced— the great attention be- 
stowed on strategy and the sciences subservient to it-— 
the excellence to which the histrionic art has there attained 


—the universal passion for music, and thq unrivalled 
degree of perfection the art has there reached —the 
acknowledged superiority of the Quarterly Review of 
Vienna,” (the “ Wiener Jalirhiicher ”)— lastly, the favour, 
countenance, and encouragement extended by the Austrian 
public to the oral lectures and published waitings of the 
eminent literary characters, whether natives or foreigners, 
who for the last thirty years have thrown such a glory 
over their capital — all these incontrovertible facts, I say, 
prove this people to have reached an advanced stage of 
intellectual refinement. ot> far from finding among the 
Viennese that Boeotian dulness of which we sometimes 
hear them accused, Augustus William Schlegeh (and his 
testimony is impartial, for he is neither a native nor resident 
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of Austria,) confesses^ that lie discovered iu tliem great 
aptness of intelligence, a keen relish for the beauties of 
poetry, and much of the vivacity of the southern tempe- 
rament. And the crowded audiences which flocked to 
the philosophical lectures Frederick Sclilegel delivered on 
various occasions at Vienna, a metaphysician of equal 
celebrity might in vain look for in another European 
capital I could name, and which certainly considers itself 
very enlightened. There is no doubt that this Archduchy 
of Austria, which in the middle age produced some of 
the most celebrated Minnesingers, would, with free insti- 
tutions and a more generous policy on the part of the 
government, soon attain that intellectual station, to which 
its political greatness, and recent as well as ancient military 
glory, alike bid it to aspire. If the statesmen that rule 
the destinies of that country were to regard the matter 
merely in a political point of view, they might see what 
moral dignity, weight, and importance, the patronage of 
letters has given to the Protestant King of Prussia on the 
one hand, and to the CathoHc King of Bavaria on the 
other. 

For several years after the peace of 1814, Schlegel 
was one of the representatives of the Court of Vienna at 
the diet of Frankfort. These diplomatic functions occa- 
sioned a temporary interruption to his literary pursuits — 
an interruption which will be regretted by those only 
who have not reflected on the advantages of active life to 
the man of letters. The high dignity with which he was 
now invested — the commanding view which his station 
gave him of European politics — the insight he was enabled 
to obtain into the political state and relations of Germany 
— as well as the society and conversation of some of the 
most illustrious statesmen of the age, were all of inesti- 
mable service to the publicist ; and by making him 
acquainted' with the excellences as well as defects of 

^ See the Preface to the Lectures on Dramatic Literature/’ in 
the French translation. 
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existing governments, tlie obstacles wliicb retaid the pro- 
gress of improvement, the ill success which sometimes 
attends even well-considered measures of reform, were 
calculated to check the rashness of speculation, inspire 
sobriety of judgment, and at the same time enlarge his 
views of political philosophy. In the year 1818, he 
returned to Vienna, and resumed his literary occupations 
with renewed ardour. He wrote the following year in 
the Vienna Quarterly Review,” (the “ Wiener Jahr- 
biicher,”) a long and elaborate reviewal of M. Rhode’s 
work on Primitive History. This reviewal, which from 
its length may fairly be called a treatise, contains a clear, 
succinct, and masterly exposition of those views on the 
early history of mankind, which he has on some points 
more fully developed in the work, of which a translation 
is now given. This article, which alternately delights and 
astonishes us by the historical learning, the philological 
skill, the curious geographical lore, and the bold, profound 
and original philosophy it displays, may be considered 
one of the most admirable commentaries ever written on 
the first eleven chapters of the' book of Genesis; and in 
none of his shorter essays has the genius of the illustrious 
writer shone more pre-eminently than in this.^' 

The year 1820 was marked by the simultaneous out- 
break of several revolutions in diiSPerent countries of 
Europe, and by symptoms of general discontent, distrust, 
and agitation in other parts. The violent, though tran- 
sitory, volcanic irruptions which convulsed and desolated 
the south of Europe, scattered sparkles and ashes on the 
already burning soil of France, and shook on her rocky 
bed even the ocean-queen. In Germany, the wild revo- 
lutionary enthusiasm which pervaded a large portion of 
the youth — the frenzied joy with which the assassination 
of Kotzebue had been hailed— the wide spread of associa- 
tions fatal to the peace and freedom of mankind, and the 
pernicious anti-social doctrines proclaimed in many 
writings, and even from some professorial chairs, led the 
* Sse “ Sammtiiche Werke,’^ -eol.x. p. 267. 
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dllFeient governments to measures of severe scrutiny and 
jealous vigilance, likely by a re-action to prove dangerous 
to tlie cause of liberty. The causes of these various social 
phenomena it is not my business here to point out ; but 
I may observe in passing, that these discontents- — these 
struggles — these revolutions, liad tlieir origin partly in 
natural causes, partly in the errors both of governments 
and nations. The general disjointing of all interests— 
— the derangement in the concerns of all classes of society 
produced by the transition from a state of long protracted 
warfare to a state of general peace — the blunders com- 
mitted by the Congress of Vienna in the settlement of 
Europe- — the blind recurrence in some European stated to 
the thoroughly worn-out absolutism of the eighteenth 
century, injurious as that political system had proved to 
religion, to social order, and to national prosperity — in 
other countries, a rash imitation of the mere outward forms 
of the British constitution, without any true knowledge 
of its internal organism'—above all, the deadly legacy of 
anti-Christian doctrines and anti-social principles, which 
the last age had bequeathed to the present — sucla, inde- 
pendently of minor and more local reasons, are the 
principal causes to which I think the impartial voice of 
history will ascribe the political commotions of that 
period. It was now evident that the great work oi 
European restoration had been but half-accomplished; 
and that the malignant Typhon of revolution was 
collecting his scattered members, recruiting his exhausted 
energies, and preparing anew to assault, oppress, and 
desolate the world. 

Alarmed at the political aspect of Germany and Europe, 
Schlcgel deemed the moment had arrived, when every 
friend of religion and social order should be found at his 
post. The importance of the struggle — the violence of 
parties — the false line of policy adopted by some govern- 
ments — the errors and delusions too prevalent even among 
many of the defenders of legitimacy, rendered the 
warning voice of an enlightened mediator more necessary 
than ever. In conjunction with his illustrious friend, 
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AdamMuller/and some of the Redemptorists — a most able, 
amiable, and exemplary body of ecclesiastics at Vienna 
—lie established, in 1820, a religious and political journal, 
entitled “ Concordia.” In a series of articles, entitled 
Characteristics of the Age, and which contain a most 
masteiiy sketch of the political state and prospects of the 
principal European countries, Schlegel has given a fuller 
exposition of his political principles, than in any other of 
his writings which have come under my notice. The 
extreme interest and importance of the matters discussed 
in these articles, and still more, the light they throw on 
very many passages in the following translation, have 
induced me to lay before the reader a rapid analysis of 
such parts as embody the author’s political system. I 
shall therefore now proceed to this task, premising that 
in this analysis I shall occasionally interweave a remark of 
my own, to illustrate the author’s views: — 

There are five essential and eternal corporations in 
human society — the family — the church — the state — the 
guild — and the school. 

I. The family is the smallest and simplest corporation 
—the ground- work of all the others;- — and on its right 
constitution and moral development depend, as we shall 
presently see, the freedom, prosperity, and enlightenment 
of the state, the guild, and the school. 

II. With respect to the church, its constitution under 

the primitive revelation was purely domestic; religious 
instruction and the solemnisation of religious offices, being 
intrusted to the heads of families and tribes. In tlie 
Mosaic law, the Almighty founded a ministry in 

the synagogue, which was an admirable type of the future 
constitution of the Christian church, tlnlike the local 
and temporary synagogue, the Christian church is per- 
petual and universal— but like the synagogue, it hath a, 
public ministry. “ This church,” to use Schlegel’s own 
words, “is that great and divine corporation which 
embraces all other social relations, protects them under 
its vault, crowns them with dignity, and lovingly imparts 
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to them tlie power of a peculiar consecration. Tlie 
church is not a mere substitute formed to supply or repair 
the deficiencies of the other social institutes and corpora- 
tions ; but is itself a free, peculiar, independent corporation, 
pervading all states, and in its object exalted far above 
them— an union and society with God, from whom it 
immediately derives its sustaining power.”* 

III. Between these two corporations — the family, that 
deep, solid foundation of the social, edifice below— and 
the church, that high, expansive and illumined vault 
above- — stands the state. Schlegel defines the state, “ a 
corporation armed for the maintenance of peace.” Its 
existence says he, is bound up with all the other corpora- 
tions ; it lives and moves in them ; they are its natural 
organs; and as soon as the state, whether with despotic 
or anarchical views, attempts to Impede the natural func- 
tions of these organs, to disturb or derange their peculiar 
sphere of action, it Impairs its own vital powers, and 
prepares the way sooner or later for its own destruction.” 

IV. There are two intermediate corporations — the 
guild, which stands between the family and the state; 
and the school, which stands between the church and the 
state. By the guild, Schlegel understands every species 
of traffic, industry, and commerce, bound together in 
every part of the world by the common tie of money.” 
The object of this corporation is the advancement of the 
material interests of the family ; interests which it is the 
boiinden duty of the state to protect and promote. 

V. By the school, the author signifies the whole 
intellectual culture of mankind— not merely the existing 
republic of letters, but all the tradition of science from 
the remotest ages to the present times.” This corporation, 
I should say, has for its object the glorification of the 
church, the utility of the state, and the intellectual activity 
of the family, or rather its individual members. 

But among these primary corporations, it is the state 
which forms the immediate object of the author’s inquiries, 
* ‘^ Concordia/' page 59, 
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I shall now proceed to lay before the reader the several 
characteristics which, according to the author, distinguisli 
the Christian state, or the state animated with the spirit of 
Christianity. 

The Christian state is without slaves^ and ho7ioiirs 
the sanctity of the miptial tie. 

Christianity first mitigated, and then abolished slavery. 
Slavery is incompatible with the spirit of Christianity, 
not onl^ on account of the mal-treatment, injuries, and 
oppression to which it subjects men; not only on account 
of the dangers to which it exposes female virtue; but 
chiefly and especially, because the state of slavery is one 
inconsistent with the dignity of a being made after the 
likeness of God. This complete emancipation of the 
lower classes from the bonds of servitude pre-eminently 
distinguishes the modern Christian states from those of 
classical antiquity on the one hand, and those of the 
primitive Oriental world on the other. In the former, 
domestic and predial slavery were carried to the last 
degree of harshness and severity — ^in the latter, especially 
in India, a totally different form of servitude existed. 
There the innocent descendants of those who had been 
guilty of certain crimes, or who had contracted unlawful 
marriages, were doomed to a state of irremediable oppres- 
sion, debarred from all civil rights, and excluded from the 
very charities of life. The fate of these hapless beings 
was even harder than that of the slaves among the 
ancient Greeks and Romans. As the exclusion of a 
whole class from the rights of citizenship and the offices 
of religion is incompatible with the principles of Christian' 
love; so the hereditary transmission of the sacerdotal 
dignity is inconsistent with the Christian doctrine, wliich 
inculcates the necessity of a divine call to the priesthood. 
Hence the incompatibility which exists between the system 
of castes and the Christian religion. 

The author shows that the various species of vassalage 
are clearly distinguishable from slavery ; yet that even 
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tliese have pelded to the benign spirit of Christianity. 
The existence of slavery in the Christian colonies nowise 
militates against the principle here laid down ; for the 
slave-trade has ever been condemned by all Gliristian na- 
tions as wicked and imj ust ; and slavery, the introduction 
of which into the colonies the church had so strenuously 
opposed, was afterwards tolerated by her only as a neces- 
sary evil. For, as Schlegel observes with his character- 
istic wisdom, “ the sudden abolition of an evil that has 
become an inveterate habit in society, is mostly attended 
with danger, and frequently works another wu’ong of an 
opposite kind.”^ But this is one of those truths, which 
the giddy, reckless spirit of a spurious philanthropy can 
never he made to comprehend. 

As the Christian state abhors slavery from its incon- 
sistency with the dignity of man, so, for the same reason, 
it guards with jealous vigilance the sanctity and invio- 
lability of the nuptial tie. Polygamy degrades woman 
from her natural rank in society— destroys the happiness 
of private life— poisons the very well-springs of education 
— and connected as it too frequently is with a traffic in 
slaves, plunges the male sex into irremediable degra- 
dation.f This practice is supposed to have originated 
with the Cainites in the ante-diluvian world ; but for 
high and prudential reasons, it was tolerated rather than 
approved under the patriarchal dispensation and the 
Mosaic law. In the ancient Asiatic monarchies, especially 
in the period of their decline, this usage sometimes pre- 
vailed to a licentious extent ; but in the modern Maho- 
metan states, where polygamy is indulged in to the most 
libidinous excess, this defective constitution of the family 
has proved one of the greatest barriers to political and 
intellectual improvement. 

In ancient Greece and Rome, how far superior was the 
legislation on marriage ! How much more health! ul and 
vigorous was the constitution of domestic society ! Wlv^ 

^ Concordia,” page 363. 


f See “ Concordia.’ 
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a fine idea do we conceive of the early Eomans, when 
we read that though the law sanctioned divorce, yet that 
for the first five hundred years, no individual took ad- 
vantage of such a law ! In the corrupt ages of Imperial 
' Rome, divorce, permitted and practised on the most fri- 
volous pretexts, was productive of more baneful conse- 
quences than polygamy in its "worst form. 

Polygamy is proscribed in all Christian states. In the 
Catholic church, marriage is raised to the dignity of a 
sacrament ; and divorce' is not permitted, even in the case 
of adultery. Hereby woman is invested with the high- 
est degree of dignity, and even influence— the union and 
happiness of the family are best secured — and the peace 
and stability of the state itself acquire the strongest gua- 
* rantees. Jt is well known that some of the ablest divines 
of the Church of England also uphold in all cases the 
indissolubility of the nuptial tie ; and the British legis- 
lature, by according divorce only after adultery, and by 
rendering the obtaining of it a matter of difficulty and 
expense, has wisely opposed limitations to the practice. 
Yet, as was truly observed some years ago in parliament, 
the increase in the number of applications for divorce, 
is one among the many signs of the decline of morality 
in this country. 

The principal Protestant churches regard marriage as a 
religious ceremony ; and so the general proposition of 
Schlegel is correct, that all Christian states recognise the 
sanctity of the nuptial bond.* And here is one of the 
main causes of the superior happiness, freedom, and civi- 
lisation enjoyed by Christian nations. 

§§ IL Christian Justice IS fomided on a system of equity^ 
and the Cimstian state has fi'om its constitution^ an es- 
sentially -pacific tendency . 

Schlegel observes that the difference between strict 
law and equitable law is the most arduous problem in all 
jurisprudence. Strict law is an abstract law, deduced 
feom certain genaral principles, applied vvithout the least 
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regard to adventitious circumstances. Equity, on tlie 
other hand, pays due I'egard to such circumstances^ 
examines into the peculiar state of things, and the mu- 
tual relations of parties ; and forms her decisions not ac- 
cording to the caprice of fancy, or the waywardness of 
feeling, but according to the general principles of right, 
applied to the variable circumstances and situations of 
parties. 

According to the authors definition, the object of the 
institution of the state is the maintenance of internal and 
external peace. Justice is the only basis of peace ; but 
justice is here the meavcS^ mid not the end. If justice were 
the end for which the state was constituted, then neither 
external nor internal peace could ever be procured or 
maintained ; for the state would then be compelled to 
wage eternal war against all who, at home or abroad, were 
guilty of injustice, and could never lay down its arms 
till that injustice were removed. 

As peace is essentially the end of that great corporation 
called the state, it follows that the justice by which its 
foreign and domestic policy must be regulated, is not 
that strict or absolute justice spoken of above, but that 
temperate or conciliatory equity, which is alone appli- 
cable to the concerns of men. The maxim, ‘‘ a thousand 
years’ wrong cannot constitute an hour’s right,” if ap- 
plied to civil jurisprudence, would introduce interminable 
confusion, hardship, and misery in the affairs of private 
life, and if applied to constitutional and international law, 
would lead to perpetual anarchy at home, and to endless, 
exterminating war abroad. 

The Christian religion, as it comes from God, is emi- 
nently social — Whence it abhors the principle of absolute 
or inexorable right, whether applied to civil or public 
law — hence the Christian state, or the state animated with 
the spirit of Christianitj, is in its tendency essentially 
pacific. 

This pacific policy of the state, however, so far from 
excluding, necessarily implies the firm, uncompromising 
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vindication of its riglits and interests, Avhether at home 
or abroad ; and the repression of evil doers within, or a 
just war without, is often the only means of attaining the 
object for which the state was constituted— to wit, the 
maintenance of peace. On the other hand the revolu- 
tionary state, or the state where, in opposition to existing 
rights and interests, new rights and interests are violently 
enforced ; and where, in subversion of all established in- 
stitutions, new institutions, conceived according to ab- 
stract and arbitrary theories, are violently introduced ; 
the revolutionary state, I say, is, from its nature and 
origin — no matter .what form it may assume — necessarily 
driven to a course of iniquitous policy— to disorga- 
nising tyranny within, and to fierce relentless hostility 
without. 

Against the pacific character of the Christian state, the 
bloody wars of Charlemagne with the Saxons, the Cru- 
sades of a later period, and the religious wars of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries are commonly ob- 
jected. In the course of the work, to which this memoir 
is prefixed, the reader will find these several objections 
victoriously answered. 

§§ III. The Christian state recognises the legal existence 
of Corporations^ and depends on their organic co-opera^ 
tion. 

The author has before shown that the Christian reli- 
gion, following the principle of conciliatory equity, recog- 
nises, without reference to their origin, all existing rights 
and interests. Hence the Christian religion can co-exist, 
and has in fact co-existed, with every form or species of 
government. But there are some governments which, 
from their spirit and constitution, are more congenial 
than others to Christianity * and it is in this sense we 
speak of the Christian state. 

We have already seen that there are five essential and 
<i!ternal corporations — the family — the church— the state 
— the guild — and the schooL These great corporations 
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have each their several and subordinate institutions 
or corporations, which are accidental - and transitory by 
nature, and conseciuently vary with time, place, and cir- 
'•oumstances.'' 

The Christian state is that wdiich best secures and pre- 
serves to those essential corporations, and all their subor- 
dinate institutions, their due sphere of action. Hence 
our author shows that, under certain circumstances, and 
in certain countries, the republic, whether democratic 
or aristocratic, may answer that end as well or even better 
than monarchy ; and that it is only because, in great 
empires, monareby is best calculated to maintain the free 
development and organic co-operation of corporations, 
that it may be called, par excellence^ the Ch ristian state. 
But what form of monarchy is best adapted for this end? 
The absolute monarchy^ is certainly the least: there then 
remain only the representative system, and the constitu- 
tion of the three estates, or, as the Germans call that 
mode of government, Stande-verfassuhg. Sclilegel pro- 
ceeds to examine the respective characteristics of those 
two forms of government, and to show the points in 
which they agree, and in which they differ. The con- 
stitution of estates is the old, legitimate constitution of 
European states, whether republican or monarchical ; but 
in too many countries, this noble institution has been un- 
dermined by despotism, or destroyed by revolution. On 
the other hand, the representative system is comparatively 
modern, and, on the continent, has, amid the great con- 
vulsions produced by the French revolution, sprung out 
of a delective and superficial imitation of the British 
constitution. It is therefore to the latter constitution the 
author, when he has occasion to treat of the representative 
system, principally directs the attention of his readers. 

As to the points of resemblance between this system, 

^ In a number of the ‘‘Concordia’' for 1820, Adam Muller frankly 
declared his opinion, that all the friends of social order would soon 
concur in the necessity of re-establishing the constitution of the three 
estates. Tliis is language which at Vienna is as bold as it is auspicious. 
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and tBe states-constit-atlon, both have legislative assem- 
blies — ^in both, petitions and remonstrances are addressed 
to the throne, and in both, the grant of subsidies rests 
chiefly with the commons ; while to the enactment of every 
law, the concurrence of the different branches of the legis- 
lature is essentially requisite. But, in many important 
points, these two forms of government totally difler. In 
the states-constitution, the crown is ' invested with more 
power and dignity. With more dignity, because to the 
crown landed estates are annexed ; and the sovereign. 
Instead of being a pensioner on the bounty of his parlia- 
ments, is the first independent proprietor: — with more 
power, because in the representative system, the king, 
with the single exception of choosing an administration, 
can perform no act without the sanction of his ministers. 
Thus, in this political system, according to the author’s 
remark, the substantial power of royalty is vested in 
the hands of the ministry. 

The next point of difference is that the representative 
system, particularly in England, rests too exclusively on 
the material basis of property; and that intelligence is 
there deprived of an adequate share in the national repre- 
sentation.* In the states-constitution, where the clerical 
and scientific classes form a separate estate, or distinct 
branch of the legislature, intelligence is invested with all 
the dignity and glory which human society can confer. 
The clergy, who are the representatives of revealed faith, 
or the fixed and immutable part of intelligence, corre- 
spond to the aristocracy, or the representatives of fixed 
property — while the scientific class, representing science, 
or the variable or progressive part of intelligence, cor- 
responds to the Commons, the representatives of moveable 
property. Hence, Francis Baader has ingeniously called 

* Those political changes which since Schlegers death have oc« 
curred in the British constitution, while they have deprived prci|)erty 
of much of its legitimate influence, have caused intelligence to be 
even less represented than heretofore in the legislature^ 
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tlie clergy tlie Upper House of intelligence, and the 
scientific class the Lower House* 

The last point of difference is that, while in many of 
the modern representative systems, municipal corpora- 
tions are despised and rejected, they form the very key- 
stone of the states-constitution. The revolutionists, who 
have had so prominent a share in the formation of these 
representative governments, know full well that mimi- 
cipal corporations form the best security of the rights of 
the family — the firmest ramparts of popular freedom. 
They are thus objects of peculiar hatred to men who, so 
far from wishing the commonalty to obtain stability or 
cohesion in their constitution, are desirous they should 
ever remain a loose, shifting mass of disunited atoms, 
ready to receive any form or impress which despotism 
may impose. Hence the war which, at different times 
and in different countries, regal or democratic tyranny 
has waged against these admirable institutions. In the 
English constitution, on the other hand, which has pre- 
served so many elements of the old Christian monarchy, 
the free, municipal institutions have been carefully main- 
tained. ‘-The true internal strength and greatness of 
England (says Schlegel), consists, as Is now almost uni- 
versally admitted by profound political observers, far 
more in the vigour and freedom of municipal corpora- 
tions, better preserved in that country than elsewhere, 
than in her admired political constitution itself. De- 
fective in many parts that constitution appeared to 
the author, yet on the whole, he highly valued the vigo- 
I'ously constituted, but temperate and mitigated aristo- 
eraoy of 1688. He knew that the remnants of the Old 
Christian constitution were better there than in any of 
the great continental monarchies : f that the British go- 

* Philosopliische Schriften,’^ vol ii. f See ** Concordia/’ p. 66. 

f According to the just remark of Burke, the states-constitution 
was, in latter ages, better preserved in the republics than in the 
monarchies of Europe.— See his “ Letters on a Regicide Peace.” 
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vernment possessed elements of stability as well as of 
freedom, to whicla those monarchies, in their existing 
degeneracy, could in vain pretend; and that the very 
peculiarities in the British constitution, to which he most 
strongly objected, had their origin in local circumstances, 
deep-rooted wants, and remote historical events. That 
extreme jealousy of regal power which that constitution 
betrays— that undue preponderance of property over in- 
telligence — that political preponderance of the aristo- 
cracy, which, though rendered necessary by the exces- 
sive depression of royalty and of the clergy, was certainly 
calculated to impede the organic development of the 
democracy, and thereby to expose the body politic to 
dangerous revulsions * — in fine, that fierce collision of 
parties, which that constitution nurses and encourages — 
all reveal the fearful struggles by which it came into life. 
The imitation of this constitution which, by bringing 
back to the European nations the reminiscence of their 
ancient freedom, has naturally excited their enthusiastic 
admiration — the imitation of that constitution, I say, 
difficult at all times, has been rendered in some countries 
utterly impracticable by the studious rejection of two of 
the great hinges on which, for a hundred and fifty years, 
it has turned — mean the predominance of the aristo- 
cracy on the one hand, and the free, municipal organisa- 
tion of the commonalty on the other. In many of the 
German states, as the author observes, the representative 
system works well ; because the legislators have had the 
wisdom to connect the new with anterior institutions. 

On the whole, what has been said of the Gothic archi- 
tecture, may be applied to the old Christian monarchy 
— it was never brought to perfection. That lofty ideal 
of government, which Christianity had traced to the 
nations of the middle age— that admirable constitution, 
which was a partial reflection of the constitution of the 
church itself, and wherein were blended and united the 
principles of love and intelligence, stability and activity 
— in other words, where a paternal royalty, an enfight- 
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ened priesthood, a mild aristocracy, a loyal, yet free- 
spirited, commonalty controlled, aided, balanced, and 
defended each other— that lofty ideal has never been — 
probably never will be — fully realised. Yet tliere are 
many reasons to suppose that a momentous, and not very 
distant, futurity will be charged with realising, as far as 
human infirmity will permit, this ideal conception of the 
Christian state. 

Such is an outline of the principal features in Schlegcfs 
system- — s. system which I have endeavoured, as far as 
my feeble powers permitted, to explain, illustrate, and 
enforce. 

But while in the east of Germany, this great luminary 
and his satellite were shedding their mild radiance of 
political wisdom, a star of the first magnitude rose above 
the western horizon of Germany, and filled the surround- 
ing heaven with the splendour of its ll^ht. The illus- 
trious Goerres, already celebrated for his profound re- 
searches in archseology, and many admirable political 
writings, published in 1819 his work, entitled “ Germany 
and the lie volution,” which produced so extraordinary a 
sensation, and was at this time so ably translated by Mr. 
Black. This work was followed in 1821 by that writer’s 
still more wonderful production, entitled “ Europe and 
the Revolution,” a production which in the soundness of 
its doctrines— the generosity of its sentiments — the depth 
and comprehensiveness of its views— and the copiousness, 
and variety of historical illustration brought forward in 
tlieir support— surpasses perhaps all the mighty works in 
defence of social order and liberty which the momentous 
events of the last fifty years have called forth in different 
parts of Europe, With a few slight shades of difference, 
the political views of Goerres mainly accord with those 
of Schlegel ; but, living under the government of Ba- 
varia, the former is able boldly to proclaim truths which 
the latter at Vienna was able only to hint. Goerres 
unites the strong, practical sense of Gentz — the masterly 
learning and profound and comprehensive understanding 
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of F. Schlegel — to great boldness of cliaracter, and a 
style of peculiar force and condensation. Wliile the po- 
litical glance of Schlegel was mostly directed towards the 
past — that of Gentz to the present hour^ — the eye of 
Goerres is turned more particularly to the future. Had 
the counsels of this illustrious man been more generally 
followed, the perilous crisis, in which for the last five 
years Germany has been involved, would have been 
happily averted, or at least better provided against. Him- 
self and Schlegel may be considered as the supreme 
oracles of that illustrious school of liberal conservatives, 
founded by our great Burke, and which numbers besides 
the eminent Germans, whose names have already been 
mentioned, a Baron de Haller in Switzerland— a Vis- 
count de Bonald in France* — a Count Henri de Merode 
in Belgium — and a Count Maistre in Piedmont: men 
whose writings contain, in a greater or less degree,, tlie 
seeds of the future political regeneration of Europe. 

While engaged in the editorship of the ‘‘ Concordia,” 
Schlegel gave a new edition of his works, with consider- 
able improvements and augmentations. Actively as his 
time had been employed, a long period had now elapsed 
since he had given any great production to the world ; 
and he was now preparing those immortal works, which 
were to shed so bright an effulgence round the close of his 
life. In the rapid review v/hich has been here taken of his 
critical, philological, and historical writings, nothing has 
been said of his philosophical pursuits ; and yet philo- 
sophy was his darling study — philosoph}’^, which the 
ancients called “ the science of divine and human things,” 
was alone capable of filling the vast capacity of SchlegeFs 

* Among these great conservatives, M. de Bomid is the only one 
who can be regarded as favourable to absolutism. As long as this 
great writer deals iu general propositions, heseldom errs j hut when 
he comes to apply his principles to practice, then the political pre- 
judices in which he was bred, and which a’ too limited course of 
reading has failed to correct, lead him sometimes into exaggerations 
and errors. On the whole, he is as inferior to Burke as a piibiicist, 
as he is superior to him as a metaphysician- 
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mind. At the age of nineteen, he had already read all 
tlie works of Plato in their original tongue; and six-and- 
thirty years afterwards, he expressed a vivid recollection 
of the delight and enthusiasm which the perusal had ex- 
cited in his youthful mind. In 1800, he commenced his 
philosophical career at the University of Jena, before an 
admiring audience; we have already seen him at Paris, 
amid his philological labours, devoting a portion of his 
time to the cultivation of philosophy; and, amid all the 
struggles and occupations of his subsequent life, he would 
ever and anon snatch some moment to pay his homage 
to this celestial maid — this mistress of his heart— this 
object of his earliest enthusiasm and latest worship. 

A very distinguished friend and disciple of SchlegeFs, 
the Baron d’Eckstein, asserts that, towards the close of 
the last century, a confederacy was formed among some 
men of the most superior minds, for the regeneration of 
natural science — for the revival of the lofty physics, ot 
remote antiquity, when nature was regarded only as the 
splendid and almost transparent veil of the spiritual world. 
The members of this intellectual association were Schel- 
ling, the two Schlegels, the poet Tieck, Novalis, and the 
celebrated geographer, Ritter. , This confederacy was 
dissolved, when the pantheistical tendency of Scheh 
ling’s philosophy became more apparent ; and Frederick 
Schlegel, in particular, became afterwards the most stre- 
nuous and formidable opponent of a philosophic sys- 
tem which appeared ^ to him, and rightly enough, only a 
more subtle and refined Spinosism. On the true nature 
of this philosophy, however, opinion was much divided; 
many religious men among the Protestants ranged them- 
selves under its banners ; even some of the orthodox en- 
tered into terms of accommodation with it ; and the 
great Catholic theologian, Zimmer, thought that, by means 
of this system, he could obtain a clearer conception of 
the great Christian mystery of the Trinity. Enormous 
as may be the errors contained in this philosophy, yet, 
as few philosophic systems are entirely erroneous, the 
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philosophy of Schelling, which appears to have under- 
gone a purification in its course, has been attended with 
some beneficial results. It has led to a more profound 
and spiritual knowledge of nature — it has been, to many, 
a point of transition from the materialism and rationalism 
of the eighteenth century to the Christian religion —and, 
indeed, this efiect it has had on the illustrious founder 
himself, who has for some years returned to the bosom 
of Christianity, and who probably will be remembered 
by posterity more for his recent labours as a profound 
Christian naturalist, than for the pantheistic reveries of 
his youth.* 

Schlegers earlier philosophical, as well as historical, works 
are no longer to be met with, and have not yet been .re- 
published, In the ‘VCorcordia,’* for 1820, we find an out- 
line of those lectures on the Philosophy of Life, which the 
author delivered at Vienna, in the year 1827. This work 
immediately preceeded the one to which this memoir is 
prefixed ; and, as it embodies those general philosophical 
principles, of which in the latter an application is made 

^ This view of the matter is confirmed by the high authority of 
the great Catholic philosopher — Molitor. Speaking of Schellingand 
his disciples, he says (in the words of his recent French translator) : 
“ Qmique leurs premiers ouv rages ne resjnrent pas encore enillvemeni 
resplit pur et v&ntahle^ mais soient entaches plus ou moins de pan- 
theisme ou de naturalisme, comme cela etoit presque necessaire a 
line ^poque encore si profondement enfoncee dans lincr^dulit^ et 
rorgueil, cependant leurs pnneipes ont eveille Tesprit religieux, et 
donn^ une base plus profonde aux verit^s de cet ordre. G’est dans 
ce sens qu’on a retravaille toutes les sciences, et Fori pent dire qiie 
ces homines out plus contnbu^^ conduire vers la religion, que cette 
multitude de compendiiims dogmatiques du sibcle dernierF’ Me then 
adds : On pent se faire une idee de la direction religieuse de la 
physique par les ecrits de Steffens, Schubert, Pfaff, et Baader. Cet 
esprit conduira encore ^ de plus grands resultats; et bientet de 
nouvelles decouvertes fliites au ciel etoile, sur la terre et dans son 
interieur, aiissi bien que dans I’organisine, affermiront et mettront 
dans une nouvelle lumibre ces hautes verit^s connues des anciens, 
mais que le sens stupide des modernes rejetait comme des songes et 
des superstitions/’ pp. 165-6, “ Philosophle de la Tradition, tra- 
duite de I’AHemand.” Paris. 1834, 

E 2 ■ 
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to history, a rapid analysis of its doctrines, particularly in 
the psyGliological and ontological parts> will be useful, nay, 
almost necessary, to the elucidation of many passages in tlie 
following translation. But how can I attempt the analysis 
of a work where the arrangement of a formal, didactic 
discussion is studiously avoided— where the author pours 
forth his thoughts with all the freedom of conversation — 
high, spiritual conversation — where such is the exuberant 
lulness of his ideas, such the shadowy sub tilty of his per- 
ceptions, that even the German language, copious and 
philosophical as it is, seems at times inadequate to their 
expression. Long as Germany had been habituated to 
the genius of Schlegel, she herself seems to have been 
startled by the appearance of a work where the boldest, 
the most uniooked for, the sublimest vistas of philosophy 
were opened to her astonished view. 

Bespeaking then the indulgence of the reader, I will 
now proceed to lay before him an outline of some of the 
principal ideas on psychology and ontology, contained in 
the Philosophy of Life. 

The consciousness of man is conaposed of mind, soul, and 
body. The soul is the centre of consciousness. The 
consciousness of man may he best understood by comparing 
it with that of other created beings. The existence of brutes 
is extremely simple-^they have only a body — they have 
no mind — they have, properly speaking, no soul — at least, 
their soul is completely mingled with their corporeal frame; 
so that on the destruction of the latter, it reverts to the 
elements, or is absorbed in the general vital energy ot 
nature (Natur-seele). In the scale of existence superior to 
man, the angelic spirits are represented in Holy Writ, and 
in the traditions of all nations, as pure, intellectual beings, 
devoid of di^c/ross corporeal frame. But have they no body 
whatsoever? Schlegel ascribes to them what he calls in 
his beautiful language, an etherial body of light.” This 
opinion, it must be confessed, has comparatively few sup- 
porters ill the modern schools of theology, whether in the 
Catholic or Protestant churches; but it was maintained 
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ij many of the ancient fathers, and, in modern times, 
it has met with the high sanction of the great Leibnitz. 
Schlegel assigns no reason for his opinion; but I have 
means of knowing that another great Christian philosopher 
of the age has, in his unpublished system of metaphysics, 
adduced very cogent arguments in support of' this theory. 
With the exception of this subtle,, etherial, luminous body, 
the celestial spirits, according to the author, are nothing 
hut intelligence or mind. They have, strictly ^speaking, 
no soul; for the distinctive faculties of the soul (as will 
be presently shown) are reason and imagination ; and 
these faculties cannot he ascribed to beings in whom an 
intuitive understanding needs not the slow deductions, 
and analytic process of reason; nor wants a medium of 
communication with the world of sense, like imagination. 
lienee the lines of the great German poet fully represent 
the difference, as well as the resemblance, in the intellectual 
action of man and the angelic spirits : 

^ Scicmce, O man, thou shar’st with higher spirits j 
But Art thou iiast alone.*' 

Hence the nature of brutes is simple — that of angels two- 
fold — that of men three-fold. 

The third part of human consciousness, the body — its 
organic laws, powers, and properties, the philosopher 
must leave to the naturalist. It is only when it has refer- 
ence to the higher parts of consciousness that its proper- 
ties can be made the matter of his investigation. Tlie 
soul and the mind form the fit and peculiar subject of his 
inquiries. To tbe mind belong the faculties of will and 
understanding — to the soul, those of reason and imagina- 
tion. Schlegel observes it is remarkable that the three 
different species of mental alienation correspond to the 
three parts of human consciousness. Thus monomania 
springs from some error deeply rooted in the mind— frenzy 
is the disorder of a soul that has broken loose from all the 
restraints of reason; and idiotcy aiises from some organic 



54 . 


THE LITEEAEY LIFE OF 


defect in the brain. The last is the effect of physical, the 
two former the consequence of moral, and frequently 
accidental, causes. The author lays it down as a general 
principle, subject, however, to many modifications and 
exceptions, that in man mind or thought predominates — 
in woman soul or feeling prevails. Hence in marriage, 
which is a sacred union of souls, the deficiencies in the 
psychology of either sex are happily and mutually sup- 
plied. On this subject, Schlegel has some of the most 
touching and beautiful reflections, which a loving heart 
and a noble fancy have ever inspired. 

Imagination (Einbildungs-kraft) is the inventive faculty 
—Reason ( V eriiunft) the regulative — Understanding ( Ver ■* 
stand) the penetrative, or in a higher degree the intuitive 
— and the Will (Wille) the moral, faculty. To these 
primary faculties, or, as the author styles them, these main 
boughs of human consciousness, four secondary faculties 
are subservient — -the memory- — the conscience~the pas- 
sions or natural impulses, and the outward senses. The 
memory is the intermediate faculty between the under- 
standing and the reason — the conscience the intermediate 
faculty between the reason and the will— the passions 
or natural impulses the intermediate faculty between 
tlie will and the imagination — and the outward senses 
form the connecting link between imagination and the 
body. 

Reason is the regulative faculty implanted in the soul. 
In real life, it corresponds to what we commonly call 
judgment, and is that faculty by which the transactions 
of men are regulated, and the resolutions of the will are 
brought to maturity, whether in sacred or secular concerns. 
In science, reason is the dialectical or analytic faculty, 
by which the discoveries of imagination and the percep- 
tions of the understanding receive a definite form — the 
faculty of analysis, arrangement, and combination. Reason 
in itself is not inventive— it makes .no discoveries — it is 
rather a negative than a positive faculty~but it is the 
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indispensab^^^ arbitress, to whose decision understanding 
and imagination must submit their various productions. 

imagination, on the other hand, is the inventive faculty 
in art, poetry, and even science. No great discovery, says 
the author, can be made even in the mathematics, with- 
out imagination. This assertion may strike us as strange ; 
but we must remember that Leibnitz declared he was led 
to his great methematical discoveries by the aid of meta- 
physics; and that imagination necessarily enters into the 
composition of a great metaphysical genius, few will be 
disposed to question. Here, however, if I may be allowed 
to ofier an opinion, Schlegel does not appear to me to have 
traced, with sufficient distinctness, the boundaries between 
imagination and understanding. 

Understanding is the faculty of apprehension— it pene- 
trates into the inward essence of things, and discerns the 
manifestations of the divine or human mind in their 
several revelations and communications. — Thus the natur- 
alist, whose eye searches into the inward life of nature — 
the statesman, who can fathom the most deep-laid plans 
of a hostile policy — the theologian, who can discover the 
most hidden sense of Scripture, may be said to possess in 
an eminent degree, the faculty of understanding. 

Will is the other faculty implanted in the mind of man 
- — the faculty on whose good or evil direction that of ail 
the other faculties of mind and soul essentially depends. 
Independently of the moral direction of the will, its innate 
strength or weakness, its steadiness or vacillation, propor- 
tionally augment or diminish the power of all the other 
faculties. How far moderate abilities, when directed by 
a firm, tenacious, perseverant will can avail — to what a 
degree of success they may sometimes lead, daily expe- 
rience may serve to convince us. 

Originally all these faculties, will and understanding, 
reason and imagination, were harmoniously blended and 
united in the human consciousness; hut since, at the fall 
of man, a dark spirit interposed its shadow betwixt him 
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and tlie Sun of Righteousness, disorder and confusion 
have entered into his mind and soul, and troubled their 
several faculties. Thus the understanding often points 
out a course which the will refuses to follow; and the will, 
on the other hand, is often disposed to pursue the good 
and right path, were the blind or narrow understanding 
competent to direct it. Not only are will and under- 
standing in frequent collision with one another, but each 
is at variance with itself. What the will resolves to-day 
it shrinks from to-morrow! How often does the under- 
standing view the same subject in a different light at 
different times! How much do time, circumstance, and 
humour, place the same truth in a clearer or obscurer 
aspect 1 The same opposition is observable betwdxt reason 
and imagination. Where fancy is the strongest in the 
house, how often- doth she spurn the warnings of her 
more homely and unpretending sister — reason. Again, 
where reason has the ascendancy, what groundless aver- 
sion and paltry jealousy does she not frequently evince 
at the superior nature of her brilliant sister ! Or, to drop 
this figurative language, how often do we behold a man 
of* lofty imagination very deficient in practical sense; and 
again, in your man of strong sense, how frequently dull 
and pedestrian is the fancy 1 In real life what a deplor- 
able schism exists between poets and artists on the one 
hand, and men of business on the other ! What mutual 
contempt and aversion do they not frequently exhibit! 
Well, this schism is nothing else than the external realisa- 
tion of the inward conflict between reason and imagination. 

With respect to the four secondary faculties — memory 
— -conscience — the natural impulses— and the outward 
senses — faculties, which, as the author says, cannot from 
their importance be termed subordinate, but should rather 
he called susidiary or assigned ; — Sclilegel shows that, as 
regards the first, the decay of the memory precedes the 
decline of the reason, and its sudden and entire loss brings 
about tlic extinction of the latter fircul^ In the same 
Y/ay the dcadness of the conscience argues the utmost 
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clepravitj of tlie will. Tlie conscience is the memory of 
the will, as the memory is the conscience of the under- 
standings ^ ^ 

The natural impulses,” says Schlegel, where they 
appear exalted to passion, are to be regarded as nothing 
else but the motions of a will, that has been overpowered 
by the false illusions of imagination. The middle position 
of the impulses betwixt the will and the imagination, as 
well as tlie abused co-operation of those two faculties in 
any passion or sensual gratification, become habitual, is 
apparent particularly in those inclinations which man has 
in common with the brute, and where the viciousness lies 
only in their excess or violence.^ Aspiration after infinity 
is natural to man, and belongs essentially to his being. 
Whatever is defective or disorderly in his impulses 
consists only In their unbounded gratification— in the 
perversion of that aspiration after infinity towards perish- 
able, sensual, material, and often most unworthy objects; 
lor that aspiration, natural as it is to man, where it is pure 
and genuine, can be gratified by no sensual indulgence 
and no earthly possession. ”t In the brute, the gratifica- 
tion of the natural appetites is regular, uniform, subject 
to no vicissitudes or excesses, and entails no injury on his 
nature, because undisturbed and unvitiated by the false 
illusions of imagination. 

Lastly, with regard to the outward senses, there are, 
philosophically speaking, but three, sight, hearing, and 
touch — for under the last, taste and smell are included; 
and it is remarkable how these severally correspond to the 
three parts of human consciousness. The sight is pre- 
eminently the sense of the mind— hearing the sense of the 
soul — while the touch is peculiarly the sense of the body; 
the sense given to the body for its special protection and 
preservation. The loss of the first two senses the body 
can survive — but it perishes wfith the utter extinction of 

* “ Pliilosophie der Sprache/’ p. 1 18—19. f Ibid., p. i2E 
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tlie last. Those expressions in cotnmon parlance, a good 
artist-lihe eye — a fine musical ear— prove the close con- 
nexion which mantind has always felt to exist between 
the outer senses and the higher faculties of man. 

‘‘ Had the soul/^ says the author, “ not been originally 
darkened and troubled — had it remained in a- dear, 
luminous repose in its God- — then the human conscious- 
ness would have been of a far more simple nature than at 
present; for it would have consisted only of understanding^ 
and %oilL Eeason and imagination, which are now 
in such frequent collision with the will and understanding, 
as well as ’with each other^ would then have been absorbed 
in those higher faculties. Even the conscience would not 
then have been a special act, or special function of the 
judgment — but a tender feeling — gentle, almost uncon- 
scious pulsal ion of the soul. The senses and the memory, 
those rninistrant faculties which, in the present dissonance 
of the human consciousness, form so many distinct powers 
of the soul, would, in its state of harmony, have been 
mere bodily organs.”* 

So much for the author’s psychology — let us now 
proceed to the ontological part of the work. 

To the Supreme Being, will and understanding belong 
in a supreme degree; in him they exist in the most 
perfect harmony — will is understanding, and under- 
standing will. But with no propriety can the faculty of 
reason be ascribed to the Deity; and “ it is remarkable,” 
says the author, “ that nowhere in Holy Writ, nor in the 
sacred traditions of the primitive nations,, nor in the 
writings of the great philosophers of antiquity, is the 
term reason ever used in reference to Almighty God. It 
is only among a few of the iater, degenerate, and ration- 
alist sects of j hilosophy, the Stoics for example, that the 
expression D vine Reason is ever met with. If such an 
expression is incorrect or unsound, with still less fitness 
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and decorum can the faculty of imagination be assigned 
to the God-head — the very term would shock the under** 
standings, and revolt the inmost feelings, of all men.. 

The Deity reveals himself unto men in four different 
ways— -in Scripture (including of course its running and 
necessary commentary, ecclesiastical Tiadition); — in 
Nature — in Conscience, and in History. 

‘‘ Holy Writ,” says the author, “as it is delivered to 
us, and as it was begun and founded three-and-thirty 
centuries ago, does not exclude the elder sacred traditions 
of the preceding two thousand four hundred years; or 
the revelation, which was the common heritage of the 
whole human race. On the contrary, it contains very 
explicit allusions to the fact, that mch was 

imparted to the first man, as well as to that patriarch who, 
after the destruction of the primeval world of giants, was 
the second progenitor of mankind. As the sacred know- 
ledge derived from this revelation flowed on every side, 
and in copious streams over the succeeding generations of 
men, the ancient and holy traditions were soon disfigured, 
and covered over with fictions and fables; where, amid a 
multitude of remarkable vestiges and glorious traits of 
true religion, immoral mysteries and bacchanalian rites 
were often intermixed, and truth itself, as in a second 
chaos, buried under a mass of contradictory symbols. 
Thence arose that Babylonish confusion of languages, 
sagas, and symbols, which is universally found among 
the ancient, and even the primitive nations. In the great 
work of the restoration of true religion, which accord- 
ingly we must regard as a second revelation, or rather as a 
second stage of revelation, a rigid proscription of those 
heathen fictions, and of all the immorality connected with 
them, was the first and most essential requisite. But in 
that gospel of creation, which forms the introduction to the 
whole Bible, that elder revelation, accorded to the first 
man and to the second progenitor, is expressly laid down 
as the ground-work; and in this introduction we shall find 
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serve, however, that this opinion of Schlegehs would 
seem, from a passage in the work of the great Catholic 
writer, Molitor, to be consonant with the tradition of the 
ancient synagogue. “The Cabala” says he, “was di- 
vided into two parts — the theoretical and the practical. 
The former was composed of the patriarchal traditions on 
the holy mystery of God, and the divine persons ; on 
the spiritual creation and the fall of the angels ; on the 
ongin of the chaos of matte?', and the renovation of the 
world in the six dags of the creation ; on the creation of 
man, his fall, and the divine ways conducive to his re- 
storation.”* 

“ Death,” says Schlegel, “ came by sin into the world. 
As by the fall of the first man, who was not created for 
death, nor originally designed for death, death was trans- 
mitted to the whole human race ; so by the preceding 
fall of him, who was the first and most glorious of all 
created spirits, death came into the universe, that is, the 
eternal death, whose fire is inextinguishable. Hence it is 
said : ‘ Darkness was upon the face of the deep, and the 
earth was without form, and void’ — as the mere tomb- 
stone of that eternal death ; but the Spirit of God moved 
over the waters, and therein lay the first vital germ of 
the new creation.’ ”t 

But if such is the origin of nature, how is its existence 
perpetuated, and what will be its final destiny ? 

Nature, as was said above, is a book of God’s reve- 
lation, written within and without. The outer part of 
this sacred volume attests the supreme power, wisdom, 
and goodness of the Creator in characters too clear and 
luminous to be unperceived or misread by the dullest or 
the most vitiated eye. The inner pages of this book 
comprise a still more glorious revelation of God— but 
their language is more mysterious, and much which they 
contain seems to have been wisely withheld, or rather 

* See “ Philosophic de la Tradition, traduite de rAlleinandf’ p. 26, 
Paris, 1884. 

f “ Philosophic des Lebens,” p. 126. 
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withdrawn from the knowledge of mankind. It %Yas 
this acq^ualntance with the internal secrets of nature, de- 
rived partly from revelation, and partly from intuition, 
whicli gave the men of the primitive, and especially the 
antediluvian, world such a vast superiority over all the 
sueoeeding generations of mankind. But it was the abuse 
of that knowledge, also, which brought about in the 
primeval world a Satanic delusion, and a gigantic moral 
and intellectual corruption, of which we can now scarcely 
form the remotest idea. But this key to the inward 
science of nature, which was taken away from a corrupt 
world, that had so grossly abused it, seems now about to 
be restored to man, renovated as his soul and intelligence 
have been by a long Christian education. The physical 
researches of the last fifty years, especially in Germany, 
lead the inquirer more and more to the knowledge of this 
important truth, stamped on all the pages of ancient tra- 
dition, and never effaced from the recollection of man- 
kind, to wit, the action of spiritual intelligences on the 
material world. The nature of this action is briefly 
adverted to in the following passage (among many others 
to the same purport), in the “ Philosophy of Llfe.’^ ‘‘ It is 
especially of importance,’’ says the author, ‘‘ for the 
understanding of the general system of nature, to observe 
how the modern chemistry mostly dissolves and decom- 
poses all solid bodies, as well as water itself, into different 
forms of elements of air, and thereby has taken away 
from nature the appearance of rigidity and petrifaction. 
There are everywhere living elemental powers hidden and 
shut up under this appearance of rigidity. The quantity 
of water in the air is so great that it would suffice for 
more than one deluge; a similar inundation of light 
would occur, if all the light latent in darkness were at 
once set free ; and all things would be consumed by fire, 
if that element, in the quantity in which it exists, were 
suddenly let loose. The salutary bonds, by which these 
elemental powers are held in due equilibrium, one bound 
by the other, and kept within its prescribed limits, I will 
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jQot now mate a matter of investigation ; nor now exa- 
mine the question, whether bonds be not perhaps of a 

higher kind than naturalists coimnonlg supposed 

The great apostle of the Gentiles represents all nature 
as sighing* for her deliverance from the bondage of deatln 
“ Every creature groaneth and travaileth in pain, even 
now ” Some chapters in the Philosophy of Life” maybe 
considered as one luminous commentary on that text. 
My limits will permit me to cite but one passage. 

‘‘ That planetary world of sense, and the soul of the eartli 
imprisoned therein, is only apparently dead. Nature only 
sleeps, and may again be awakened : and sleep is, if not the 
essence, yet a characteristic mark of nature. Every 
thing in nature hath this quality of sleep; not the animals 
merely^ but the plants also sleep; and in the course of the 
seasons on the surface of the globe, there is a constant 
alternation between waking and slumber.” . . . “That 
soul,” he continues, “ which slumbers under the prodigious 
tombstone of outward nature — a soul, which is not alien, 
but half akin to us — is divided between the troubled, 
painful reminiscence of eternal death, in which it orginated, 
and the bright flowers of celestial hope, wdrich grow 
on the borders of that dark abyss. For this earthly 
nature, as Holy Writ saith, is indeed subjected to nothing- 
ness— yet without its will, and without its fault: so it looks 
forward in expectation of Him \Yho hatli so subjected it 
—it looks forward in the hope that it may one day be free 
—one day have a share in the general resurrection and 
consummate revelation of God’s glory; and for this last 
great day of future creation nature anxiously sighs, , and 
yearns from her inmost soul.”^ 

I will now wdnd up this analysis ■with the following 
passage, in wdiich the distinctive peculiarities of the dif- 
ferent parts of ontology are shortly stated : “ The distinc- 
tive characteristic of nature is sleep, or the struggle 
between life and death; the distinctive characteristic of 
man isimagination; (for reason is a more negative faculty); 

^ “ Philosophie des Lebens,” p. 129. 
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the distinctive characteristic of the intelligences superior 
to man is restless, eternal activity, implanted in the very 
constitution of their being; and the distinctive character- 
istic of the Deity, in relation to his creatures, is infinite 
condescension.” 

Such is a brief summary of some of the principal 
observations in the psychological and ontological parts of 
the “ Philosophy' of Life.” And in this summary it has 
been my intention not so much . to give an analysis ol 
those parts, as to convey to the reader a clue for the better 
understanding of many passages in the work lhave trans- 
lated. The remaining parts of the ‘‘ Philosophy of Life” 
are devoted to a variety of ethical, political, and assthetic 
reflections, ■which it is unnecessary to enter into here. 

Scarce had Germaiy recovered from the enthusiasm 
which this work (the ‘‘Philosophy of Life”) excited; when 
its illustrious author delivered, in the year 1828 , the fol- 
lowing course of lectures on the “Philosophy of History,” 
which are now presented to the reader in an English garb. 
Defective as may be the medium through which the 
English reader becomes acquainted with this work, he 
will be enabled to form on it a more impartial, as well as 
more enlightened, judgment than any the translator could 
pronounce; and he will, therefore, only venture to observe 
that it has been considered in every respect worthy of its 
author’s high reputation. 

Towards the close of the year 1828 , Schlegel repaired 
to Dresden; and in that city, where the torch of his early 
enthusiasm had been first kindled, was now to witness its 
final extinction. He delivered in this city, before a 
numerous and distinguished auditory, nine lectures on the 
“ Phiiosiophy of Language” (Philosophie der Sprache), 
wherein he developed and expanded those philosophical 
views already laid down in his “Philosophy of Life.” 
This work is even more metaphysical than the one last 
named — with untiring wing, the author here sustains 
his flight through the subHmest regions of philosophy. 
This production displays at times a gigantic vastness of 
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conception which almost appais— we miglit almost say, 
that this mighty intelligence had in his ardent aspirations 
after immortality, burst his earthly fetters — or that 
Divine Providence, judging a degenerate world unworthy 
of hearing such sublime accents, had called him to con- 
tinue his hymn in eternity. On Sunday, the 11th of 
January, 1829, he was, between ten and eleven ohlock at 
night, preparing a lecture, which he was to deliver on the 
following Wednesday. He had in his former lectures 
spoken of time and eternity-^he had called time a dis- 
traction of eternity — he had adverted to those ecstacies of 
great saints, which he called transitions to eternity. He 
was now in this lecture discoursing of the different degrees 
of knowledge attainable by man — of the perception — the 
notion— and the idea. He began a sentence with these re- 
markable words “ Das ganz vollendete und vollkommene 
verstehen selbst aber.”— But the consummate and the 
perfect knowledge”^ — when the hand of sickness arrested 
his pen. That consummate and perfect knowledge he 
himself was now destined to attain in another and a better 
world; for at one o’clock on the same night, he breathed 
out his pure and harmonious soul to heaven. 

His death, though sudden, was not unprovided. He 
had ever lived up to his faith- — through his writings there 
runs an under-current of calm, unostentatious piety; and 
I know no writer more deeply impressed with a sense of 
the loving agency of Providence. A gentleman, well 
acquainted with some of his most intimate friends, has 
assured me that, for some time prior to his death, he had 
prosecuted his devotional exercises with more than ordi- 
nary fervour; and that on the morning of that Sunday on 
which his last illness seized him, he had been united to his 
Lord in the Holy Communion — a presage and an earnest, 
let us hope, of that intimate union he was destined to en- 
joy in the long and cloudless day of eternity ! 

The melancholy news of his death, when conveyed to his 
distinguished friend — Adam M liller, then at Vienna, gave 
such a violent shock to his feelings, that it brought on a 
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stroke of apoplexy, wMch terminated Ms existence. A 
chain of the most exalted sympathies had united those 
souls in life— what marvel if *he electric stroke, which 
prostrated the one should have laid low the other! 

Frederick Schlegel married early in life the daughter of 
the celebrated J ewish philosopher Mendelsohn. This lady 
followed her husband in his change of religion. Mrs. 
Schlegel is one of the most intellectual women in 
Germany — she is advantageously known to the literary 
world by her German translation of Madame de Staefs 
“ Corinne f’ and report has ascribed to her elegant pen 
several of the poems in her husband^s collection.’"^ 

In conclusion, I will endeavour to recapitulate the 
obligations which literature and science owe to the great 
man, whose literary biography I have attempted to sketch. 

To have, in common with his illustrious brother, es- 
tablished a system of broad, comprehensive, synthetic 
criticism, by which the principles of ancient and modern 
art were unfolded to view — -by which vre were introduced 
into the intellectual laboratories of genius, made to assist 
at the birth of her mighty conceptions, and by whose 
plastic touch the great works of ancient and modern poetry 
were in a manner created anew : — to have unlocked the 
fountains of the old Germanic minstrelsy, and refreshed 
the poetry of his age with a new stream of fictions : — to 
have been among the first to do for philology what the 
Stagyrite had done for natural history ; by classifying 
languages not according to their outward form, bu,t their 
internal organisation, not according to a specious, though 
often delusive, etymology, but according to grammatical 
structure : to have deciphered the mysterious wisdom of 
old days, and with admirable tact to have caught the 
spirit of the primitive world, as disclosed in its sagas and 
its symbols, its poetry and its philosophy : next to have 
evoked from the dust the better philosophy of ancient 
Greece, and presented her venerable form to the renewed 

A complete editioo of Frederick Schfegel’s works, in 
volumes 8vo., is now publishing at Vienna. 
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love and respect of mankind, partly by an admiraDle trans- 
lation of portions of Plato, partly by luminous critiques, 
and partly again by the example of his own philosophy, 
in form as well as spirit so eminently Platonic: then, 
in the field of modern history, to have traced the rise and 
progress of the European states, the genius of their civil 
and political institutions, the causes and effects of their 
moral ana social revolutions, with an extent of learning, a 
spirit of impartiality, and a depth and comprehensiveness 
of understanding, unsurpassed by preceding writers, and 
in his own age rivalled only by his illustrious countryman 
— ^Goerres: lastly, to have put the crowning glory to 
a life so full of glorious achievement by his last philoso- 
phical works, where a strong and broad light is thrown 
upon the mysteries of psychology, where the most im- 
portant questions of ontology are treated with equal bold- 
ness and sublimity of thought, and magnificence of fancy, 
while even on physics many bright hints are thrown out, 
which a deeper science will know one day how to turn to 
account: such are the services which this illustrious man 
has rendered to the cause of literature and philosophy. 
Living in an age which is only an epoch of momentous 
transition from the adolescence to the virility of the 
human mind, he was evidently, together with some other 
chosen spirits of his time, the precursor of an era of 
Christian philosophy, when, to use the language of a 
young, but very distinguished French writer (the Abbe 
Gerbet), “ the sterile dust of futile abstractions will be 
swept* a way, and the antique faith will appear crowned 
with all the rays of science.” ^ ‘ Already,” continues the 
writer just quoted, even infidel science, astonished at 
her own discoveries, which disconcert alike ideology and 
materialism, begins to suspect 

There are more things in Heaven and eartu 

Than are dreamt of in that philosophy/’ 
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LECTURE I. 

INTEODUCTION. 

“ Ani the earth was without form, and void, and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep? but the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters.” Gen., ! *? 

By philosophy of histoiy must not be understood a series of 
remarks or ideas upon history, formed according to any con- 
certed system, or train of arbitrary hypotheses attached to 
facts. History cannot be separated from facts, and depends 
entirely on reality ; and thus the Philosophy of history, as it 
is the spirit or idea of history, must be deduced from real his- 
torical events, from the faithful record and lively narration of 
facts — it must be the pure emanation of the great whole — the 
one connected whole of history, and for the right understand- 
ing of this connexion a clear arrangement is an essential con- 
dition and an important aid. For although this great edifice 
of universal history, where the conclusion at least is still want- 
ing, is in this ’•^'spect incomplete, and appears but a mighty 
fragment of which even particular parts are less known to us 
than others ; yet is this edifice sufficiently advanced, ajiid 
many of its great wings and members are sufficiently unfolded 
to our view, to enable us, by a lucid arrangement of the dif- 
ferent periods of history, to gain a clear insight into the general 
plan of the whole. 

It is thus my intention to render as intelligible as I possibly 
can, the general results and the connexion of all the past trans- 
actions in the history of the human race ; to form a true judg- 
ment on the particular portions or sections of history, accord- 
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iiig to their intrinsic nature and real value in reference to the 
general progress of mankind, carefully distinguishing what 
was injurious, what advantageous, and what indifferent; and 
thereby, as far as is possible to the limited perceptions of man, 
to comprehend in some degree that mighty whole. This per- 
ception — this comprehension— this right discernment of the 
great events and general results of universal history^ is what 
might be termed a science of history ; and I would have here 
preferred that term, were it not liable to much misconception, 
and might have been understood as referring more to special 
and learned inquiries, than the other name I have adopted to 
denote the nature of the present work. 

If we would seize and compi’ehend the general outline of 
history, we must keep our eye steadily upon it ; and must not 
suffer our attention to be confused by details, or drawn off by 
the objects immediately surrounding us. Judging from the 
feelings of the present, nothing so nearly concerns our interests 
as the matter of peace or war ; and this is natural, as, in a prac- 
tical point of view they are both affaii's of the highest mo- 
ment ; while the courageous and successful conduct of the one 
insures the highest degree of glory, and the solid establish- 
ment and lasting maintenance of the other, may be considered 
as the greatest problem of political art and human wisdom. 
But it is otherwise in universal history, when this is conceived 
in a comprehensive and enlarged spirit. Then the remotest 
Past, the highest antiquity, is as much entitled to our atten- 
tiou as the passing events of the day, or the nearest concerns 
of our own time. 

When a war, indeed, carried on more than two thousand 
years ago, in which the belligerent parties have long ceased to 
exist, when every thing has been since changed — when a long 
series of historical catastrophes has intervened between that 
period and our own ; when such a warfare, offering as it does 
but at best a remote analogy to the circumstances of nearer 
times, and consequently possessmg no immediate interest, has 
been in\estigated by the mighty intellect of a Thucydides, 
portrayed by him in the highest style of eloquence, and un- 
folded to our view with the most consummate knowledge of 
mankind, of public life, and of the most intimate relations of 
Government; such a warfare then ‘retains a permanent interest, 
and is a lasting source of instruclaon. ‘ We love to dive into 
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the minutest details of an event so widely removed from us— ” 
and such a study is to be regarded and prized as highly use- 
ful, were it only as an exercise of historical reflection, and a 
school of political science. This remark will equally hold 
good, when the internal feuds of a less powerful state have 
been analysed and laid open by the acute perspicacity and 
delicate discrimination of a Machiavelli. And still more, per- 
haps, when a great systena of pacification, like that which Au- 
gustus gave, or promised to give to the whole civilised world, 
and established ibr a certain period at least, has been fathomed 
by the searching eye of a Tacitus, and by his masterly hand 
delineated in its ulterior progress and remote effects ; showing, 
as he does, how that surface, apparently so calm, concealed 
numberless sources of disquiet — an abyss of crime and destruc- 
tion — how that evil principle in the degenerate government 
of Rome became more and more apparent, and under a suc- 
cession of wicked rulers, broke out into paroxysms more and 
more fearful. 

Asa school of political science and historical reflection, the 
study of these and similar classical historical works is of inesti- 
mable advantage. But independently of this, and considered 
merely in themselves, all those countless battles — those endless, 
and even, for the greater part, useless wars, of which the long 
succession fills up for so many thousand years the annals of ail 
nations, are but little atoms compared with the great whole of 
human destiny. The same, with a slight distinction, will hold 
good of so many celebrated treaties of peace in past ages, when 
these have lost all interest for real life and the present order of 
things; — treaties, which though brought about by great labour, 
and upheld by consummate art, were yet internally defective, 
and sooner or later, and often quickly enough, fell to pieces and 
were destroyed. 

From all these descriptions of ancient wars, and treaties 
peace, no longer applicable or of interest to the present world , 
or present order of things, historical philosophy can deduce bi?t 
one, though by no means unimpGrtant, result. It is this — that 
the internal discord, innate in man and in the human race, may 
easily and at every moment, break out into real and open strife 
— ^nay, that peace itself — that immutable object of high political 
art, when regarded from this point of view, appears to be iio-* 
thing else than a war retarded or kept under by human dexte^ 

w2 
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rit y ; for some secret disposition— some diseased political matter, 
is almost ever at hand to call it into existence. In the same 
way as a scientific physician regards the health of the body, or 
its right temperature, as a happy equipoise — a middle line not 
easy to be observed between two contending evils — we must 
ever expect in such an organic imperfection a tendency to, or 
the seeds of, disease in one shape or another. 

Political events form but one part, and not the whole, of 
>t>uman history. A knowledge of details, however great and 
various it may be, constitutes no science in the philosophic sense 
of the word, for it is in the right and comprehensive conception 
of the whole that science consists. 

As the greater par. of the nine hundred millions of men on 
the whole surface of the earth, according to the highest estimate 
of a hazardous calculation, are born, live, and die, without a 
history of them being possible, or without their reckoning a 
fraction in the general history — so that the extremely small 
number of those called historical men, forms but a rare excep- 
tion-— so there are nations and countries, which in a general 
comparative survey of nations, serve hut as a mark or evidence 
of some particular stage of civilisation, without of themselves 
holding any place in the general history of our species, or con- 
ducing to the social progress of mankind, or possessing any 
weight or importance in the scale of humanity. 

There is a point of view, indeed, from which the matter ap- 
pears under a different aspect, and is really different. To the 
all-seeing eye of Providence, every human life, however brief 
its duration, however apparently insignificant, presents a point 
of internal development and crisis, consequently a species of 
history, cognisable and visible to that Eye only, and, therefore, 
not entirely without an object But this point of view belongs 
to another order of things, and is no longer historical — it has 
reference to the immortal destinies of the human soul, and the 
connexion of the present life with another world invisible to 
us. But our historical science is limited to the department of 
man’s present existence; and in our historical inquiries we must 
not lose sight of this principle. 

But the internal development of mind, so far as it is histo- 
rical, belongs as much as the external events of politics to the 
department of human history, and must by no means be ex- 
cluded from it* Among these rare exceptiom of historical men 
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must be named that ancient master of human acuteness, who 
was the teacher of Alexander the Great, and who perhaps holds 
not an humbler or less important place in this exalted sphere 
than the conqueror himself, although this philosopher, whose 
genius embraced nature, the world, and life, was by his own 
contemporaries less honoured and celebrated than by a remote 
posterity. Here in our western world, and long after the king- 
doms founded by the Macedonian conqueror had disappeared, 
and were forgotten, Aristotle for many centuries reigned the 
absolute lord of the Christian schools, and directed the march 
of human science and human speculation in the middle age. 
Whether he were always rightly understood and studied in the 
right way is another question, for here we are speaking of his 
overruling influence and historical importance. Nay, in later 
times, he has materially served the cause of the better natural 
philosophy founded on experience, in which he himself accom- 
plished things so extraordinary for his age, and was originally, 
and for a long while, the guide and master. 

The first fundamental rule of historical science and research, 
when by these is sought a knowledge of the general destinies 
of mankind, is to keep these, and every object connected with 
them, steadily in view, without losing ourselves in the details of 
special inquiries and particular facts, for the multitude and 
variety of these subjects is absolutely boundless ; and on the 
ocean of historical science the main subject easily vanishes from 
the eye. In history, as in every branch of mental culture, the 
first elementary school-instruction is not merely an important, 
but an essential, condition to a higher and more scientific know- 
ledge. At first, indeed, it is merely a nomenclature of cele- 
brated personages and events — a sketch of the great historical 
eras, divided according to chronological dates, or a geographical 
plan — which must be impressed on the memory, and which 
serves as a basis preparatory to that more vivid and compre- 
hensive knowledge to be obtained in riper years. Thus this 
fiist knowledge stored up in the memory, and necessary for me- 
thodising and arranging the mass of historical learning to be 
afterwards acquired, is more a preparation for the study of his- 
tory, than the real science of history itself. In the higher 
grades of academic instruction, the lessons on history must vary 
with each one’s calling and pursuits — one course of historical 
reading is necessary for the theologiaa, another for the lawyer 
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or civilian . To the physician, and in general i.o the naturalist, 
natural history, and what in the history of man is most akin to 
that science, will ever be the most captivating. And the phi- 
lologist will find a boundless field for inquiry in special anti- 
quarian researches, particularly now when, in addition to clas- 
sical learning and the more common Oriental tongues, the 
languages and historical antiquities of the remoter nations of 
^sia have attracted the attention of European scholars, and the 
iriginal sources are becoming every day more accessible. 

Even the sphere of modern political history, from which for 
the practical business of government so much is to be learned, will 
be found equally extensive— when, besides the modern classical 
works, we look to the countless multitude of private memoirs 
and other historical and political writings ,* especially at a time, 
and in a world where even periodical publications and news- 
papers have become a power and an art or a science, and society 
itself falls more and more under the sway of journalism. If in this 
department of politics and statistics, we add also the number of 
unprinted documents, we shall find that the archives of many a 
state would alone furnish occupation for more than a man’s life. 

In all such special departments of historical science, the great 
whole of history is made subordinate to some secondary object ; 
and this cannot be othervsdse. It may even be advantageous 
for the profounder knowledge and more skilful exposition of 
universal history that we should seriously investigate some par- 
ticular branch of history; and, in a science so various, select 
some special subject for more minute inquiry ; but this can 
never be done without some decided predilection — some almost 
party bias towards the subject. Yet such special inquiries are 
only preparatory or auxiliary to the general science or philo- 
sophy of history — but not that science itself. Thus at the out- 
set of my literary career, I devoted a considerable time to a 
very minute study of the Greeks’^ — and subsequently I applied 
myself to the Hindoo language and philosophy, at that time 
more difficult of access than at the present day.f In the strug- 
gles of life, and amid the public dangers of our times, I was alive to 

* Schle^^eFs first great work was entitled “The Greeks and the Ho- 
mans/* published in the year 7. 

t The result of our author’s researches on Hindoo literature and phi- 
losophy was evinced in his work entitled, ** The Language and Wisdom 
of the Indians,” published in 1808. 
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E patriotic feeling for tlie history of my own country, and recent 
times ; and, perhaps, there are some among my present hearers 
who remember the historical lectures I delivered in this spirit 
eighteen years ago in this imperial city.* It is now my wish, 
and the object I propose to myself, to discard all antiquarian. 
Oriental, or European predilections for particular branches of 
history, and to unfold to view, and render completely clear and 
intelligible, the great edifice of universal history in all its parts, 
members, and degrees. The first fundamental rule here laid 
down, with respect to the mode of treating general history— 
namely, to keep the attention fixed on the main subject, and 
not to let it be distracted or dissipated by a number of minute 
details —concerned more the method of historical science. The 
second rule regards the subject and purport of history, and 
stands in more immediate connexion with the first portion of 
this work — that relating to primitive history. This second 
fundamental rule of historical science may be thus simply ex- 
pressed; — we should not wish to explain every thing. Histo- 
rical tradition must never be abandoned in the philosophy of 
history— otherwise we lose all firm ground and footing. But 
historical tradition, ever so accurately conceived and carefully 
sifted, doth not always, especially in the early and primitive 
ages, bring’ with it a full and demonstrative certainty. In such 
cases, we have nothing to do but to record, as it is given, the 
best and safest testimony which tradition, so far as we have it, 
can afford; supposing even that some things in that testimony 
appear strange, obscure, and even enigmatical ; and perhaps a 
comparison with some other part of historical science— or, if I 
may so speak, stream of tradition, will unexpectedly lead to the 
solution of the difficulty. Extremely hazardous is the desire to 
explain every thing, and to supply whatever appears a gap in 
history — for in this propensity lies the first cause and germ of 
all those violent and arbitrary hypotheses which perplex and 
pervert the science of history far more than the open avowal of 
our ignorance, or the uncertainty of our knowledge : hypotheses 
which give an oblique direction, or an exaggerated and false 
extension to a view of the subject originally not incorrect, And 
even if there are points which appear not very clear to us, or 
which we leave unexplained— this will not prevent us from com- 

* Schlegel alludes to “The Lectures on Modern History,” which he 
d divered at Vienna in the year IS 10. 
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prehendmgj so far at least as the limited conception of man is 
able, the great outline of human history, though here and there 
a gap should remain* 

This matter will he best explained by an example that will 
bring us at once to the subject we propose to treat. Let iis 
imagine some bold navigators (and what we here suppose by 
way of example has more than once actually occurred) touch- 
ing at some island inhabited by wild savages in the midst of 
the great ocean between America and Eastern Asia. This 
island lies, we suppose, at a very great distance from either 
continent, and the same will hold good of it, though there be 
a group of islands. These savages have but miserable fishing- 
boats made of hollow trunks of trees, by which it is not easy 
to conceive how they could have been transported so far. The 
question now naturally occurs, how has this race of men come 
hither ?■ — 

A pagan natural philosophy, which even now dares often 
enoxigh to raise its voice, would be very ready with its answer : 
“ There,” it would say, ‘’you see plainly how every thing has 
sprung from the pap of the earth — the primitive slime — there 
is no need of the far-fetched idea of an imaginary Creator — 
these self-existing men of the earth — these well-known autoc- 
thones of the ancients^ — these true sons of nature — have risen 
up or crawled out of the fruitful slime of the earth.” 

A deeper physiological science would, independently of every 
other consideration, and looking merely to the natural organi- 
sation of man, scout this wild chaotic hypothesis respecting his 
origin from slime. For this organic frame of the human body, 
which has become a body of death, is still endowed with many 
and wonderful powers, and still encloses the hidden light of its 
celestial origin. — Without, however, entering further into this 
inquiry, which falls not within the limits here prescribed, let 
us rather tacitly believe that although as the ancient history 
saith, man was formed out of the slime of the earth ; yet it 
was by the same Hand which invisibly conducts each indivi- 
dual through life, and has more than once rescued all mankind 
from the brink of the abyss, that his marvellous body was 
framed, into which the Maker himself breathed the immortal 
spiiit of life. This divine in-dwelling spark in man, the 
heathens themselves, notwithstanding the opinion about the 
autocthones, recognised in the beautiful tradition or fiction of 
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Prometlieus ; and many of their first spirits, philosophers, 
orators, and poets, and gi*ave and moral teachers, have in one 
form or another, and nnder a yariety of figurative expressions, 
borne frequent, and loud, and repeated testimony to the truth 
of a higher spirit, a divine flame, animating the breast of man. 
This universal faith in the heavenly Promethean light — or as 
we should rather say, this spark of our bosoms — is the only 
thing we must here pre-suppose, and from which all our his- 
torical deductions must be taken. With the opposite doctrine 
— with the absolute unbelief in all which constitutes man 
realty man — no history, and no science of history, is possible ; 
and this is the only remark we shall here oppose to an inAdelity 
that denies the existence of every thing high and godly. For 
the question respecting the creation of man, or as atheism 
terms it, the first springing up of the human race, is beyond 
the limits of history, and must be left to the decision of revela- 
tion and faith ; for the question can be reached by no history, 
no science of history— no historical research. History begins, 
as this will be presently shown, with man’s second step; 
which immediately follows his concealed origin antecedent to all 
history. 

To recur now to the example already given of an island 
situated in the middle of the ocean, with its savage inhabitants 
and their miserable fishing-boats — the real solution, as experi- 
ence has realty proved, of this apparent difficulty is, on a nearer 
acquaintance with the subject, easily found. If, for example, 
the language and traditions of this rude, savage, or at least 
degraded, tribe, are minutely studied and investigated, then so 
striking a resemblance and affinity will be found with the lan- 
guages and traditions of the races in either of the remotely 
situated continents, that the most sceptical mind will hardly 
entertain a doubt respecting the common origin of both; for 
obis community in language and traditions is too strong, too 
strikingly evident, to. be ascribed with any degree of proba- 
bility to the sport of accident. This truth now once firmly 
established (for a community of language, tradition, and race 
among all the nations of the earth is a truth almost unani- 
mously received and acknowledged by those historical inquirers 
most versed in nature, and most learned in philology of the 
present age), it becomes a mere matter of indifference, or one 

least of minor importance, how and in what way this 
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originally savage, or at least barbarised tribe first arrived 
hither; and it were a mere waste of labour to select, among 
the himdred conceivable or inconceivable accidents and possi^ 
bilities which may have occasioned or led to this arrival, any 
particular one as the best explanation, and to found thereon 
some ingenious hypothesis, how the land on both sides may 
have been differently situated, before a closer connexion with 
this little island was broken off by the destructive floods; or in 
which of the last great catastrophes of the earth that disjunc- 
tion may have taken place. We ma such conjectures 

to themselves, and, satisfied with the main result, proceed 
further in the historical investigation and survey of the earth. 
For, in truth, the earth^s surface more narrowly and carefully 
examined, furnishes, in reference to man and his primitive 
history, far other and weightier problems than those involved 
in the example first selected. 

It is generally known that in a great many places situated 
in various parts of the earth, in the interior of mountains and 
even on plains, sometimes near the surface, and sometimes at a 
greater or less depth in the interior of mountainous chains 
rising to a very great elevation above the level of the sea, 
there are found whole strata of scattered hones belonging to 
animal species either actually existing, or which formerly 
existed and are now totally extinct— *the chaotic remains of an 
all-destroying inundation that immediately remind us of the 
general tradition respecting the great Flood, In other places 
again, extensive layers of coral, sea-shells, marine plants, and 
other products of the sea, imbedded in the firm soil, prove 
these tracts of land to have been an ancient bottom of the 
sea. According to all appearance, these are not only monu- 
ments of one great natural revolution, hut these elemental 
g’igantic sepulchres of the primitive world offer to the mind 
many and various problems which more nearly, indeed, regard 
the earth, but as that planet is the habitation of man, have in 
consequence an indirect, but proximate, reference to mankind 
and their earliest history . A single example will best serve to 
point out among so many things, which are no longer perhaps 
susceptible of explanation, that which is of most moment to 
the historian ; as well as the limits within which he should 
keep. 

Not long hack, about nine years ago, a cave was discovered 
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in tlie coaiity of Yorksliire, in England, filled for the most 
part with the bones and skeletons o£ hyaenas, of the same species 
now found in' the southernmost point of Africa — the Cape of 
Good Hope. These hones were intermixed with those of tigers, 
bears, wolves, as also of elephants, rhinosceri, and other ani- 
mals, among which were found the remains of the old large 
deer, that is not now to be met with in England. The pro- 
found naturalist, Schubert, whom, in subjects of this’ kind, 1 
willingly take for my guide, observes in his natural history 
with respect to this newly- discovered cavern (which evidently 
belongs to another, long extinct, and anterior woHd of nature), 
that the opinion which would make a whole stratum of bones 
to have been swept thither by floods in so sound a state, and 
from so remote a distance, is perfectly inadmissible. He shows 
it to be much more probable that this cave was the den of a 
troop of hyaenas, which had dragged thither the bones of the 
other animals 5 for this fell and rapacious animal feeds by pre- 
ference on bones, which it knows how to break, as it is in the 
habit of raking up dead bodies. What an immense interval 
separates that now highly civilised state — those flourishing 
provinces—that country abounding, and almost overteeming 
with all the fruits of human industry, with all the productions 
of mechanic skill ; — that cultivated garden, that Island- Queen, 
the mistress of every sea ; — what an immense interval sepa- 
rates her from those savage times, when troops of hyaenas 
prowled about the land, together with the other gigantic ani- 
mals of the southern zone and tropic clime ! 

Thus is it natural to suppose that in one of the last great 
revolutions of nature the climate of the earth has undergone a 
total change ; and that originally the now icy north enjoyed a 
glowing warmth, a rich fertility, and all the fulness of luxu- 
riant life. A number of still more decisive facts declare for this 
supposition, or, to speak more properly, this certainty ; since 
we discover in the upper parts of Northern Asia, and in ge- 
neral throughout the Polar regions, entire forests of palm in the 
subterraneous strata, as also well preserved remains of whole 
herds of elephants, and of many other kindred species of ani- 
mals now totally extinct. Long before most of these facts 
were discovered, Leibnitz had conjectured that originally the 
earth in general, even in the north, enjoyed a much warmer 
temperature than in the present period of all -ruling and pro- 
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gressive frost; and Buffon and others have established on this 
idea the hypothesis of a vast central fire in the interior of the 
earth. The interior parts of the earth and its internal depths 
are a region totally impervious to the eye of mortal man, and 
can least of ail be approached by those ordinary paths of hypo- 
thesis adopted by naturalists and geologists. The region 
designed for the existence of man, and of every other creature 
endowed with organic life, as well as the sphere open to the 
perception of man’s senses, is confined to a limited space 
between the upper and lower parts of the earth, exceedingly 
small in proportion to the diameter, or even semi-diameter, of 
the earth, and forming only the exterior surface, or outer skins, 
of the great body of the earth. Even at a very slight depth 
below the earth’s surface, all change of seasons ceases and an 
even temperature eternally prevails, approximating rather to 
cold than living heat. Yet on this side the earth is more easy 
of access than in the upper regions, where not only the higher 
Alps and glaciers are the last attainable limit to human daring, 
but even the pure ether of the supernal atmosphere made an 
aeronaut, celebrated for his disaster, learn at his own cost, how 
very near is that boundary where, in deadening cold, ail life 
and all observation cease. It is in the physical, as in the 
moral world— where light and heat should exist, there two 
things are necessary — power to give light and communicate 
heat, and a substance capable of receiving and absorbing the 
one and the other. Where either condition is wanting, there 
reigns eternal darkness, and deadly and eternal cold ; and so 
the fact, that the whole action of heat, and of all the life it 
produces, is confined entirely to this lower atmosphere, should 
awake attention rather than create surprise. In all matters, 
even of this sort, we cannot he too mindful of the necessity of 
.confining our researches to that small, narrowly circumscribed 
sphere inhabited by man, and of never exceeding those limits.. 

Thus to explain the fact that the habitable earth has not, as 
originally, so warm a temperature as the north, we need not 
have recourse to any supposition of a central fire suddenly ex- 
tinguished, like an oven that becomes cold, or to any other 
violent hypothesis of the same kind ; for this fact may be sufiS- 
ciently accounted for by the last great revolution of nature — the 
general deluge, which, as may be assumed with great proba- 
bility, produced a change in the heretofore much purer, balmier 
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snd more genial atmosphere. That towards the equator, the 
position of the earth’s axis has undergone a change, and that 
thereby this great revolution in the earth’s climate was occa- 
sioned, is indeed a bare possibility ; but until further proof, 
this must be regarded as a purely gratuitous hypothesis. But 
without subscribing to these fanciful suppositions, and mathe- 
matical theories, and without wishing to penetrate, with some 
geologists, into the hidden depths of the earth in quest of an 
imagined central fire, we shall find on the inhabited surface 
of the globe, or very near it, many proofs and indications of 
the once superior energy of the principle of fire — a principle 
whereof volcanoes, whether subsisting or extinct and the kin- 
dred phenomena of earthquakes, may be considered the last 
feeble surviving effects; for not basalt only, but porphyry, 
granite, and in general all the primary rocks, and those which, 
according to the classification of geologists, are more immedi- 
ately akin to them, can be proved to be of a volcanic nature 
with as much certainty, as we can trace, in the horizontal se- 
condary formations, the destructive influence and operation of 
the element of water. Hence this layer of subterraneous, 
though now in general slumbering fire, with all its volcanic 
arteries and veins of earthquakes, may once have been as 
widely diffused over the surface of the globe, as the element 
of water, now occupying so large a portion of that surface. 
As volcanic rocks exist in the ocean, or rather at its bottom, 
and as their irruptions burst through the body of waters up 
to the surface of the sea ; as their volcanic agency gives birth 
to earthquakes, and not unfrequently raises, and heaves up 
new islands from the depths of the ocean; naturalists have 
concluded, with reason from these various facts, that the volcanic 
basis of the earth s surface, though tolerably near, must still 
be somewhat deeper than the bottom of the sea. And without 
stopping to examine the hypothesis relative to the immea- 
surable depth of the ocean, the opinion which fixes the earth’s 
basis at about 30,000 feet, or one geographical mile and a half 
below the level of the sea, does not exceed the modest limits of a 
well-considered probability. In the present period of the globe, 
water is the predominant element on the earth’s s^irface. But if 
that volcanic power which lies deeper in the bosom of the earth 
and the kindred principle of fire, had at an early epoch of nature. 
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tbe same iniiience aiad operation on the earth, as water after- 
wards had, we can well imagine such an influence to have 
materially affected the lower atmosphere, and to have rendered 
the climate of the earth, even at the north, totally different 
from what it is at present. 

The strata of hones formed by the old flood, and the buried 
remains of a former race of animals, call forth a remark, which 
is not without importance in respect to the primitive history 
of man;— it is, that among the many bones of other large and 
small land animals, which form of themselves a rich and vaiied 
collection of the subterraneous products of nature, the fossil 
remains of man are scarcely anywhere to be found. It has 
sometimes happened that what were at first considered the bones 
of human giants, have been afterwards proved to have been 
those of animals. It is so very rare an instance to meet in 
fossil remains with a real human bone, skull, jaw-bone, or 
entire human skeleton (as in one particular instance was found 
enclosed in a lime-stone, mixed with some few utensils and in- 
struments of the primitive world, such as a stone-knife, a 
copper axe, an iron club, and a dagger of a very ancient form, 
together with some human bones) ; that the very rareness of 
tlie exception serves only to confirm the general rule. Were 
we from this fact immediately to draw the conclusion that 
during all those revolutions of nature, mankind had not yet 
existence, such an hypothesis would be rash, groundless, com- 
pletely at variance with history — one to which many even phy- 
sical objections, too long to detail here, might be opposed. 
That so very few, and indeed scarcely any human bones are 
to be found among the fossil remains of the primitive world, 
may possibly be owing to the circumstance that by the very 
artificial, hot, and highly-seasoned food of men, their bones, 
from their chemical nature and qualities, are more liable to 
destruction than those of other animals. I may here repeat 
what I have already had occasion to remark, and what is here 
of especial importance, as applying particularly to the history 
and circumstances of the primitive world namely, that all 
things are not susceptible of an entire, satisfactory, and abso- 
lutely certain explanation ; and that yet we may form a tole- 
rably correct conception of general facts ; though many of the 
particulars may remain for a time unexplained, or at least not 
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capable of a full explanation. So, on tbe other hand, it would 
be premature, and little conformable to the grave circumspection 
of the historian, to reduce all those natural catastrophes (the 
vouching monuments and mysterious inscriptions of which are 
now daily disclosed to the eye of Science as she explores the 
deep sepulchres of the earth)— to reduce, I say, all those 
natural catastrophes exclusively to the one nearest to the liis- 
torical times, and which, indeed, is attested by the clear, 
unanimous tradition of all, or at least of most ancient nations ; 
for several mighty and violent revolutions of nature, of various 
kinds, though of a less general extent, may possibly have hap« 
pened, and very probably did really happen simultaneously 
with, or subsequently, or even previously, to tbe last general 
hood. 

The irruption of the Black Sea into the Thracian Bosphorus 
is regarded by very competent judges in such matters, as an 
event perfectly historical, or at least, from its proximity to the 
historical times, as not comparatively of so primitive a date. 
A celebrated northern naturalist has shown it to be extremely 
probable that the Caspian Sea, and the Lake Aral, were origi- 
nally united with the Euxine and that on the other hand, the 
North Sea extended very far over land, and even near to those 
regions, leaving some marine plants very different from those of 
the Southern Seas. The sea originally must have stretched 
much further over the earth and even over many places where 
now is dry land, as may easily be inferred from the great and 
extensive salt-steppes in Asia, Africa, and some parts of 
Eastern Europe, which furnish many and irrefragable proofs 
that the land was once occupied by the sea. 

All these great physical changes are not necessarily and 
exclxisively to be ascribed to the last general deluge. The 
presumed irruption of the Mediterranean into the ocean, as 
well as many other mere partial revolutions in the earth and 
sea, may have occurred much later, and quite apart from this 
great event. The original magnificence of the climate of the 
north, as displayed in the luxuriant richness of all organic 
productions, is commemorated in many traditions of the primi- 
tive nations, especially those of Southern Asia ; and in these 
Sagas, the north is ever made the subject of uncommon 
eulogy. That the north enjoys a certain natural pre-eminence 
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appear? to be matter of certainty; and to be even susceptible 
of scientific demonstration* The northern and southern ex- 
tremities of our planet appear at least to be very imlike, if we 
judge the terraqueous globe according to the present state of 
geographical knowledge. Wliile the old and new continents, 
the north of Asia and of America, extend in long and wide 
tracts of land high up towards the North Pole, so that the 
boundaries of land cannot be everywhere perfectly defined ; 
water is the predominant element around the colder South 
Pole, to which even the southernmost point of America, and 
the remotest island of Polynesia— the extreme verge of land 
—make no near approach ; and beyond these points, so far 
as the boldest navigators have been able to penetrate, they 
have discovered only sea and ice, and nowhere a real Polar 
region of any great extent. Thus the South Pole is the cold 
and wateiy side, or as we should say in dynamics, the negative 
and weaker end of the earth^s body, while the North Pole on 
the other hand appears to be the positive and stronger extre- 
mity; for, though the centre of the earth’s magneticji^jfetFaction 
and magnetic life, accords not mathematicallyjssa^rtne northern 
point, yet it lies at no very great distance from it. In other 
phenomena of nature, too, the real seat and principle of life 
will be found, not at the mathematical point, but a little 
removed from it. 

Another circumstance worthy of consideration is, that the 
nortliem firmament possesses by far the largest and most 
brilliant constellations, and that though the southern firma- 
ment is embellished by its own, they are neither in the same 
number, nor of the same beauty. To the impressions made 
by such objects, the men of the primitive ages were certainly 
far more alive than those of the present day ; and an obscure 
feeling for natme, grounded on the real natural superiority of 
the north, as well as the poetical Sagas which were in part the 
natural offspring of such feelings, may have contributed to 
direct the stream of the first migrations of nations towards 
the north, and have occasioned the very early colonisation 
and settlement of its regions ; for, in primitive antiquity, a 
certain presentient instinct, it is right to suppose, was much 
oftener the primary cause of those migrations than such a 
spirit of commercial speculation as afterwards animated the 
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PlicBiiicians and tlieir various colonies. We may here also 
observe, that even in its present state, the remoter north has 
its own peculiar charms and advantages, and that by human 
industry it may attain to a much higher degree of productive- 
ness, than we should be at first-sight tempted to suppose. In 
this sense ought to be taken the tradition of antiquity, as to 
the happy and virtuous people of the Hyperboreans; and it 
is easy to understand it in this sense without infering thence 
too many consequences. If, on the other hand, some able and 
learned naturalists, led away by this fact, appear almost inclined 
to regard the region of the North Pole, once in the enjoyment 
of a warm southern temperature, as one of the earliest, nay, 
the very earliest abode of the human race ; I cannot follow 
them in their hypothesis, opposed as it is to the positive and 
unanimous tradition of many and most ancient nations, pointing 
with one concurrent voice to Central Asia as man’s primitive 
dwelling-place. It appears, indeed, that the tradition of anti- 
quity as to the Island of Atlantis ought to be considered 
historical ; but instead of regarding this country as an island 
of the Blessed situated in the arctic circle, I think it much 
more natural to refer the whole tradition to an obscure nautical 
knowledge of America, or of those adjacent islands at which 
Columbus first touched, and to which the Phoenician pilots (who 
beyond all doubt circumnavigated Africa), may not improbably 
have been driven in the course of their voyage. 

I have laid it down as an invariable maxim constantly to 
follow historical tradition and to hold -fast by that clue, even 
when many things, in the testimony and declarations of tradition, 
appear strange and almost inexplicable, or at least enigmatical : 
for so soon as in the investigations of ancient history we let 
slip that thread of Ariadne, we can find no outlet from the 
labyrinth of fanciful theories, and the chaos of clashing 
opinions. For this reason I cannot concur in the very violent 
hypothesis which a celebrated geologist towards the close of 
the last century, M. De Luc, has hazarded respecting the 
deluge, and which the excellent Stolherg has adopted in his 
great historical work although the author of this? theory, so 
far from intending to oppose it to the Mosaic account of the 

* The History of Eeligion of Count Frederick Stolberg; — a noble 
monument raised by genius and learning to the honour of Eeligion. — 
Trans* 
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delugej or to set aside the narrative of the inspired hist oiian® 
conceived his hypothesis was calculated to furnish the strongest 
confirmation and clearest illustration of the sacred text. But 
1 cannot reconcile his theory either with Holy Writ, or with 
the general testimony of historical tradition. The supposition 
is this, that the deluge was not a general inundation of the 
whole earth, according to the ordinary belief, but a mere 
change of the solid and fluid parts of the earth’s surface, a dyna- 
mical transmutation of land and sea, so that what w^as formerly 
land became sea, and vice vers^. This is much more than can 
be found in the old account of the Noachian flood, or than a 
sound critical interpretation would infer *, and the supposition 
that the names of rivers and countries occurring in the Bible, 
refer to those objects as they existed in the original dry land ; 
and are again to be transferred to similar objects in the new 
land that sprung up with, or after, or out of the deluge ; this 
supposition, I say, bears too evidently the stamp of arbitrary 
conjecture, to gain admission and credit with those who have 
taken historical tradition for their guide. If by the geological 
facts which offer, or which we think offer, satisfactory proof, 
not only of the general Noachian flood, but of more than one 
deluge and of still more violent catastrophes of nature ; if by 
these geological facts before our eyes, such a total revolution 
and dynamic transmutation of land and sea were really proved 
(and the character of these proofs I must abandon to the 
investigation and judgment of others); this great revolution 
examined in an historical point of view, and in reference to 
the Mosaic history, must then be rather referred to that elder 
period, whereof it is said : The earth was without form and 
void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; but the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.'^ 

These words which announce the presage of a new morn of 
creation, not only represent a darker and wilder state of the 
globe, but very clearly show the element of water to be still 
in predominant force. Even the division of the elements of 
the waters above the firmament, and of the waters below it, on 
the second day of creation—-the permanent limitation of the 
sea for the formation and ’«^‘?ihle appearance of dry land, neces- 
sarily imply a mighty 1 evolution in the earth, and afford 
additional proof that the Mosaic histor}^ speaks not only of 
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dne, but of several catastrophes of nature ; a circumstance that 
has not beeri, near enough attended to in the geological inter- 
pretation and illusti*ation of the Bible. But to the bold and 
ill-founded hypothesis above-mentioned, many geological facts 
may be opposed, for in the midst of vast tracts and strata of an 
ancient bottom of the sea, many spots are found covered with 
the accumulated remains of land animals, with trunks of trees 
and various other products of vegetation, pertaining not to the 
sea, but to dry land. 

With the clearest and most indubitable precision, the Mosaic 
history fixes the primitive dwelling-place of man in that central 
region of Western Asia situate near two great rivers, and amid 
four inland seas, the Persian and Arabian gulfs on the one hand, 
and the Caspian and Mediterranean seas on the other, and which 
is likewise designated for the same purpose by the concurrent 
traditions of most other primitive nations. The ancient tra- 
dition of the European nations as to their own origin and 
early history, conducts the inquirer constantly to the Cau- 
casian regions, to Asia Minor, to Phoenicia, and to Egypt; 
countries all of them contiguous to, in the vicinity and even on 
the coast of, that central region. Among the primitive Asiatic 
nations, the Chinese place the cradle of their origin and civilisa- 
tion in the north-western province of Shensee; and the Indians 
fix their’s towards the north of the Himalaya Mountains. Thus 
this last tradition points to Bactriana, which, as it borders 
on Persia, approximates consequently to that central region; 
whereof the holy and primitive country of the Persian Sagas, 
Atropatena or land of fire, now known by the name of Adher- 
bijan, forms a part. With a clearness and precision which admit 
of no doubt, the Mosaic history designates the two great rivera 
of that central region, the Tigris and Euphrates, by the same 
names which they have ever afterwards borne; and even the 
name of Eden, down to a later period, was affixed to a country 
near Damascus, and to another in Assyria. The third river of 
Paradise has been sought for by some in a more northerly di- 
rection— in the region of Mount Caucasus; and though not 
with equal certainty as in the other two instances, they have 
thought to find it in the Phasis. The fourth river towards the 
south, the old interpreters generally took to be the Nile; but 
the description of its course is so widely different from the pre- 
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sent situation of that river, and the present geography of the 
whole of those regions, that here at least a very great change 
must have occurred, in order to occasion this discrepancy be- 
tvveen the old desciiption of this river's course, and the present 
geography of the country. 

In another circumstance also, which has been mostly too 
little attended to, this disparity between the Mosaic descrip- 
tion and the present conformation of those regions is particu- 
larly striking. The geography of the rivers of Paradise, at least 
of two or three, may be easily traced, though the fourth remains 
a matter of uncertainty ; but the one source of Paradise in 
which those four rivers had their rise, in order thence to spread 
and diffuse fertility over the whole earth — this one source 
which is precisely the object of most importance, can nowhere 
he found on the earth ; whether it be dried or filled up, or how- 
soever it has been removed. In attending to some indications 
in Scripture, and without transgressing the due limits of inter- 
pretation, may we not be permitted to conjecture that the first 
chastisement indicted on man by expulsion from his first glo- 
rious habitation and primeval home, may have been accom- 
panied by a change in Paradise brought about by some natural 
convulsion? To judge by analogy, and from circumstances, 
which even a passage in Holy Writ alludes to, this convulsion 
must have been rather a volcanic eruption, by which even at 
the present day the sources of rivers are dried up, and their 
course completely changed, than a mere inundation that we are 
ever wont to regard as the sole possible cause of physical revo- 
lutions. Many vestiges of such changes may perhaps be proved 
from even geological observation; — thus to cite only one ex- 
ample, the Dead Sea in Palestine itself may be included in the 
number of those lakes that bear very evident traces of a volcanic 
origin. The supposition, however, which we have ventured to. 
make, must not be looked upon in the light of a formal hypo- 
thesis, but rather as a question dictated by a love of inquiry, and 
by a desire for the further elucidation of a subject not yet suf- 
ficiently understood. 

Thus have I now taken a general survey of the errly condi- 
tion of the globe, considered as the habitation of man, and as 
far as was necessary for that object ; and in this rapid sketch I 
have endeavoured, as far as was possible for a layman, to place 
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in the clearest light the most remarkahle and best attested 
facts and discoveries of geology, with a constant attention to 
the testimony of primitive and historical tradition. No longer 
embarrassed by these physical discussions, we may now proceed 
to meet the main question: “ What relation hath man to this 
his habitation— earth ; what place doth he occupy therein ; and 
what rank doth he hold among the other creatures and co- 
habitants of this globe ; what is his proper destiny upon, and in 
relation to, the earth ; and what is it which really constitutes 
him man ?” 

The absolute, and, for that reason, pagan system of natural 
philosophy spoken of above, has indeed, in these latter times, had 
the courage, laudable perhaps in the perverse course which it 
had taken, to rank man with the ape, as a peculiar species of 
the general kind. When in its anatomical investigations, it 
has numbered the various characteristics of this human ape, 
according to the number of its vertebrae, its toes, kc., it con- 
cedes to man, as his distinguishing quality, not what we are 
wont to call reason, perfectibility, or the faculty of speech, but 
‘ ■ a capacity for constitutions 1” Thus man would be a liberal 
ape l And so far from disagreeing with the author of this 
opinion, we think man may undoubtedly become so to a certain 
extent, although the idea that he was originally nothing more 
than a nobler or better disciplined ape is alike opposed to the 
voice of history, and the testimony of natural science. If in 
the examination of man’s nature we will confine our view ex- 
clusively to the lower world of animals, I should say that the 
possible contagion and communication of various diseases, and 
organic properties and powers of animals, would prove in man 
rather a greater sympathy and affinity of organic life and animal 
blood with the cow, the sheep, the camel, the horse, and the 
elephant, than with the ape. Even in the venomous serpent 
and the mad dog, this deadly affinity of blood and this fearful 
contact of internal life exist in a different and nearer degree, 
than have yet been discovered in the ape. The docility, too, of 
tlie elephant and other generous ani^nals, hears much stronger 
marks of analogy with reason than the cunning of the ape, in 
which the native sense of a sound, unprejudiced mind will 
always recognise an unsuccessful and abortive imitation of man. 
The resemblance of physiognomy and east of c mntenance in 
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the lion, the hull, and the eagle, to the human face —a resem- 
blance so celebrated in sculpture and the imitative arts, and 
which was interwoven into the whole mythology and symbolism 
of the ancients ^ this resemblance is founded on far deeper and 
more spiritual ideas than any mere comparison of dead bones in 
an animal skeleton can suggest. 

The extremes of error, when it has reached the height of 
extravagance, often accelerate the return to truth; and thus 
to the assertion that man is nothing more than a liberalised 
ape, we may boldly answer that man, on the contrary, was 
originally, and by the very constitution of his being, designed 
to be the lord of creation, and, though in a subordinate degree, 
the legitimate ruler of the earth and of the world around him 
— the vicegerent of God in nature. And if he no longer 
enjoys this high prerogative to its full extent, as he might and 
ought to have done, he has only himself to blame ; if he exer- 
cises his empire over creatures rather by indirect means and 
mechanical agency than by the immediate power and native 
energy of his own intellectual pre-eminence, he still is the lord 
of creation, and has retained much of the power and dignity 
he once received, did he but always make a right use of that 
power. 

The distinguishing characteristic of man, and the peculiar 
eminence of his nature and his destiny, as these are universally 
felt and acknowledged by mankind, are usually defined to con- 
sist, either in reason, or in the faculty of speech. But this 
definition is defective in this respect, that, on one hand, reason 
is a mere abstract faculty, which to be judged, requires a 
psychological investigation or analysis ; and that, on the other 
hand, the faculty of speech is a mere potentiality, or a germ 
which must be unfolded before it can become a real entity. 
We should therefore give a much more conect and compre- 
hensive definition, if, instead of this, we said: The peculiar 
pre-eminence of man consists in this — that to him alone 
among all other of earth s creatures, the word has been im- 
parted and communicated. The word actually delivered and 
really communicated is not a mere dead faculty, but an histori- 
cal reality and occurrence ; and for that very reason, the defini- 
tion we have given stands much more fitly at the head of 
a story, than the other more abstract one. 
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In the idea of the word, considered as the basis of man’s 
dignity and peculiar destination, the internal light of conscious- 
ness and of our own understanding, is undoubtedly first included 
— this word is not a mere faculty of speech, but the fertile root 
whence the stately trunk of all language has sprung. But the 
word is not confined to this only — it next includes a living, 
working power — it is not merely an object and organ of know- 
ledge — an instrumeiit of teaching and learning ; — but the 
medium of affectionate union and conciliatory accommodation, 
judicial arbitrement and efficacious command, or even creative 
productiveness, as our own experience and life itself manifest 
each of those significations of the word ; and thus it embraces 
the whole plenitude of the excellencies and qualities which cha- 
racterise man. 

Nature, too, has her mute language and her symbolical 
writing ; but she requires a discerning intellect to gain the key 
to her secrets, to unravel her profound enigmas ; and, piercing 
through her mysteries, interpret the hidden sense of her word, 
and thus reveal the fulness of her glory. But he, to whom 
alone among all earth’s creatures, the word has been imparted, 
has been for that reason constituted the lord and ruler of the 
earth. As soon, however, as he abandons that divine principle 
implanted in his breast ; as soon as he loses that word of life 
which had been communicated and confided to him ; he sinks 
down to a level with nature, and from her lord, becomes hej 
vassal ; and here commences the history of man. 
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m 


PHILOSOPHY 01? 


LECTURE 11. 

ON THE DISPUTE IN PEIMITIVE HISTORY, AND ON THE 
DIVISION OF THE HUMAN RAGE. 

“ In the beginning man had the word, and that word was from Ood.” 

Thus the divine, Promethean spark in the human breast, when 
more accurately described and expressed in less figurative lan- 
guage, springs from the word originally communicated or 
intrusted to man, as that wherein consist his peculiar nature, 
his intellectual dignity, and his high destination. — The preg- 
nant expression borrowed above from the New Testament, on 
the mystery and internal nature of God, may, with some varia- 
tion, and bating, as is evident, the immense distance between 
the creature and the Creator, be applied to man and his pri- 
mitive condition ; and may serve as a superscription or intro- 
duction to primitive history in the following terms : ‘Mn the 
beginning man had the word, and that word was from God— - 
and out of the living power communicated to man in and by 
that word, came the light of his existence.” — This is at least the 
divine foundation of all history — it falls not properly within 
the domain of history, but is anterior to it. To this position 
the state of nature among savages forms no valid objection ; 
for that this was the really original condition of mankind is by 
no means proved, and is arbitrarily assumed ; nay, on the con- 
trary, the savage state must be looked upon as a state of de- 
generacy and degradation— consequently not as the first, hut 
as the second, phenomenon in humar. history — as something 
which, as it has resulted from this second step in man’s pro- 
gress, must be regarded as of a later origin. 

In history, as in all science and in life itself, the principal 
point on which every thing turns, and the all-deciding problem, 
is, wliether all things should be deduced from God, and God 
himself should he considered the first, nature the second exis- 
tence — the latter holding undoubtedly a very important place, 
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or, whetlier, in the inverse order, the precedency should Be 
given to nature, and, as invariably happens in such cases, all 
things should be deduced from nature only, whereby the 
Deity, though not by express unequivocal words, yet in fact is 
indirectly set aside, or remains at least unknown. This ques- 
tion cannot be settled, nor brought to a conclusion, by mere 
dialectic strife, which rarely leads to its object. It is the will 
which here mostly decides; and, accoi*ding to the nature and 
leaning of his character, leads the individual to choose between 
the two opposite paths, the one he would follow in speculation 
and in science, in faith and in life. 

Thus much at least we may say, in reference to the science 
of history, that they who in that department will consider 
nature only, and view man but with the eye of a naturalist 
(specious and plausible as their reasons may at first sight 
appear), will never rightly comprehend the world and reality of 
history, and never obtain an adequate conception, nor exhibit 
an intelligible representation of its phenomena. On the other 
band, if we proceed not solely aiid exclusively from nature, but 
first from God and that beginning of nature appointed by God, 
so this is by no means a degradation or misapprehension of 
nature ; nor does it imply any hostility towards nature — an 
hostility which could arise only from a very defective, erroneous, 
or narrow-minded conception of historical philosophy. On the 
contrary, experience has proved that by this course of speculation 
we are led more thoroughly to comprehend the glory of God in 
nature, and the magnificence of nature herself — a course of spe- 
culation quite consistent with the full recognition of nature’s 
rights, and the share due to her in the history and progress of 
man. 

Regarded in an historical point of view, man was created 
free— there lay two paths before him — he had to choose 
between the one, conducting to the realms above, and the 
other, leading to the regions below;— and thus at least be was 
endowed with the faculty of two different wills. Had he 
remained steadfast in bis first will— that pure emanation of the 
Deity — had he remained true to the word which God had com^ 
municated to him — he would have had but one will. He 
would, however, have still been free ; but his freedom would 
have resembled that of the heavenly spirits, whom we must not 
imagine to be devoid of freedom because they are no longer in 
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a state of and can never be separated from God. We 
should, besides, greatly err, if we figured to ourselves the Para- 
disaic state of the first man as one of happy indolence; for, 
in truth, it was far otherwise designed, and it is clearly and 
expressly said that our first parent was placed in the garden of 
the earth to guard and cultivate it. ‘‘ To guard,’’ because an 
enemy was to be at hand, against whom it behoved to watch and 
to contend. To cultivate,” possibly in a very different man- 
ner, yet still with labour, though, doubtless, a labour blessed 
with far richer and more abundant recompense than afterwards, 
when, on man's account, the earth was charged with malediction. 

This first divine law of nature, if we may so speak, by virtue 
of which labour and struggle became from the beginning the des- 
tiny of man, has retained its full force through all succeeding 
ages, and is applicable alike to every class, and every nation, 
to each individual as well as to mankind in general, to the 
most important, as to the most insignificant, relations of 
society. He who weakly shrinks from the struggle, who will 
ofier no resistance, who will endure no labour nor fatigue, can 
neither fulfil his own vocation, whatever it be, nor contribute 
aught to the general welfare of mankind. But since man hath 
been the prey of discord, two different wills have contended 
within him for the mastery — a divine and a natural will Even 
his freedom is no longer that happy freedom of celestial peace 
— the freedom of one who hath conquered and triumphed — but 
a freedom, as we now see it-— the freedom of undetermined 
choice^ — of arduous, still undecided, struggle. To return to 
the divine will, or the one comformable to Uod — to restore har- 
mony between the natural and the divine will, and to convert 
and transform more and more the lower, earthly, and natural 
will into the higher and divine one, is the great task of man- 
kind in general, a§ of each individual in particular. And this 
return — this restoration— this transformation — all the endea- 
vours after such— the progress or retrogressions in this path- 
cons titute an essential part of universal history, so far as this 
embraces the moral development and intellectual march of 
humanity. But the fact that man, so soon as he loses the 
internal sheet-anchor of truth and life — so soon as he abandons 
the eternal law of divine ordinance, falls immediately under 
the dominion of nature, and becomes her bondsman, each indi- 
vidual may learu ft-oui his own interior, his own experience, aiicl 
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a survey of life ; since tlie violent disorjerly might of passion 
herself is only a blind power of nature acting within us. Al- 
though this fact is historical, and indeed the first of all histo- 
rical fiiets, yet as it belongs to all mankind, and recurs in each 
individual, it may be regarded as a psychological fact and phe- 
nomenon of human consciousness. And on this very account 
it does not precisely fall within the limits of history'-, and it 
precedes all history ; but all the consequences or possible con- 
sequences of this fact, all the consequences that have really 
occurred, are within the essential province of history. 

The next consequence which, after this internal discord had 
broken out in the consciousness and life of man, flowed from 
the development of this principle, was the division of the 
single race of man into a plurality of nations, and the conse- 
quent diversity of languages. As long as the internal harmony 
of the soul was undisturbed and unbroken, and the light of 
the mind unclouded by sin, language could be nought else 
than the simple and beautiful copy or expression of internal 
serenity; and, consequently, there could be but one speech. 
But after the internal w-ord, which had been communicated by 
God to man, had become obscured; after man’s connexion 
with his Creator had been broken ; even outward language 
necessarily fell into disorder and confusion. The simple and 
divine truth was overlaid with various and sensual fictions, 
buried under illusive symbols, and at last perverted into a 
horrible phantom. Even Nature, that, like a clear mirror of 
God’s creation, had originally lain revealed and transparent 
to the unclouded eye of man, became now more and more 
unintelligible, strange, and fearful ; once fallen away from 
his God, man fell more and more into a state of internal con- 
flict and confusion. Thus there sprang up a multitude of 
languages, alien one from the other, and varying -with every 
climate, in proportion as mankind became morally disunited, 
geographically divided and dispersed, and even distinguished 
by an organic diversity of form;— for when man had once 
fallen under the power and dominion of nature, his physical 
conformation changed with every climate. As a plant or 
animal indigenous to Africa or America has a totally different 
form and constitution in Asia, so it is with man ; and the races 
of mankind form so many specific variations of the same kind, 
from the negro to the copper-coloured American and the 
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savage islander of the South Sea. The expression races, ho\v« 
ever, applied to man, involves something abhorrent from his high 
uplifted spirit, and debasing to its native dignity. This diversity 
of races among men no one ought to exaggerate in a manner 
so as to raise doubts as to the identity of their origin ; for, 
according to a general organic law, which indeed is allowed to 
hold good in the natural history of animals, races capable of a 
prolific union, must be considered of the same origin, and as 
constituting the same species. Even the apparent chaos of 
different languages may be classed into kindred families, which, 
though separated by the distance of half the globe, seem still 
very closely allied. Of these different families of tongues, 
the first and most eminent are those by which their internal 
beauty, and the noble spirit breathing through them and 
apparent in their whole construction, denote for the most part 
a higher origin and divine inspiration ; and, much as all these 
languages differ from each other, they appear, after all, to be 
merely branches of one common stem. 

The American tribes appear, indeed, to be singularly 
strange, and to stand at a fearful distance from the rest of 
mankind ; yet the European writer,^ most deeply conversant 
with those nations and their languages, has found in their 
traditions and tongues, and even in their manners and customs, 
many positive and incontestable points of analogy with Eastern 
Asia and its inhabitants. 

When man had once fallen from virtue, no detenhinable 
limit could be assigned to bis degradation, nor how far he might 
descend by degrees, and approximate even to the level of the 
brute ; for, as from his origin he was a being essentially free, 
he was in consequence capable of change, and even in his 
organic powers most flexible. 

We must adopt this principle as the only clue to guide us in 
our inquires, from the negro who, as well from his bodily 
strength and agility, as from his docile and in general excellent 
character is far from occupying the lowest grade in the scale of 
humanity, down to the monstrous Patagonian, the almost im- 
becile Peshwerais, and the horrible cannibal of New Zealand, 
whose very portrait excites a shudder in the beholder. How, 
even in the niidst of civilisation, man may degenerate into 

♦ ScWtigel alludes io Alexander von Humboldt.—- Trant, 
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tlie savage state; to vvliat a pitch of moral degradation he 
may descend, those can attest who have had opportunities of 
investigating more closely the criminal history of great cul- 
prits, and even, at some periods, the history of whole nations. 
In fact, every revolution is a transient period of barbarism, 
in which man, while he displays partial examples of the 
most heroic virtue and generous self-devotion, is often half a 
savage. Nay, a war conducted with great animosity and 
protracted to extremities, may easily degenerate into such a 
state of savage fei'ocity : hence it is the highest glory of truly 
civilised nations to repress and subdue, by the sentiment of ho- 
nour, by a system of severe discipline, and by a generous code of 
warfare, respected alika»by all the belligerent parties, that ten- 
dency and pi'oneness to cruelty and barbarity inherent in man 

Among the different tribes of savages, there are many, indeed- 
that appear to be of a character incomparably better and more 
noble than those above-mentioned; yet, after the first ever so 
favourable impression, a closer investigation will almost always 
discover in them very bad traits of character and manners.— 
So far from seeking with Rousseau and his disciples for the true 
origin of mankind, and the proper foundation of the social com- 
pact, in the conditio. i even of the best and noblest savages ; 
and so little disposed are we to remodel society upon this boasted 
ideal of a pretended state of nature, that we regard it, on the 
contrary, as a state of degeneracy and degradation. Thus in 
his origin, and by jiature, man is no savage : — he may, indeed, 
at any time and in any place, and even at the present day, be- 
come one easily and rapidly, but In general, not by a sudden 
fall, but by a slow and gradual declension ; and we the more 
willingly adopt this view as there are many historical grounds 
of probability that, in the origin of mankind, this second fall of 
man was not immediate and total, but slow and gradual, and 
that consequently all those tribes which we call savage are of 
.the same origin with the noblest and most civilised nations, 
and have only by degrees descended to their present state of 
brutish degiudation. 

Even the division of the human race into a plurality of nations, 
and the chaotic diversity of human tongues, appear, from his- 
torical tradition, to have become general and complete only at 
a more advanced period; for, in the beginning, mention is made 
but of one separation of mankind into two races or hostile classes. 
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I use the general expression historical tradition 5 for the brief 
and almost enigmatical, but very significant and pregnant 
words, in which the first great outward discord, or conflict of 
mankind in primitive history, is represented in the Mosaic nar- 
rative, are corroborated in a very remarkable degree by the 
Sagas of other nations, among which I may instance in particular 
those of the Greeks and the Indians. Although this primitive 
conflict, , or opposition among men, is represented in these tra- 
ditions under various local colours, and not without some ad- 
mixture of poetical embellishment, yet this circumstance serves 
only for the better confirmation of the fundamental truth, if we 
separate the essential matter from the adventitious details. 
Before I attempt to place in a clearer light this first great his- 
torical event, which, indeed, constitutes the main suh|ect of all 
primitive history, by showing the strong concurrence of the 
many and various authorities attesting it ; it may be proper to 
call your attention to a third fundamental canon of historical 
criticism, which, indeed, requires no lengthened demonstration, 
and is merely this, that in all inquiries, particularly Into ancient 
and primitive history, we must not re‘ect as impossible or im- 
probable whatever strikes us at first as strange or marvellous. 
For it often happens that a closer inve tigation and a deeper 
knowledge of a subject proves those thing 1 precisely to be true, 
which at the first view or impression, appeared to us as the most 
singular ; while, on the other hand, if we persist in estimating 
truth and probability by the sole standard of objects vulgar and 
familiar to ourselves ; and if we will apply this exclusive standard 
to a world and to ages so totally different, and so widely remote 
from our own, we shall be certainly led into the most violent 
and most erroneous hypotheses. 

In entering on this subject we must observe that, in the 
Mosaic account, primitive and, what we call, universal history, 
does not properly commence with the first man, his creation or 
ulterior destiny, but with Cain — the fratricide and curse of 
Cain. The preceding part of the sacred narrative regards, if 
we may so speak, only the private life of Adam, which, how- 
ever, will always retain a deep slgnificaney for all the descendants 
of the first progenitor. 

The origin of discord in man, and the transmission of that 
mischief to all ages and all generations, is, indeed, the first 
historical fact 5 but on account of its universality^ it forms, at 
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the same time, as I have before observed, a psychological phe* 
nomenon ; and while, in this first section of sacred history, 
every thing points and refers to the mysteries of religion ; the 
fratricide of Cain on the other hand, and the flight of that 
restless criminal to Eastern Asia, are the first events and cir- 
cumstances which properly belong to the province of history. 
In this account we see first the foundati(>n of the most ancient 
city, by which undoubtedly we must understand a great, or at 
least an old and celebrated city of Eastern Asia ; and, secondly, 
the origin of various hereditary classes, trades, and arts ; espe- 
cially of those connected with the first knowledge and use of 
metals, and which, doubtless, hold the first place in the Instory 
of human arts and discoveries. 

The music, which is attributed to those primitive ages, con- 
sisted, probably, rather in a medicinal or even magical use of 
that art, than in the beautiful system of later melody. Among 
the various works and instruments of smithcraft, and productions 
of art which the knowledge of mines and metals led to, the 
momentous discovery of the sword is particularly mentioned : 
by the brief enigmatic words which relate this discovery, it is 
difficult to know whether we are to understand them as the 
expression of a spirit of warlike enthusiasm, or of a renewed 
curse and dire wailing over all the succeeding centuries of he- 
reditary murder, and progressive evil, under the divine per- 
mission. In all probability, these words refer to the origin of 
human sacrifices, emanating as they did from an infernal design, 
which we must consider as one of the strongest characteristics 
of this race ; and those bloody sacrifices of the primitive world 
seem to have stamped on the rites and customs, as well as on 
the traditions and sentiments of many nations, a peculiar cha- 
racter of gloom and sadness. From this race were descended 
not only the inhabitants of cities, but noraade tribes, whereof 
many led, several thousand years ago, the same wandering life 
which they follow at the present day in the central parts of 
Eastern Asia, where vast remains of primitive mining operations 
are frequently found. 

It is worthy of remark that, among one of these nations, 
the Ishudes, who inhabit a metallic mountain, we find, if we 
may so speak, an inverted history of Cain ; mention is made 
of the enmity between the first two brothers of mankind, but 
all the circumstances are set forth in a party-spirit favourable 
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to ( .ain. It is said that the elder brother acquired wealth H 

f old and silver mines, but that the younger, becoming envious 
rove him away, and forced him to take refuge in the East ^ 

So is the race of Cain and Cain’s sons represented from itg 
origin, as one attached to the arts, versed in the -use of metals, 
disinclined to peace, and addicted to habits of warfare and 
violence, as again at a later period, it appears in Scripture as a 
haughty and wicked race of giants 

On the other hand, the peaceful race of Patriarchs who 
lived in a docile reverence of God and with a holy simplicity 
of manners, were descended from Seth. This second progenitor 
of mankind occupies a very prominent place even in the tradi- 
tions of other nations, which make particular mention of the 
columns of Seth, signifying no doubt in the language of 
remote antiquity, very ancient monuments, and, as it were, the 
stony records of sacred tradition. In general, the first ten 
holy Progenitors or Patriarchs of the primitive world ai'e 
mentioned under different names in the Sagas, not only of the 
Indians, hut of several other Asiatic nations, though undoubt- 
edly with important variations, and not without much poetical 
colouring. But as in these traditions we can clearly discern 
the same general traits of history, this diversity of representa- 
tion serves only to corroborate the main truth, and to illustrate 
it more fully and forcibly. The views, therefore, of those 
modem theologians, who represent the concurrent testimony of 
Gentile nations to the truths of primitive history as derived 
solely from the Mosaic narrative, and, as it were, transcribed 
from a genuine copy of our Bible, are equally narrow-minded 
and erroneous. 

It would be more just and more consonant with the whole 
spirit of the primitive world, to assert, what indeed may be 
conceded with little difficulty, that these nations had received 
much from the primeval source of sacred tradition ; but they 
regarded as a peculiar possession, and represented under pe- 
culiar forms, the common blessings of primitive revelation ; 
and, instead of preserving in their integrity and purity the 
traditions and oracles of the primitive world, they overlaid 
them with poetical ornament, so that their whole traditions 
wear a fabulous aspect, until a nearer and more patient inves- 

* See Bitter’s Geography, Jst part, page 54ft 1st Edition in Ger- 
man. . . . 
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tigatlon clearly discovers in them the main features of historic 
truth. 

Under these two different forms, therefore, doth tradition 
reveal to us the primitive world, or, in other words, these are 
the two grand conditions of humanity which fill the records 
of primitive history. On the one hand, we see a race, lovers 
of peace, revering God, blessed with long life, which they 
spend in patriarchal simplicity and innocence, and still no 
strangers to deeper science, especially in all that relates to 
sacred tradition and inward contemplation, and transmitting 
their science to posterity in the old or symbolical writing, 
not in fragile volumes, but on durable monuments of stone. 
On the other hand, we behold a giant raee of pretended demi- 
gods, proud, wicked, and violent, or, as they are called 
in the later Sagas of the heroic times, the heaven-storming 
Titans. 

This opposition, and this discord— this hostile struggle 
between the two great divisions of the human race, forms the 
whole ten our of primitive history. When the moral harmony 
of man had once been deranged, and two opposite wills had 
sprung up within him, a divine will or a will seeking God, 
and a natural will or a will bent on sensible objects, passionate 
and ambitious, it is easy to conceive how' mankind from their 
very origin must have diverged into two opposite paths. 

Although this primitive division of mankind is now charac- 
terised as a difference of races, this is far from being merely 
the case ; and that opposition which distracted the primitive 
w^orld had far deeper causes than the mere distinction of a 
noble and a meaner race of men. It is somewhat in this manner 
a German scholar of the last generation divided all nations now 
existing, or which have appeared within the later historical ages, 
into two classes ; wherever he imagined he found his favourite 
Celts and their descendants, he had not words strong enough to 
extol their romantic heroism ; while he pursued with the most 
pitiless animosity, over the whole face of the earth, the imfor- 
tunate Monguls, and all those he deduced from that stock. 
The struggle which divided the primitive world into two great 
parties, arose far more from the opposition of feelings and of 
principles, than from difference of extraction. Great as is 
the interval which separates those ages and that world from our 
own, we can easily comprehend how this first mighty contest of 

H : 
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liations, wMcli history makes mention of, was, in fact, a struggle 
between two religious parties — two hostile sects, though 
indeed under far other forms, and in different relations 
from any thing we witness in the present state of the world. 
It was, in one word, a contest between religion and impiety, 
conducted, however, on the mighty scale of the primitive world, 
and with all those gigantic powers which, according to ancient 
tradition, the first men possessed.* 

The Greek Sagas represent this two-fold state of mankind 
in the primitive ante-historical ages in a very peculiar manner, 
as the gradual decline and corruption of successive generations; 
of this kind is the tradition of the ages of the world, whereof 
four or five are numbered. The Golden age of human felicity 
and the Bi'azen age of all-ruling violence form the two essen- 
tial terms of this tradition; and the intermediate ages are 
mere links, or points of transition, to render the account more 
complete. 

In the age of Saturn, the first race allied to the gods lived 
in peace and nappiness, and were blessed with eternal youth; 
the earth poured forth her fruits and gifts in spontaneous 

* We must not suppose that the impiety of the Cainites was of a 
dogmatic kind. How could those primitive men, living so near the 
Fountain-head of revelation, conversing with those who had witnessed 
the rise and first development of man’s marvellous history, endowed 
%vith that quick, intuitive science which, in the operations of external 
nature, revealed to them the agency of invisible spirits, witnessing the 
wondrous manifestations of God’s love and power, the active ministry 
of his messengers of light; and, lastly, engaged themselves in a close 
communication with the infernal powers : how could they, I say, fall 
into atheism or any other species of speculative unbelief ? Their impiety 
was of a more practical nature, displaying itself in a daring violation of 
the precepts of Heaven, and in the practice of a dark, mysterious magic. 
By the allurements of sense, and the fascination of their false science, 
they by degrees inveigled the great mass of mankind into their errors. 
Their vast powers, supported and strengthened by infernal agency, 
were calculated to introduce disorder and confusion in the economy of 
the moral and physical universe, and to let loose on this probationary 
world the science of the abyss. What do I say? The harrier between 
the visible and invisible w'orld would have been broken down — Hell 
would have ruled the earth, had not the Almighty, by an awful judg- 
ment, buried the guilty race of men and their infernal knowdedge in the 
waters of the Deluge. In the race of Cham, however, which perpe- 
tuated so many traditions of the early Cainites, some fragments of this 
ante-diluvian science of evil were preserved; and traces of it may Jtill 
be discerned among the worshippers of Siva in India. — Trans^ 
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abundance, and even the end of human life was not a real or 
painful death, but a gentle slumber into another and higher 
world of immortal spirits. But the next generation in the age 
of Silver is represented as wicked, devoid of reverence for the 
gods, and giving loose to every turbulent passion. In the 
Brazen age this state of crime and disorder reached its highest 
pitch; lordly violence was the characteristic of the rude and 
gigantic Titans. Their arms were of copper and their instru- 
ments and utensils of brass, and even, in the construction of 
their edifices, they made use of copper; for as the old poet 
says, black iron was not then known;” a circumstance which 
we must consider as strictly historical, and as characteristic of 
the primitive nations. Between this and the following age, the 
better heroic race of poetical and even historic tradition is 
somewhat strangely introduced; and the whole series of gene- 
rations is closed by the Iron age, the present and last period of 
the world —the term of man’s progressive degeneracy. 

This idea of a gradual and deeper degradation of human 
kind in each succeeding age, appears at first sight not to 
accord very well with the testimony which sacred tradition 
furnishes on man’s primitive state; for it represents the two 
races of the primitive world as contemporary ; and indeed 
Seth, the progenitor of the better and nobler race of virtuous 
Patriarchs, was much younger than Cain, However, this con- 
tradiction is only apparent, if we reflect that it was the wicked 
and violent race which drew the other into its disorders, and 
that it was from this contamination a giant corruption sprang, 
which continually increased till, with a trifling exception, it 
pervaded the whole mass of mankind, and till the justice of 
God required the extirpation of degeiiei ate humanity by one 
universal Flood, 

In the Indian Sagas the two races of the primitive world are 
represented in a state of continual or perpetually-renewed war 
fare : — wicked nations of giants attack one or other of the two 
Brahminical races that descend from the virtuous Patriarchs \ 
generous and divinely-inspired heroes come to their assistance 
and achieve many wonderful victories over these formidable 
foes. Such is the chief subject of all the great epic poems, 
and most ancient heroic Sagas of the Indians. In conformity 
to their present modes of thinking, and to their present con- 
stitution of society, they describe that fierce race of giants s-a 
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a degraded caste of warriors ; and they eyen give that de» 
nomination to many nations weE known in later history, such 
as the Chinese, who bear the same name with them as with 
nurselves ; the Pahlavas, who were a tribe of the ancient Medes 
and Persians, corresponding to one of the two sacred languages 
of ancient Persia — the Pahlavi- — and the lonians or Yavanas 
according to the Asiatic denomination of the primitive Greeks. 

It may even be a matter of doubt, whether a regular caste of 
warriors, and an hereditary priesthood, according to the very 
ancient system of the hereditary division of classes, did not 
exist in the primitive world. However great may he the chro- 
nological’ confusion evinced in these poems and Sagas, however 
much, perhaps, of later history may have been interwoven into 
iheir ancient narratives, and however much of poetical embel- 
lishment and gigantic hyperbole the whole may have received, 
the leading features of historic truth may still be distinguished 
with certainty in the chequered tablet of tradition. For the 
hostility of two rival races in the primitive world, considered 
in itself, and independently of adventitious circumstances, must 
be looked upon as a positive and well authenticated fact. It 
might perhaps be proved before the tribunal of the severest 
historical criticism, that poetry, that is to say, primitive historic 
tradition clothed with the ornaments of poetry — is often much 
nearer the truth in its representations of the primitive world 
than a dull reason, that draws its estimate of probability from 
mere vulgar analogies, and which sees or affects to see every- 
where, only stupid and brutish savages. 

A circumstance which we must never lose sight of in this 
inquiry is that man did not suffer an immediate and entire loss 
of those high powers with which he had been endowed at his 
origin; but that the loss was gradual, and that for a long time 
yet he retained much of those powers, and that it was indeed 
the fearful abuse of those faculties in his last stage of degene- 
racy which produced that enormous licentiousness and wicked- 
ness spoken of in Holy Writ. And this is the real clue to the ' 
whole purport of primitive history, and to all that appears to 
us in it so fuU of enigma. This leading subject of primitive 
history — the struggle between two races, as it is the first great 
event in universal history, is also of the utmost importance in 
the investigation of the subsequent progress of nations; for 
this original contest and opposition among men, according to 
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the two-fold direction of the will, a will conformable to that ol 
God^ and a wiir carnal, ambitions, and enslaved to Nature, 
often recurs, though on a lesser scale, in later history ; or at 
least we can pex'ceive something like a feeble reflection or a 
distant echo of this primal discord. And even at the present 
period, wdiich is certainly much nearer to the last than to the 
first ages of the world, it would appear sometimes as if hu- 
manity were again destined, as at its origin, to be more and 
more separated into two parties, or two hostile divisions. And 
as the greatest of German philosophers, Leibnitz, admirably 
observed that the sect of atheism would be the last in Christen- 
dom and in the world ; so it is highly probable that this sect 
was the last in the primitive world, though stamped with the 
peculiar form which society at that period must have given to 
it, and on a scale of more gigantic magnitude. 

On this important subject w^e have another observation to 
make, which refers more properly to an incidental circumstance 
in primitive history ; for our great business is with the moral 
and intellectual progress of man. But even in respect to this 
more important object, the circumstance which we allude to 
should not be passed over in silence, as it tends to exemplify, 
illustrate, and confirm the principle we have already had occa- 
sion to enforce ; namely, that we ought not to estimate by the 
narrow standard of present analogies and vulgar probabilities, 
all those facts in primitive nature and in primitive history 
which strike us as so strange, mysterious, and marvellous ; 
provided they be really attested by ancient monuments and 
ancient tradition. We should ever bear in mind what a mighty 
wall of separation — what an impassable abyss — divides us from 
that remote world both of nature and of man. I refer to the 
unanimous testimony of ancient tradition respecting the gigan- 
tic forms of the first men, and their corresponding longevity, 
far exceeding, as it did, the present ordinary standard of the 
duration of human life. With respect to the latter circum 
stance, indeed, there are so very many causes contributing to 
shorten considerably the length of human life, that we have 
completely lost every criterion by which to estimate its original 
duration; and it would be no slight problem for a profound 
physiological science to discover and explain from a deeper 
investigation of the internal constitution of the earth, or of 
astronomical influences^ which are often susceiptible of very 
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minute applications, tlie primary cause of human longevity. 
By a simpler course of life and diet than the very artificial, 
unnatural, and over-refined modes we follow, there are even at 
the present day numerous examples of a longevity far beyond 
the ordinary duration of human life. In India it is by no 
means uncommon to meet with men, especially in the Brahmi- 
nical caste, more than a hundred years of age, and in the 
enjoyment of a robust, and even generative vigour of constitu- 
tion. In the labouring class in Russia, whose mode of living is so 
simple, there are examples of men living to more than a hun- 
dred, a hundred and twenty, and even a hundred and fifty yeara 
of age; and although these instances form but rare exceptions, 
they are less uncommon there than in other European countries. 
There are even remarkable cases of old men who, after the 
entire loss of their teeth, have gained a complete new set, as if 
their constitution had received a new sap of life, and a principle 
of second growth* What, in the present physical degene- 
racy of mankind, forms but a rare exception, may originally 
have been the ordinary measure of the duration of human life, 
or at least may afford us some trace and indication of such a 
measure; more especially as other branches of natural science 
offer correspondent analogies. On the other side of that great 
wall of separation which divides us from the primitive ages — in 
that remote world so little known to us, a standard for the 
duration of human life very different from the present may 
have prevailed; and such an opinion is extremely probable, 
supported as it is by manifold testimony, and confirmed by the 
sacred record of man’s divine origin. 

In order better to understand and judge more correctly of 
the biblical number of years in human life, we ought never to 
overlook the very religious purport of the symbolical relation of 
numbers in the divine chronology. We should thus ever keep 
ourselves in readiness, as, according to the expression of Holy 
Writ, the hairs on a man’s head are numbered — and how 
much more so the years of his life I — and as nothing here must 
be considered fortuitous, but all things as predetermined and 
regulated according to the views of Providence. Again, as 
the Scripture often mentions that, in the hidden decrees of his 
mercy, the Almighty hath graciously been pleased to shorten 
file duration of a determined space of time ; — as, for example, 
fc course of irreversible suffering — or, on the other hand, hath 
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added a certain number of years to a determined period of 
grace, or prolonged the duration of a man’s life : it behoves 
us to examine which of these two courses of divine favour be in 
any proposed case discoverable. In the extreme longevity of 
the holy Patriarchs of the primitive world — a longevity which 
as has been long proved and acknowledged, must be understood 
with reference only to the common astronomical years, the lat- 
ter course of .the divine goodness is discernible, and human 
life in those ages must be regarded as miraculously and super- 
naturally prolonged.* In the duration of Enoch’s life, that 
holy prophet of the primitive world, whose translation was no 
death, hut which, as the exit originally designed for man, 
should on that account be considered natural, the coincidence 
with the astronomical number of days in the sun’s course round 
the earth is the more striking, as in the number of 365 years 
the number 83 is comprised as the root — -a number which, in 
every respect, and in the most various application, is discovered 
to be the primary number of the earth. For, with the slight 
difference of an unit, the number of 365 years corresponds to 
the sum of 333, with the addition of 33 ; but the number of 
days strictly comprised in those 365 years amounts to four 
times 33,000, with the addition of four times 330 days. 

With regard to the gigantic stature attributed to the primi- 
tive race of men, by the authentic testimony of universal tra- 
dition a testimony which it is easy to distinguish from mere 
poetical embellishment or exaggeration — it is singular that 

* Noah affords another striking example of a wonderful prolongation 
or delay of time. The first nine Patriarchs of the primitive world pro- 
pagated their race at the mean or average term of the hundredth year 
of their lives: —some near that period — others considerably earlier-— 
and others again much later. But in the case of Noah we find that, 
to the mean term of a hundred years, four hundred were yet added; 
and that the Patriarch was five hundred years of age when he propa- 
gated his race. The high motive of this evidently supernatural delay 
may be traced to the fact that, although during this long prophetic 
period of preparation, tlie holy Seer well foresaw and felt firmly assured 
of the judgments impending over a degenerate and corrupt world, it 
was not equally clear to him that he was destined by God to be the 
second progenitor of mankind, and the renovator of the human race. 
But that great doom of the world, already foretold by Enoch, Noah 
probably expected to be its last end; and hence perhaps might consider 
the propagation of his race as not altogether conformable to the divine 
will, till the hidden decrees of the Eternal were more fuUy and more 
clearly revealed to him. 
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those who are otherwise so disposed to apply the analogies of 
nature to the human species, should in this instance, at least, 
hold up the now Ordinary scale of human bulk as the only 
standard of probability and certainty. The remains, more 
than once alluded to, of that primitive world which has 
perished, show that of the elephant, rhinoceros, and hip- 
popotamus, the largest of all existing animals, there were 
originally from twenty to thirty ditfei’ent trib^ and species 
which are now extinct. Of the mammoth, that gigantic 
animal of antiquity, remains of which are found not only in 
Siberia and America, but in the different countries of Europe, 
near Paris, and even in this immediate neighbourhood, a 
great number of various species have been also proved to have 
existed from the investigation of these antediluvian remains. 
Even of animals more familiar to us, bones and other re- 
mains have been discovered of a very unusual and truly 
gigantic size. Bulls’ horns fastened together by a front-bone 
— antlers of stags, and elephants’ tusks have been found, 
which prove those animals to have been of a dimension, three, 
four, or five times greater than they usually are at pre- 
sent. If in this elder period of organic nature, and of an 
animal kingdom which has become extinct, this gigantic style 
was so very prevalent, is it not reasonable to infer a similar 
analogy in the human species, so far at least as relates to their 
physical conformation, especially when this analogy is unani' 
mously attested by the primitive Sagas and traditions of all 
nations ? 

As regards our sacred writings, I must observe that they 
tacitly imply, and indeed pretty clearly attest, the superior sta- 
ture as well as great longevity of the first men, while, on the 
other hand, they represent the really gigantic structure of body 
as an organic degradation and degeneracy, originating in the 
illicit union of the two primitive races — the Cainites and the 
Sethites — an union which was the source of universal corrup- 
tion — as the all-destroying deluge was a mighty judgment 
brought about by the pride and wickedness of those giants and 
was indeed against those principally directed. — Even at a later 
period, the Scripture speaks of some nations of giants, that, 
prior to the introduction of the Israelites into the promised land, 
occupied several of its provinces, such as Moab, Ammon, 
Basham and the country about the primitive city of giants — 
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Hebron. These tribes are represented as celebrated for. valour 
indeed, yet as inclined solely to warfare, wild and wicked ; and 
even the individual giants tliat appear in the age of Moses and 
in the history of David, are described as peculiarly monstrous 
from their great corporal deformity. The only savage tribe 
now existing (as far as our present knowledge of the globe can 
enable us to speak,) possessed of a very uncommon, enormous, 
and almost gigantic stature— the Patagonians of America, are 
at the same time noted for their personal deformity. With 
them it is the upper part of the body that is of such a dispro- 
portionate length, for when seen on horseback they appear to 
i)e real giants, and hence they were so accounted at first. When 
on a closer inspection we see the whole length of their bodies 
in the attitude either of standing or of walking, we perceive 
indeed they are of the very extraordinary height of from seven 
to eight feet, hut not of that gigantic stature which the first 
impression led us to suppose, and which may so naturally have 
given rise to exaggerated accounts. 

After all this, and what has been above stated, I need say no 
more than frankly declare that, as to these two points, the ex- 
traordinary longevity and gigantic stature of the first men,-— 

I never could have the courage to raise a formal doubt against 
tlie plain declaration of Holy Writ, and the general testimony 
of primitive tradition. The full explanation, the more correct 
conception, and the perfect comprehension of these two facts 
are perhaps reserved for a later period, and the investigations of 
a deeper physical science. 

There exist, also, nionuraents, or rather fragments of edifices, 
of the most primitive antiquity, which, as they are connected 
with the subject under discussion, are here deserving of a slight 
notice. I allude to those cyelopean walls, which are to be 
found in several parts of Italy, and which those who have once 
seen will not easily forget, nor the singular stamp of antiquity 
they bear. In this very peculiar architecture, we see, instead 
of the scones of the usual cubical or oblong form, huge frag- 
ments of rock rudely cut into the shape of an irregular polygon, 
and skilMly enough joined together. Even the great, and 
often admired, subterraneous aqueduct, or Cloaca of ancient 
Rome is considered as belonging to this cyelopean architecture, 
remains of which exist also near Argos, and in several other 
parts of Greece. These edifices were certainly not built by the 
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celebrated nations that at a later period occupied these countries § 
for even they regarded them as the work and production of a 
primitive and departed race of giants ; and hence the name 
which these monuments received. When we consider how very 
imperfect must have been the instruments of those remote ages, 
and that they cannot be supposed to have possessed that know- 
ledge in mechanics which the Egyptians, for instancej display 
in the erection of their obelisks ; we can ea.sily conceive how 
men were led to imagine that more vigorous arms and other 
powers than those helonging to the present race of men were 
necessary to the construction of those edifices of rock. 

Thus have we now endeavoured to explain, as far as was 
necessary for our purpose, the origin of that dissension, which 
is inherent in human nature, and forms the basis of all his- 
tey. We have, in the next place, sought to unfold and illus- 
trate the universal tradition, which attests the hostility between 
the virtuous Patriarchs and the proud Titans of the primitive 
world, or the different and opposite spirit that characterised the 
two primitive races of mankind ; assigning, at the same time, to 
savage nations, or to the more degraded portions of human 
kind, their proper place in history — a place important un- 
doubtedly, but still secondary in the great scheme of humanity. 

These facts, too important to be passed over in silence, form 
the introduction, and are, as it were, the porch to universal his- 
tory, and to the civilisation of the human species in the later 
historical ages. Now that we have seen mankind divided and 
split into a plurality of nations, our next task, in the period 
which follows, is to discover the most remarkable and most 
civilised nations, and to observe in what peculiar forms the Word, 
whether innate in man, or communicated to him — the word 
which may be considered the essence of all the high pre- 
rogatives and characteristic qualities of man ; to observe, we say, 
in what peculiar forms the word is assumed among each of those 
nations, in their language and writing, in their religious tradi- 
tions, their historical Sagas, their poetry, art and science. In 
the account of ancient nations, we shall adopt the ethnographi- 
cal mode of treating history ; and it will be only in modern and 
more recent times that this method will gradually give place to 
the synchronical ; and the reasons of this change will be sug- 
gested by the very nature of the subject. In this general sur- 
vey, we must confine ourselves to those mighty and celebrated 
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nations wlio have attained to a high degree of intellectual ex- 
cellence ; and we shall select and briefly state remarkable traits 
or extraordinary historical facts illustrative of the manners, 
social institutions, political refinement, and even political his- 
tory of every nation, worthy of occupying a place in this 
sketch, in order the better to mark the progress of the intel- 
lectual principle in the peculiar culture and modes of thinking 
of each. It is only at a later period that political history be- 
comes the main object of attention, and almost the leading 
principle in the progressive march, and even the partial retro- 
gressions of mankind. 

In this general picture of the earliest development of the 
human mind, we can select such nations only as are sufficiently 
well known, or respecting whom the sources of information are 
now at least of easier access ; for were we to comprehend in this 
general survey, nations with whom we were less perfectly ac- 
quainted, we should be led into minute and interminable re- 
searches, without, after all, perhaps, obtaining any new or 
satisfactory result for the principal object in view. In the first 
period of antiquity will figure the Chinese, the Indians, and the 
Egyptians, besides the isolated, and the so-called chosen people 
of the Hebrews ; and if I commence by the remotest of the 
civilised countries of Asia, China, I beg leave to premise that I 
mean to determine no question of priority as to the respective 
antiquity of those nations, or to adjudge any preference to one 
or other amongst them. Indeed, their own chronological 
accounts and pretensions, which often deserve the name of 
chronological fictions, turn out, on a closer inquiry, to be mere 
calculations of astronomical periods; and a sound historical cri^ 
ticism will not admit that they were originally meant to he 
chronological. Suffice it to say that the three nations we have 
mentioned belonged to the same period of the world, and at- 
tained to an equal, or a very similar, degree of moral and intel- ' 
lectual refinement; and so in respect to that higher object, the 
chronological dispute becomes unnecessary, or is, at least, of 
minor importance. Among those, however, who take an active 
part in these researches, a partiality for one or other of these 
nations, and for their respective antiquity, easily springs up ; 
for even objects the most remote will excite in the human breast 
the spirit of party. In order to keep as free as possible from 
prepossessions of this kind, I have adopted a species of geo- 
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graphical division of my subject, wbicli, when I come to treat 
later of the different periods of modern history, will give place 
to a more chronological arrangement. I said species of geo- 
graphical division, for undoubtedly from the special natm’e of 
this historical inquiry, it must be supposed I shall take a dif- 
ferent point of view in the geographical survey of the earth than 
ordinarily occurs in geographical investigations. The geo- 
graphies for common use properly take as their basis the present 
situation of the different states and kingdoms now in existence, 
but a more scientific geography adopts the direction of moun- 
tains, and the course of rivers, the valleys produced by the 
former, and the space occupied by the waters of the latter, as 
the leading clue to the division and arrangement of the earth. 
Thus in the philosophy of history the series of the principal 
civilised states will forma high, commanding chain ; and the 
philosophic historian will have to follow from east to west, or 
in any other direction that history may point out, not merely 
rivers transporting articles of commerce, but the mighty stream 
of traditions and doctrines which has traversed and fertuised the 
world. 

As the individuals who can be termed historical form but 
rare exceptions among mankind, so in the whole circumference 
of the globe, there are only a certain number of nations that 
occupy an important and really historical place in the annals 
of civilisation. By far the greater part of the inhabited or 
habitable globe, however rich and ample a field it may offer 
to the investigations of the naturalist, cannot be included in 
tins class, or has not attained to this degree of eminence. In 
'the whole continent of Africa, there is, besides Egypt, only 
the northern coast stretching along the Mediterranean, that 
is at all connected with the history and intellectual progress 
of the civilised world. The other coasts of Africa, including 
its southernmost cape, furnish points of importance to com- 
merce, navigation, and even some attempts at colonisation; 
while the interior parts of this continent, still so little known, 
possess much to excite the attention and wonder of the natu- 
ralist ; hut beyond this, its maritime as well as central regions, 
cannot be said to occupy a place in the intellectual history, or 
in the moral progress of our species. It is only since it has 
formed a proyince of the Bussian Empire, that the vast terri- 
tory of Northern Asia has become known to us, and has 
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been as it were, newly discovered. From central and eastern 
Asia, from the south of Tartary and the north of China, many 
mighty and conquering nations have issued, that have spread 
the terror of their arms o^er the face of civilisation, as far as the 
frontiers of Exirope. 

But, in the march and development of the human mind, these 
nations are far from occupying the same eminent station. In 
this respect, also, the fifth continent of the globe, Polynesia — 
thoug'h nearly equal to Europe in extent, counts as nought. 
Even America, the largest of those continents, occupies here 
a comparatively subordinate rank; and it is only in latter ages, 
and since its discovery, that it can be said to belong to history. 
Since that period, indeed, the inhabitants of this portion of 
the world have adopted, for the most pax't, the language, the 
manners, the modes of thinking, and the political institutions 
of Europe ; for the still subsisting remnant of its ancient 
savages is very inconsiderable ; so that Ameiica may be re- 
garded as a remote dependency, and, as it were, a continuation 
of M Europe on the other side of the Atlantic. Great as 
the re-action may he, which this second Europe, sprung up 
in the solitudes of the new world, has during the last fifty 
years exerted on its mother-continent, still as this influence 
forms a part but of very recent history, it is only in very mo- 
dern times that America has obtained any historical weight and 
importance. 

Even in this natural configuration, the new world is more 
widely different from the old, than the principal parts of the 
latter are from each other. As in comparing tiie northern 
extremity of the earth with its southern or aqueous extremity, 
we observe a striking disparity, and almost complete opposition 
between the two ; so we shall find this to be the ,case, if, in 
advancing in the opposite direction from east to west, we di- 
vide the whole surface of the earth into two equal parts. On 
one hand that more important division of the earth, extending 
from the western coast of Africa to the eastern coast of Asia, 
comprises tlie three ancient continents, which, from the upper 
to the middle part, occupy almost the whole space of this liall 
of the globe. Here is the greatest quantity of land, and the 
animal kingdom, too, is on a more large and magnificent scale. 
It is only at the soutliern extremity of this henns[diere that 
sea and water are nx'edominant v and here a continuous chain 



liu ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

of islands from the southernmost point of Asia reaches to the 
fifth and last portion of the globe — Australia, making it a sort 
of Asiatic dependency. In the American hemisphere, the ele- 
ment of water is predominant, not only at the southern ex- 
tremity, but towards the middle; for, large as America may 
he, it can hear no comparison with the other continents in 
respect to extent of surface. Our hemisphere is more remark- 
able even for extent of population than for the quantity of land. 
Here, indeed, is the chief seat of population, and the principal 
theatre of human history and human civilisation. 

The entire population of America, which, as it is for the 
most part of European extraction, is better known to us than 
that of many countries more contiguous — the entire population 
of America at the highest computation of the whole number 
of inhabitants on the globe, forms but a thirtieth part, and at 
the lowest computation, not a four-and-twentieth part of the 
whole. Widely extended as this thinly-peopled continent is, 
the whole number of its inhabitants scarcely exceeds the popu- 
lation of a single great European state, such as either France 
or Germany, whose population, indeed, it about equals. Ve- 
getation, indeed, is most rich and luxuriant in America; but 
the two most generous plants reared by human culture, and 
which are so closely connected with the primitive history of 
man — corn and the vine— were originally unknown in this 
quarter of the world. In the animal kingdom, America is 
far inferior to the other and more ancient continents of the 
globe. Many of the noblest and most beautiful species of 
animals did not exist there originally ; and others, again, were 
found most unseemly in form, and most degenerate in nature. 
Some species of animals indigenous to that continent form but 
a feeble compensation for the absence of others, the most 
useful and most necessary for the purposes of husbandry and 
the domestic uses of man. We may boldly lay it down as a 
general proposition not to be taxed with error or exaggeration, 
that in the new hemisphere, vegetation is predominant, while 
in the old, animal force preponderates, and is more fully 
developed. This superiority is apparent, not only in the com- 
parative extent of population, but in the organic structure of 
the human form. Even the African tribes are far superior 
in bodily strength and agility to the aboriginal natives of 
America; and in point of longevity and fecundity, the latter 
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are not to be compared with the Malayan race, and the Blongul 
tribes in the central or north-eastern parts of Asia, and in 
Southern Tartarj, races with whom, in other respects, they 
seem to bear some analogy. 

As the American continent, in other respects so incomplete, 
is mostly separated from all the others ; and its form is more 
simple and less complex than that of the ancient divisions of 
the globe, it well deserves onr consideration in that point of 
view; and it may perhaps furnish the general type and true 
geographical outline of a continent in its natural state. A 
narrow isthmus connects the upper half, stretching in a widely 
extended tract towards the North Pole, and the inferior part, 
with its southern peak; and thus both form, according to 
general impression, but one and the same continent ; and so 
prove, in fact, how totally the northern and southern parts of 
a continent may differ. That now in the period when the 
Euxine was still united to the Casjiian, when the White Sea 
stretched further into land, and the Ural Mountains formed 
an island, or were surrounded to the north and south by the 
sea, Asia and Europe were probably separated towards the 
north, is a point to which we have already had occasion to 
allude. But if, on the one hand, Europe wns separated from 
Asia, it might on the other have been easily joined to Africa by 
an isthmus, where it is now divided from it by a strait, and 
so have formed with it one connected continent ; in the same 
way as Australia is united with Asia, if at least we consider the 
long chain of islands between them as one unbroken conti- 
nuity. Then in truth there would have been but three 
continents of a form similar to the above-mentioned one of 
America ; except that the two nobler continents closely en- 
tangled wdth one another would not on that account have so 
well preserved the original conformation. That it is on the 
whole more correct, and more consonant with nature, as well 
as with theory, to suppose the existence of only three original 
portions of the globe, might be shown by much additional 
evidence. 

But, laying aside these geological facts and observations, 
ideas and conjectures, the philosophic historian can reckon 
over the whole surface of the globe but fifteen historical and 
important civilised countries of greater or less extent, which 
can form the suhjoct and iurnish the geofi:rai)hicai outline of 
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Ms remarlvS. TMs Mstorical chain of lands, or this stream 
of historical nations from the south-east of Asia to tlie 
northern and western extremities of Europe, forms a tract, 
through both continents, which though of considerable breadth, 
is not, in proportion to the extent of these continents, of very 
great magnitude, and which may he divided into three classes, 
coinciding chronologically in their several periods of historical 
glory and development with the great eras or sections of 
mivei*sal history from the primitive ages down to the present 
times. In the first class of these mighty and celebrated 
civilised countries, I would place the three great magnificent 
regions in Eastern and Southern Asia, China, India, between 
which the ancient Bactriaiia forms a point of transition and 
Connecting link — and lastly Persia. In a more westerly and 
somewhat more northerly direction than the three countries 
just named, the second or middle class is composed of four or 
five regions remarkable for extent and beauty, and above all 
for their Mstorical importance and celebrity. First of all 
there is that middle country of Western Asia, above-mentioned, 
which is situate near two great streams-- the Tigris and the 
Euphrates, and bounded by four inland seas, the Persian and 
Arabian gulfs, and the Caspian and Mediterranean seas. Upon 
this midland country of ancient history, in every respect so 
worthy of notice, I have but one observation to add, that in 
this great series of civilised countries it occupies nearly the 
middle place; for the southern extremity of India is about 
as far removed from it, as in the opposite direction, the north 
of Scotland. And the eastern part of China is not much 
more distant from this region, tlian in the opposite quarter 
the western coast of the Hesperian Peninsula. Next must 
be included in this class the circumjacent countries, Arabia, 
Egypt, and Asia Minor, together with the Caucasian regions. 

As in the flourishing period of her ancient history, Greece 
was in every way far more closely connected with Asia Minor, 
Phceriicia and Egypt, than with the countries of Europe, she 
also must be comprised in this division of Central Asia. On 
the other hand, there is no country in Europe which, consi- 
dered in itself, bears so strongly the distinctive geographical 
configuration peculiar to the European continent. This pecu- 
liar configuration of Europe, so well adapted to the purposes 
of settlement, and to the progress of civilisation, consists in 
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this— tliat in no other continent does the same given space of 
territory present to the sea so extensive and divei'sified a line 
of coast, and furnish it with so many streams, great and small, 
as Europe, shut in as it is, between two inland seas, and the 
great ocean, and which runs out into so many great and commo- 
diously situated peninsulas, and possesses large, magnificent, 
and in part, very anciently and highly civilised islands, like 
Sicily and the British Isles. What Europe is in a large way, 
Greece is in a small— a region of coasts, islands, and peninsulas. 
Belonging more to one continent in its natural conformation, 
and to the other by its historical connexion, Greece forms the 
point of transition and the intermediate link between Asia 
and Europe. 

The other six or seven principal countries in Europe, taken 
according to a strict geographical classification, and without 
paying attention to the political variations of territory, whether 
in antiquity, the middle ages, or modern times, form the 
members of the third class. These are, first the two beautiful 
peninsulas, Italy and Spain ; next France on the north and 
south washed by two different’ seas, and towards the north, 
jutting out into a by-no-meaiis inconsiderable peninsula — 
further on, the British Isles, the ancient Germany with its 
northern coast stretching along two seas, to which must be 
annexed from the ancient consanguinity of their inhabitants, 
the Cimbric and Scandinavian islands and peninsulas ; lastly, 
the vast Sarmatia, towards the north and east extending far 
into Asia, in the wide tract from the Euxine to the Frozen 
Sea. From Sarmatia, however, must be separated, on account 
of their natural situation, the great Danuhian countries, 
extending from the south of the Carpathian Mountains, down 
to the other mountainous chain northward of Greece— such 
as the ancient Illy ricum, Pannonia, and Dacia* — regions which, 
in a strict e:eographical point of view, must be regarded as 
forming a distinct class. In an historical point of view, the 
whole northern coast of Africa, stretching along the Medi- 
terranean, should be included in this division of European 
countries, not only from that early commercial and colonial 
connexion, established in the time of the Carthaginian republic, 
and in the first period of the Roman wars and conquests ; l?ut 
from the prevalence in that country, down to the fourth and 
fifth centuries, of European manners, language, and refinement 
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Even during tile existence of the Saracenic empire, a very 
close intercourse subsisted for many centuries between this 
coast and Spain. 

Such, according to a general geographical survey of the 
globe, would be the historical land-chart of civilisation, if I 
may so express myself, which forms the grand outline I must 
steadily keep in view, in the following sketch of nations, in 
which i will endeavour to explain with the utmost clearness 
and precision, and point out closely in all its particular bearings, 
the principle laid down in this work respecting the internal 
Word, as the essential characteristic of man. 
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LEGTUEE III. 

Of the Constitution of the Chinese Empire — the moral and political 
Condition of China— the Character of Chinese Intellect and Cmnese 
Science. 

Man and the earth/’— this has been the subject of our pre- 
vious disquisitions, and might serve as the superscription to this 
first portion of the work. In the second part, comprised in 
the four or five following lectures, the subject discussed is 
sacred tradition, according to the peculiar form which it 
assumed among each of the great and most remarkable nations 
in primitive antiquity, and as it is known from the visible and 
universally scattered traces of a divine revelation. It will be 
our duty to trace, with a discriminating eye, the various course 
which, in the lapse of ages, this sacred tradition followed 
among each of those nations ; and at the same time to point 
out, as far as the subject will admit of historical proof, the one 
common source whence, as from a centre, issued those different 
streams of tradition to diffuse throughout all the regions of the 
earth fertility and life, or to be lost and dried up in the sterile 
sands of human error. It will be also our task more accurately 
to define the share allotted to each of these leading nations in 
divine truth, or the heritage of higher knowledge which had 
been imparted to them. Closely connected with this subject, 
is the designation of the internal Word, constituting as it does 
the distinguishing mark and intellectual being of man and 
mankind ; and which, as it has been variously manifested and 
developed in the language, writings, Sagas, history, art, and 
science — in the faith, the life, and modes of thinking of each 
of those nations, will be described in its most essential traits. 

I shall commence with the Chinese Empire, because, among 
the fifteen historical countries included in the line of civilisa- 
tion we have drawn above, it occupies the extreme point of 
Eastern Asia. The names of east and west are indeed purely 
relative ; and have not the same permanent and definite slgni- 
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fication as tlie North or South Pole in every portion of the 
globe. China lies to the west of Peru ; and to North America, 
or Brazil, Europe forms the east or north-east point. We 
still, however, adhere to common speech, purely relative as it is, 
and take our point of view from this Asiatic and European 
hemisphere, in which we dwell. If we would extend in a 
westerly direction and to the great continent of America, 
which is more and more assuming an important place in the 
history of the world, that series of great and civilised states, 
stretching from the south-east to the north-west in our mightier, 
more celebrated, and earlier civilised hemisphere, we might 
add to the before-mentioned fifteen ancient and modern coun- 
tries three young or rising states in the new world, which, 
springing in a three -fold division from British, Spanish, and 
Portuguese extraction, would constitute the most recent, or last 
historical links in this chain of communities. 

The Chinese Empire is the largest of all the monarchies now 
existing on the earth, and even in this respect may well chal- 
lenge the attention of the historical inquirer. This empire is 
not absolutely the greatest in territorial extent, though even in 
this respect it is scarcely inferior to the greatest; but in point 
of population it is in all probability the first, Spain, jf we 
could now include in the number of her possessions her iAme- 
rican colonies, would exceed all empires in extent. The same 
may be said of Russia, with her annexed colonies, and bound- 
less provinces in the north of Asia, But, great as the popula- 
tion of this empire may be, when considered in itself and 
relatively to the other European states, it can sustain no com- 
parison with that of China. England with the East Indies 
.and her colonial possessions in the three divisions of the globe, 
Polynesia, Africa, and America, has indeed a very wide extent, 
and, perhaps, when we include the hundred and ten millions 
that own her sway in India, comes the nearest in point of popu- 
lation to China. Of the amount of the Chinese population, 
which is not with certainty known, that of India may furnish 
a criterion for a conjectxiral and probable estimate. The Bri- 
tish ambassador, Lord Macartney, received an official document, 
in whlcli the whole population of China was computed at the 
monstrous amount of 330 millions. Even if the Chinese pos- 
sessed those exact statistical estimates we have in Europe, it 
would still be a matte of doubt how far in «ueh eases we could 
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confide, in their veracity, especially in their relations with 
foreigiierSj and Europeans. In another and somewhat earlier 
statistical work, composed towards the close of the 18th cen 
tury, the population of this empire is estimated at 147 millions, 
and the very incredible statement is added, that a hundred and 
fifty years before, or about the middle of the 17th century, the 
Chinese population amounted only to 27 millions and a half. 
This rapid rise, or rather this prodigious stride in the numbers 
of a people, would be in utter opposition to ail principles and 
observations on the growth and progressive increase of popula- 
tion, even in the most civilised countries. Thus even the sta- 
tistical estimates of the Chinese furnish us with no certain in- 
formation on this subject. However, as this vast region is 
everywhere intersected by navigable rivers and canals, every- 
where studded with large and highly -populous cities, and enjoys 
a climate as genial, or even still more genial, and. certainly 
far more salubrious than that of India; as, like the latter 
country, it everywhere presents to the eye' the richest culture, 
and is in all appearance as much peopled, or over-peopled, we 
may take India, whose total population is not near included in 
the no millions under British rule, as furnishing a pretty accu- 
rate standard for the computation of the Chinese population. 
Now, when we reflect that even the proper China is larger 
than the whole western peninsula of India, and that the vast 
countries dependent on China, such as Thibet and Southern 
Tartary are very populous, the conjectural calculation of the 
English writer, from whom 1 have taken these critical remarks 
on the early estimates of Chinese population, and who reckons 
it at 150 millions, may be regarded as a very moderate compu- 
tation, and may with perfect safety, be considerably raised. 
Thus, then, the Chinese population is nearly as large as the 
whole population of Europe, and constitutes, if not a fourth, at 
least a fifth, of the total population of the globe. 

I permit myself to indulge in cursory comparisons of this 
kind, and for the reason that the history of civilisation, which 
forms the basis, and, as it were, the outward body, of the 
philosophy of history, which should be the inner and higher 
sense of the whole, is deeply interested in aH that refers to the 
general condition of humanity. And such an interest, which 
does not of itself lie in mere statistical calculations, but in the 
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outward condition of mankind, as the symbol of its inward state, 
may very well attach to comparisons of this nature. 

The interest, however, which the philosophic historian 
should take in all that relates to humanity in general, and to 
the various nations of the earth, ought not to be regulated by 
the false standard of an indiscriminate equality, that would 
consider all nations of equal importance, and pay equal atten- 
tion to all without distinction. This would, indeed, betray 
an indifference to, or at least ignorance of, the higher prin- 
ciple implanted in the human breast. But this intei-est should 
be measured not merely by the degree of population in a state, 
or by geographical extent of territory, or by external power, 
but by population, territory, and power combined — by moral 
worth and intellectual pre-eminence, by the scale of civilisation 
to which the nation has attained. The Tongoosses, though a 
very widely-diffused race, the Calmucks though, compared 
with the other nations of Central Asia, they have much to claim 
our attention, cannot certainly excite equal interest, or hold as 
high a place in the history of human civilisation as the Greeks 
or the Egyptians ; though the territory of Egypt itself is cer- 
tainly not particularly large nor, according to our customary 
standard of population, were its inhabitants in all probability ever 
very numerous. In the same way the empire of the Moguls, 
which embraced China itself, has not the same high interest and 
importance in our eyes, as the Roman Empire either in its rise 
or in its fall. Writers on universal history have not however 
always avoided this fault, and have been too much disposed 
to place all nations on the same historical footing — on the 
false level of an indipcriminate equality; and to regard hu- 
manity in a mere physical point oi view, and according to the 
natural classification of tribes and races. In these sketches of 
history, the high and the noble is often ranked with the low and 
the vulgar, and neither what is truly great, nor what is of lesser 
importance (for this, too, should not be overlooked), has its due 
place in these portraits of mankind. 

A numerous, or even excessive population is undoubtedly 
an essential element of political power in a state ; but it is not 
the only, nor in any respect, the principal symptom or indica- 
tion of the civilisation of a country. It is only in regard to 
civilisation that the jpopulation of China deserves our consi* 
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deration. Although in these latter times, when Europe, by 
her political ascendency over the other parts of the world, has 
proved the high pre-eminence of her arts and civilisation; 
England and Russia have become the immediate neighbours 
of China towards the north and west; still these territorial 
relations affect not the rest of Europe ; and China, when we 
leave out of consideration its very important commerce, cannot 
certainly be accounted- a political powder in the general system. 
Even in ancient, as well as in modern times, China never 
figured in the history of Western Asia or Europe, and had 
no connexion whatever with their inhabitants ; but this great 
country has ever stood apart, like a world within itself, in the 
remote, unknown Eastern Asia. Hence the earlier writers on 
universal history have taken little or no notice of this great 
empire, shutout as it was from the confined horizon of their 
views. And this was natural, when we consider that the con- 
quests and expeditions of the Asiatic nations were considered 
by these writers as subjects of the greatest weight and import- 
ance. No conquerors have ever marched from China into 
Western Asia, like Xerxes, for instance, who passed from the 
interior of Persia to Athens ; or like Alexander the Great, who 
extended his victorious march from his small paternal province of 
Macedon, to beyond the Indus, and almost to the borders of tlie 
Ganges, though the latter river, he was, in despite of ali bis 
efforts, unable to reach. But the great victorious expeditions 
have proceeded not from China, but from Central Asia, and 
the nations of Tartary, who have invaded China itself ; though 
in these invasions the manners, mind, and civilisation of the 
Chinese have evinced their power, as their Tartar conquerors, 
in the earliest as in the latest times, have, after a few genera- 
tions, invariably conformed to the manners and civilisation of 
the conquered nation and become more or less Chinese. 

Not only the great population and flourishing agriculture of 
this fruitful country, but the cultivation of silk, for which it has 
been celebrated from all antiquity; the culture of the tea-plant, 
which forms such an important article of European trade ; as 
well as the knowledge of several most useful medicinal produc- 
tions of nature; and unique and, in their way, excellent products 
of industry and manufacture ; prove the very high degree of 
civilisation which this people has attained to. And how should 
not that people be entitled to a high or one of the highest places 
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among civilised nations, wMcli had known, many centuries 
before Europe, the art of printing, gunpowder, and the magnet 
—those three so highly celebrated and valuable discoveries of 
European skill? Instead of the regular art of printing with 
transposeable letters, which would not suit the Chinese system 
of writing, this people make use of a species of lithography, 
which, to ail essential purposes is the same, and attended with 
the same effects* Gunpowder served in China, as it did in 
Europe in the infancy of the discovery, rather for amusement 
and for fireworks, than for the more serious purpose of warlike 
fortification and conquest: and though this people are acquainted 
with the magnetic needle, they have never made a like extended 
application of its powers, and never employ it either in a confined 
river and coasting navigation, or on the wide ocean, on which 
they never venture. 

The Chinese are remarkable, too, for the utmost polish and 
refinement of manners, and even for a fastidious urbanity and a 
love of stately ceremonial. In many respects, indeed, their polite- 
ness and refinement almost equal those of European nations, or 
at least are very superior to what we usually designate by the 
term of Oriental manners — a term which in our sense can apply 
only to the more contiguous Mahometan countries of the Levant. 
Of this assertion we may find a sufficient proof in any single 
tale that pourtrays the present Chinese life and manners, in the 
novel, for instance, translated by M. Remusat.^ In their pre- 
sent manners, and fashions, however, there are many things 
utterly at variance with European taste and feelings ; I need 
only mention the eustom of the dignitaries, functionaries, and 
men of letters, of letting their nails grow to the length of birds’ 
claws, and that other custom in women of rank, of compressing 
their feet to a most artificial diminutiveness. Both customs, 
according to the recent account of a very intelligent English- 
man, serve to mark and distinguish the upper class ; for the 
former renders the men totally incapable of hard or manual 
labour, and the latter impedes the women of rank in walking, 
or at least gives them a mincing gait, and a languid, delicate, 
and interesting air. These minute traits of manners should 
not be overlooked in the general sketch of this nation, for they, 
perfectly correspond to many other characteristic marks and 

* Entitled Ju-Kiao-li, or the Cousins, 
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indications of unnatural stiffness, childisii vanity, and exagge- 
rated refinement, which we meet with in the more inportant 
province of its intellectual exertions. Even in the basis of all 
intellectual culture, the language, or rather tlie writing of the 
Chinese, this character of refinement pushed beyond all bounds 
and all conception is visible, while on the other hand it is 
coupled with great intellectual poverty and jejuneness. In a 
language where there are not much more than 300, not near 
400, and (according to the most recent critical investigation), 
only 272 monosyllabic primitive roots without any kind of gram- 
mar ; where the not merely various, but utterly unconnected, 
significations of one axid the same word are marked, in the first 
place, by a varying modulation of tbe voice, according to a four- 
fold method of accentuation ; in the next place, and chiefly by 
the written characters, which amount to the prodigious number 
of 80,000 ; while the Egyptian hieroglyphs do not exceed the 
number of 800 ; and this Chinese system of writing is the most 
artificial in the whole world. An inference which is not inva- 
lidated by the fact that, out of that great number of all actual 
or possible written characters, but a fourth part perhaps is really 
in use, and a still less portion is necessary to be learned. As 
the meaning, especially of more complex notions and abstract 
ideas, can be fully fixed and accurately determined only by such 
artificial ciphers ; tbe language is far more dependent on these 
written characters than on living sound ; for one and the same 
sound may often be designated by 160 different characters, and 
have as many significations It not rarely occurs that Chinese, 
when they do not very well understand each other in conversa- 
tion, have recourse to writing, and by copying down these ci- 
phers are enabled to divine eacfh otheris meaning, and become 
mutually intelligible. To comprehend rightly this immeasur- 
able chaos of originally symbolic, but now merely conventional 
signs-— in other words, to be able to read and write, though this 
science involves great and difficult problems even for the most 
practised, constitutes the real subject and purport of tbe scien- 
tific education of a Chinese. Indeed it furnishes labour suffi- 
cient to fill up the life of man, for even the European scholars, 
who have engaged in this study, find it a matter of no small 
difficulty to devise a system whereby a dictionary, or rather a 
systematic catalogue of all these written characters may be 
composed, to serve as a fit jguide on this ocean of Chinese sissns 
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But we shall have again occasion to recur to this subject ; and 
indeed it is only in connexion with the peculiar bearings of the 
Chinese mind this writing system can be properly explained and 
understood in its true meaning, or rather its meaningless con- 
struction and elaborateness. 

Of the external civilisation of China, we have a striking proof 
and a standing monument in the construction of so many canals 
that intersect the whole country, and in every thing connected 
therewith. As the extraordinary fertility of the soil is produced 
by the many rivers of greater or less magnitude that intersect 
the country, but which at the same time threaten the flat plains 
with inundation, it is the first object and most important care 
of government, to avert the danger of such inundations, to dis- 
tribute the fertilising waters in equal abundance over the whole 
country, and thus, by means of canals, to maintain in all parts 
the communication by water, which is at the same time of equal 
benefit and importance to industry and internal commerce. In 
no civilised state are establishments of this kind so extensively 
diffused and brought to so high a state of perfection as in 
China. The great imperial canal, which extends to the length 
of 120 geographical leagues, has, it is said, no parallel on the 
earth. Although the construction of canals, and all the regu- 
lations on water-carriage could have attained by degrees only 
to their present state of perfection, still this alone would prove 
the very early attention which this people had bestowed on the 
arts of civilised life. Mention is often made of them in the 
old Chinese histories and imperial annals ; and the canals of 
China, like the Nile in Egypt, were ever the objects of most 
anxious solicitude to the government. These annals, whenever 
they have occasion to speak of those great inundations and de- 
structive floods, which are of such frequent occurrence in Chinese 
history, invariably represent the attention bestowed on water- 
courses, and water regulations, as the most certain mark of a 
wise, benevolent, and provident administration. On the other 
hand, the neglect of this most impoi-tant of administrative con- 
cerns is ever regarded as the proof of a wicked, reckless, and 
unfortunate reign ; and in these histories some great calamity, 
or even violent catastrophe, is sure to follow, like a stroke of 
divine vengeance, on this unpardonable neglect of duty. To- 
gether with the imperial canal, the great Chinese wall, which 
extends on the northern frontier of China proper, to the 
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length of 150 geographical leagues, is another no less impor* 
taut, and still standing monument of the comparatively high 
civilisation which this country had very early attained. Such 
is the height and thickness of this wall, that it has been 
calculated that its cubic contents exceed all the mass of stone 
employed in all the buildings in England and Scotland; or 
again, that the same materials would seiwe to construct a wall 
of ordinary height and moderate thickness round the whole 
earth. This great wall of China may be considered as a cha- 
racteristic, and as it were a symbol of the exclusive spirit 
and aversion to every thing foreign in person, manners, 
and modes of thinking, which distinguish the Cliinese state. 
This spirit, however, has been as little able as the great wall it- 
seifi to defend China against foreign conquests, or even against 
the introduction of foreign sects. This wall, which was bui it 
about two centuries before the Christian era, is an historical 
monument, which furnishes far stronger proof than all the du- 
bious accounts of the old annals, that even in ancient times, 
and long before the conquests of the Monguls, and the estab- 
lishment of the present dynasty of M an tchou Tartars, the 
empire had been often conquered, or at least was constantly 
exposed to the invasions of the Tartar tribes of the north. 

The long succession of the different native dynasties of China, 
Tchin, Han, Tang, and Sung, down to the Monguls, which fills 
the diffuse annals of the empire, furnishes few important data 
on the intellectual progress of the Chinese ; and every thing of 
importance to the object of our present inquiries, that can be 
gathered out of the mass of political history, may be reduced to 
a very few plain facts. The English writer, whom we have 
already cited, though otherwise inclined to a certain degree of 
scepticism in his views, fixes the commencement of Mstorical 
certainty in the ancient dynasty of Oho w, eleven hundred years 
before the Christian era. The first fact of importance, as re- 
gards the moral and intellectual civilisation of China, is that 
this country was originally divided into many small principali- 
ties, and, under petty sovereigns, whose power was more limited, 
enjoyed a greater share of liberty : and that it was formed into 
a great and absolute monarchy only two hundred years before 
Christ. The general burning of the books, of which more par- 
ticular mention will be presently made, as well as the erection 
of the great wall are attributed to the first general Emperor of 
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all China, Chi-hoangti ; in whose reign, too, Japan became a 
Chinese colony, or received from China a political establish- 
ment, At a still later period, as in the fifth century of our 
era, and again at the time of the Mogul conquest under Zingis 
Khan, China was divided into two kingdoms, a northern and a 
southern. But there is another fact already mentioned that 
throws still stronger light on the high civilisation of China — it 
is, that at every period, when this empire has been conquered 
by the Moguls and Tartars, the conquerors, overcome in their 
turn by the ascendency of Chinese civilisation, have, within a 
short time, invariably adopted the manners, laws, and even lan- 
guage of China, and thus its institutions have remained, on the 
whole, unaltered. But here is a circumstance in Chinese his- 
tory particularly worthy of our attention. In no state in the 
world do we see such an entire, absolute, and rigid monarchical 
unity as in that of China, especially under its ancient form ; 
although this government is more limited by laws and manners, 
and is by no means of that arbitrary and despotic character 
which we are wont to attribute to the more modern Oriental 
states. In China, before the introduction of the Indian religion 
of Buddha, there was not even a distinct sacerdotal class — 
there is no nobility, no hereditary class with hereditary rights — 
education, and employment in the service of the state, form the 
only marks of distinction ; and the men of letters and govern- 
ment functionaries are Wended together in the single class of 
Mandarins ; but the state is all in all. However, this absolute 
monarchical system has not conduced to the peace, stability, 
and permanent prosperity of the state, for the whole history of 
China, from beginning to end, displays one continued series of 
seditions, usurpations, anarchy, changes of dynasty, and other 
violent revolutions and catastrophes. This is proved by the 
bare statement of facts, though the official language of the im- 
perial annals ever concedes the final triumph to the monarchical 
principle. * 

The same violent revolutions occurred in the department of 
science and of public doctrines, as in the instance already cited 
of the general burning of the books by order of the first general 
emperor ; when the men of letters, or at least a party of them, 
were persecuted, and 460 followers of Confucius burnt. This 
act of tyranny undoubtedly supposes a very violent contest be- 
tween factions— an important political strugxsle between hostile 
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sects, and a mighty revolution in the intellectual world. At 
the same time, too, a favourite of this tyrannical prince intro- 
duced a new system of writing, which has led to the greatest 
confusion even in subsequent ages. Such an intellectual revo- 
lution is doubtless evident on the introduction of the Indian 
religion of Buddha, or Fo (according to the Chinese appella- 
tion), which took place precisely three-and-thirty years after 
the foundation of Christianity. The conquest of China by the 
Moguls, under Zingis Khan, occurred at the same time that 
their expeditions towards the opposite quarter of Europe spread 
terror and desolation over Russia and Poland, as far as the 
confines of Silesia. This conquest produced a re‘’action, and a 
popular revolution, conducted by a common citizen of China, by 
name Chow, restored the empire ; this citizen afterwards as- 
cended the throne, and became the founder of a new Chinese 
dynasty. The emperoi*s of the present dynasty of Mantchou 
Tartars, that has now governed China since the middle of the 
17th century , are distinguished for their attachment to the old 
customs and institutions of China, and even to its language and 
science ; and their elevation to the throne has given rise to 
many great scientific enterprises, and has been singularly fa- 
vourable to the investigation of those European scholars whose 
object it is to make us better acquainted with China. But at the 
moment I am speaking, a great rebellion has broken out in the 
northern pai't of the kingdom, and in the opposite extremity the 
Christians are exposed to a more than ordinary persecution. 

These few leading incidents in Chinese history may suf&ce 
to make known the principal epochs in the intellectual progress 
and civilisation of this people. As the constitution and de- 
velopement of the human mind are in each of those ancient 
nations closely connected with the nature of their language, 
and even sometimes (as in the case of the Chinese) with 
their system of writing, the language of the latter people, 
being, on account of its amazing copiousness, less fit for con- 
versation than for wjjiting, I shall now make a few remarks on 
the very artificial mode of Chinese writing, which is perfectly 
unique in its kind ; hut I shall confine my observations to its 
general character, and shalP forbear entering into the vast 
labyrinth of the 80,000 cipher-signs of speech, and all the 
problems and difficulties which they involve. The Chinese 
writing was undoubtedly in its origin symbolical j though the 
rude marks of those primitive symbols can now scarcely be 
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discerned in the enigmatical abbreviations, and in tlie complex 
combinations of the characters at present in use. It is no 
slight problem, even for the learned of Ghina, to reduce with 
any degree of certainty the boundless quantity of their written 
characters to their simple elements and primitive roots ; in 
this, however, they have succeeded, and have shown that ail 
these elements are to be found in the 214 symbols, or keys of 
writing, as they call them. The Chinese characters of the 
primitive ages comprise only such representations indicated 
by a few rude strokes, of those first simple objects which sur- 
round man while living in the most simple state of society — 
such as the sun and the moon, the most familiar animals, the 
common plants, the instruments of human labour, weapons, 
and the different parts of human dwellings. This is the same 
rude symbolical writing which we 6nd among other uncivilised 
nations, the Americans, for example, and among these, the 
Mexicans in particular. 

The celebrated French orientalist, Abel Remusat, who in 
our times has infused a new life into the study of Chinese 
literature, and especially thrown on the whole subject a much 
greater degree of clearness than originally belonged to it, has, 
in his examination of this fii'st very meagre outline of the 
infant civilisation of China, wherein he discovers the then very 
» contracted circle of Chinese ideas, passed many intelleetui 
observations, and drawn many historical deductions. And if. 
as he conjectures, the discovery of Chinese writing must date 
its origin from four thousand years back, this would bring it 
within three or four generations from the Deluge, according 
to vulgar era — an estimate which certainly is not exaggerated. 
If this European scholar, intimately conversant as he is with 
Chinese antiquities and science, is at a loss adequately to 
describe his astonishment at the extreme poverty of these 
first symbols of Chinese writing, so no one, doubtless, possesses 
in a higher degree than himself all the necessary attainments 
to enable him to appreciate the immeasurable distance between 
this first extreme jejuneness of ideas, and the boundless wealth 
displayed in the later, artificial, and complex writing of the 
Chinese. 

But when, among other things, he caJIs our attention to the 
fact that, in this primitive writing, even the sign or symbol of 
a priest is wanting— a symbol which together with the class 
itself must exist among the very rudest nations — I cannot 
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roncur in the trutli of the remark; for he himself adduces, 
nmong other characters, one which must represent a magician. 
Now among the heathen nations of the primitive age, the 
one personage was certainly identical with the other, as even 
among the Cainites was very probably the case. Even the 
combination of several of those simple characters, which generally 
serves to denote the more abstract ideas, seems often, or at 
least originally, not to have been regulated by any profound 
principle of symbolism, but to have arisen merely out of the 
vulgar perceptions or impressions of every-day life. For in- 
stance, the character denoting happiness is composed of two 
signs, of which one represents an open mouth, and the other 
a hand full of rice, or rice by itself. Here we see no allusion 
rs made to any very lofty or chimerical idea of happiness, or to 
any mystic or spiritual conception of the same subject; but, 
as this written-character well evinces, the Chinese notion of 
happiness is simply represented by a mouth filled and saturated 
vuth good rice. Another example of nearly the same kind is 
given by Remusat with something of shyness and reserve;— 
the character designating woman, when doubled, signifies 
strife and contention, and when tripled, immoral and disorderly 
conduct. Flow widely removed are all these coarse and trivial 
combinations of ideas from an exquisite sense — a deejD syngi- 
bolisra of Nature — ^from those spiritual emblems in the Egyp- 
tian hieroplyphics, so far as they have been deciphered; 
although these emblems may have been, and were in fact 
applied to the purpose of alphabetic usage. In the luerogly- 
phics there is, besides the bare literal meaning, a high symbo- 
lical inspiration, like a soul of life — like the breathing of a high 
in-dwelling spirit — a deeply felt sigriificaney'—a lofty and beau- 
tiful design apparent through the dead character denoting any 
particular name or fact.^ 

But independently of this boundless chaos of written-charac- 
ters, the Chinese undoubtedly possess a system of scientific 
symbols, and symbolical signs, which constitute the purport of 
the most ancient of their sacred books — the I — King — which 
signifies the book of unity, or, as others explain it, the book of 

^ There are some exceptions to the truth of these remarks respecting 
Chinese symbols. For instance, the idea of “ dispersion” is expressed 
in the Chinese writing by the sign of a tower. What a beautiful and 
irofound allusion to the great events of primitiTe history. — Trans. 
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changes; and either name will agree with the meaning of 
those symbols which, when rightly understood, and conceived in 
the spirit of early antiquity, will appear to be of a very re- 
markable and scientific natm'e. There are only two primary 
figures or lines, from which proceed originally the four symbols 
and the eight koua or combinations representing nature, which 
form the basis of the high Chinese philosophy. These first two 
primary principles are a straight, unbroken line, and a line 
broken or divided into two. If these first simple elements are 
doubled ; namely— two straight lines put under each other like 
our arithmetical sign of equation, and two broken or divided 
lines also put together, the different lines are formed. Accord- 
ing as one broken line occupies the upper or the lower place, 
there are two possible variations — when put together, there are 
four possible variations ; and these constitute the four symbols. 
But if three lines of these two kinds, the straight and the 
bi'oken, are united or placed under each other, so, according to 
the number of the upper, middle, or lower place of either species 
of line, there are eight possible combinations, and these are the 
eight koua, which, together with the four symbols, refer to the 
natural elements, and to the primary principles of all things, 
and serve as the symbolical expression, or scientific designation, 
of these. . 

What is now the real sense and the proper signification of 
those scientific primary lines among the Chinese, which exert 
an influence over the whole of their ancient literature, and 
upon which they themselves have written an ineiredible number 
of learned commentaries ? Leibnitz supposed them to contain 
a reference to the modem algebraical discoveries, and especially 
to the binary calculation. Other winters, especially among 
the English, drawing their observations more from real life, 
remark, on the other hand, that this ancient system of mystical 
lines serves at present the purpose of a sort of oracular play 
of questions, like the turning up of cards among Europeans, 
and is converted to many superstitious uses, especially for 
making pretended discoveries in alchymy, to which the Clunese 
are very much addicted. But this is only an abuse of modern 
times, which no longer understand this primitive system of 
symbolical signs and lines. The high antiquity of these lines, 
and of the eight koua can be the less a matter of doubt as 
even mytholojxy has ascribed them to the primitive Patriarch 
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of the Chinese — Fohi, who is represented as having espied 
these lines on the bach of a tortoise, and having thence 
deduced the written characters, which many of the learned 
Chinese wish to derive from these eight koua or combinations 
of the first symbolical lines. But the French scholar, whom 
I have more than once had occasion to name, and who is 
well able to form a competent opinion on the subject, is most 
decidedly opposed to this Chinese derivation of all the 
wTitteii characters from the eight koua ; and it would appear, 
indeed, that the latter differ totally from the common system 
of Chinese writing, and must he looked upon as of a distinct 
scientific nature. 

Perhaps we may find a natural explanation of the true, 
and not very hidden sense of these signs, by comparing the 
fundamental doctrines in the elder Greek philosophy and 
science of nature. Thus, in the writings of Plato, mention 
is often made of the one and of the other, or of unity and 
duality, as the original elements of nature and first principles 
of all existence. By this is meant the doctrine of the first 
opposition, and of the many oppositions derived from the 
first ; and also of the possible, and conceivable, or required 
adjustment and compromise between the two, and of the re- 
storation of the first unity and eternal equality anterior to all 
opposition, and which terminates and absorbs in itself all 
discord. Thus these eight koua, and mathematical signs or 
symbolical lines of ancient China, would comprise nothing 
more than a dry outline of all dynamical speculation and 
science. And it is therefore quite consistent that the old 
sacred book which contains these principles of Chinese science 
should be termed either the book of unity, or the book 
of changes ; for doubtless this title refers to the doctrine 
of an absolute unity, as the fundamental principle of all 
things, and to the doctrine of differences, or oppositions 
or changes springing out of that first unity. This doctrine 
of an opposition in all things — ^in thought as in nature 
— will become more apparent if we reflect on the new and 
brilliant discoveries in natural philosophy. For as in this 
science, the oxygen and hydrogen parts in the chemistry of 
metals, or the positive and negative end of electrical phe- 
nomena, in the attracting and repelling pole of magnetism, 
reveal such an opposition and dynamic play of living powers 
in nature ; so in this philosophy of China, the abstract 

K 
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doctrine of tMs opposition and dynamical change of existence 
seems to be laid down with a sort of mathematical generality, 
as the basis of all future science. In our higher natural 
philosophy, indeed, all this has been proved from facts and 
experience ; and, besides this, dynamic life forms but the one 
element, and the one branch of the science to be acquired ; 
and a philosophy founded entirely on this dynamical law of 
existence, without any regard to the other and higher principle 
of internal experience and moral life, intellectual intuition and 
divine revelation, would be at best a very partial system, and 
by no means of general application ; or if a general application 
of such a system were made, it must lead to endless mistakes, 
errors, and contradictions. That such a system of dynamical 
speculation and science, if extended to objects where it cannot 
be corroborated by facts — to all things divine and human, real, 
possible, or impossible, will undoubtedly lead to such a chaotic 
confusion of ideas ; we have had a memorable experience in 
the German ‘‘ Philosophy of Nature ’’ of the last generation 
a philosophy which consisted in a fanciful play of thought with 
Polarities^ and oppositions, and points of indifference between 
them, but which has been long appreciated in its true worth 
and real nature, and consigned to its proper limits. 

Thus this outline of the old Chinese symbols of thought, 
which have a pxirely metaphysical import, would lay before us 
the most recent error clothed in the most antique form — but the 
Chinese system is in itself very remarkable and important. The 
fundamental text of the old sacred book on this doctrine of 
unity and oppositions, and which may now be easily compre- 
hended, runs thus, according to Remusat’s literal translation : 
“ The great first Prindple has engendered or produced two 
equations and differences, or primary rules of existence; but 
the two primary rules or two oppositions, namely Yn and Yang, 
or repose and motion(the affirmative and negative as we might 
otherwise call them) have produced four signs or symbols ; and 
the four symbols have produced the eight koua, or further 

* The author alludes to Schelling's philosophy, which is called some- 
times the “ Philosophy of Nature,” and sometimes the “ Philosophy of 
Identity.” M. Cuvier, in his masterly introduction to his great work 
on Fossile Remains, mentions some of the extravagant theories broached 
in the department of geology alone by those G-erman naturalists, who 
some years ago attempted to apply to natural philosophy, the metaphy* 
sical^a^tem of ScliQUintf. — Trans* 
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combinations/’ These eight koua are kien or ether, kui or 
pure water, ii or pure fire, tchin or thnnder, siun, the wind, 
kan, common water, ken, a mountain, and. kuen, the eaith. 

On this ancient basis of Chinese philosophy, proceeding from 
mdifference to diiFerences, was afterwards founded the rationalist 
system of Lao -tseu, whose name occurs somewhat earlier than 
that of Confncius. The Taosse, or disciples of Reason, as the 
followers of this philosopher entitle themselves, have very much 
degenerated, and have become a complete atheistical sect ; 
though the guilt of tliis must he attributed, not to the foimder, 
but to his disciples only. It is, however, acknowledged that 
the atheistical principles of this dead science of reason, have 
been very widely diffused throughout the Chinese empire, and 
for a certain period were almost generally prevalent. 

As it is necessary to keep in viewa certain chronological 
order, in our investigations of the progressive development of 
Chinese intellect, I may here observe that, as far as Eui’opean 
research has been able to ascertain, we may distinguish three 
principal and successive epochs in the history both of the reli- 
gion and science of China. The first epoch is that of sacred 
tradition, and of the old constitution of the Chinese empire, 
and discloses those primitive views, and that primitive system 
of ethics, on which the empire was founded. The second, which 
we may fix about six centuries before our era, is the period of 
scientific philosophy, that pursued two opposite paths of inquiry. 
Confucius applied his attention entirely to the more practical 
study of ethics, with which, indeed, the old constitution, history, 
and sacred traditions of the Ohmese were very intimately con- 
nected ; and the pure morality of Confucius, which was the first 
branch of Chinese philosophy known in Europe, excited to a 
high degree the enthusiasm of many European scholars, wdio, 
by their too exclusive admiration, were prevented fi'om forming 
a right estimate of the general character of Chinese pldlosojihy. 

Another system of philosophy, purely speculative and widely 
different from the practical and ethical doctrine of Confucius, 
was the system of Lao-tseu and Ms school, whence issued the 
above-mentioned rationalist sect of Taosse that has at last fallen 
into atheism. As to the question whether Lao-tseu travelled 
into the remote West, or in case he came only as far as Western 
Asia, whether he derived his system from the Persian or Egyp- 
tian doctrines or mediately from the Greek philosophy — this 
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question I sliall not here stop to discuss ; for the matter is Tery 
doubtful in itself, and, were it even proved, still all the doctrines 
borrowed from the West were invested in a form purely Chi- 
nese, and clothed in quite a native garb. Those signs in the 
T — King, we have already spoken of, evidently comprise the 
germ of such an absolute, negative, and consequently atheistic 
rationalism — a mechanical play of idle abstractions. The third 
epoch in the progress of Cmnese opinions is formed by the in- 
troduction of the Indian religion of Buddha or of Fo. The 
great revolution which had previously occurred in the old doc- 
trines and manners of China, and the ruling spirit of that false 
and absolute rationalism, had already paved the way for the 
foreign religion of Buddha, which of all the Pagan imitations of 
truth, occupies the lowest grade. 

The old sacred traditions of the Chinese are not so overlaid 
nor disfigured with fictions, as those of most other Asiatic na- 
tions ; those of the Indians, for example, and of the early nations 
of Pagan Europe ; but their traditions breathe the purer sp lit 
of genuine history. Hence the poetry of the Chinese is not 
mythological, like that of other nations ; but is either lyrical 
(as in the Shi — King, a book of sacred songs, composed or 
compiled by Confucius) : or is entirely confined to the repre- 
sentation of real life, and of the social relations (as in the 
modern tales and novels, several of which have been translated 
into the European languages). 

The old traditions of the Chinese have many traits of a 
kindred character with, or at least of a strong resemblance to, 
the Mosaic revelation, and even to the sacred traditions of the 
nations of W'estern Asia, particularly the Persians; and in 
these traditions we find much that either corroborates the 
testimony of Holy Writ, or at least affords matter for farther 
comparison. We have before mentioned the very peculiar 
manner in which the Chinese speak of the great Flood, and 
how their first progenitors struggled against the savage waters, 
and how this task was afterwards neglected by bad or impro- 
vident rulers, who, in consequence of this neglect, were brought 
to ruin. 

I will cite but Aue instance, where the parallel is indeed 
remarkable. In the I— King, mention is made of the fallen 
dragon, or of the spirit of the dragon that, for his presumption 
in wishing to ascend to heaven, was precipitated into the 
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abyss ; and the words in wbicli this event is described are 
precisely the same, or at least very similar, to those which onr 
Scriptures apply to the rebel angel, and the Persian books to 
Ahriman. However this dragon is whimsically, we might 
almost say, artlessly, made the sacred symbol of the Chinese 
empire and emperor. The paternal power of the latter is 
understood in a much too absolute sense : not only is the 
emperor styled the lord of heaven and earth, and even the 
son of God; but his will is revered as the will of God, or 
rather completely identified with it ; and even the most deter- 
mined eulogists of the Chinese constitution and manners cannot 
deny that the monarch is almost the object of a real worship. 
Christianity teaches ihat all power is from God ; but it does 
not thereby declare that all power is one and the same with 
God. Even a dominion over nature and her powers is ascribed 
to the Emperor of China, as the illustrious lord of heaven and 
earth. 

Moreover, no hereditary nobility, no classes separated by 
distinctions of birth, exist in this country, as in India. The 
emperor, half identified with the Deity, had alone the privilege 
in ancient times of offering on the sacred heights the great 
sacrifice to God. Some European writers have, from this 
circumstance, conceived the Chinese constitution to be theo- 
cratic ; but if it be so, it is only in its outward form, or 
original mould ; for it would be difi&cult to show in it any trace 
of a true, vital theocracy. All that pomp of sacred ceremony 
and religious titles so strangely abused, forms a striking contrast 
with real history, and with that long succession of profligate 
and unfortunate reigns and perpetual revolutions which fill 
most of the pages of the Chinese annals. We should err 
greatly were we to regard all these high imperia] titles as the 
mere swell and exaggeration of Eastern phraseology. The 
Chinese speak of their celestial Empire of the Medium, as 
they call their country, in terms which no European writer 
would apply to a Christian state, and such indeed as the 
Scriptures and religious authors use in reference only to the 
kingdom of God. They cannot conceive it possible for the 
earth to contain two emperors at one and the same time, and 
own the sway of more than one such absolute lord and master. 
Hence they look on every solemn foreign embassy as a debt of 
homage; nor is this sentiment the idle effect of vanity, oj 
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fancy— 'it is a firm and settled belief, perfectly coinciding with 
the whole system of their religious and political doctrines. 
This political idolatry of the state, which the Chinese identify 
with the emperoris person, is a pagan error: aU excess, all 
exaggeration is sure to produce opposition and reaction, or a 
tendency thereto. Hence the pages of Chinese history present 
by the side of this high boasted ideal of absolute power, as a 
fearful eonconoiitant, and fitting commentary, one continuous 
series of political reyolutions and catastrophes. Neither the 
pure morality of those ancient books revered by the Chinese as 
sacred, whatever be the morality of books in which the principle 
of rationalism is so exclusively predominant ; nor all the high 
refinement of philosophic speculation in the scientific period 
of their history, have prevented this people from falling into 
the grossest of idolatries, and adopting a foreign superstition, 
which of ail false religions is unquestionably the most repre- 
hensible. Some persons have sought to trace a certain re- 
semblance to Christianity in this religion of Fo, partly on 
account of some external institutions, and partly on account 
of the fundamental principle of the incarnation, equally 
perverted and misapplied in this superstition, as in the rival 
mythology of Brahma. The enemies of Christianity, since 
the time of Voltaire, have not failed, at the name of Bonzis, 
to throw out many malicious epigrams against religion. 
The similarity here observed is not real, but is that caricature 
resemblance the ape bears to man, and which has led many 
naturalists into error ; for the ape has with man no rei 
affinity, no true internal sympathy in his organic conformation, 
but merely the likeness of a spiteful parody, such as we may 
suppose an evil spirit to have devised to mock the image of 
(iiod — the masterpiece of creation ; and indeed the frailties 
and corruption of degenerate men may well give occasion to 
such a parody. We may lay it down as a general principle 
that the greater the apparent resemblance which a false religion, 
utterly and fundamentally different in its spiritual character 
and moral tendency, externally bears to the true, the more 
reprehensible will it be in itself, and the greater its hostility to 
the truth. An example near at hand will place the truth of 
this remark in the clearest light. If, for instance, Mahomet, 
Instead of merely giving himself out as a prophet, had declared 
he was the son of God, the eternal W ord, the incarnate Deity, 
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the true and real Christ, his religious system would certainly 
have been far more adverse and repulsive to our feelings than 
it now is, and would have shocked alike every mind trained in 
the intellectual discipline of Europe, brought up with Christian 
feelings, and even unconsciously imbued with such. But this 
is precisely the characteristic feature, the peculiar doctrine of 
the religion of Buddha ; for not only is Buddha himself wor- 
shipped as an incarnate divinity, but this prerogative of a 
divine incarnation has been transmitted to liis chief priests 
through every generation ; and thus this personal idolatry has 
ever been kept alive. In regard to morals, too, a comparison 
between the religion of the Buddhists and of the Mahometans, 
would be equally disadvantageous to the former. 1'he injurious 
influence which polygamy, and that degradation of the female 
sex it necessarily involves, exert on the manners and intellectual 
character of Mahometan nations, has been often observed, and 
can never be questioned. But that that other and opposite 
abuse of marriage, poly-andry, which is legally established 
among the Buddhist nations, is infinitely more repugnant to, 
and destructive of morality, and more debasing to the male 
character, must be perceptible to the feelings of every indi- 
vidual, and can require no comment. I do not find, indeed, in 
the different accounts of China, any mention made of this 
abominable practice ; and it is very possible that in this, as in 
ether cases, the good old customs of the Chinese have had 
the ascendency, and preserved their beneficial influence : but 
in Thibet, the chief seat of Buddhism, in many parts of India, 
and in other countries where this religion prevails, the unna- 
tural custom exists. 

The writer* best versed in the language and writings of the 
Buddhist Moguls boasts of their superior humanity and mildness 
of manners, when compared with the Mahometan nations ; hut 
this observation must be taken only in a relative sense, and un- 
derstood of a mere outward polish, and superficial refinement of 
manner ; for history does not show the Moguls to have been at 
all more humane in their conduct. The indescribable confusion 
in the mythological system of tlie Buddhists, their innumerable 
books of metaphysics, all wearisomely prolix and unintelligible, 
according to the explicit avowal of the critic just now cited, 


* M. Abel Remusat 
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M. Remusat, prove the essentially false direction of speculation 
and philosopliy among the Buddhists— a philosophy which, by 
a dialectic or rather ideal course, has been led into a chaos of 
void abstractions, and a pure nihilisni; and more scientific ob- 
servers have ever judged it to be an absolute system of atheism. 

It would appear that the Nest orians, or other degenerate 
Chnstian sects, have exerted some influence on Buddhism, and 
co-operated in its further developnaent;— so we may well 
imagine that this exotic influence has not tended to the ameli- 
oration or improvement of a religion false in its essence, and 
fundamentally corrupt ; but that its vices and absurdities have 
remained equally flagrant, or, as it is easy to suppose, have been 
aggravated in the progress of time. 

This religion of Fo must not be considered as resem- 
bling Christianity, because its followers have monastic institu- 
tions, and make use of a kind of rosary; but as the political 
idolatry of the Chinese for their state and sovereign is widely 
different from the true principle of Christian government, that 
all power is from God^ so this false religion of Buddha is fur- 
ther removed than any other from Christianity: it is on the 
contrary adverse to our religion, and, so far from being half 
similar to Christianity, is a decidedly anti-Christian creed*. 

We may thus sum up the result of our inquiries : — among 
the great nations of primitive antiquity who stood the nearest, 

* No Gentile people preserved so long and in such purity the worship of 
the true God as the Chinese. This no doubt must be ascribed to the 
secluded situation of the country— to the great reverence of the Chinese 
for their ancestors, as well as to the patriarchal mildness of their early 
governments; and, we must add, to the unpoetical character of the 
nation itself, which was a safeguard against idolatry. There is histo- 
rical evidence that, up to two centuries before the Christian era, idolatry 
had made little progress among this people. So vivid was their ex- 
pectation of the Messiah — “ the Great Saint who, as Confucius says, 
was to appear in the West”— so fully sensible were they not only of the 
place of his birth, but of the time of his coming, that, about sixty years 
after the birth of our Saviour, they sent their envoys to hail the 
expected Kedeemer. These envoys encountered on their way the Mis- 
sionaries of Buddhism coming from India — the latter, announcing an 
incarnate God, were talcen to he the disciples of the true Christ, 
and were presented as such to their countrymen by the deluded ambas- 
sadors. Thus was this religion introduced into China, and thus did this 
phantasmagoria of Hell intercept the light of the gospel. So, not In the 
internal spirit only, hut in the outward history of Buddhism, a demo- 
niacal intent is very visible..— Trarw. 
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or at least very Bear, to the source of sacred tradition— the 
wrd of primitive revelation — the Chinese hold a very distin- 
guished place ; and many passages in their primitive history, 
many remarkable vestiges of eternal truth— the heritage of old 
thoughts— to be found in their ancient classical works, prove 
the originally high eminence of this people. But at a very 
early period, their science had taken a course completely erro- 
neous, and even their language partly followed tins direction, 
or at least assumed a very stiif and artificial character. De- 
scending from one degree of political idolatry to a grade still 
lower, they have at last openly embraced a foreign superstition 
— a diabolic mimicry of Cmistianity, which emanated front 
India, has made Thibet its principal seat, prevails in China, 
and, widely diffused over the whole middle of Asia, reckons a 
greater number of followers than any other religion on the 
earth. 


KITO OF IJ3CTHBH! VUt 
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LECTURE IV, 

Of tlie Institutions of the Indians— the Brahrainical Caste, and the he- 
reditary Priesthood.-~Of the Doctrine of the Transmigration of Souls, 
considered as the Basis of Indian Life, and of Indian Philosophy. 

When Alexander the Great had attained the object of his 
most ardent desires, and, realising the fabulous expedition of 
Bacchus and his train of followers, had at last reached India, 
the Greeks found this vast region, even on this side of the 
Ganges — (for that river, the peculiar object of Alexander's 
ambition, the conqueror, in despite of all his efforts, was 
unable to reach) — the Greeks found this country extensive, 
fertile, highly cultivated, populous, and filled with flourishing 
cities, as it was divided into a number of great and petty 
kingdoms. They found there an hereditary division of castes, 
such as stiU subsists ; although they reckoned not four, but 
seven castes, a circumstance, however, which, as we shall see later, 
argues no essential difference in the division of Indian classes 
at that period. They remarked, also, that the country was 
divided into two religious parties or sects, the Brachmans and 
the Samaneans. By the first, the Greeks designated the fol- 
lowers of the religion of Brahma, as well as of Vishnoo and 
Siva, a religion which still subsists, and is more deeply rooted 
and more widely diffused and prevalent in India than any 
other religious system ; distinguished as it is by its leading 
dogma of the transmigration of souls, which has exerted the 
mightiest influence on every department of thought, on the 
whole bearing of Indian philosophy, and on the whole arrange- 
ment of Indian life. But by the Greek denomination of Sa- 
maneans we must certainly understand the Buddhists, as, among 
the rude nations of Central Asia, as in other countries, the 
priests of the religion of Bo hear at this day the name of Scha- 
mans. These pnests indeed appear to be little better than 
mere sorcerers and jugglers, as are the priests of all idolatrous 
nations that are sunk to the lowest degree of barbarism and 
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superstition. The word itself is pure Indian, and occurs fre* 
quentiy in the religious and metaphysical treatises of that 
people ; for originally, and before it had received such a mean 
acceptation among those Buddhist nations, it had quite a 
philosophical sense, as it still has in the Sanscrit. This word 
denotes that equability of mind, or that deep internal equa- 
nimity which, according to the Indian philosophy, must pre- 
cede, and is indispensably requisite to, the perfect union with the 
God-head. In general all the names by wliich Buddha, the 
priests of his religion, and its important and fundamental 
doctrines are known, whether in Thibet, or among the Mon- 
gol nations, in ^iam, in Pegu, or in Japan— in general, we 
say, ail those names are pure Indian words ; for the tradition 
of ail those nations, with unanimous accord, deduces the origin 
of this sect from India. 

The name of Buddha, which the Chinese have changed, or 
shortened into that of Fo, is rather an honorary appellation, 
and is expressive of the divine wisdom with which, in the 
opinion of his followers, he was endowed ; or which rather, 
according to their belief, became visible in his person. The 
period of his existence is fixed by many at six hundred years, 
by others again at a tliousancl years, before the Chidstian era. 
His real and historical name was Gautama ; and it is remark- 
able that the same name was borne by the author of one of the 
piincipal philosophical systems of the Hindoos, the Nyaya 
pliilosophy, the leading principles of which will be the subject 
of future consideration, when we come to speak of the Indian 
philosophy. Indeed, the dialectic spirit which pervades the 
Nyaya philosophy would seem to be of a kindred nature and 
like origin with the confused metaphysics of the Buddhists. 
But the names, notwithstanding their identity, denote two 
different persons ; although even the founder of the dialectic 
system, like almost all other celebrated names in the ancient 
history, traditions, and science of the IndiaAs, figures in the 
character of a mythological pei'sonage. But we must first 
take a view of the state of manners, and the state of political 
civilisation, in India, in order to he able to form a right judg- 
ment and estimate of the intellectual and scientific exertions of 
its inhabitants, and of the peculiar nature and tendency of the 
Indian opinions. 

By the manner in whieli the Greek writers speak of the two 
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religious parties, into which Alexander found the country 
divided, it can scarcely be doubted that the Buddhists at that 
period were far more numerous, and more extensively dilfused 
throughout India, than they are at the present day, and this 
inference is even corroborated by many historical vouchers of 
the Indians themselves. Although the Buddhists are now but 
an obscure sect of dissenters in the Western Peninsula, they 
are stdl tolerably numerous in several of its provinces ; while, 
on the other hand, they have complete possession of the whole 
Eastern and Indo-Chinese peninsula. Besides this sect, there 
are many other religious dissenters even in Hindostan ; such 
for instance, as the sect of Jains^ who steer a middle course 
between the followers of the old and established religion of 
Brahma, and the Buddhists ; for, like the latter, they reject the 
Indian division and system of castes. Even the established re- 
ligion itself is divided into three parties, which, though they do 
not form precisely separate sects, still are marked by no incon- 
siderable differences in their opinions, views, and conduct : ac- 
cording as each of these parties acknowledges the supremacy, 
or renders a nearly exclusive worship to one or other of the 
three principal Hindoo divinities, Brahma, Vishnoo, and Siva. 
And, although in the empire of the great Mogul, the number 
of the Mahometan conquerors, and of those that accompanied 
them into India, was very small, compared with the mass of the 
native population, yet, after the total destruction of this empire, 
there still remain several millions of Mahometans in the country. 
Even the Persian language, or a corrupt dialect of it, which 
these conquerors introduced, is still in many places in use as the 
language of ordinary life, trade, and business ; in the same way 
as the Portuguese in the maritime and commercial cities of 
India, or the Lingua Franca in our Eastern factories, serves as 
the usual and convenient medium of communication. 

The Indian is not the only, or exclusively prevailing, lan- 
guage in the whole peninsula ; in several provinces, as for in- 
stance, on the southern coast, and in the Isle of Ceylon, quite 
a different language prevails; and the old cultivated and 
classical speech of India is there unknown. The name of 
Sanscrit, by which the latter is designated, denotes a cultivated 
or highly-wrought language ; but the Pracrit, which is em- 
ployed together or alternately with the Sanscrit in the theatri- 
cal pieces of the Indians, signifies a natural and artless speech, 
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and is not so mncli a distinct dialect as a softer pronnnciation 
of the Sanscrit, which smoothes, suppresses^ or melts down the 
hard and crowded consonants, and pays less regard to the more 
elaborate grammatical forms of this language. The Pracrit, 
which is used in dramatic pieces, particularly in the female 
parts, stands, from its more simple grammar, in the same relation 
to the Sanscrit as the softer Italian or Portuguese does to the old 
Latin, without however the same heterogeneous alloy. But, 
independently of these variations in the later and beautiful 
language of Indian poetry, the language of that country is 
split and divided into a .number of dissimilar and widely dis- 
similar dialects, such as the Malabar, for example ; and almost 
in every province the common language undergoes a variety of 
changes; and this is the case even in Bengal. The country of 
the Upper Ganges, especially Benares, is renotvned for being 
the chief seat of the Sanscrit tongue, — the place, at least, 
where it is best understood, and spoken with the greatest purity. 

Those languages which differ totally from the Indian, belong 
in part to quite a different race of men, mostly, perhaps to the 
Malays: for, so far is India from being entirely peopled by one 
single race of inliabitants, that we find in several of its pro- 
vinces tribes of an origin totally different from that of the Hin- 
doos. This great variety in the whole life, manners, and poli- 
tical institutions of the Indians, forms a striking contrast with 
the absolute unity, and internal uniformity of the Cliinese Em- 
pire. It was perhaps this variety in tfie moral and political 
aspect of ancient India, tnat gave rise to the denomination 
which it has received in the old sacred Median books of Zo- 
roaster, where, in the first fargard, ov section of the Vendidat, 
it is described as the fifteenth pure region of the earth, created 
by Ormuzd, and designated by the name of Hapte Heando - — 
a name which signifies the seven Indias. India is stiU split 
into a multitude of sects and religions, and divided into dif- 
ferent tribes, speaking various languages ; so, as Herodotus long 
ago observed, it has for the most part been ever composed of a 
multitude of great and petty states, although from its natural 
boundaries it might easily have been formed into one great 
monarchy, and really constitutes but one country in its geo- 
graphical circumscription. 

The historian of India would have principally to speak of the 
successes of a long series of foreign conquerors, who, from 
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Alexander the Great to Nadir Sliah, have invaded this country 
by the north-west side from Persia, The Greeks were indeed 
told that, before Alexander the Great, no foreign conqueror had 
ever invaded India ; and even after this invasion, and on the 
death of Sandracottus, when the Indians were liberated from 
the transient dominion of the Greeks, they were for a long 
lapse of ages governed by native princes ; and their country was 
parcelled out into a number of great and petty kingdoms, such 
as those of Magadha, Ayodha, &c. It is a striking incident in 
the moral and mtellectuai history of the Hindoos, that amid all 
the revolutions under their ancient and native rulers, and amid 
all the later vicissitudes of foreign conquest, their peculiar modes 
of life and their institution of castes should have been pre- 
served, and, despite of all the changes of time and of empire, 
should have stood unchanged, like the one surviving monument 
of the primitive world. In the administration and government 
of tliis country, the absolute monarchical sway which exists in 
China, and the unlimited despotism of other Oriental countries, 
could never be realised; for that hereditary division of classes, 
and those hereditary rights belonging to each, which, as they 
form a part of the Indian constitution, have taken such deep 
root in the soil; and which, as they rest on the immoveable 
basis of ancient faith, have become, as it were, the second 
nature of this people— all these present an unassailable rampart, 
which not even a foreign conqueror could ever succeed in over- 
throwing. We can hence understand what led the Greeks to 
believe and assert that there were republican states in India. 
If from prepossessions, which were natural to that people, they 
asserted too much, or thought they saw more than a nearer in- 
vestigation proves to be actually the case; still their assertion 
is not totally without foundation, for the Indian system of 
castes is in many respects more favourable to institutions of a 
republican nature, or at least republican tendency, than the con- 
stitution of any other Asiatic state. When those modern writers, 
therefore, who were the declared enemies of all hereditary rank 
and hereditary lights, spoke with contempt and abhorrence of 
the Indian c« mstitution of castes, represented it as the peculiar 
basis of desjiotism, and even applied the name of caste as a 
party- word to the social relations of Europe; their assertions 
were false, and utterly opposed to histoiy. The invectives of 
these writers may be easily accounted for, from their verj^ 
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democratic views, or rather from their doctrine of absolute 
equality, as this equality itself is ever the attendant of despotism, 
produces it, or proceeds from it, and is one of its most distinc" 
tive characteristics. In confirmation of what we have said, w^e 
may observe, that even at the present day most of the cities of 
India possess municipal institutions, which are much admired 
by English writers, who attest from their personal experience 
and observation, their salutary influence on individual and public 
prosperity. In general the English have paid very great at- 
tention to the jurisprudence and civil legislation of India ; as 
the fundamental principle of their Indian government is to rule 
that country according to its own laws, customs, and privileges; 
while, on the contrary, the other European powers that once 
had obtained a firm moting in India, formed alliances with, and 
attached themselves by preference to, the Mahometan sove- 
reigns of the country. By this simple but eldightened prin- 
ciple in their Indian policy and administration, the English 
have obtained the ascendency over all their rivals or opponents, 
and have become complete masters of the whole of this splen- 
did region. 

The scholars of Europe began their Indian researches by the 
study and translation of the laws and jurisprudence of the Hin- 
doos, the text as well as commentaries, and it was only at a later 
period they extended their inquiries to other subjects. The 
Indian jurisprudence is undoubtedly a standing proof and monu- 
ment of the comparatively high and very ancient moral and 
intellectual refinement of that people; and a more minute and 
profound investigation of that jurisprudence would no doubt 
give rise to many interesting points of comparison, and to many 
striking analogies, partly with the old Athenian, or first Roman 
laws, partly with the Mosaic legislation, and even in some par- 
ticular points with the Germanic constitution. As the caste of 
warriors in India, who constitute the class of landed proprietors, 
and the aristocracy of the country, are founded on exactly the 
same principle as the hereditary nobility of Germany, it cannot 
excite surprise, if we find in India, not indeed the elaborate and 
complex feudality of the Germans, but a more simple system of 
fiefs. 

But, according to the plan we have proposed to ourselves, in 
the history of all ancient, and especially of the primitive Asiatic 
nations, the matter of .greatest moment must be to trace their 



144 PHILOSOPHY OF 

mtelleotual progress, their scientific labours, and predominant 
opinions ; all those views of divine and human things, that have 
a mighty influence on life ; and, finally, the peculiar religious 
feelings and principles of each of those ancient nations. In the 
second part of this work, -when we shall have to speak of the 
progress of mankind in modern times, we may perhaps change our 
point of view, and find it of more importance to trace the mu- 
tual relations between the external state of society and the in- 
ternal development of intellect. But in that remote antiquity, 
which is contiguous to the primitive ages, the points of greatest 
moment, as we have already observed, are the intellectual cha- 
racter, the modes of thinking, and the religion of those nations. 
On the other hand, their civil legislation, and even their political 
constitutions, however important, interesting, and instructive 
the closer investigation of those subjects may he in other re- 
spects, can occupy in this history but a secondary place ; and it 
will suffice for our purpose to point out some leading points of 
legislation that serve as the foundation and principle of the 
moral and intellectual character of those nations. In India this 
leading point is the institution of castes, the most remarkable 
feature in all Indian life, and which in its essential traits existed 
in Egypt. THs singular phenomenon of Indian life has even 
some points of connexion with a capital article of their creed, 
the doctrine of the transmigration of souls — a doctrine which 
vrill he later the subject of our inquiries, and which we shall en- 
deavour to place in a nearer and clearer light. In showing the 
influence of the institution of castes on the state of manners in 
India, I may observe, in the first place, that in this division of 
the social ranks there is no distinct class of slaves (as was indeed 
long ago remarked by the Greeks); that is to say, no such class 
of bought slaves—no men, the property and merchandise of their 
fellow- men — as existed in ancient Greece and Rome, as exist 
even at this day among Mahometan nations ; and, as in the 
case of the negroes, are still to be found, in the colonial posses- 
sions of the Christian and European states. The labouring 
class of the 8udras h undouhtedly not admitted to the high 
privileges of the first classes, and is in a state of great depen- 
dance upon these ; hut this very caste of Sudras has its heredi- 
tary and clearly defined rights. It is only by a crime that a 
man in India can lose his caste, and the rights annexed to it. 
These rights are aca^l^ed by birth ; except in the instance of 
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the oifaprmg of nnlawful marriages between persons of different 
castes. The fate of these hapless wretches is indeed hard, — 
Iiarderj almost, than that of real slaves among other nations. 
Ejected, excommunicated as it were, loaded wnth malediction, 
they are regarded as the outcasts of society, yea almost of 
humanity itself. This terrible exclusion, however, from tlie 
rights 01 citizenship occurs only in certain clearly specified 
cases. There are even some cases of exception explicitly laid 
down, where a marriage with a pei’son of different caste is 
permitted; or where, at least, the only consequence to tlie 
children of such marriage is a degradation to an inferior class 
of society. But the geiieral rule is that a lawful marriage can 
be contracted only with a woman of the same caste. Women 
participate in all the rights of their caste; in the high prero- 
gatives of Brahmins, if they are of the sacerdotal race (although 
there are not and never were priestesses among the Indians as 
among the other heathen nations of antiquity) ; or in the 
privileges of nobility, if they belong to the caste of the 
Cshatriyas, These privileges, which belong and are secured to 
women, and this participation in the rights and advantages of 
their respective classes, must tend much undoubtedly to miti- 
gate the injurious effects of polygamy. The latter custom has 
ever prevailed, and still prevails, in India ; though not to the 
same degree of licentiousness, nor with the same unlimited and 
despotic control, as in Mahometan countries ; but a pluniiity 
of wives is there permitted only under certain conditions, and 
with certain legal restrictions; consequently, in that milder 
form, under which it existed of old in the warm climes of Asia, 
and according to the patriarchal simplicity of the yet thinly 
peopled world. The much higher social rank, and better moral 
condition of the female sex in India, are apparent from those 
portraits of Indian life which are drawn in tiieir beautiful works 
of poetry, whether of a primitive or a later date ; and from 
that deep feeling of tenderness, that affectionate regard and re- 
verence, with wliich the character of woman and her domestic 
relations are invariably represented. These few examples suf- 
fice to show the moral effects of the Indian division of castes ; 
and while they serve to defend this institution against a sweep- 
ing sentence of condemnation, or the indiscriminate censure of 
too partial prejudice, they place the subject in its true and 
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proper light, and present alike tlie advantages and defects of 
the system. , 

From its connexion with the general plan of my work, I am 
desirous of entering more deeply into the internal principle of 
this singular division and rigid separation of the social ranks, 
and into the historical origin of tliis strange constitution of hu- 
man society. When the Greeks, who accompanied or foEowed 
.Alexander into India, numbered seven instead of four castes in 
that country, they did not judge inaccurately the outward con- 
dition of things ; but they paid not sufficient attention to the 
Indian notions of castes ; and their, very enumeration of those 
castes proves they had mistaken some points of detail. In this 
enumeration they assign the first rank to BracIimanSy ot wise 
men ; and by the artisans, they no doubt understood the trad- 
ing and manufacturing class of the Vaisyas. The councillors 
and intendants of kings and princes do not constitute a distinct 
caste, but are mere officers and functionaries ; who, if they be 
lawyers, belong to, and must be taken from, the caste of Brah- 
mins; though the other two upper castes are not always rigidly 
excluded from these functions. The class again that tends 
the breeding of cattle, and lives by tbe chase, forms not a 
distinct caste, but merely follows a peculiar kind of employ- 
ment. And when the Greeks make two castes of the agri- 
culturists and the warriors, they only mean to draw a distinc- 
tion between the labourers and the masters, or the real proprie- 
tors of the soil. Even the name of Cshatriyas signifies 
landed proprietor ; and, as in the old Germanic constitution, 
the arriere-ban was composed of landed proprietors, and the 
very possession of the soil imposed on the nobility the obliga- 
tion of military service; so,, in the Indian constitution, the 
two ideas of property in land, and military service, are indisso- 
lubly connected. Some modern inquirers have attached very 
great importance to the undoubtedly wide and remarkable se- 
paration of the fourth or menial caste of Sudras from the three 
upper castes. They have thought they perceived, also, a very 
great diffierence in the bodily structure and general physiog- 
nomy of this fourth caste from those of the others ; and have 
thence concluded that the caste of Sudras is descended from a 
totally different race, some primitive and barbarous people whom 
a more civilised nation, to whom the three upper castes must 
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have belonged, have conquered and subdued, and degraded to 
that meniai condition, the lowest grade in the social scale— a 
grade to which the iron arm of law eternally binds them down. 
This hypothesis is in itself not very improbable ; and it may 
be proved from history that the like has really occurred in se- 
veral Asiatic, and even European, countries. In the back- 
ground of old, mighty and civilised nations, we can almost 
always trace the primeval inhabitants of the country, who, dis- 
possessed of their territory, have been either reduced to servi- 
tude by their conquerors, or have gradually been incorporated 
with them. These primitive inhabitants, when compared ivith 
their later and more civilised conquerors, appear indeed in 
general rude and barbarous ; though we find among them a 
certain number of ancient customs and arts, which by no 
means tend to confirm the notion of an original and universal 
savage state of nature. It is possible that the same circum- 
stances have occurred in India ; tliough this is by no means a 
necessary inference, for humanity in its progress, follows not 
one uniform course, but pursues various and widely different 
paths ; and, hitherto, at least, no adequate historical proof has, 
in my opinion, been adduced for the reality of such an occur- 
rence in India. It has also been conjectured that the caste of 
warriors, or the princes and hereditary nobility, possessed ori- 
ginally greater power and influence ; and that it is only by de- 
grees the race of Brahmins has attained to that great prepon- 
derance which it displays in later times, and which it even still 
possesses. We find, indeed, in the old epic, mythological, and 
historical poems of the Indians, many passages which describe 
a contest between these two classes, and which represent the 
deified heroes of India victoriously defending the wise aisd 
pious Brahmins from the attacks of the fierce and presumptu- 
ous Cshatriyas. This account, however, is susceptible of ano- 
ther interpretation, and should not be taken exclusively in this 
political sense. That in the brilliant period of their ancient 
and national dynasties and governments, the princes and war- 
'like nobility possessed greater weight and importance than at 
present, is quite in the nature of things, and appears indeed to 
have been undoubtedly the case. From many indications in 
the old Indian traditions and histories, it would appear that the 
caste of Cshatriyas was partially, at least, of foreign extraction ; 
while those traditionary accounts constantly represent the caste 

l2 ' 
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of BrahmiBS as the highest class, and nohler part, nay, the 
corner-stone of the whole community. 

The origin of an hereditary caste of warriors, when consi- 
dered in itself, may be easily accounted for, and it is no wise 
contrary to the nature of things that, even in a state of society 
where legal rights are yet midefined, the son, especially the 
eldest, should govern and administer the territory or property 
which his deceased father possessed, and even in those cases 
where it was necessary, should take possession, administer, and 
defend this property by open force and the aid of his depend- 
ents. ■ ' ' 

But afterwards, when the social relations became more 
clearly fixed by law, and an union on a larger scale was formed 
by a general league, as the duties of military service were an- 
nexed to the soil, so the right to the soil was again determined 
by, and depended on, military service ; now, in that primitive 
period of history, such a political union might have been formed 
by a common subordination to a higher power, or by a confe- 
deracy between several potentates ; and this has really been 
the origin of an hereditary landed nobility in many coun- 
■ tries.' . , ... ' 

The hereditary continuance or transmission of arts and 
trades, whereby the son pursues the occupation of the father, 
and learns and applies what the latter has discovered, has no- 
thing singular in itself, and appears indeed to contain its own 
explanation. But it is not easy, or at least equally so, to ac- 
coimt for the exclusive distribution and the exact and rigid 
separation of castes, particularly by any religious motives and 
principles, which are, however, indubitably connected with this^ 
institution. Still less can we understand the existence of a 
great hereditaiy class of priests, eternally divided from the rest 
of the community, such as existed both in India and Egypt 
To comprehend this strange phenomenon, we must endeavour 
to discover its origin, and trace it back, as far as is possible, to 
the primitive ages of the world. If, for the sake of brevity, I 
have used the expression, “ a class of hereditary priests f I 
ought to add, in order to explain my meaning more clearly, 
that the word priests must not be taken in that limited sense 
which antiquity attached to it ; that the Brahmins are not 
merely confined to the functions of prayer, but are strictly and 
mnin^^ntly theologians, since they alone are nermitted to read 
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and interpret the Vedas, while the other castes can read only 
with their sanction such passages of those sacred writings as 
are adapted to their circumstances, and the fourth caste are 
entirely prohibited from hearing any portion of them. The 
Brahmins are also the lawyers and physicians of India, and 
heoce the Greeks did not designate them erroneously , when they 
termed them the caste of philosophers. 

We have already had occasion to observe that the Mosaic 
narrative, — that first monument of all history, (which a very 
intellectual German writer has called the primitive document of 
the human race, and which it indeed is even in a mere histo- 
rical sense, and in the literal acceptation of the word)— that the 
Mosaic narrative, we say, ascribes to the Cainites the origin of 
hereditary arts and trades. And there are two which are par- 
ticularly worthy of remark, and to which I drew your attention 
—the knowledge of metals, and the art of music. I used the 
general expression, the knowledge of metals, because in the 
primitive ages of the world, the art of working mines, or of ex- 
ploring and extracting metals from the earth, was essentially 
connected with the art of preparing and polishing them ; and 
tins knowledge of metals was very instrumental in forwarding 
the infant civilisation of the primitive world, as the art of 
working and polishing them has ever contributed to the refine- 
ment of mankind. By the music of the Cainites, I said we 
were not to understand our ovra more elaborate and sublime 
system of melody. This art was chiefly consecrated, in those 
ancient times, to the uses of divine service; still older, per- 
haps, was the medicin al , or rather the magical, use and in- 
fluence of music. Tlois is at least indicated by the tradition 
and mythology of all nations ; and such a supposition is 
quite conformable to the spirit of those early ages; and I 
would here remind you that, in the primitive symbolical 
writing of the Chinese, the sign of a magician represents 
also a priest — a character whidi, as Remusat has observed, 
is not to be found in the narrow circle of their symbols, I 
added, that the existence of an hereditary caste of warriors 
among the Cainites was possible, and even probable; though 
not so, in my opinion, the existence of an hereditary sacerdo- 
tal caste. But though such an institution did not emanate 
fiom the Cainites, it may at least have been occasioned by 
them. As I said before, the Mosaic history represents the vast. 
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boundless, prodigious corruption of the world in the age imme- 
diately preceding the deluge, as produced solely by the union 
of the better and godly portion of mankind with the lawless 
descendants of Cain. Thus this would suppose a certain dread 
and apprehension of any alliance and intercourse with a race 
laden with malediction, and pregnant with caiamity. And 
may not this very circumstance have given rise to the establish- 
ment of a distinctly separate and hereditary class, not of priests 
in the later signification of that word, but of men chosen and 
eonsecrated by God, and entirely devoted to his service? and, 
consequently, is it not among the later Sethites, we must look 
for the origin of this institution ? 

We should transport ourselves in imagination to the age of 
the patriarchs, and then consider that, with the high powers 
which thdy still possessed, they must have watched with the 
most jealous and far-sighted solicitude over the fate of their 
posterity, in order to preserve them in their original purity and 
high hereditary dignity. The Indian traditions acknowledge 
and revere the succession of the first ancestors of mankind, or the 
holy patriarchs of the primitive world, under the name of the 
seven great JRishis^ or sages of hoary antiquity j though they 
invest their history with a cloud of fictions. They place all these 
patriarchs in the primitive world, and assign them to the race 
of Brahmins ; —a circumstance which cannot here appear un- 
fitting. It has been often observed that the Indians have no 
regular histories, no works of real historical science ; and the 
reason is that with them the sense of the primitive world is still 
fresh and lively, and that not only do they clothe their ideas in 
a poetical garb, but aH their conceptions of human affairs and 
events are exclusively mjdjhological ; so that aU the real events 
of later historical times are absorbed in the element of mythology ; 
or at least strongly tinged with its colours. It is in the same 
way, the panegyrists of the Chinese language remark that the 
almost total absence of grammar in that language, among a 
people of such highly cultivated intellect, should not betaken 
merely to denote the poverty and jejuneness of the infancy of 
speech, as this in a great measure originated in the fact that 
the profound primitive emotions, wliieh gave birth to those first 
languages, were too absorbed in the subject of their contem- 
plation, too much bent on giving utterance to the most effec- 
tive word, or expi'cssing themselves with the most condensed 
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brevity, to perplex or trouble themselves with nicei distinctions, 
and minor and often superfluous rules. 

The providential care of these first patriarchs for the pre- 
servation and prosperity of their offspring and race is evinced 
in those patriarchal scenes described not only in the Sagas of 
other primitive nations, but also in the sacred writings of the 
Hebrews ; and where the hoary grandsire imparts and transmits 
to his sons and grandsons, the power of his benediction, which was 
not a mere empty form of words, as the special inheritance of each. 
We see, too, that, after assigning the first rank to the eldest son, or 
to some favourite child, perhaps, originally chosen and pre- 
ferred by God, the venerable patriarch utters some words of 
warning which the succeeding history hut too well justifies ; 
or darkly indicates a deep presentiment of some great impend- 
ing calamity. But there is, in particular, a passage relative to 
the first great progenitor of mankind which deserves to be here 
noticed. When the calamitous epoch of the first fraternal con- 
test, and the first fatal fratricide had elapsed, it is said in Holy 
Writ: Adam begat a son in his own likeness, after his image, 
and called his name Seth.” The first thing that must strike 
us in this passage is the great and humiliating inferiority which 
it involves. Adam was created after the likeness of Almighty 
God ,* but Seth is begotten after the likeness of Adam. Yet 
there is no doubt that, from the peculiar style and manner of 
Holy Writ, a very high pre-eminence was here confen’ed on 
Seth. For in the same way as we have seen that the patri» 
archs were wont to impart their blessings to their sons and their 
posterity, Adam granted and communicated to Seth, as to his 
first-born in this second commencement of the human race, and 
as his inheritance and exclusive birthright, all those preroga- 
tives and high gifts and powers, which he himself had originally 
received from his Creator, and which, on his reconciliation with 
his God, he had once more obtained. Nothing similar is said 
of the other sons and daughters afterwards begotten by Adam, 
and through whom other nations have .derived their descent 
from the common parent- This circumstance confirms and 
explains tliat high pre-eminence which, according to sacred 
tradition, was conferred on the race of Seth. As to the high 
powers which the father of mankind had preserved after his fail, 
or had a second time received, we may well suppose that, after 
tlje crinie and flight of Cain, he would endeavour to retrieve 
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Kis errors by the establisbment of the better race of Setb, and 
by a consequent renovation of humanity. This is not a mere 
arbitrary supposition, for it is expressly said in Holy Writ that 
the first man, ordained to be “ the father of the whole earth,’’ 
(as he is there called) became on his reconciliation with his 
Maker, the wisest of all men, and, according to tradition, the 
greatest of prophets, who, in his far-reaching ken, foresaw the 
destinies of all mankind, in all successive ages down to the end 
of the world. All this must be taken in a strict historical sense, 
for the moral interpretation we abandon to others. The pre- 
eminence of the Sethites, chosen by God, and entirely devoted 
to his service, must be received as an undoubted historical fact, to 
which we find many pointed allusions even in the traditions of the 
other Asiatic nations. Nayjthe hostility between the Sethites and 
Cainites, and the mutual relations of these two races, form the 
chief clue to the history of the primitive world, and even of 
many particular nations of antiquity. That, after the violent 
but transient interruption occasioned by the deluge, the re- 
membrance of many things might revive, and the same or a 
similar hostility between the two races which had existed in the 
ante-diluvian world, might be a second time displayed, is a 
matter which it is unnecessary to examine any further. Equally 
needless would it be to show that, in the increasing degeneracy 
of man, every thing was soon more and more disfigured and de- 
ranged, and finally became for the most part undistinguishable, 
till it was afterwards a problem for the historical inquirer to 
reduce to the simple elements of their origin the greatest, most 
extraordinary, and most remarkable phenomena which still re- 
mained, or were remembered, of the primitive ages. 

If I think it not impossible that the Indian constitution of 
castes, and its most important branch, the Brahminical class 
— that is to say, the moral and general conception of this an- 
cient institution, may be connected with the {Scriptural history 
and the sacred tradition respecting the race of Seth ; I must 
observe that to this hypothesis an objection can no more he 
taken from the present character and moral condition of the 
Brahmins, than we can estimate the high gifts, the great men, 
and the mighty prophets, that the Almighty once accorded to 
the Jewish nation, or such noble natures as those of Moses 
and Ellas, by the present fallen state of that dispersed people. 

These remarks ma^ suffice to ^ive an idea of the most 
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important feature in Indian society. Before I attempt to 
e^cainine the second great characteristic of this people — the 
doctrine of the transmigration of souls, a principle which, if it 
has not produced, has at least given the peculiar bent to their 
whole philosophy , I wish to take a generi view of polytheism, 
particularly as our notions of it, chietly derived from the 
Greeks, are by no means perfectly applicable to the primitive 
nations of Asia. 

We are wont to regard the Grecian mythology, and its 
many-coloured world of fables, only as the beautiful effusion of 
poetry, or a playful creation of fancy ; and we never think of 
inquiring deeply or minutely into its details, or of examining its 
moral impoi't and influence. It is the more natural that the 
mythology of the Greeks should pmduce this impression on our 
minds, and that we should regard it in this light, as all the 
higher ideas and severer doctrines oo the God-head, its sovereign 
natui’e and infinite might, on the Eternal Wisdom and Providence 
that conducts and directs all things to their proper end, on the 
Infinite Mind and Supreme Intelligence that created all things, 
and that is raised far above external nature ; all these higher 
ideas and severer doctrines have been expounded more or less 
perfectly by Pythagoras, or* by Anaxagoras and Socrates ; and 
have been developed in the most beautiful and luminous manner 
by Plato and the philosophers that followed him. But all this 
did not pass into the popular religion of the Greeks, and it 
remained for the most part a stranger to these exalted doc- 
trines ; and, though we find in this mythology many things 
capable of a deeper import and more spiritual signification, yet 
they appear but as rare vestiges of ancient truth — vague pre- 
sentiments — fugitive tones — momentary flashes, revealing a 
belief in a supreme Being, an almighty Creator of the universe, 
and the common Father of mankind. 

But it is far otherwise in the Indian mythology. There; 
amid a sensual idolatry of nature more passionate and enthu- 
siastic still than that of the Greeks, amid pagan fictions and 
conceptions far more gigantic than those of the latter, we find 
almost all the truths of natural theology, not indeed without a 
considerable admixture of error, expressed with the utmost 
earnestness and dignity. We meet too, in this mythology, 
with the most rigidly scientific and metaphysical notions of the 
Supreme Being, his attributes and his relations ; and it is the 
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peculiar cliaraeter of the Indian mythology tc combine a 
gigantic wildness of fantasy, and a boundless enthusiasm for 
natui'e, with a deep mystical import, and a profound philosophic 
sense. If the Pythagoreans had succeeded in the desigm, which 
they in all probability entertained, of rendering their lofty 
notions on the Deity and on man, on the immortality of the 
soul, and the invisible world, more generally prevalent, and of 
introducing these ideas into the popular religion ; as it was not 
their intention entirely to reject the vulgar creed, but? only to 
mould it to their own principles, and impart to it a liigher and 
more spiritual sense (an attempt which was afterwards made by 
the New Platonists and the Emperor Julian, out of hatred to 
Christianity, though, as the time had then long gone by, their 
enterprise was attended with no permanent effects) ; if the Py- 
thagoreans, we say, had succeeded in their design, the Greek 
mythology might then have borne some resemblance to the 
Indian, and we might have instituted a comparison between the 
two. In the Indian mythology this strange combination, this 
inconsistent junction of the sublirnest truth with the most 
sensual error, of the wildest and most extravagant fiction with 
the most abstract metaphysics, and even the purest natural 
theology (if we may thus call the divine Revelation of the 
piimitive worid)j this strange combination, we say, has not 
been the effect of artful interpolation, but the fruit of native 
growth and of earliest development. 

We must now be on our guard not to admit too lightly or 
too <][uickly the coincidence of certain symbols and conceptions 
of mythology with truths and doctrines familiar to ourselves. 
How much, for instance, would a man err, who would suppose 
that there was any analogy in the Indian symbol and notion of 
Trimurtij or the divine Triad, I do not say with the Christian 
doctrine of the Trinity, but with the opinion of either of the 
Platonic schools on the triple essence or the triple Personality 
of the one God. In this symbol the heads of the three 
principal Hindoo divinities, Brahma, Vishnoo, and Siva, the 
Gods of creation, preservation, and destruction, are united in 
one figure, and this union undoubtedly indicates the primary 
energy common to all three. If we examine each in particular, 
we shall see that the attributes assigned to Brahma, and the 
expressions usually applied to Ms person, when divested of their 
poetical garb and mythic accompaniinents, may often, almost 
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literally, and in strict truth, be referred to the Deity. The 
all-pervading and seif-transforming Vishnoo is much more the 
wonderful Prometheus of nature, than a real and well defined 
divinity. The third in this divine Triad, the formidable and 
destructive Siva, has but a very remote analogy with the Deity 
that judges and chastises the world according to j ustice. This 
God of destruction, whose worshippers appear to have been 
formerly the most numerous in India, as those of Vislinoo are 
at the present day ; this God of destinction, with his serpents 
and bracelets of human skulls, appears evidently to be that 
demon of corruption who brought death into aU creation, and 
who here, whimsically and inconsistently enough, has been 
introduced into the symbol, and made a part of the Deity 
itself. This union or confusion of Eternal Perfection with the 
Evil Principle is made in another way by the Indian philoso- 
phers ; as some of them explain the doctrine of Trimurti, or 
the divine Tidad, by reference to the Traigunyan^ or the three 
qualities. These three different regions, or degrees, into 
which, according to the Indian doctrine, all existence is divided, 
are the pure world of eternal truth or of light, the middle 
region of vain appearance and illusion, and the abyss of 
darkness. However, it must he observed, that the Indians do 
not express the pure and metaphysical idea of the Supreme 
Being by either of the names of the two last mentioned 
popular divinities; nor do they even denote this idea by the 
name of Brahma, the first person of their trinity, but by the 
word Brahniy a neuter noun, which signifies the Supreme 
Being. 

As there were now two conflicting elements in the breast of 
man — the old inheritance or original dowry of truth, which 
God had imparted to him in the primitive revelation ; and error, 
or the foundation for error in his degraded sense and spirit now 
turned from God to nature — how easily must error have sprung 
up, when the precious gem of divine truth was no longer guarded 
with jealous care, nor preserved in its pristine purity; how 
much must truth have been obscured, as error advanced in all 
its formidable might, and in all its power of seduction ; and how 
soon must not this have happened among a people, like the 
Indians, with whom imagination and a very deep, hut still 
sensual, feeling for nature, were so predominant ! — It was thus 
a wild enthusiasm, and a sensual idolatry of nature, ^-enerally 
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superseded the simple worsHp of Almiglity Goa, set aside 
or disfigured the pure belief in the eternal uncreated Spirit, 
The great powers and elements of nature, and the vital principle 
of production and procreation through all generations, then 
the celestial spirits, or the heavenly host (to speak the language 
of antiq^uity), the luminous choir of stars, which the whole 
ancient world regarded not as mere globes of light or bodies 
of fire, but as animated substances ; next the Genii and tutelar 
spirits, and even the souls of the dead, received now divine 
worship 5 and men, instead of honouring the Creator in these, 
and of regarding these in reference to their Creator, considered 
them as gods. Such is, when "we have once supposed that 
man had turned away from God to nature, — such is the natural 
origin of polytheism, which in every nation assumed a different 
form according to the peculiar modes of life, and the prevailing 
principles of fife, in each. 

Among the Indians this ruling principle of existence was the 
doctrine of the transmigration of souls, which appears indeed to 
be the most characteristic of all their opinions, and was by its 
influence on real life, by far the most important. We must in 
the first place remember, and keep well in our minds, that 
among those nations of primitive antiquity, the doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul was not a mere probable hypothesis, 
which, as with many modems, needs laborious researches and 
diffuse argumentations in order to produce conviction on the 
mind. Nay, we can hardly give the name of faith to this pri- 
mitive conception; for it was a lively certainty, like the feefing 
of one’s own being, and of what is actually present ; and this 
firm belief in a future existence exerted its influence on all sub- 
lunary affairs, and was often the motive of mightier deeds 
and enterprises than any mere earthly interest could inspire. 
1 said above that the doctrine of the transmigration of souls was 
not unconnected with the Indian system of castes ; for the most 
honourable appellation of a Brahmin is Tvija^ that is to say, a 
second time born, or regenerated. On one hand this appellation 
refers to that spiritual renovation and second birth of a life of 
purity consecrated to God, as in this consists the true calling of 
a Br^min, and the special purpose of his caste. On the other 
hand this term refers to the belief that the soul, after many 
transmigrations through various forms of animals, and various 
stages of natural existence, is permitted in certain cases, as a 
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peculiar recorapensej when it has gone through its prescribed 
cycle of migrations, to return to the world, and be born in the 
class of Brahmins. This doctrine of the transmigration of 
souls through various bodies of animals or other forms of exist- 
ence, and even through more than one repetition of human life, 
(’whether such migrations were intended as the punishment of 
souls for their vieiousness and impiety, or as trials for their 
further purification and amendment)-~this doctrine which has 
always been, and is still so prevalent in India, was held likewise 
by the. ancient Egyptians. This accordance in the faith of 
these two ancient nations, established beyond all doubt by his- 
torical testimony, is indeed remarkable; and even in the mi- 
nutest particulars on the course of migration allotted to souls, 
and on the stated periods and cycles of that migration, the 
coincidence is often perfectly exact. How strangely now is this 
most singular error mixed up, I do not say with truth, hut with 
a feeling that is certainly closely akin to primitive truth! 
When an individual of our age, out of disgust with modern 
and well-known systems, or with the vulgar doctrines, and 
from a love of paradox, adopted this ancient hypothesis 
of the transmigration of souls; he merely considered the 
bare transmutation of earthly forms.'* But among those 
ancient nations tliis doctrine rested on a religious basis, and 
was connected with a sentiment purely religious. In this doc- 
ti'ine there was a noble element of truth — the feeling that man, 
since he has gone astray, and wandered so far from his God, 
must needs exert many efforts, and undergo a long and painful 
pilgrimage, before he can rejoin the Source of all perfection ; — 
the firm conviction and positive certainty that nothing defec- 
tive, impure, or defiled ’with earthly stains can enter the pure 
region of perfect spirits, or be eternally united to God; and 
that thus, before it can attain to this blissful end, the immortal 
soul must pass through long trials and many purifications* It 
may now well be conceived, (and indeed the experience of this 

* Sclilegel here alludes to the celebrated Lessing, who in his work 
entitled The Education of the Human Eace,'* had maintained the 
doctrine of the Metempsychosis, a doctrine doubly absurd in a Deist, 
like Lessing, for the metempsychosis was a philosophical, though false, 
explanation of the primitive and universal dogma of an intermediate oy 
probationary state of souls. — Trans^ 
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life would prove it,) that suffering, wMch. deeply pierces the 
soul, anguish that convulses all the memhers of existence, may 
contiibute, or may even be necessary, to the deliverance of the 
soul from all alloy and pollution, as, to borrow a comparison 
from natural objects, the generous metal is melted down in fire 
and purged from its dross. It is certainly true that the greater 
the degeneracy and the degradation of man, the nearer is his 
approximation to the brute ; and when the transmigration of 
the immortal soul through the bodies of various animals is 
merely considered as the punishment of its former transgressions, 
we can veiy well understand the opinion which supposes that 
man who, by his crimes and the abuse of his reason, had de- 
scended to the level of the brute, should at Iasi be trans-formed 
into the brute itself. But what could have given rise to the 
opinion that the transmigration of souls through the bodies of 
beasts was the road or channel of amendment, was destined to 
draw the soul nearer to infinite perfection, and even to accom- 
plish its total union with the Supreme Being, from whom, in 
^1 appearance, it seemed calculated to remove it further? And 
as regards a return to the present state and existence of man, 
what thinking person would ever wish to return to a life divided 
and fluctuating as it is, between desire and disgust, wasted in 
internal and external strife, and which, though brightened by a 
few scattered rays of truth, is still encompassed with the dense 
clouds of error even though this return to earthly existence 
should he accomplished in the Brahminical class so highly re- 
vered in India, or in the princely and royal race so highl;^ 
favoured by fortune ? There is in all this a strange mixture and 
confusion of the ideas of this world with those of the next ; and 
how the latter is separated from the former by an impassable 
gulf, they seem not to have been sufficiently aware. Both 
these ancient nations, the Egyptians as well as the Indians, re- 
garded, with few exceptions, the Metempsychosis, not as an 
object of joyful hope, but rather as a calamity impending over 
the soul ; and whether they considered it to be a punishment 
for earthly transgressions, or a state of probation — a severe but 
preparatory trial of purification — they still looked on it as a 
calamity; which to avert or to mitigate they deemed no 
attempt, no act, no exertion, no sacrifice ought to he spared. 

In the manner, however, in which these two nations con- 
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eeived this doctrinep there was a striking and funclamentat 
difference ; and if the leading tenet was the same a.niong both 
the views which each connected with it were very dissimilar. 
Deprived, as we are, of the old books and original writings of 
the Egyptians, we are unable perfectly to comprehend and seize 
their peculiar ideas on this subject, and state them with the same 
assurance as we can those of the Indians, whose ancient writings 
we now possess in such abundance, and which in all main points 
perfectly agree with the accounts of the ancient classics. But 
we are left to infer the ideas of the Egyptians on the Metempsy- 
chosis only from their singular treatment of the dead, and the 
bodies of the deceased; from that sepulchral art (if* I may use 
the expression) which with them acquired a dignity and import- 
ance, and was carried to a pitch of refinement, such as we find 
among no other people ; from that careful and costly consecra- 
tion of the corpse, w^hich we still regard with w^onder and asto- 
nishment in their mummies and other monuments. That all 
these solemn preparations, and the religious rites which accom- 
panied them, that the inscriptions on the tombs and mummies had 
all a religious meaning and object, and were intimately con- 
nected with the doctrine of the transmigration of souls, can 
admit of no doubt ; though it is a matter of greater difficulty to 
ascertain with precision the peculiar ideas they were meant to 
express. Did the Egyptians believe that the soul did not 
separate immediately from the body which it had ceased to ani- 
mate, but only on the entire decay and putrefaction of the 
corpse? Or did they wish by their art of embalinent to presei’ve 
the body from decay, in order to deliver the soul from the 
dreaded transmigration? The Egyptian treatment of the dead 
would certainly seem to imply a belief that, for some time at 
least after death, there existed a certain connexion between the 
soul and body. Yet we cannot adopt this supposition to an un- 
qualified extent, as it would be in contradiction with those sym- 
bolical representations that so frequently occur in Egyptian art, 
and in which the soul immediately after death is represented as 
summoned before the judgment-seat of God, severely accused 
by the hostile demon, but defended by the friendly and guar- 
dian spirit, who employs every resource to procure the deliver- 
ance and acquittal of the soul. Or did the Egyptians tliiiikthat 
by all these rites, as by so many magical expedients, they would 
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keep off tke malevolent fiend from the soul, and obtain for it 
the succour of good and friendly divinities? Now that the 
gates of hieroglyphic science have been at last opened, we may 
trust that a further progress in the science will disclose to us 
more satisfactory information on all these topics. 

The Indians, however, who ever remained total strangers to 
the mode of buxial and treatment of the dead practised in Egypt, 
adopted a very different course to procure the deliverance of the 
human soul from transmigration they had recourse to phi- 
losophy— to the highest aspirings of thought towards God — to ; 

a total and lasting immersion of feeling in the unfathomable 
abyss of the divine essence. They have never doubted that by 
this means a perfect union with the Deity might be obtained 
even in this life, and that thus the soul, freed and emancipated 
from all mutation and migration through the various forms of 
animated nature in this world of illusion, might remain for ever K, 
united with its God. Such is the object to which all the dif- 
ferent systems of Indian philosophy tend — such is the term of 
all their inquiries. This philosophy contains a multitude of the 
sublimest reflections on the separation from all earthly things, 
and on the union with the God-head; and there is no high 
conception in this department of metaphysics, unknown to the 
Hindoos. But this absorption of all thought and all conscious- 
ness in God — this solitary enduring feeling of internal and 
eternal union with the Deity, they have carried to a pitch and 
extreme that may almost be called a moral and intellectual 
self-annihilation. This is the same philosophy, though in a 
different form, which in the history of European intellect and ' 
science, has received the denomination of The pos- 

sible excesses— 'the perilous abyss in this philosophy, have been 
in general acknowledged, and even pointed out in particular 
cases, where egotism or pride has been detected under a secteb ■ 
disguise, or where this total abstraction of thought and feeling ^ 
has spurned all limit, measure, and law. In general, however, 

• the European mind, by its more temperate and harmonious ? 
constitution, by the greater variety of its attainments, and 
above all, by the purer and fuller light of revealed truth, has 
been preserved from those aberrations of mysticism which in 
India have been carried to such a fearful extent, not only iu 
speculation, but in real life and practice; and which, trans- 
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cendiBg as they do all tlie limits of human nature, far exceed 
the bounds of possibility, or what men have in general consi- 
dered as such. And the apparently incredible things the Greeks 
related more than two thousand years ago, respecting the re- 
cluses of India, or Gymnosophists^ as they called those Yogis, 
are found to exist even at the present day ; and ocular 
experience has fully corroborated the truth of their nairativea 
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LECTUEE V. 

A Comparative View of the Intellectual Character of the four primpal 
Nations in the Primitive World — ^the Indians, the Chinese, the 
Egyptians, and the Hebrews ; next of the peculiar Spirit and political 
Relations of the Ajncient Persians. 

As, after discord had broken out among mankind, humanity 
became split and divided into a multitude of nations, races, and 
languages, into hostile and conflicting tribes, castes rigidly 
separated, and classes variously divided ; as, indeed, when 
once we suppose this original division and primitive opposition 
in the human race, it could not be otherwise from the very 
nature and even destiny of man ; so in a psychological point 
of view, the moral unity of the individual man was broken, and 
his faculties of will and understanding became mutually op- 
posed, or followed contrary courses. The whole internal 
structure of human consciousness was deranged, and, in the 
present divided state of the human faculties, there is no longer 
the full play of the harmonious soul— of the once unbroken 
spirit— but its every faculty hath now but a limited, or, to speak 
more properly, one half of its proper power. 

The restoration of the full life and entire operation of the 
divided faculties of the human soul must be considered now 
only as a splendid exception — the high gift of creative genius, 
and of a more than ordinary strength of character ; and such 
a reunion of faculties must be looked upon as the high problem 
which constitutes the ultimate object and ideal term of all the 
inteliectuai and moral exertions of man. When in an indi- 
vidual, a clear, comprehensive, penetrative understanding, 
that has mastered all sound science, is combined with a will 
not only firm, but pure and upright, such an individual has 
attained the great object of his existence; and when a whole 
generation, or mankind in general, present this harmonious 
concord between science on the one hand, and moral conduct 
and external life, to characterise them by one word, the 
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general will, on the other, which is often in ntter hostility with 
science— we may then truly say that humanity has attained 
its destiny. The great error of ordinary philosophy, and the 
principal reason that has prevented it from accomplishing its 
ends, is the supposition it so hastily admits that the conscious- 
ness of man, now entirely changed, broken, and mutilated, is 
the same as it was originally, and as it was created and 
fashioned by its Maker; without observing that since the 
great primeval Eevolution, man has not only been outwardly 
or historically disunited, but even internally and psychologically 
deranged. The moral being of a man, a prey to internal dis- 
cord, may be said to be quartered, because the four primary 
faculties of the soul and mind of man— -Understanding and 
Will, Reason and Imagination, stand in a twofold opposition 
one to the other, and are, if we may so speak, dispersed into 
the four regions of existence. Reason in man is the regulat* 
ing faculty of thought ; and so far it occupies the first place 
in life, and the whole system and arrangement of life ; but it 
is unproductive in itself, and even in science it can pretend 
to no real fertility or immediate intuition. Imagination on the 
other hand is fertile and inventive indeed, but left to itself 
and without guidance, it is blind, and consequently subject to 
illusion. The best will, devoid of discernment and understand- 
ing, can accomplish little good. Still less capable of good is 
a strong, and even the strongest understanding, when coupled 
with a wicked and corrupt character; or should such an un- 
derstanding be associated with' an unsteady and changeable will, 
the individual destitute of character, is entirely without influ- 
ence. 

To prove, moreover, how all the other faculties of the soul, 
or the mind, elsewhere enumerated, are but the connecting 
links — the subordinate branches* of those four primary facul- 
ties ; how the general dismemberment of the human conscious- 
ness reaches even to them; how they diverge from one another, 
and appear stiU more split and narrowed ; to prove this would 
lead me too far, and is the less necessary, ^as, in the peculiar 
character of particular ages or nations, the historical in- 
quirer can observe but those four primary faculties mentioned 

The four secondary faculties of human consciousness are, according 
to our author, the memory, the conscience, the impulses or passion? 
and the outward senses. — Trans* 
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above, as tbe intellectTial elements prevalent in each. As in 
the intellectnal character of particular men, or in any given 
system of human thought, fiction, or science (and these can 
be better described and more closely analysed than the fleeting 
and transient phenomena of real life and the social relations); 
as in every such individual production, I say, of human thought 
and human action, either Reason will preponderate as a sys- 
tematic methodiser and a moral regulator, or a fertile, inventive 
Imagination will be displayed, or a clear, penetrative under- 
standing, or again a peculiar energy of wiU and strength of 
character will be observed ; so the same holds good in the 
great whole of universal history — in the moral and intellectual 
existence — the character, or the mind of particular ages or na- 
tions in the ancient world. 

This is apparent not only in the very various manner, in which 
sacred tradition — the external word to man revealed — was 
conceived, developed, and disfigured among each of those na- 
tions ; but in the peculiar form and direction which the internal 
word in man — that is to say, his higher consciousness and in- 
tellectual life— assumed among each. Such an intellectual op- 
position evidently exists between those two great primitive na- 
tions already characterised, that inhabit the extreme East and 
South of Asia — -an opposition between reason and imagination. 
In regard to the intellectual and moral character of nations as 
well as of individuals, Reason is that human faculty which is 
conversant with grammatical construction, logical inferences, dia- 
lectic contests, systematic arrangement ; and in practical life it 
serves as the divine regulator, in so far as it adheres to the higher 
order of God. But when it refuses to do this, and wishes to 
deduce all from itself and its own individuality, then it becomes 
an egotistical, over-refining, selfish, calculating, degenerate 
Reason, the inventress of all the arbitrary systems of science 
and morals, dividing and splitting every thing into sects and 
parties. Imagination must not be considered as a mere faculty 
for fiction, nor confined to the circle of art and poetry —it in- 
cludes a faculty for scientitic discoveries; nor did a mind desti- 
tute of all imagination ever make a great scientific discovery. 
There is even a higher, purely speculative fancy, which finds 
its proper sphere in a mysticism, like the Indian, that has already 
been described. Even if a mysticism, like that which consti- 
tutes the basis of the Indian philosctphy. were entirely free fiom 
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all admixture of sensual feelings, and were entirely destitute of 
images, we should certainly not be right in refusing on tliat 
account to imagination its share in tfis peculiar intellectual 
phenomenon. That in the intellectual character of the Chinese, 
reason, and not imagination, was the predominant element, it 
would, after the sketch we have before given of that people, 
and which was drawn from the best and most recent sources 
and authorities, be scarcely necessary to prove at any length— 
so clearly is that fact established. Originally, when the old 
system of Chinese manners was regulated by the pure worship 
of God, not disfigured, as among other nations, by manifold 
fictions, but breathing the better spirit of Confucius, it was 
undoubtedly in a sound, upright Beason, conformable to God, 
that the Chinese placed the foundation of their moral and poli- 
tical existence ; since they designated the Supreme Being by 
the name of Divine Reason. Although some modern writers in 
our time have, like the Chinese, applied the term’ divine reason to 
Almighty God ; yet I cannot adopt this Chinese mode of speech, 
since, though according to the doctrine from which I start, and 
the truth of which has been all along presupposed, the living 
God is a spirit; yet it by no means follows thence that God is 
Reason, or Reason God. If we examine the expression closely, 
and in its scientific rigour, we can with as little propriety attri- 
bute to God the faculty of reason, as the faculty of the imagina- 
tion. The latter prevails in the poetical mythology of ancient 
paganism; the former, when the expression is really correct, 
designates rationalism or the modem idolatry of Reason; and 
to this, indeed, we may discern a certain tendency even in very 
early times, and particularly among the Chinese. Among the 
latter people, at a tolerably early period, a sound, just Reason, 
conformable and docile to divine revelation, was superseded by 
an egotistical, subtle, over-refining Reason, which split into hos- 
tile sects, and at last subverted the old edifice of sacred tradi- 
tion, to reconstruct it on a new revolutionary plan. 

Equally, and even stiU more strongly, apparent is the predo- 
minance of the imaginative faculty among the Indians, as is 
seen even in their science and in that peculiar tendency to mys- 
ticism which this faculty has imparted to the whole Indian phi- 
losophy. The creative fulness of a bold poetical imagination is 
evinced by those gigantic works of architecture which may well 
sustain a comparison with the monuments of Egypt; by a 
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poetry, wMcli in the manifold ridhness of invention is not in- 
ferior to that of the Greeks, while it often approximates to the 
beauty of its forms ; and, above all, by a mythology which, in 
its leading features, its profound import, and its general con- 
nexion, resembles the Egyptian, while in its rich clothing of 
poetry, in its attractive and bewitching representations, it bears 
a strong similarity to that of the Greeks. Tliis decided and 
peculiar character of the whole intellectual culture of the In- 
dians will not pernnt us to doubt which of the various faculties 
of the soul is there the ruling and preponderant element. 

A similar, and equally decided opposition in the intellectual 
character and predominant element of human consciousness is 
observed between the Hebrews and Egyptians ; though this 
was an opposition of a different kind, and of a deeper import. 
To show this more clearly, I will take the liberty of interrupting 
for a moment the order I have hitherto followed, of characterising 
each nation in regular succession, and with as much accuracy 
and fulness as possible; in order by a comparative view of the 
four principal nations of remote antiquity, to draw such a ge- 
neral sketch of the first period of universal history as may serve 
at once for a central point in our inquiries, and for the ground- 
work of . subsequent remarks. Such a comparison will tend to 
facilitate our survey of the primitive ages of the world : and in 
this general combination of the whole, each part will appear in 
a clearer light. 

If I wished to characterise in one word the peculiar hearing 
and ruling element of the Egyptian mind — however unsatisfac- 
tory in other respects such general designations may be — I 
should say that the intellectual eminence of that people was in 
its scientific profundity — in an understanding that penetrated 
or sought to penetrate by magic into all the depths and myste- 
ries of nature, even into their most hidden abyss. So thoroughly 
scientific was the whole leaning and character of the Egyptian 
mind, that even the architecture of this people had an astrono- 
mical import, even far more than that of the other nations of 
early antiquity. I have already had occasion to speak of the 
deep and mysterious signification of their treatment of the dead. 
In ml the natural sciences, in mathematics, astronomy, and even 
in medicine, they were the masters of the Greeks ; and even 
the profoundest thinkers among the latter, the Pythagoreans, 
and afterwards the great Plato himselfi derived from them the 
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first eleuieBts of tlieir doctrines, or caught at least the first out- 
line of their mighty speculations. Here too, in the birth-place 
of hieroglyphics, was the chief seat of the Mysteries ; and Egypt 
has at ail times been the native country of many true, as well 
as of many false secrets. These few remarks may here serve 
to characterise this people ; we shall later have occasion to add 
many minuter traits to complete this brief sketch of the Egyp- 
tian intellect. 

Very different was the character of the ancient Hebrews, 
who, in science as well as in art, can sustain no comparison 
with those other nations we have spoken of, and to whom we 
must apply a very different criterion of excellence. The moral 
eminence of this people, or the part allotted to it in high histo- 
rical destiny, lies rather in the sphere of will, and in a well-re- 
gulated conduct of the will Moses himself was, undoubtedly, 
as it is said of him, versed in all the science of the Egyp- 
tians;” for he had received a completely Egyptian education, 
which, by the care of an Egyptian princess, was of the highest 
and politest kind, and consequently, as the customs of the coun- 
try imply, extremely scientific. Even his name, according to 
the credible testimony of several ancient writers, was originally 
Egyptian, and afterwards Hebraised; for Mouses* as he is 
called in the Greek version of the Seventy, signifies in Egyp- 
tian, 07 ie saved out of the water. But the Hebrew people 
were far from possessing that Egyptian science of which Moses 
was so great a master ; on the contrary, the Jewish legislator 
seemed to consider the greater part of that foreign science, in 
which he himself was so well versed, as of little service to his 
object ; and in many instances sought to withhold this know- 
ledge from his nation. Many of the Mosaic precepts, in- 
deed, especially such as have a reference to external life, to 
subsistence, diet, and health, and wbicb are in part at least 
founded on reasons of climate, are entirely conformable to 
Egyptian usages, and are found to have been practised among 
that people ; for these ancient lawgivers and founders of 
Asiatic states did not scruple to give even medical precepts in 
their codes of moral legislation, that embraced the minutest 
circumstances of life. But to these precepts and usages the 
Hebrew legislator has imparted in general a higher import and 
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a religious consecration. We must not suppose, however, that 
he has taken all his laws from this source, or make this a matter 
of reproach to the Jewish lawgiver, as many critics of our own 
times have done; for, to minds enslaved by the narrow spirit of 
the age, difEcult, indeed, is it to transport themselves into that 
remote antiquity. It would be a great error, also, to suppose 
that all the science which Moses had acquired by his Egyptian 
education, he wished to conceal from his nation, and reserve for 
the secret use of himself and a few confidential friends. It is 
evident, if we regard the subject only in an historical point of 
view, that a higher and better' element, completely foreign to 
the science of Egypt, animated and pervaded all the views and 
conduct of this great man, whether we consider him as the 
founder and lawgiver of the Hebrew state, or as the guide and 
instructor of the Hebrew people. In the forty years’ sojourn 
of Moses in the Arabian desert with Jethro, one of whose seven 
daughters he married, and wiio has rightly been accounted an 
Emir, or petty pastoral prince of Arabia, this higher principle 
silently grew up and expanded in the breast of this exalted 
man, until it at last burst forth in all the majesty of divine 
power. All that appeared to Moses truly sound and excellent 
ill Egyptian customs and science, or serviceable to his purpose, 
he adopted and used with choice and circumspection. But all 
that was incompatible with his designs, and which he knew to 
be corrupt, he strenuously rejected, or he gave to it a totally 
diiferent application, and established a higher principle in its 
room. 

In the same way he was not disconcerted by the secret arts 
of the Egyptian sorcerers, for it was no difficult matter for him 
to vanquish them in the presence of the king by the higher 
power of God. It is thus we should understand the conduct of 
Moses in reference to the science and modes of thinking of the 
Egyptians; and that conduct will be found not only perfectly 
irreproachable in a human point of view, but entitled to our 
warmest admiration. If for instance we suppose that Moses, 
the first and greatest writer in the Hebrew tongue, — the 
founder and legislator of that language also, was, if not the 
first that discovered, at least the first that fixed and regulated, 
the Hebrew alphabet, we may easily conceive him to have 
taken the first ten, as well as the last twelve Hebrew letters 
from the Egyptian hieroglyphics; for, even at that early period. 
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tlie liieroglypliics, while they retained their original symbolical 
meaning, had acquired an alphabetical use. This supposition 
is at least extremely probable, for many of the Hebrew letters 
are found in precisely the same form in the hieroglyphical al- 
phabet; though our knowledge of this alphabet is still so very 
imperfect, and though we have deciphered but perhaps a tenth 
part of all the various literal symbols which may there exist. 
But to continue our supposition, M oses did not wish to take from 
the Egyptian hieroglyphics more than the twenty-two literal 
signs; he neglected the other hieroglyphs and natural symbols, 
for he had no need of them. On the contrary, he studiously 
excluded all natural symbols from his religious system, and 
prohibited with inexorable severity the chosen people the use of 
images and all that was most remotely connected with such a 
service. He well foresaw that if he made the slightest conces-* 
sion on this point, and permitted the least indulgence, or left 
the slightest opening to the passion for natural and symbolical 
representations, it would be impossible to set any restraint on 
this indulgence, and that the Hebrews when they had once 
swerved from the path marked out for them, would follow the 
same course as the pagan nations. The subsequent history of 
the Jewish nation sufficiently proves how important and ne- 
cessary was that part of the Mosaic legislation which proscribed 
all that was connected with the religions use of images. But 
wherein consisted the peculiar bent of mind, the moral and in- 
tellectual character traced out to the Hebrews by their legislator 
and all their patriarchs? Completely opposed to the Egyptian 
science — to the Egyptian nnderstanffing, that dived and pene • 
trated by magical power into the profoundest secrets and 
mysteries of nature, the ruling element of the Hebrew spirit 
was the will — a will that sought with sincerity, earnestness and 
ardour, its God and its Maker, far exalted above all nature, went 
after his light when perceived, and followed with faith, with re- 
signation, and with unshaken courage, his commands, and the 
slightest suggestions of his paternal guidance, whether through 
the stormy sea, or across the savage desert. I do not mean to 
assert that the whole nation of the Jews was thoroughly, con- 
stantly, and uniformly actuated and animated with such a pure 
spirit and such pure feelings— many pages of their history attest 
the contrary, and but too well manifest how often they were in 
contradiction with themselves. But this and this alone was the 
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fundamental principle, tlie first mighty impulse, the permanent 
course of conduct which Moses and the other leaders and chosen 
men among the Hebrews sought to trace out to their people-— this 
was the abiding character, the great distinctive mark which they 
had stamped upon their nation, This, too, was the distinguish- 
ing character of all the primitive patriarchs, as represented in 
the sacred writings of the Old Testament. 

Independently of particular traits of national character, and 
the special destiny of nations, it is philosophically certain, or, if 
we may so speak, it is a truth grounded on psychological prin- 
ciples, that the win and not the understanding is in man the 
principal organ for the perception of divine truths. And by 
this, we understand a wiU that seeks out with aU the earnestness 
of desire the light of truth, which is God, and when that light 
has appeared clear, or begins to appear clear, follows with 
fidelity its guidance, and listens to the internal voice of truth 
and all its high inspirations. I affirm that in man the under- 
standing is not the principal organ for the perception of divine 
truth— that is to say, the understanding alone» On the 
understanding alone, indeed, the light may dawn and may even 
be received — but if the will be not there- — ^if the will pursue a 
separate and contrary course, that ligh^ of Mgher knowledge 
is soon obscured, and soon becomes clouded and unsteady ; or, 
if it should still gleam, it is changed into the treacherous 
meteor of illusion. Without the co-operation of a good will, 
this light cannot he preserved or maintained in its purity ; nay, 
the will must make the first advances towards truth ; it must 
lay the first basis for the higher science of divine truth, and 
religious knowledge. In other words, as the God whom we 
acknowledge and revere as the Supreme Being is a living God; 
so truth, which is God, is a living truth— it is only from life 
that it can be derived, by Hfe attained, and in life learned. In 
the present state of man’s existence, in this period of the world 
— a period of discord, of sunken power, of misery and delusion 
— a period, which, as the Indians designate oui* fourth and last 
epoch of the world by the name of Caliyug, is the period of 
predominant woe and misfortune ; in this present life, the path 
marked out for man as leading to the knowledge of divine 
truth and to a higher life, is the path of patience, resignation, 
and perseverance in the struggle of life — a toilsome probation, 
cheered and supported by hope. Desire or love is the be^ginning 
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or root of all Mglier science or divine knowledge ; perseverance 
in desire, in faith, and in the combat of life, forms the mid- way 
of our pilgrimage ; but the tei'm of this pilgrimage is only a 
term of hope. This necessaiy period of preparation, of slow 
and irksome preparation, and gradual progression, cannot be 
avoided or overleaped by the most heroic exertions of man. 
The supreme perfection and full contentment of the soul — the 
intimate union of the spirit with God — and God himself cannot 
be thus grasped, wrested, and held fast by a violent concen- 
tration of all our thoughts on a single point, by a species of 
arrogated omnipotence— the self-potency of obstinate and 
tenacious thought; as the Indian philosophy believes, and as 
the modem German philosophy^ for some time seemed to 
believe, or at least attempted. 

The real character and even history of the Jewish people 
are frequently misunderstood, and ill appreciated ; because the 
men of our times, who in all their speculations, and whatever 
may be the nature of their opinions, incline ever more and more 
to the spirit of the absolute, are unable to seize and enter into 
the idea of that epoch of preparation and progressive advance- 
ment which was as indispensable for the perfection of intellect 
and knowledge, as of moral life itself. The whole historical ex- 
istence and destiny of the Hebrews is confined within one of 
those great epochs of providential dispensation — it marks but 
one stage in the wonderful march of humanity towards its 
divine goal. The whole existence of this people turned on 
the pivot of hope, and the keystone of its moral life projected 
its far shadows into futurity. Herein consists the mighty 
difference between the sacred traditions of the Hebrews and 
those of the other ancient Asiatic nations. When we exanaine 
the primitive records and sacred books of these nations, who 
were so much nearer the fountain-head of primitive revelation 
than the later nations of the polished West ; — when we leave 
out of sight the moral precepts and ordinances of liturgy com- 
prised in these 'books, we shall find their historical view is 
turned back towards the glorious past, and that they breathe 
throughout a melancholy regret for all that man and the world 
have since lost. And undoubtedly these primitive traditions 

Schlegel here alludes to that sort of intuitive mysticism in matters 
of religion, which was the boast of the adherents of Schelling^s philo- 
sophy. — Trans, 
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contain many ancient and beautiful reinnilscences of primeval 
happiness, for even Nature herself was then far different from 
what she is at present, more lovely, more akin to the world 
of spirits, peopled and encompassed with celestial genii; and 
not only the small garden of Eden, but all creation, enjoyed 
a state of Paradisaic innocence and happy infancy, ere strife 
had commenced in the world, and ere death was known. Out 
of the multitude of these holy and affecting recollections, and 
out of the whole body of primitive traditions , Moses, by a wise 
law of economy, has retained but very little in the revelation, 
which was specially destined for .the Hebrew people, and has 
communicated only what appeared to him absolutely and indis- 
pensably necessary for his nation, and for his particular designs, 
or rather the designs of God, in the conduct of that nation. 
But the little he, has said — the significant brevity of the first 
pages of the Mosaic history, involves much profound truth for 
us in these later ages, and comprises very many solutions as 
to the great problems of primitive history, did we but know 
how to extract the simple sense with like simplicity. But 
every thing else, and in general the whole tenor of the Mosaic 
writings, like the existence of the Hebrew nation, was formed 
for futurity — and to this were the views of the Jewish legis- 
lator almost exclusively directed. And as all the sacred writ- 
ings of the Old Testament, which, by this direction towards 
futurity, were even in their outward form so clearly distin- 
guishable from the sacred books and primitive records of other 
ancient nations 5 as all these sacred writings, I say, from the 
first lawgiver, who in a high spiritual sense, delivered from 
the Egyptian bondage of nature his people chosen for that 
especial object, down to the royal and prophetic Psalmist, and 
down to that last voice of warning and of promise that re- 
sounded in the desert, were both in their form and meaning 
eminently prophetic ; so the whole Hebrew people may, in a 
lofty sense, be called prophetic, and have be-en really so in 
their historical existence and wonderful destiny. 

To these four nations, whom we have compared, in respect 
to the different shape and course which the primitive revelation 
and sacred tradition assumed among them, as well as in respect 
to the diversities in their intellectual development, the con- 
trarieties in the internal Word, and higher consciousness of 
each ; to these nations* in order to complete the instructive 
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partiilel, we may now add a fifth — the Persians ; a people 
which in some points was similar, in others dissimilar to one or 
other of these nations, and which bearing a nearer affinity to 
some in its doctrines and views of life, or even in its language 
and turn of fancy, and more closely connected with others in 
the bonds of political intercourse, • may be said to occupy a 
middle place among these nations. In ancient history, the 
Persians form the point of transition from the first to the 
second epoch of the world ; and in this they hold the first 
place, in so far as they commenced the career of universal con- 
quest ; a passion which passed from them to the Greeks, and 
from these in a still fuller extent to the Romans, like some 
noxious humour — some deadly disease transmitted with aug- 
mented virulence through every age from generation to gene- 
ration ; and even in modern times, this hereditary malady in 
the human race has again broken out. 

But, considered in a spiritual point of view, and with re- 
gard to their religion and sacred traditions, the Persians must 
be classed with the four. great nations of the primitive world, 
and can he compared with them only ; for, in this respect, 
they so totally differed from the Phoenicians and Greeks, that 
no comparison can be instituted between them and the latter; 
and no parallel, where the objects are so unlike, can be pro- 
ductive of any useful result. To the Indians they bore the 
strongest resemblance in their language, poetry, and poetic 
Sagas ; their conquests, which stretched far into the provinces 
of Central Asia, brought them in contact with the remote 
Eastern Asia, and the celestial Empire of the Chinese, so com- 
pletely sequestered from the western world ; with Egypt they 
were involved in political contests, till they finally subdued it 
— and in their religious doctrines and traditions, they more 
nearly approximated to the Plehrews ; or their views of God 
and religion were more akin to the Hebrew doctrines than 
those of any other nation. Of the King of Heaven, and the 
Father of eternal light, and of the pure world of light, of the 
eternal Word by which all things were created, of the seven 
mighty spirits that stand next to the throne of Light and 
Omnipotence, and of the glory of those heavenly hosts which 
encompass that throne ; next, of the origin of evil and of the 
Prince of darkness, the monarch of those rebellious spirits — 
the enemies of all good ; they in a ^srreat measure entertained 
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completely siuaiiar, or at least very kindred, tenets to tkose of 
tke Hebrews. That with all these doctiines much may have 
been, or really was, combined, which the ancient Hebrews and 
even we would account erroneous, is very possible, and indeed 
may almost naturally be surmised ; but this by no means impairs 
that strong historical resemblance we here speak of. A cir- 
cumstance well worthy of observation is the manner in which 
Cyrus and the Persians are represented in the historical books 
of the Old Testament, and are there so clearly distinguished 
from all other pagan nations. Among the latter they can 
with no propriety be numbered ; nay, they felt towards the 
Egyptian idolatry as strong an abhorrence, and in political 
life manifested it more violently, than the Hebrews themselves. 
During their sway in Egypt, this idolatry was an object of 
their persecution, and under Cambyses, they pursued a regular 
plan for its utter extirpation. Even Xerxes in his expedition 
into Greece, destroyed many temples and erected fire-chapels 
in the whole course of his march ; for it cannot be questioned 
but religious views were principally instrumental in giving 
birth to the Persian conquests, at least to those of an earlier 
date. This is a circumstance which should not be overlooked, 
if we would rightly understand the whole course of these events, 
and penetrate into the true spirit and original design of these 
mighty movements in the world. From their fire-worship, we 
must not be led to accuse the ancient Persians of an absolute 
deification of the elements, and of a sensual idolatry of nature ; 
in their religion, which was so eminently spiritual, the earthly 
fire and the earthly sacrifice were but the signs and the em- 
blems of another devotion and of a higher power. Symbols 
and figurative representations were in general not so rigidly 
excluded from their religious system, as from that of the 
Hebrews. Yet, among the Persians, these had a totally differ- 
ent character from those in the Indian or Egyptian idolatry. 
The generous character of the ancient Persians, their life and 
their manners, which display such an exalted sense of nature, 
possess in themselves something peculiarly winning and capti- 
vating for the feelings. The leading result of the few observa- 
tions we have made may be comprised in the following genera! 
remarks : — 

If a poetical recollection of Paradise sujSficed for the moral 
destiny of man*— if the pure feeling, enthusiasm, and admira- 
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tfoB for sideral nature were alone capable of revealing all tlie 
glory of the celestial abodes, and of the heavenly hosts, of open- 
ing to mental eyes the gates of eternal light— if this were the 
one thing necessary, and of the first necessity for man — if it 
were, or could be conformable to the will of God, that the eter- 
nal empire of pure light should be diffused over the whole earth 
by the enthusiasm of martial glory, by the generous vafour and 
heroic magnanimity of a chivalrie nobility, such as the Persian 
undoubtedly was — then, indeed, would the Persians hold the 
pre-eminence, or be entitled to claim the first rank among 
those four nations that were nearest the source of the primitive 
revelation. But it was otherwise ordained; the path alone fit and 
salutary for man, and evidently marked out by the will of God, 
is the path of patience and perseverance— the. unremitting 
straggle of slow preparation. Thus, as we may easily conceive, 
it was not the Persians, distinguished as that nation was by its 
noble character, and by its spiritual views of life; it was not 
the Egyptians, versed and initiated as they were in all the mys- 
teries of nature and all the depths of science ; — but it was the 
politically insignificant, and, in an earthly point of view, the 
far less important, almost imperceptible, people of the Hebrews, 
that were chosen to be the medium of transition — the con- 
necting link between the primitive revelation and the full de- 
velopment of religion in modem times, and its last glorious 
expansion towards the close of ages. They are now the car- 
riers, and, we may well say, the porters of the designs of Pro- 
vidence, destined to bear the torch of primitive tradition and 
sacred promise from the beginning to the consummation of the 
world: — while the once magnanimous nation of the Persians 
has sunk from that pure knowledge of truth, and those high 
spiritual notions of religion it once entertained, down to the 
anti-Christian superstition of Mahomet; and the profound 
people of Egypt has become totally extinct, and is not to be 
traced save in the small community of Coptic Christians, who 
have preserved a feeble remnant of the ancient language. 

Since now this general sketch of the various and contrary 
directions which the human mind followed in the first ages of 
history has been rendered more clear and definite by a compa- 
rative view of the five principal nations of the primitive world, 
it only remains for us to subjoin some important traits in the 
history tff each, to complete this picture of the earliest nations; 
In order to pass over, along with the Persians to the second 
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period of tile ancient world — a period wMcb is so much nearer to 
usj and appears so much more clear and open to our apprehension. 

The origin of ancient heathenism we must seek among the 
Indians, and not among the Chinese, for the reason we have 
before alleged ; namely, that in the primitive ages, the Chinese 
observed a pure, simple, and patriarchal worship of the Deity ; 
and it wa.s only when under the first general and powerful 
emperor of China, the rationalism introduced by the sect of 
Taosse had brought about a complete revolution in the whole 
system of Chinese faith, manners, and customs, that a real 
form of paganism— the Indian superstition of Buddha — w^as 
subsequently introduced into that country. This subversion of 
the whole system, of ancient government — of ancient doctrines 
—and of what among the Chinese was inseparably allied with 
the latter, the early system of writing, was a real revolution in 
the public mind. As the general burning of the sacred books, 
and the persecution and execution of many of the learned, were 
measures directed solely against the school of Confucius, that 
adhered to the old system of morals and government, it is by 
no means an arbitrary and baseless hypothesis to ascribe to the 
antagonist party, the rationalist sect of Taosse, a great share 
in this violent moral and political revolution ; inasmuch as the 
powerful Emperor Chi-ho-angti must have been quite in the 
interest of this party. Although the erection of the great 
wall of China, and the settlement of a Chinese colony in Japan, 
gave external splendour to his reign ; yet at home its despotic 
violence rendered it thoroughly revolutionary. And so this 
mighty catastrophe, which occurred two thousand years ago in 
the Chinese empire, widely removed as it is from us by the 
distance of space and time, and different as is the form under 
which it occurred, bears nevertheless no slight resemblance or 
analogy to much we bav seen and experienced in our own 
times. To explain the contradiction which seems involved in 
the fact, that on one hand we have commended that pure, 
simple, and patriarchal worship of the Deity by the Chinese 
in the primitive period j and much that denoted the compara- 
tively high state of civilisation among this people, together 
with a science perverted and degenerate indeed, yet carried to 
a high degree of refinement ; and that, on the other hand, we 
have pointed out many things in their primitive writing-system, 
whirth displayed a great rudeness and poverty of ideas, and a 
very confined circle of symbols, we may observe that it is with 
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CMna as with many other ancient civilised conntries, wherCy 
in the background of a ruling and highly polished people, a 
close investigation will discover a race of primitive inhabitants 
more barbarous, or at least less advanced in intellectual refine- 
ment. Such a race is mentioned by historians as existing in 
different provinces of China under the name of Miao — they 
are precisely characterised as an earlier, less polished race of 
inhabitants, and they have indeed been preserved down to later 
times. The historical inquirer meets almost always in the first 
ages of the world with two strata of nations, consisting of an 
elder and a younger race;— in the same way as the geologist 
in his investigation of the earth’s surface can clearly distinguish 
a twofold formation of mountains and separate periods in the 
formation of that surfaxje. Thus, in China, the more polished 
new-comers and founders of the subsequent nation and state, 
accommodated themselves in many respects to the manners and 
customs, the language and even perhaps symbolical writing of 
these half savages, as the Europeans have partly done, when 
they have wished to civilise and instruct the Mexicans and other 
barbarous nations ; and as men must always act in similar 
cases, if they would wish success to crown their benevolent 
endeavours. All researches into the origin of the Chinese 
nation and Chinese civilisation ever conduct the inquirer to the 
north-west, where the province of Shensee is situated, and to 
the countries lying beyond. Thus this only serves to confirm 
the opinion, highly probable in itself, and supported by sucli 
manifold testimony, of the general derivation of all Asiatic 
civilisation from the great central region of Western Asia. 

I Agreeably to this opinion, the Indian traditions, as we have 

already mentioned, deduce the historical descent of Indian 
civilisation from the northern mountainous range of the Hima- 
laya and the country northwards ; and in support of this tradi- 
tion, we may cite the vast ruins, the immense subterraiieous 
temples hewn out of the rock, in the neighbourhood of the old 
and celebrated city of Bumyan, Though the latter city be not 
in the proper India, but more northward towards Cahul, in 
Hindu Cutch. still its ruins present to the eye of the spectator 
the peculiar forms and structure of the architecture and colos- 
sal images of India, (whereof they contain a great abundance,) 
I such as are observed in the other great monumental edifices of 

I the Indians at Ellore, in the centre of the southern province of 
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Deccan, in the Isles of Salsette and Elephanta, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bombay, in the island of Ceylon, and near Ma’va- 
lipuram on the coast of Madras. All these immense temples, 
which have been hewn in the cavities of rocks, or have been 
cut out of the solid rock ; and where often many temples are 
ranged above and beside the other, together with the buildings 
for the use of the Brahmins and the swarms of pilgrims, occu- 
pying* in length and breadth the vast space of half a German 
mile, and even more ; — -these temples form the regular places of 
Hindoo pilgrimage, whither immense multitudes of pilgrims 
Hock from all the countries of India ; and an English writer, 
who wrote as an eye-witness, estimated the multitude at the al- 
most incredible number of two millions and a half. Together 
with the colossal images of gods and of sacred animals, such as 
the elephant and the nandi, or the hull sacred to Siva, we find 
the rocky walls of these subterraneous temples adorned with an 
almost incalculable number of carved Hgiires, representing various 
scenes from the Indian mythology. These figures jut so pro- 
minently from the rock, that it would almost seem as if their 
backs alone joined the wall. The multitude of figures is ex- 
ceedingly great, and in the ruins near Bamyan, the number is 
computed at twelve thousand ; though this calculation may not 
perhaps be very accurate, for the thick forests which surround 
these now desolate ruins are often the repair of tigers and ser- 
pents, and thus ail approach to them is attended with danger. 
Besides, in the ruins of Bamyan many of the figures, and even 
some of the colossal idols, have been destroyed by the Maho- 
metans, for whenever their armies chance to pass by these ruins, 
they never fail to point their cannon against the images of 
those fabulous divinities, which all Mahometans hold in so much 
abhorrence. 

As to architecture, the perfection which this art attained 
among the Indians is evident from the beautiful workmanship 
and varied decoration of their columns, whole rows of which, 
like a forest of pillars, support the massy roof of upper rock. 
Notwithstanding the essential difference which must exist in 
the architecture of temples hewn out of rocks, or constructed 
in the cavities of rocks, we shall find that the prevailing ten- 
dency in Indian ai'chitecture is towards the pyramidal form. 
On the other hand, it is observed that the art of vaulting ap- 
pears to have been less knowm, or, at least, not to have attained 
great perfection, or been in frequent use. W e find, too, among 
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these moriumeats, vast walls constructed out of immense blocks 
of stone, and rudely cut fragments of rock, not unlike the old 
Cyclopean structures. The amateurs of such subjects have 
acquired a more accurate knowledge of them by the splendid 
illustrations which the English have published ; for a mere 
verbal description can with difficulty convey a just notion of 
the nature and peculiar character of this architecture. Of the 
political history of India little can be said, for the Indians 
scarcely j)ossess any regular history — any works to which we 
should give the denomination of historical; for their history is 
interwoven and almost confounded with mythology, and is to 
be found only in the old mythological works, especially in their 
two great national and epic poems, the Eamayan and the 
Mahabarat, and in the eighteen Puranas (the most select and 
classical of tlie popular and mythological legends of India), and, 
perhaps, in the traditionary history of particular dynasties and 
provinces ; and even the works we have mentioned are not 
merely of a my tho- historical, but in a great measure of a theo- 
logical and philosophical purport. The more modern history 
of Hindostan, from the first Mahometan conquest at the com- 
mencement of the eleventh century of our era, can, indeed, be 
traced with pretty tolerable certainty; but as this portion of Indian 
history is unconnected with, and incapable of illustrating the 
true state and progress of the intellectual refinement of the 
Hindoos, it is of no importance to our immediate object. The 
more ancient history of that country, particularly in the earlier 
period, is most fabulous, or, to characterise it by a softer, and 
at the same time, more correct name, a history purely mythic 
and traditionary ; and it would he no easy task to divest the 
real and authentic history of ancient India of the garb of my- 
thology and poetical tradition ; a task which, at least, has not 
yet been executed with adequate critical acumen. 

Chronology, too, shares the same fate with the sister science 
of history, for in the early period it is fabulous, and in the 
more modern, it is often not sufficiently precise and accurate. 
The number of years assigned to the fii'st three epochs of the 
world must be considered as possessing an astronomical import, 
rather than as furnishing any criterion for an historical use. 
It is only the fourth and last period of the world — the age of 
progressive misery and all-prevailing woe, which the Indians 
term Caliyug, that we can in any way consider an historical 
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epocli; and this, the duration of which is computed at foui 
thousand years, began about a thousand years before the Chris- 
tian era. Of the progress and term of this period of the world, 
considered in reference to the history of mankind, the Indians 
entertain a very simple notion. They believe that the condi- 
tion of manldnd will become, at first, much worse, but will be 
afterwards ameliorated. The regular historical epoch, when 
the chronology of India begins to acquire greater certainty, 
and from which, indeed, it is ordinarily computed, is the age of 
King Vikramaditya, who reigned in the more civilised part of 
India, somewhat earlier than the Emperor Augustus in the 
west, perhaps about sixty years before our era. It was at the 
court of this monarch that flourished nine of the most 
celebrated sages and poets of the second era of Indian 
literature ; and among these was Calidas, the author of 
the beautiful dramatic poem of Sacontala,” so generally 
known by the English and German translations. It was in the 
age of Vikramaditya that the later poetry and literature of 
1 ndia, of which Calidas was so bright an ornament reached its 
full bloom. The elder Indian poetry, particularly the two great 
epic poems above mentioned, entirely belong to the early and 
more fabulous ages of the world ; so far at least as the poets 
themselves are assigned to those ages, and figure in some degree 
as fabulous personages. We may, however, observe, that in the 
style of poetry, in art, and even, in the language itself, there 
reigns a very great difference between these primitive heroic 
poems, and the works of Calidas and other con tern] jorary poets 
— the difference is at least as great as that which exists between 
Homer and Theocritus, or the other hucolick poets of Greece. 
The oldest of the two epic poems of the Indians, the Ramayana 
by the poet Talmiki, celebrates Earna, his love tor a royal 
princess, the beautiful Sita, and his conquest of Lanka, or the 
modern isle of Ceylon. Although in the old historical Sagas of 
the Indians, we find mention made of far-ruling monarchs and all- 
conquering heroes ; still these traditions seem toslunv, as in the 
instance first cited, that in the oldest, as in the latest times prior 
to foreign conquest, India was not united in one great monarchy, 
but was generally parcelled out into a variety of .states; and 
this fact serves to prove that such has ever been in general the 
political condition of that country. The whole body of ancient 
Indian traditions and mytholo^cal history is to be found ha the 
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otlier great epic of the Indians, the Maha-Barata, whose author, 
or at least compiler, was Vyasa, the founder of the Vedanta 
philosophy, the most esteemed, and most prevalent of all 
the philosophical systems of the liindoos. This leads us to 
observe a second remarkable, and singularly characteristic, fea- 
ture in Indian intellect and Indian literature, so widely 
remote from the relation between poetry and philosophy among 
other nations, purticularly the Greeks. This is the close con- 
nexion and almost entire fusion of poetry and philosophy among 
this people. Many of their more ancient philosophical works 
were composed in metre, though they possess productions of a 
later period, which display the highest logical subtilty and analysis. 
Their great old poems, whatever may be the beauty of the lan- 
guage, and the captivating interest of the narrative, are gene- 
rally imbued with, and pervaded by, the most profound philo- 
sophy ; and among this people, even the histoiy of metaphysics 
ascends as far back as the mythic ages. This, at least, holds 
good of the authors, to whom the invention of the leading phi- 
losophical systems has been ascribed ; although the subsequent 
commentaries belong to a much later and more historical period. 
Thus the Mahabarata contains as an episode a didactic poem, 
or philosophical dialogue between the fabulous personages and 
heroes of the epic, known in Europe by the name of the Bhaga- 
vatgita, and which has recently been ably edited and expounded 
in Germany, by Augustus William Von Schlegel, and 
William Von Humboldt. The leading principles of the Ve- 
danta philosophy are copiously set forth in this poem, w’hieh 
may be regarded as a manual of Indian mysticism ; for such is 
the ultimate object of all Indian philosophy ; and of this peculiar 
propensity of the Hindoo mind we have already cited some re- 
markable traits. For the accomplishment of our more imme- 
diate object, and in order rightly to understand the true place 
which the intellectual culture of India occupies in primitive his- 
tory, a general knowledge of Indian philosophy is far more im- 
portant and necessary, than any minute analysis and criticism on 
the manifold beauties of the veryjich poetry of that country ; 
and this philosophy we shall now endeavour to cliaracterise ac- 
cording to its vanous systems, and in its main and essential 
features. 

END, OF X3ECTEFEE V. ■ . 
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LECTURE VI. 

Of the Hindoo Philosophy— Dissertation on Languages — Of the peculiar 
political Constitution and Theocratic Government of the Hebrews — 
Of the Mosaic Genealogy of Nations, 

The Indian pMlosopliy, from the place it holds in the primitive 
intellectual history of Asia, and from the insight it gives us into 
tlie character and peculiar tendency of the human mind in that 
early period, possesses a high, almost higher, interest .than 
that offered by the beautiful and captivating poetry of this 
ancient people. However, even the poetry of the Indians con- 
tains much that refers to, or bears the stamp of, that peculiar 
mystical philosophy which we have more than once spoken of. 
We shall give a more correct and comprehensive idea of the 
Indian philosophy, if we observe, beforehand, that the six In- 
dian systems which are the most prevalent and the most cele- 
brated, and which, though in many points differing from the 
Vedas, are not to be regarded as entirely reprehensible or 
heterodox, — the six Indian systems, we say, must he classed in 
couples, and that the first of each pair treats of the beginning 
of the subject discussed in the second, and the second contains 
the development and extension of the principles laid dovra in 
the first, or applies those principles to another and higher 
object of inquiry. In the whole Indian philosophy there are, 
in fact, only three different modes of thought, or three systems 
absolutely divergent, and we shall give a sufficiently clear idea 
of these systems, if we say that the first is founded on nature, — 
the second on thought, or on the thinking self; and the third 
attaches itself exclusively to the revelation comprised in the 
Vedas. The first system, wliieh seems to be one of the most 
ancient, hears the name of the Sanchyd philosophy — a name 
which signifies ‘Hhe philosophy of numbers. This is not to 
he understood in the Pythagorean sense, that numbers are the 
principle of all things, or according to the very similar prin' 


lltSTOEr. 


isa 

triple laid dowii in tlie Chinese books of I — King, wliere we find 
the eight koua, or the symbolic primary lines of ail existence^ 
But the Sanchyd system bears this name because it reckons 
successively the first principles of all things and of all being to 
the number of four or five-and-twenty. Among these first 
principles, it assigns the highest place to Nature— -the second 
to understanding, and by this is meant not merely human un- 
derstanding, but general and even Infinite Intelligence ; so 
that we may consider this system as a very partial philosophy 
of Nature; and indeed it has been regarded by some Indian 
writers as atheistical — a censure in wliieh the learned English- 
man, Mr. Colebrooke, (to whose extracts and notices we are in- 
debted for our most precise information on this whole branch 
of Indian literature)^ seems almost inclined to concur. This 
system was, however, by no means a coarse materialism, or a 
denial of the Divinity and of every thing sacred. The doubts 
expressed in the passages cited by Mr. Colebrooke are directed 
far more against the Creation than against God ; they regard 
the motive which could have induced the Supreme Being, the 
Spirit of Infinite Peifection, to create the external world, and 
the possibility of such a creation. 

The Sanchya philosophy would be more properly designated 
incur modern plulosophic phraseology as a system of complete 
dualism, where two substances are represented as co-existent — 
on one hand, a self-existent energy of Nature, which emanated, 
or eternally emanates, from itself; and on the other hand, 
eternal truth, or the Supreme and Infinite Mind. 

The Indian philosophers in general were so inclined to 
regard the whole outward world of sense as the product of illu- 
sion, as a vain and idle apparition, that we can well imagine they 
were unable to reconcile the creation of such a world (which 
appeared to them a world of darkness, or perhaps, on a some- 
what higher scale, as an intermediate state of illusion) with their 
mystical notion of the infinite perfection of the Supreme Being 
and Eternal Spirit For even in ethics, they were wont to 
place the idea of Supreme Perfection in a state of absolute 

* The valuable articles by this great Sanscrit scholar on Hindoo 
philosophy have excited a greater sensation in IVance and Germany, 
than in his own country. It would be well if the Asiatic Society were 
to publish those articles in a separate form.— 
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repose, but not (at least to an equal degree) in tlie state o£ 
active energy or exertion. Great as the error of such a system 
of dualism may be— there is yet a mighty difference between 
a philosophy which denies, or at least misconcjeives, the crea- 
tion, and one which denies the existence of the Deity ; for such 
atheism never occurred to the minds of those philosophers. 
The doctrine of a primary self-existing energy in nature, or of 
the eternity of the universe, may, in a practical point oKdew, 
appear as gross an error ; but in philosophy we must make ac- 
curate distinctions, and forbear to place this ancient dualism on 
the same level with that coarse materialism — that destructive 
and atheistic atomical philosophy, or any other doctrines pro^ 
fessed by the later sects of a dialectic rationalism. 

Valuable, undoubtedly, as are such extracts and communica- 
tions from the originals in a branch of human science still so 
little known, yet they will not alone suffice, and, without a cer- 
tain philosophic flexibility of talent in the inquirer, they will 
fail to afford him a proper insight into the true nature, the 
real spirit and tendency of those ancient systems of philosophy. 
That the Indian philosophy, even when it has started from the 
most opposite principles, and when its circuitous or devious 
course has branched more or less widely from the common 
path is sure to wind round, and fall into the one general track 
— the uniform term of all Indian philosophy — is well exempli- 
fied by the second part of the Sanchyd system (called the Yoga 
philosophy), where we find a totally different principle pro- 
claimed ; and while it utterly abandons the primary doctrine 
of a self-existent principle in nature laid down in the first part 
of the philosophy, it unfolds those maxims of Indian mysticism 
which recur in every department of Hindoo literature. That 
total absorption in the one thought of the Deity, that entire 
abstraction from all the impressions and notions of sense — 
that suspension of all outward, and in part even of inward, 
life effected by the energy of a will tenaciously fixed and en- 
tirely concentrated on a single point — and by which, according 
to the belief of the Indians, miraculous power and super- 
natural knowledge are attained— are held up in the second part 
of the Sanchyd system as the highest term of all mental exer- 
tion. The word Yoga signifies the complete union of all our 
thoughts and faculties with God — by which alone the soul can 
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be freed — that is, delivered from tbe unhappy lot of transmi- 
gration ; and this, and this only, forms the object of all Indian 
philosophy. 

The Indian name of Yogi is derived from the same word, 
which designates this philosophy. The Indian Yogi is a hermit 
or penitent, who, absorbed in this mystic contemplation, remains 
often for years fixed immoveably to a single spot. In order to 
give a lively representation of a phenomenon so strange to us, 
which appears totally incredible and almost impossible, al- 
though it has been repeatedly attested by eye-witnesses, and is 
a well-ascertained historical fact; I will extract from the 
drama of Sacontal^, by the poet Calidas, a description of a 
Yogi, remarkable for its vivid accuracy, or, to use the expres- 
sion of the German commentator/ its fearful beauty. King 
Dush manta inquires of Indra’s charioteer the sacred abode of 
him whom he seeks ; and to this the charioteer replies A 
little beyond the grove, where you see a pious Yogi, motionless 
as a pollard, holding his thick bushy hair and fixing his eyes on 
the solar orb. Mark : — his body is half covered with a white 
ant’s edifice made of raised clay ; the skin of a snake supplies 
the place of his sacerdotal thread, and part of it girds his 
loins ; a number of knotty plants encircle and wound his neck ; 
and surrounding birds’ nests almost conceal his shoulders.’’ 
We must not take this for the invention of fancy, or the ex- 
aggeration of a poet ; the accuracy of this description is con- 
firmed by the testimony of innumerable eye-witnesses, who 
recount the same fact, and in precisely similar colours. During 
that period of wonderful phenomena and supernatural powers 
— the first three centunes of the Christian church-~we meet 
with only one Simon Stylites, or column-stander ; and his con- 
duct is by no means held up by Christian writers as a model of 
imitation, but is regarded, at best, as an extraordinary excep- 
tion permitted on certain special grounds. In the Indian 
forests and deserts, and in the neighbourhood of those holy 
places of pilgrimage mentioned above, there are many hundreds 
of these hermits — these strange human phenomena of the 
highest iutellectual abstraction or delusion. Even the Greeks 
were acquainted with them, and, among so many other won- 

^ We have transcribed Sir William Joneses own words, as gi'ien in 
his translation of Sacontala. — Trans, 
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ders, make mention of them in their description of India 'madei' 
the name of the Gymnosophists. Formerly such accounts 
would have been regarded as incredible and as exceeding the 
bounds of possibility ; but such conjectures can be of no avail 
against historical facts repeatedly attested and undeniably 
proved. Now that men are better acquainted with the won- 
derful flexibility of human organisation, and with those mar- 
vellous powers which slumber concealed within it, they are less 
disposed to form light and hasty decisions on phenomena of 
this description. The whole is indeed a magical intellectual 
self-exaltation, accomplished by the energy of the will concen- 
trated on a single point ; and this concentration of the mind, 
when carried to this excess, may lead not merely to a figura- 
tive, but to a real intellectual self-anniliilation, and to the dis- 
oz'der of all thought, even of |:he brain. While on the one 
hand we must remain amazed at the strength of a will so tena- 
ciously and perseveringly fixed on an object purely spiritual, 
we must, on the other hand, be filled with profound regret at 
the sight of so much energy wasted for a purpose so erroneous, 
and in a manner so appalling. 

The second species of Indian philosophy, totally different 
from the other two kinds, and which proceeds not from Nature, 
but from the principle of thought and from the thinking self, 
is comprised in the Nyayl. system, whose founder was Gau- 
tama — a personage wnom several of the earlier investigators 
of Indian literature, particularly Dr. Taylor, in his Translation 
of the “ Prabodha Chandrodaya” (page 116) have con- 
founded with the founder of the Buddhist sect, as both hear 
the same name. But a closer inquiry has proved them to be 
distinct persons ; and Mr. Colehrooke himself finds greater 
points of coincidence or affinity between the Sancby^ philo- 
sophy and Buddhism, than between the latter and the Nyayl 
system. This Nyaya philosophy, proceeding from the act of 
thought, comprises in the doctrine of particulars, distinctions 
and subdivisions, the application of the thinking principle ; and 
this part of the system embraces all which among the Greeks 
went under the name of logic or dialectic ; and which with us 
is partly classed under the same head. Very many writings 
and commentaries have been devoted to the detailed treatment 
and exposition of these subjects, which the Indians seem to 
have discussed with almost the same diffuseness, or at least co 
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piousness, as the Greeks. Like the Indians, the learned En- 
glishman who has first unlocked to our view tliis department of 
Indian literature, has paid comparatively most attention to this 
second part of the Nyaya philosophy. But all this logical phi- 
losophy, though it may furnish one more proof (if such be ne- 
cessary) of the extreme richness, variety, and refinement of the 
intellectual culture of the Hindoos, yet possesses no immediate 
interest for the object we here propose to ourselves. Mr. Cole- 
jrooke remarks, however, that the fundamental tenets of this 
philosophy comprise, as indeed is evident, not merely a logic in 
the ordinary acceptation of the word, but the metaphysics of 
all logical science. On this part of the subject, I could have 
wished that in the authentic extracts he has given us from the 
Sanscrit originals, he had more distinctly educed the leading 
doctrines of the system, and thus furnished us with the adequate 
data for forming a judgment on the general character of this 
philosophy, as well as on its points of coincidence with other 
systems, and with the philosophy of the Buddhists. For 
although it appears to be well ascertained that the religion of 
Buddha sprang out of some perverted system of Hindoo philo- 
sophy j yet the points of transition to such a religious creed 
existing in the Indian systems of philosophy, have not yet been 
clearly pointed out. The Vedanta philosophy must here evi- 
dently be excepted ; for to this Buddhism is as much opposed 
as to the old Indian religion of the Vedas. Moreover that 
endless confusion and unintelligibleness of the Buddhist meta- 
physics, which we have before spoken of, may first be traced to 
the source of idealism ; though in the progress of that philo- 
sophy, many errors have been associated with it — errors even 
which, in its origin, were most widely removed from it; for 
every system of error asserts and even believes that it is perfectly 
consistent, though in none is such consistency found. 

The basis and prevailing tendency of the Nyayk system (to 
judge from the extracts with which we have been furnished) is 
most decidedly ideal. On the whole we can very well conceive 
that a system of philosophy beginning with the highest act of 
thought, or proceeding from the thinking self, should run into a 
course of the most decided and absolute idealism, and that the 
general inclination of the Indian philosophers to regard the 
whole external world of sense as vain illusion, and to represent 
individual personality as absorbed in the God-head by the most 
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intimate uniou, should have given birth to a complete system 
of self-delusion — a diabolic self-idolatry, very congenial with 
the principles of that most ancient of all anti-Ghristian sects — 
the Buddhists. 

The Indian authorities cited by Mr. Colebrooke, impute to the 
second part of the Nyay^ philosophy a strong leaning to the 
atomical system. We must here recollect that, as the Indian 
mind pursued the most various and opposite paths of inquiry 
even in philosophy, there were besides the six most prevalent 
philosophic systems, recognised as generally confoimiable to 
religion, several others in direct opposition to the established 
doctrines on the Deity and on religion. Among these the 
Charvac^ philosophy, w’-hich, according to Mr. Colebrooke, com- 
prises the metaphysics of the sect of Jains, deserves a passing 
notice. It is a system of complete materialism founded on the 
atomical doctrines, such as Epicurus taught, and which met 
with so much favour and adhesion in the declining ages of 
Greece and Rome doctrines which several modems have re- 
vived in latter times, hut which the profound investigations of 
natural philosophy, now so far advanced, will scarcely evei’ 
permit to take root again. 

The tliird species or branch of Indian philosophy, is that 
which is attached to the Vedas, and to the sacred revelation and 
traditions they contain. The first part of this philosophy, — 
the Mimansd, is, according to Mr. Colebrooke, more immediately 
devoted to the interpretation of the Vedas, and most probably 
contains the fundamental rules of interpretation, or the leading 
principles, whereby independent reason is made to harmonise 
with the word of revelation conveyed by sacred tradition. The 
second or finished part of the system is called the Vedanta 
philosophy. The last word in tliis term, “ Vedanta,” which is 
compounded of two roots, is equivalent to the German word 
ende (end), or still more to the Latin finis, and denotes the 
end or ultimate object of any effort ; and so the entire term 
Vedanta will signify a philosophy which reveals the true sense, 
t!ie internal spirit, and the proper object of the Vedas, and of 
the primitive revelation of Brahma comprised therein. This 
Vedanta philosophy is the one which now generally exerts the 
greatest influence on Indian literature and Indian life ; and it 
is very possible that some of the six recognised, or at least 
tolerated, systems of philosophy, may have been purposely 
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thrown into the background, or when they clashed too rudely 
with the principles of the prevailing system, have been softened 
down by their partisans, and have thus come down to us in that 
state. A wide field is here opened to the future research and 
critical inquiries of Indian scholars. 

This Vedanta philosophy is, in its general tendency, a com- 
plete system of Pantheism ; but not the rigid, mathenaatical, 
abstract, negative Pantheism of some modern thinkers ; for 
sucli a total denial of all Personality in God, and of all freedom 
in man, is incompatible with the attachment which the Vedanta 
philosophy professes for sacred tradition and ancient mythology ; 
and accordingly a modified, poetical, and half-mythological 
system of Pantheism may here naturally be expected, and 
actually exists. Even in the doctrine of the immortality of the 
soul and of the metempsychosis, the personal existence of the 
human soul, inculcated by the ancient faith, is not wholly denied 
or rejected by this more modem system of philosophy; though 
on th<.‘ whole it certainly is not exempt from the charge of 
Pantheism. But all the systems of Indian philosophy tend 
more or less to one practical aim — namely, the final deliverance 
and eternal emancipation of the soul from the old calaraiW — 
the dreaded fate — the frightful lot — of being compelled to 
wander through the dark regions of nature — through the 
various forms of the brute creation — and to change ever anew 
its terrestrial shape. The second point in which tlie different 
systems of Indian philosophy mostly agree is this, that the 
various sacrifices prescribed for this end in the Vedas are not 
free from blame or vice, partly on account of the effusion of 
blood necessarily connected with animal sacrifice and partly 
on account of the inadequacy of such sacrifices to the final 
deliverance of the soul ; usefiil and salutary though they be 
in other respects. 

The general and fundamental doctrine of the metempsychosis 
has rendered the destruction of animals extremely repulsive to 
Indian feelings, from the strong apprehension that a case may 
occur where, unconsciously and innooently, one may violate or 
injure the soul of some former relative in Us present integu- 
ment. But even the Vedas themselves incubate the neces- 
sity of that sublime science which rises above nature, for tlie 
attainment of the full and final deliverance of the soul ; as is 
expressed in an old remarkable passage of the Vedas, thus 
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literally translated by Mr. Colebrooke.* Mau must recegnise 
the soiil— man rnnst separate it from nature— then it comes 
not again — then it comes not again.” These last words signify, 
then the soul is delivered from the danger of a return to earth 
—from the misfortune of transmigration, and it remains for 
ever united to God ; an union which can be obtained only by 
that pure separation from nature, which is that sublimest science, 
invoked in the first words of this passage. 

Animal sacrifices for the souls of the departed, particularly 
for those of deceased parents, which were regarded as the most 
sacred duty of the son and of the posterity, were among those 
religious usages which occupied an important place in the 
patriarchal ages, and were most deeply interwoven with the 
whole arrangement of life in that primitive period, as is evident 
from all those Indian rites, and the system of doctrines akin to 
them. These sacrifices are certainly of very ancient origin, 
and may well have been derived from the mourning father of 
mankind, and the first pair of hostile brothers. To these may 
afterwards have been added all that multitude of religious rites, 
and doctrines, or marvellous theories respecting the immortal 
soul and its ulterior destinies. Hence the indispensable obliga- 
tion of marriage for the Brahmins, in order to insure the 
blessing of legitimate offspring, regarded as one of the highest 
objects of existence in the patriarchal ages, for the prayers of 
the son only could obtain the deliverance, and secure the 
repose of a departed parentV soul, and this was one of his 
most sacred duties. The high reverence for women, among 
the Indians, rests on the same religious notion ; as is expressed 
by the old poet in these lines ' 

“ Woman is man’s better half, 

Woman is man’s bosom friend, 

Woman is redemption’s source, 

From woman springs the liberator.” 

This last line signifies, what we mentioned above, that the 
son is tlie liberator appointed by God, to deliver by prayer the 
soul of his deceased father. The poet then continues ; — 
“Women are the friends of the solitary — they solace him with 
their sweet converse ; like to a father, in discharge of duty, 
consoling as a mother in misfortune.” 

* See Colebrooke’s articles on the Vedas in the 8th volume of Asiatic 
Researches. 
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We slioiikl scarcely conceive it possible (and it certainly tends 
to prove the original, power, copiousness, and flexibility of tbe 
buinau mind,) that, by tine side of a false mysticism totally 
sunk and lost in tbe abyss of the eternally incomprehensible and 
unfatboioable, like tbe Indian philosophy, a rich, various, beau- 
tiful, and highly wrought poetry should have existed. I'he epic 
narrative of the old Indian poems bears a great resemblance to 
the Homeric poetry, in its inexhaustible copiousness, in tbe 
touching simplicity of its antique forms, in justness of feeling, 
and accuracy of delineation. Yet in its subjects, and in the 
prevailing tone of its mythological fictions, this Indian epic 
poetry is characterised by a style of fancy incomparably more 
gigantic, such as occasionally prevails in the mythology of 
Hesiod — in the accounts of the old Titanic wars — or in the 
fabulous world of JEschyliis, and of the Doric Pindar. In the 
tenderness of amatory feeling, in the description of female 
beauty, of tbe character and domestic relations of woman, the 
Indian poetry may be compared to the purest and noblest 
elusions of Christian poesy; though, on the whole, from the 
thoroughly mythical nature of its subjects, and from the rhyth- 
mical forms of its speech, it bears a greater resemblance to that 
of the ancients. Among the later poets, Calidas, who is the 
most renowned and esteemed in the dramatic poetry of tbe 
Indians, might he called, by way of comparison, an idyllic and 
sentimental Sophocles. The poetry of the Indians is not a 
little indebted to the genius of their beautiful language, which 
hears indubitable traces of the same generous and lofty poetical 
spirit; and it may be therefore necessary, in this general sketch 
of the primitive state of the human mind, to make a few obser- 
vations on this very remarkable language. 

In its grammatical structure the language of India is abso- 
lutely similar to the Greek and Latin, even to the minutest 
particulars. But the grammatical forms of the Sanscrit are 
far richer and more varied than those of the Latin tongue, and 
more regular and systematic than those of the Greek. In its 
roots and words the Sanscrit has a very strong and remarkable 
afEuity to the Persian and Germanic race of languages; an 
affinity which furnishes interesting disclosures, or gives occasion 
at least for instructive comparisons, on the progress of ideas 
among those ancient nations, and, as one and the same word k 
sometimes extended, sometimes contracted in its iheaning or 



192 


PHILOSOPHY OF 


applied fco kindred objects — reveals the first natural impressionsj 
or primary notions of life in those early ages. To prove more 
clearly, by one or two examples, tlxis affinity between the. 
languages of nations so widely removed from one another, and 
almost separated by the distance of two quarters of the globe, 
and to show the important data which the discovery of such 
facts furnishes to history, I will mention, as a striking instance, 
that the German word mmsch (man) perfectly agrees in root 
and signification with the Indian word manus€hif% with this 
only difference, that in the Sanscrit the latter word has a regular 
root, and is derived from the word manUi which means spirit. 
Thus the word menseh (man) in its primitive root signifies a 
being endowed with spirit hy way of pre-eminence above all 
earthly creatures. It is evident, too, from this, that the Latin 
word mens (mind) is of a cognate kind, and belongs to the same 
family of words; for, in these philological comparisons, the 
members of one radical word, scattered through different 
languages, serve when combined to illustrate each other. To 
cite an instance of a remarkable extension and contraction of 
meaning in one and the same word, we may remark that the 
same word which, in the German loch^ signifies the space of a 
narrow aperture, and in the Latin loct/s^ comprehends the ge- 
neral notion of space, as well as of a particular place, means the 
universe in the Sanscrit lokas. Thus the Sanscrit word 
trailokas, or trailokyan^ signifies the three worlds or the triple 
world — the world of truth or eternal being, the world of illusion 
or vain appearance, and the world of darkness;— a division 
which constitutes one of the main points in the Indian philo- 
sophy, and is expressed by the two Sanscrit words trai and 
lokas^ which are at the same time also Latin and German. I 
will adduce but one more example. As mostly the ancient 
nations of Asia, and likewise of Europe, were led by a certain 
natural feeling and a not erroneous instinct, (totally independent 
of the nomenclature and classifications of our natural history,) 
to regard the hull, the most useful and important of all the 
animals which man has domesticated, as the representative 
of earthly fertility, and (as it were) the primary animal of the 
earth, and afterwards made tliat animal tlie emblem of all 
earthly existence and earthly energy: so it is extraordinary to 
see, (as Augustus William Schlegel has shown by an interesting 
comparison of the words which designate either of these objects 
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io vanoiis laiiguag-es of a kindred stem), it is extraordinary to 
see what mutual light and iilustration they reflect ra each 
other. The ludiaiL and Persian word, with which the 
the (ierniaii huh^ (cow) perfectly coincides, quite agrees with 
the (Ireelv word for earth, in the old Doric form of yaz the 
Latin bos (ox) in its inflection hovis or belongs to a whole 
family of JSaiiscrit words, such as bhu^ bhuva^ bhumi, which 
signify the earth or eartlily, or whatever is remotely connected 
therewith. So, originally, in this language one and the same 
word served to denote the earth and the bull. Comparisons of 
this sort, when not strained by etymological subtiHty, but 
founded on matter of fact and clear self-evident deductions, 
may offer much curious illustration of the state of opinion, and 
the nature and connexion of ideas in the primitive and mythic 
ages, or may serve, at least, to give us a clearer and more lively 
insight into tlie secret operations of the human mind, and into 
the modes of thinking prevalent among ancient nations. And, 
besides the few instances here cited, we might adduce many 
hundred examples of a similar kind. 

As language in itself forms one of the corner-stones of man's his- 
tory (and tliatnot the least important), as the different tongues 
spread in such amazing variety over the inhabited globe, are 
essentially conuected with universal history, and the his- 
tory of particular races ; it is necessary to say a few wmrds on 
this subject, not that we would plunge deeper than is 
here expedient, into the vast and immense labyrinth of lan- 
guages ; but in order to show the point of view whence the 
philosophic historian should take his survey, if he would gain a 
clear and comprehensive notion of this otherwise immeasurable 
chaos. Perhaps the shortest way for this would be to figure 
to oneself all the different dialects and inodes of speech diffused 
over the habitable globe, under the general image of a pyramid 
of languages of three degrees, separated one from the other 
by a very simple principle of divisiop. The broad basis of tliis 
pyramid would be formed by those languages whose roots 
and primitive words are mostly monosyllabic, and %vhieh either 
are entir^^iy without a grammar, like the Chinese language, 
or at best display only the rude lineaments of a very simple 
and imperfect grammatical structure. The languages belong* 
mg to this class, are by far the most oonsideraMe in number, 
and the most widely spread over the four quarters of the globe* 
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and if, in a general pHlological investigation, we would wisli 
to reduce these to any species of classification, we must 
adopt a geographical mode of arrangement, and designate 
them, for example, as the languages of Northern and Eastern 
Asia, of America, and of Africa. The Chinese must he con- 
sidered as the most important and remarkable language of 
this class, precisely because it best answers to the character of 
a monosyllabic speech totally destitute of grammar, and has 
attained to as high a degree of refinement and perfection as 
languages of this kind are susceptible of. This is the stage of 
infancy in language, as children’s first attempts at speech 
almost always iiiclme to monosyllables — it is the cry of na- 
ture which breaks out in these simple sounds, or the infantine 
imitation of some natural sound. This primitive character is 
still to be clearly traced in the Chinese ; although a very 
artificial mode of writing , and the high degree of refinement 
to which science has been carried, have given a mighty ex- 
tension, and a quite conventional character, to this infant 
language. For any parallels or analogies which may he 
drawn between the periods of natural life and the epochs of 
intellectual culture must never be understood in an exact and 
hteral sense. 

The next degree in this pyramid of speech is occupied by 
the noble languages of the second class, and this race of lan- 
guages, wliich are connected with each other by strong and 
manifold ties of affinity, are the indo-Persic,'the Graeco-Latin, 
and the Gothico-Teutonie.^ Here the roots are, for the most 
part at least, dyssyllabie ; and these roots, which are by this 
means internally flexible, and become as it were, living and 
productive, aiford room and occasion for a more varied gram- 
matical structure. The distinguishing character of these lan- 
guages is a vei*y artificial grammar, which enters so com- 
pletely into the primary formation of these languages, that the 
nearer we approach their ^original, the more regular and sys- 
tematic do we find their structure. In their progress these 
languages are characterised by a poetical fulness and variety 
in the forms of narration, and even by a rigid precision in 
scientific discussions. 

* These are usually termed the Indo-Germanic race of languages — 
Tram, 
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The third and last clwfs are the Semitic languages, as they 
are styled— -the Hebrew and the Arabic, which, together with 
their kin(hed dialects, form the summit or a.pex of this pyra- 
mid. In these languages the ruling principle is that all the 
roots must be tri-syllabic, for each of the three letters, of which 
the root is regularly composed, counts for a sj^llable, and is 
ai'ticulated as such. Whatever exceptions from this rule 
exist, must he treated as exceptions only. It cannot well he 
doubted that this principle of tii-syllabic roots is purposely 
wrought into the whole internal structure of these languages, 
and perhaps not without some deep significancy — some presen- 
tient feeling implied by that triplicity of roots.^ In these 
languages the verb is the first principle of derivation— the 
root from which every thing is deduced; and hence a cer- 
tain rapidity, fire, and vivacity in the expression. But with 
such formal regularity the rich, full, elaborate grammatical 
forms and structure which distinguish the languages of the 
Indo-Greeli race, are not at all compatible ; these tri-syllabic 
tongues have a certain tendency to monotony, and do not cer- 
tainly possess that poetical variety, and that flexible adaptation 
to scientific purposes, which characterise the second class of 
languages. The general characteristic of the Semitic tongues 
is their peculiar fitness for prophetic inspiration and for pro- 
found symbolical import — this is their special character. We 
speak here of the language itself, and of its internal structure, 
and not of the spirit which may direct it ; and 1 shall only add 
that the character we have here assigned to the Semitic lan- 
guages is, according to the declaration of many of the most 
competent judges, more uniformly perceptible in the Arabic 
than in the Hebrew, although the former has received a totally 
different application, and has undergone a very diversified cul- 
ture. Thus the Hebrew tongue was eminently adapted to the 
high spiritual destination of the Hebrew people, and was a fit 
organ of the prophetic revelation and promises imparted to that 
nation; and, even in tliis respect, this Semitic language is 
worthy of being considered the summit of the pyramid of 
human speech. But it never can he regarded as the basis of 
that pyramid, nor the root whence dl other tongues have 

Scblegel here supposes that the triplicity of roots in the Semitic 
languages contains a mystic allusion to the Tri-une Godhead, the root 
and principle of all existence, 
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Sprung, as many scholars in former times conceived—an 
opinioir wliicli would s tacitly to imply that ^Ulam could 
ha '/e spoken no other language in Paradise but the Hebrew. 
But this language of the first man created by God —this lan- 
guage which God himself had taught him— this word of nature 
which the Deity imparted to man, together with the dominion 
over all other creatures, and over the whole visible world, may 
have been neither the Hebrew nor the Indian, nor any of the 
other known or existing languages of the earth. F^ossihly it 
was not a speech which we could learn or understand, or which, 
according to the present scheme of language, we can even con- 
ceive or imagine In the same way no one is capable of prov- 
ing or discovering the geographical site of the one lost source 
in Paradise, whence those four rivers took their rise, which are 
in part to be still traced on the earth. As to the Hebrew lan- 
guage, I think that a deeper inquiry would show that it is not 
so far removed from the Indo-Greek family; and that it is even 
partially related to it, although this affinity may be at first 
very much concealed by the great difference of structure, and 
by the total diversity of grammatical forms. In general, we 
must not endeavour to enforce, with too rigid uniformity and too 
systematic precision, the division of languages here marked out. 
It suffices to adhere to one general point of survey ; but in ether 
respects so luxuriant, so various, so irregular, has been the 
growth of the human mind in the region of languages, that it 
may he compared to the expansive life of free, uncultivated nature, 
to the wild variety of the tliick -grown forest, or of the flowery 
meadow. 

To the second order of languages of the Indo-Greek race, 
prohahhj belongs the great Sclavonian family of languages, 
which, after the others, would form the fourth member in this 
class ; hut a definite and decisive judgment on this matter, I 
must leave to those philologists who are perfectly conversant 
with this branch of human speech. Between the second and 
third class of languages, there are a multitude of intermediate 
tongues which have sprung up out of that intermixture of races 
and nations, occurring at all periods of history, and necessarily 
affecting, more or less, language itself. I allude particularly tu 
such languages as are not perfectly monosyllabic, and which 
have, nevertheless, a very simple and imperfect, or even a very 
irregular, strange, and awkward grammatical structure. Such, 
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for instance, are some of the American lan.j?uages, which, in this 
respect at least, cannot be ranked in the third class, while they 
do not hear a closer, or at all close, affinity to those of the se- 
cond. Most of the frag’ments of the earlier languages of Europe, 
which are still extant, belong to this mterinediate class of 
tongues partaking of both those species, or at least holding a 
middle place between them. Such are the Celtic or Gaelic lan- 
guages, the Finnish and other ancient remnants of language, 
which must not escape the study of the philologist, whose judg- 
ment is too frequently waiq:)eci by some patriotic partiality or 
some learned predilection. 

The noble languages of the second class have, from a remote 
antiquity, become indigenous to Europe, and arc there now ge- 
nerally prevalent. The other fragments of speech which aie 
to be found on our continent by the side of these, either 
hear to them a remote affinity like the various Celtic or G<elic 
dialects, or lead the inquirer to the great Asiatic, perhaps even 
to the African, family of tongues; for we could hardly expect 
to find a native race of languages peculiar to tliis small quarter 
of the globe, which lioids the lowest place in point of historical 
antiquity. From the historical connexion between the north 
of ikfrica and the southern coasts of western Europe, espe- 
cially the Hesperian Peninsula (a connexion which has subsisted 
from the remotest ages, and has been renewed so frequently, 
and in such various forms), one might be induced to suppose 
that the existence of this intercourse would have been attested 
by an affinity between the languages of the two countries. 
But the ablest scholars and critics cannot trace in the Basque 
tongue any affinity with the primitive African family, though 
they can discover in it an analogy with the Scythian race of 
Finnish languages. IheMagiar language, at the other eastern 
extremity of Europe*, is most decidedly an Asiatic tongue, be- 
longing to that class which prevails in the central regions of 
Asia; but in its grammatical structure it hears some ana- 
logy to the languages of the second class. If, in conclusion, I 
might be allowed to hazard a conjecture, 1 should say that no- 
thing would more materially contribute to a comprehensive 
knowledge of the whole system of human language, as well as 
to a deeper insight into its internal principles and structure, 
than the success of the now insing school of EgyjUiaii philolo- 
gists, who, in deciphering the hieroglyphics by the aid of the 
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Coptic, endeavour to give us a more accurate knowledge, or at 
least a more minute conception, of the old Egyptian tongue. 
And if we would venture the attempt of approximating nearer 
to the primitive speech (the lost or extinct source of all lan- 
guages), we must start from four different quarters, and thread 
our way, not only through the Sanscrit and Hebrew languages, 
but through the px'imitive Chinese and the old Egyptian, as 
far as we can trace the latter. 

Bow extremely alike ancient Egypt and India were to each 
other, not only in their political institutions, but in their system 
of idolatry, in their fundamental doctrines of belief, and in 
their general views of life, we have had ample opportunity of 
satisfying ourselves in the present age, when both these coun- 
tries have been more accurately surveyed, and more closely in- 
vestigated. In a remarkable expedition which occurred in our 
own times, this strong religious sympathy was strikingly dis- 
played in a spontaneous and instantaneous burst of feeling. 
When, in the course of the French war in Egypt, an Indian 
army in British pay there landed, and, ascending up the 
country, came before the old monuments of Upper Egypt, the 
soldiers prostrated themselves on the earth, believing they had 
once more found the Deities of their native land. Great, how- 
ever, as the resemblance between the two nations may be, they 
are still characterised by perceptible differences. On the one 
hand the Egyptian mind, so far as it has been delineated by 
the Greeks, appears to have been more deeply conversant and 
initiated in natural science : and on the other hand, the 
Egyptian idolatry was of a more decided cast, and was even 
more material in its fundamental errors than the Indian. 
The worship of animals, especially, was far more general, 
and was not confined to the god Apis, who may be compared 
to the Nandi, the bull sacred to Siva, but branched out into a 
variety of other forms. In the progress of idolatry it needs 
came to pass that what was originally revered only as the sym- 
bol of a higher principle was gradually confounded or identified 
with that object, and worshipped, till this error in worship led 
to a more degraded form of idolatry ; for it should be remem- 
bered that as error is not merely the absence of truth, but a 
false and counterfeit imitation of the truth, it has, like the latter, 
a principle of permanent growth and internal development. 
Several writers,who, in a general review of all heathen religions, 
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have attempted to elassify them after the maimer of Baturalists, 
assign the lowest place to the Fetish worship (so called), which 
they rank immediately below the worship of animals. They make 
the essence of the Fetish worship to consist in the divine adora- 
tion of a lifeless corporeal object ; while they place on higher de- 
grees, in this scale of pagan error, the sensual nature-worship 
— the apotheosis of particular men — and the adoration of the 
elements, the stars, and the different powers of nature. How- 
ever just and correct this view of the subject may otherwise be, 
it should be remembered that the question agitated is not only 
what were the objects of divine worship, but what were the 
views, intentions, and doctrines connected with that worship. 
For it is in these moral views we must look, either for the half- 
effaced vestige of ancient truth, or for the full enormity- — the 
profound abyss of error. When we come to examine more 
closely the accounts of that Fetish worship (so called) which is 
most widely diffused through the interior of Africa, and prevails 
among some American tribes, and nations of the north-east of 
Asia; it is easy to perceive, that magical rites are connected 
with it, and that all these corporeal objects are but magical in- 
struments and conductors of magical power ; and that the reli- 
gion of these nations, sunk undoubtedly to the lowest grade 
of idolatry, comprises nothing beyond the rude beginnings 
of a pagan magic, such as, in all probability, was practised by the 
Cainites, according to historical indications mentioned in an 
earlier part of this work. That the Egyptian mind had a cer- 
tain leaning towards magic, though towards a magic of a very 
different, moie comprehensive, and even more profound and 
scientific nature, cannot be called in question ; for all the 
Hebrew, Greek, and native vouchers and authorities are una- 
nimous in the assertion. 

But if the different religions of paganism must be classed 
according to their outward rites and outward objects of wor- 
ship^ the diversity of sacrifices would constitute a far better and 
more important standard of classification. We are taught that 
a difference in the mode of sacrifice was the principal cause of 
the dispute between the first two hostile brothers among men. 
Although, if we were to judge from first impressions, and ac- 
cording to human feelings, no sacrifice is so filial, so simple, so 
appropriate, as that of the first fruits of the earth in returning 
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Spring (suclij for instance, as tlie flower-offering of tlie pious 
Bralinains, or a similar oblation of thanksgiving among the 
ancient Persians and other nations) ; still, on account of their 
deeper import and typical character, the pre-eminence has ever 
been allotted to animal-sacrifices ; and these among the most 
civilised nations of pagan antiquity have ever held the foremost 
place. Of this kind is the great sacrifice of the horse'^ in 
India, where, in ancient times, the bull was offered in sacrifice, 
till the destruction of the latter animal was severely prohibited, 
and came to be considered as a grievous crime. But there was 
ever a symbolical meaning attached to this sort of saci*ifiee,t 
and the victim, selected as it was out of the purest and noblest 
species of domestic animals that surround man (such as the bull, 
tbe horse, or the lamb), was looked upon only as the repi'e- 
sentative of another, and the emblem of a far higher victim. 

It is an error to consider ancient paganism as nothing more 
than mere poetry or agreeable fiction. The lites of the ancient 
polytheism had very distinct and practical objects in view ; and 
were intended either to propitiate the malignant powers of dark- 
ness, or to obtain by their agency preternatural power j or, on the 
other hand, to conciliate the favour and appease the anger of 
the Deity. And for this object the heathens shrunk from no 
expedient — deemed no price— no victim too costly, as the ex- 
istence of human sacrifices, and especially the sacrifice of chil- 
dren may serve to convince us; and I cannot conclude this first 
pai't of the ancient history of the world, without bestowing a 
more particular examination on this extreme aberration of 
paganism, which passed by inheritance from the remoter ages 
to the second, more civilised, and (in many respects), milder 
era of history. The species of human sacrifice most widely 
dlflused among all the Phoenician nations was that in wliich 
the idol Moloch, heated from below, grasped in his glo’wing 
arms the infant victim. Even in the Punic city, Carthage, 
this cruel custom long pi'evailed, and was for a long time 

* The Aswanieda. 

t The reader raaj derive botli pleasure and instruction from tlie 
perusal of a most masterly Treatise on Sacrifices, by the late Count 
Maistre, inserted at the end of the 2nd volume of ** Soirees de St. 
Peterslxmrg.” Nowhere have the learning, -the elocjUf.'nee, the bold and 
profound philosophy of the noble author been more strikingly displayed, 
than in that short hut admirable tract. — TrmLs. 
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secretly practised Tinder tlie Roman domination. Tliese saeri* 
fices existed among the Greeks and Romans, no less than 
among the Indians and Egyptians ; and the Chinese, so far at 
least as my acquaintance with their authentic records extends, 
are the only people among whom I do not recollect meeting 
with any mention of this kind of sacrifice. But in the civilised 
states of Greece and Rome, this ancient custom was, in later 
and milder times, gradually abolished, or silently supplanted by 
some equivalent. 

Besides the sacrifice of children, there was another species 
which was customary and particularly striking, and in one 
respect even more worthy the historian’s attention — I mean 
the sacrifice of pure youths. I may here again enforce the 
maxim which I have before laid down— namely, that error is 
the most appalling when it is connected in its origin, or mixed 
up in its principle, with some confused notion— some profound, 
tliougli obscure, feeling of the truth* Bearing this in mind, 
we shall find that the enigmatic lamentation of Lamech*^ over 
his mysterious slaying of a stripling, occurring in tlie Mosaic 
account of the Cainites, would seem to indicate tliat human 
sacrifices, and especially this particular kind, had their origin 
among the race of Cain, deeply imbued, even at that early 
period, with anti-Christian errors ; and that an unhappy delusion 
—a confused anticipation of a real necessity and of a future 
reality, contributed to the institution of these sacrifices. Of 
that great mystery of truth, which the holy patriarch of the 
Hebrews, with a prophetic intuition, had discerned in the 
sacrifice of his well-beloved son commanded him by God, but 
through the divine mercy not consummated — of this great 
mystery, we say, a diabolic imitation may have led to the 
human sacrifices by the early heathens. But these sacrifices 
were more widely diffused, even in the Druidical North, and 
they continued down to a much later period than is commonly 
supposed, or at present asserted. Thus, for instance, the 

* “ And Lamecli said to his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice, 
ye wives of Lamech, hearken to my speech; for I have slain a man to 
the wounding of myself, and a stripling to my own bruising.— Gen. iv,, 
23. This obscure text has long perplexed the commentators : — Sehle- 
gel, I think, has furnished ah explanation as solid as it is ingenious. 
Thus Lamech to whom the introduction of polygamy is generally 
ascribed, was probably, also, the founder of human sacrifices. Accord- 
ing to our great poet lust sits enthroned hard by hate. — Trans. 
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anti-Christian Emperor Julian sought to revive them, in ordei 
to promote the infernal purposes of his dark magical rites. 
We are so habituated to look on the divinities and beautiful 
fables of ancient Greece, as the fairy creations of poetry, that 
we are painfully surprised when we unexpectedly stumble on 
some historical fact, which discloses the true spirit and internal 
essence of polytheism — the fact, for instance, that Themistocles 
himself, the deliverer of Greece, offered up three youths in 
sacrifice. 

The profound abyss of error, in which the most civilised 
nations of ancient heathenism had sunk and were lost, becomes 
the more apparent, the more closely it is investigated, and the 
more fully it is understood. And on this account, we should 
learn to see how necessary and salutary was that slow progres- 
sion— -that gradual prepaxation for a brighter futurity, wherein, 
as I above stated, consisted the peculiar destination and 
spiritual career of the Hebrew people. It is only from this, 
its peculiar destination for the future, the Hebrew people 
presents so high an interest to historical philosophy, and holds 
the lofty place assigned to it in the first period of human 
civilisation. The later destinies of the Jewish nation, and the 
particular events and characters in their later annals, are 
subjects of the highest moment in a history of religion ; for 
they can be rightly understood and fully appreciatxjd only by 
their practical application, and profound symbolical reference 
to the circumstances of Christianity, fiut it is only the 
political constitution of the Jewish state in the earliest period of 
its history — a constitution which was so peculiar and unique in 
itself, so entirely without a parallel— that can be the appropriate 
subject of consideration in this general review of history; 
because this constitution was connected with the prophetic 
calling of the Hebrew people, and even bore a prophetic cha- 
racter itself. This constitution has been called a theocracy, 
and so it was in the right and old signification of that word, 
by which was meant a government under the special and 
immediate providince of God. But in the now ordinary 
acceptation of the term, which implies a sacerdotal empire or 
dominion, the Jewish state was at no time and by no means a 
theocracy. Moses was no more a priest than a king; and 
after him all those men of Desire, as they were called from 
the first circumstances of their institution, or men of the 
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desert, because after a preparation in the solitude of the desert, 
they' led and conducted the people in a literal or fig-urative 
sense, through the wilderness— all these men appointed by 
God, and without any other title or insignia but the staff, 
which as pilgrims they brought out of the desert, governed 
and directed the people under the immediate providence of 
God. If, on a certain occasion, one of the prophets girded on 
the sword, and led out an army — this was only a transient 
instance ; and the prophets in general were nothing more than 
the men of God, and the divinely-appointed conductors of the 
people. When the wish in which the Hebrews had so long 
indulged of having a king, like the heathen nations, was at last 
gratified ; a wish which, in the higher views of Holy Writ, 
was regarded as the culpable Illusion of a carnal sense ; — the 
last of the prophets formed a party, and constituted in a very 
peculiar and singular manner, a species of political opposition, 
which was acknowledged to be, and was in fact, perfectly 
legitimate and just. And when some of them, like Elias for 
instance, had received from God the supreme and immediate 
power over life and death, as the distinct badge of dominion ; 
we cannot wonder that men should have followed them, the 
people have been at their bidding, and kings themselves, even 
though they followed not always their counsels, have hearkened 
at least to their warning voice. If those who are so fond of 
playing the part of oppositionists in every country could only 
once rise superior to vulgar forms and formulas, and not 
everywhere seek for the echo of their modern opinions, an 
attentive study of the character of Elias would hold up to their 
admiring view an oppositionist, who, in energy of conduct, 
and in burning zeal for the cause of truth and justice, or in 
other words, of God, could not be perhaps easily equalled by 
any historical personage whether of ancient republics, or of 
modern monarchies. 

After the Jewish state had become a kingdom of no very 
gi’eat dimensions, it shared the destiny of most of the petty 
states of those regions ; and was first a province of the Assyro- 
Babylonish empire, then became subject to the Persian 
monarchs, afterwards to the Greek kings of Syria and Egypt, 
till, with these, it was finally swallowed up in the vast empire 
of all-conquering Rome. 

In that restoration of the Jewish state which the Maccabee 
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accomplished in the last period of the Greek domination over 
Judea, the high-priest acquired a concurrent political power ; 
a power which he even still retained under the oppressm 
protectorate of the Komaiis, though his functions, wdiich were 
those of a legislator and supreme judge, wei^e confined to the 
internal government of the state. But this does not constitute 
a really sacerdotal dominion, and the term theocracy is as 
little applicable to such an order of things, as to the Greek 
Patriarchate in the Turkish empire* However, the holy city 
of Jerusalem, along with Solomon’s old, mighty and symbo- 
lical temple (whose deep import and proper signification the 
Jews themselves at a later peiiod no longer understood), still 
continued to be the main centre of the old national existence 
and ancient recollections of the Hebrews, as well as of their 
future hopes and prophetic promises. Even after the fearful 
destruction of Jerusalem, this emblematic idea of the holy 
city still lived in the recollection of mankind, and a long time 
afterwards was, in Christian Europe, an animating incentive to 
the warlike nations of the middle age. 

In conclusion, we must add some observations, referring not 
so much to the Jewish people and their history, as to their 
most ancient historical books, and to those general views of 
mankind which they contain, so far as such views relate to the 
general history of the primitive ages, and are connected with the 
philosophy of history. In the same way it is neither necessary 
nor practicable to regard the Hebrew tongue as the general root 
or primal source of all the languages spoken on the earth, because 
it was the organ of divine revelation ; so the Mosaic genealogy 
of nations can with as little propriety be made the basis of a ge- 
neral history of the world, as has in earlier times been so often 
attempted, but never accomplished without much violence to the 
text. Although it would be difficult to hnd in the primitive re- 
cords of the other Asiatic nations an historical survey of all the 
nations on the globe, at once so clear, luminous, and instruc- 
tive ; yet the Mosaic revelation had a far different olject in 
viewthan to furnish a school -compendium of historical learning. 
This historical genealogy, which in its way cannot be too 
highly esteemed, was evidently destined by Moses more imme- 
diately for his own people, and his own book of the law ; and 
in his account of the oriisin of nations, the sacred historian pro- 
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ceeded on views and principles very dxfFerent from ours. For 
instancej with us it is the affinity of languages, which forms 
the chief clue in the arrangement and classification of the 
diflerent races of niankind; and, according to this principle, 
we rank the Hebrews with the Phceiiicans, and regard them as 
kindred nations. But in tlie Mosaic history these two nations, 
separated by mutual hostility, stand at the widest distance 
one from tlie other ; for in inaiinex's, religion, and feelings, 
they were diametrically opposed. 

In this investigation, indeed, historical circumstances may 
often occur — such as the popular commotions and intermixture 
of nations happening at all periods of the world — by which the 
question of the origin and affinity of different races under- 
goes considerable modifications, and the whole subject is 
rendered unsusceptible of a systematic division and arrange- 
ment. It often happens that one race adopts the language of 
anotluu’, without on that account losing its national indentity, 
or heing totally confounded with the other; for, on the con- 
trary, its moral or intellectual ciiaracter bears the clear traces of 
its original descent; so that here, at least, language alone will 
decide notliing. Often a less numerous tribe will stamp its 
own native moral and intellectual character on a whole people. 
In general the descent of nations can be clearly traced and 
demonstrated in those cases only where the race has been 
kept up pure, and all marriage and connexion vfith other na- 
tions been strictly prevented. But such has been the case 
among certain nations only ; and even in those countries, where 
it was the law, it was not in every instance rigidly observed, 
nor constantly maintained ; as is exemplified in the frequent 
intermarriages of the Hebrews with the Phoenicians, severely 
prohibited as such intermarriages were. The ancient law- 
givers attached, indeed, a very high importance to lineage, 
as is proved by all those restrictive laws on marriage, which 
were destined to preserve the purity of descent ; but they set 
a far higher value on the patrimonial inheritance of ancient 
customs, institutions, doctrines, and intellectual qualities, as 
constituting the true essence of national character^ and deter- 
mining the rank which one race should hold above another. 
By Moses, in particular, this intellectual character of the dif- 
ferent races — their feelings — modes of thinking — the whole 
spirit which animated tliem ; in a word, the chain of sacred 
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tradition, and its transmission and preservation among" the 
different nations-— all these are regarded of primary imports 
ance, and they alone furnish us with a clue to the discovery of 
his views. 

The great middle country in Western Asia, where the true 
Eden, the original abode of the first man, and great progenitor 
of mankind, was situated, forms the central point in the general 
historical survey of Moses. The wide-spread race of Japhet 
comprehends the Caucasian nations in the north, and all its 
contiguous regions, and also those in the central Asia nations 
which were sound, vigorous, comparatively speaking, less cor- 
rupt, and by no means entirely barbarous: but which were de- 
barred from that near and immediate participation in the sacred 
traditions of primitive revelation, enjoyed by the people of the 
Semitic race in that midland country, whose distinctive charac- 
ter and high pre-enoinence, according to Moses, consisted in 
this very participation. To the south, the race of Cham in- 
cludes the degenerate, corrupt, and ungodly Egypt (a country 
which in its native language bore the name of Cherai), and 
beyond this, all the African tribes devoted to the dark rites of 
magic. How entirely subjective in itself — how exclusively 
adapted to his own people, and his own national object, is the 
genealogy of nations by Moses, may be proved among other 
things by the fact that, while many great nations in remoter 
lands, or in the distant Eastern Asia, cannot, in this historical 
survey, be traced without difficulty to their proper place, or 
forced therein without violence to the text, twelve or thirteen 
generations are given of the kindred Arabian branch, or of the 
hostile Phoenician race. If regarded in this simple point of 
view, the Mosaic genealogy of all the nations throughout the 
inhabited globe will be found very clear, and, though the names 
of some particular races remain matter of doubt, this summary 
is in general perfectly intelligible, and throws a broad light 
On the histoiy of mankind. 
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LECTUEE VIL 

General Considerations upon the Nature of Man, regarded in an IBs* 
torical Point of View, and on the Two-fold View of History.-— Of the 
Ancient Pagan Mysteries. — Of the Universal Empire of Persia. 

Instead of the Mosaic genealogy of nations, commented on 
in a hundred different ways, and interpreted according to the 
received views of each individual — a genealogy which was 
considered as the necessary basis of every universal history, 
and which by tlie most false and arbitrary methods was vio- 
lently strained into an adaptation to all the data of history, 
evidently contrary to the real views and mighty object of its 
inspired author instead of this genealogy, we say, the sacred 
records of divine truth furnish us with a far more profound 
principle, a principle highly simple and - comprehensive, and 
which is perfectly applicable to the philosophy of history. 
That is that principle laid down in that revelation, at the com- 
mencement of all history, as the one wherein consists the pecu- 
liar nature — the true essence— and the final destiny of man — 
I mean his likeness to his Creator. Now it is this principle 
which forms the ground- work of our whole plan — and now 
that we have reached the conclusion of the first period of his- 
tory, and are about to pass to the second, it may be proper to 
examine more minutely the nature of this principle, and to 
give an accurate definition of it. 

According to the different notions entertained of man's 
nature, there are but two opposite views of history — two 
mighty and conflicting parties in the department of historical 
science. It is quite unnecessary to observe that we include not, 
in either class, such writers as, confining themselves to a bare 
detail of facts, indulge not in any general historical views, or 
even such as, vacillating in their opinions, have no clear, defi- 
nite, and consistent views on the subject. According to one 
party, man is merely an animal, ennobled and gradually die- 
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ciiplined into reason, and finally exalted into genius ; and 
therefore tixe liistory of human civilisation is but the History of 
a gradual, progressive, and endless improvement. This theory 
may, in a certain sense, be termed the liberalism of historical 
philosophy ; and no one perhaps has developed it with such 
clearness and mathematical rigour, as a very celebrated French 
writer, entirely possessed with this idea, and who indeed be- 
came in his time a martyr to these principles.* 

In the contests of opinion, which embrace the general rela- 
tions of society, it is far less those dogmas in which each indi- 
vidual seeks light, aid, strength and repose for his feelings and 
his conscience, his inward struggles and his final hopes— than 
the single article of faith respecting man, and wliat constitutes 
his essential being, his internal nature, and his higher destiny, 
which determines the Christian or unchristian view— the reli- 
gion or irreligion of history, if I may be allowed the expres- 
sion. This principle of the endless perfectibility of man has 
something in it very accordant with reason ; and if this per- 
fectibility be considered as a mere possible disposition of the 
human mind, there is doubtless much truth in the theory, but 
it must be borne in mind that the corruptibility of man is quite 
as great as his perfectibility. 

But when this system is applied to the general course of 
history, it is destitute of any real beginning; for this vague 
notion of an animal capable of infinite improvement is not a 
beginning of any series of terms ; and in philosophy, as in life 
and history, there is no true and solid beginning for any thing 
out of God. And this principle is equally destitute of any 
right end ; for a mere interminable progress is not a fixed 
term nor positive object. But history presents a mass of stub- 
born facts, which agree not always with this abstract law of an 
infinitely progressive perfection, and, on the contrary, the 
annals not only of particular nations, but of whole periods of 
the world, would prove that the natural march of humanity 
lay rather in a circuitous course. This disagreeable fact is 
utterly inexplicable according to the rationalist system of his- 
tory — or if it be susceptibie of explanation, it certainly is not 
reconcilable with the liberal view. As often as from the path 
of endless perfectibility, thus mathematically traced out for 
them, man and mankind swerve in eccentric deviations ; oi 

^ The author alludes to Condorcet. 
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even slioiild their course, like that of the planets of our hea^•en 
at stated periods, he in appearance once retrogressive ; the his- 
torical inquirer, who starts from this principle, is immediately 
disconcerted by such a course of events so contrary to his 
theory; and, in his blind indignation in which he involves 
alike the present and future, as well as the past, and by 
the false light of the passionate spirit of time, he pronounces 
on these a judgment most iniquitous, or at best extremely 
partial, certainly at least most repugnant to the dictates of 
truth. 

But man is not merely a nobler animal, fashioned by degrees 
to reason or dignihed into genius. His peculiar and distinctive 
excellence — his real essence — his true nature and destiny eon* 
slst in his likeness to God ; and from this principle proceeds a 
view of history totally different from that we have just de- 
scribed; for, according to it, man’s history must be the history 
of the restoration of the likeness to God, or of the progress 
towards tliat restoration. That this sublime oiigin of man 
being once supposed — the divine image has been much altered, 
impaired, and defaced in the inmost recesses of the human 
breast, both of man in particular and of mankind in general, is 
a truth we may learn, independently of the positive doctrine of 
religion ; for clearly is it vouched and confirmed by the testi- 
mony of our own feelings, our own experience of life, and a 
general suiwey of the world. No man who well knows that 
the image of God has been stamped on the human soul — an 
image, whose old, half-obliterated characters are still to be 
found on ail the pages of primitive history, and whose impress, 
not utterly effaced, every reflecting mind may discover in its 
own interior — can ever forego the hope, that, much as that 
divine image may seem, or may in fact be, impaired, its resto- 
ration is still possible. The man who knows from human life, 
and from his own experience, how great and arduous is this 
work — how many obstacles oppose its accomplishment, and 
how easily, even after a partial success, what already appeared 
won, may be again lost; — the man understanding this, will 
not he at a loss to comprehend any pause or retrogression, real 
or apparent, in the march of mankind ; he will judge the fact 
with more equity, and consequently more accuracy; and will, 
in every case, conflde in the guidance of that superior Provi- 
dence, clearly visible in this regeneration of the world. If, in 
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opposition to the rationalist theory of man’s endless perfectibility; 
we were to designate the opposite system of history founded on 
man’s inbora likeness to his Maker, m the legitimacy of histo- 
rical philosophy; this title would not be incorrect, since all 
divine and human laws and rights, as they are found in history, 
depend, in their first basis, on the supposition of the high dig- 
nity and divine destination of man. Hence this view of history 
is the only one which restores to man the full rights and pecu- 
liar prerogatives of Ms being. Even to all other truths it re- 
stores their full force and rights; and it alone can do so without 
detiiment to its own principle ; for, as this is the simple truth, 
it is, therefore, complete and comprehensive. It must even 
acknowledge that man, beside his higher dignity and divine 
destiny, is and remains in his outward existence a physical 
creature — and though he he such not in an exclusive, but 
only secondary and subordinate sense, still, in respect to 
Ms external being and external development, he may be 
subject to certain natui-al laws in bistory. In the same 
way, it may admit that man endowed with freedom, even 
when lie rejects the religious principle, is still a being 
gifted with reason ; a being that consequently on this foun- 
dation incessantly works, builds, and im Droves, in a'ood as in 
evil, essentially, interminahly, — we might almost say, fear- 
fully progressive. This legitimate philosophy of history, which 
proceeds from the Mgh, divine point of view, should be, as far 
as the limited capacity of man will permit, a recognition and a 
just appreciation of the truth, and thereby become a science of 
history — that is to say, of ail which under Providence has oc- 
cured to the human race. Thus it must by no means adopt a 
view of life and of the world, transcending the true right and 
the right truth — it must avoid deviating into ultraism — though 
this term of the present day involves in the expression of a true 
idea, some inaccuracy and misconception. On the contrary, 
this religious view of history and of life, precisely because it is 
such, can never in its historical judgments sanction a spirit of 
harsh, precipitate, unqualified censure. For as the Mosaic doc- 
trine of the divine image stamped on the human soul, forms 
the real and distinctively Christian theory of man, and conse- 
quently of Ms history ; so this evidently implies, that among ail 
the laws of human conduct, emanating from this Christian 
theory, and from Christianity' itself, the law of love is the first 
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and the greatest: — a law which mnst retain its full force and ell* 
cacy not only in life, but in science also. Yet love or charity 
is by no means incompatible with hminess of principle — the 
vacillations of judgment proceed only from indifference to, or 
the utter absence of, all principle-— the tomb of love, as well as 
of truth. 

This divine image implanted in the human breast is not an 
isolated thought — a transient flash of light, like the kindling 
spark of Prometheus : nor is it a mere Platonic resemblance to 
the Deity — an ideal speculation of the human mind soaring be-* 
yond the range of vulgar conception. But, as this likeness to 
God forms the fundamental principle of human existence, it is 
interwoven witli the internal structure of human consciousness ; 
and the triple nature of the soul is intimately connected with 
the principle of tlie divine resemblance. In its state of discord, 
the hunian consciousness, in its external operations, pursues 
four opposite paths of direction towards reason (Verrmiift), or 
imagination (Fantasie), or understanding (Verstand), or will 
(Wiile), so long as these faculties remain disunited. But, 
when consciousness is restoi'ed to its primitive harmony, the 
internal life of man is threefold in mind, soul, and sense; 
and to expound and demonstrate this truth, was the pur- 
port and object of the Philosophy of Life, w'hich I treated of 
in a former course of lectures. And this triple nature of 
spiritual life, which, among all creatures, characterises man 
alone, is most closely allied with the triple energy and per- 
sonality of the one Divine Being, and constitutes, as far as the 
immeasurable distance between the creature and Creator will 
permit, the wonderful analogy between weak, mutable man, 
and the infinite Spirit of eternal Love. But the original har- 
mony of human consciousness^ — the triple nature of spiritual life, 
can be restored in individual man by the following means only : 
— the soul, previously distracted, can regain its unity, or be- 
come again whole, only by a divine illumination ; — when this 
light — the first ray of hope — is humbly received and imbibed 
by the soul Enlightened by this first incipient I'ay, the miiK*h 
the living mind, no longer now a cold, dead, abstract under- 
standing, is enabled to embrace with faith the pure word of 
truth (which is one with love), and to comprehend this word 
aright, and, by this word, to comprehend the world and its own- 
self; — while the understanding, in its former isolated and ab« 

,P 2. ■ 
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stract state ; was both internally and externally distracted and 
divided betweent the phaxitasmata of nature and the endless so- 
phisms of contentious dialectic. When thus the strong* hand of 
all-guiding love, hath loosed the Gordian knot which bound the 
human consciousness in inextricable folds ; — the third funda- 
mental faculty in man — -the sense for divine things— is then 
awakened and excited. This is now no longer a mere passive 
feeling for divine things— a will undetermined, or incapable of 
good; bxit it becomes an energy acting on life — an energy 
which is itself life and deed. 

But the progressive march of social man, which constitutes 
the subject of universal history, or, as we term it, the formation 
and growth of humanity, are regulated by principles somewhat 
different from those which determine the internal life of indivi- 
dual man. Here the different stages of development cannot be 
classed according to the three fundamental faculties of con- 
sciousness in individual man ; but the principle of development 
must be sought for in the divine impulse, as the same is attested 
by history, and which, in every stage of social progress, has 
been to mankind the source of a new life ; though here again, 
from the very nature of things, three marked degrees of social 
advancement occur. Corresponding to the divine image im- 
planted in the breast of individual man — the main subject of all 
history — the word of divine truth originally communicated to 
man, and which the sacred traditions of all nations attest in so 
many and such various ways, forms the leading clue of historical 
investigation and judgment, during the first stage of the pro- 
gress of society. But in the second stage of social development, 
which must he fixed in that full noon-day period of refinement, 
when victorious power shines forth so conspicuously in the as- 
cendency obtained by nations, to whom universal pre-eminence 
v'as accorded — the right notion of this power, or the question 
how far it were just and godly, or pernicious in its application 
— whether it were inimical to God, or at least of a mixed 
nature — must constitute the true standard of historical investi- 
gation. In the third or last stage, however, of this progress, 
which occurs in the modern period of the world, the pure truths 
of Christianity as they influence science and life itself, alone can 
furnish the right clue of historical inquiry, and can alone afford 
any indication as to the ulterior advances of society in future 
ages ; thus then the Wordt the Power, and the Lights form the 
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tliree-fold divine principle, or tlie moral classification of historical 
philosophy — a classification which is fbunded .on historical ex- 
perience and historical reality* 

The existence of a primitive revelation — -the establishment 
of Christianity, which was the principle and power of a new 
moral life in society — and the pre-eminence of modern Europe 
in civilisation, in wliicli she outshines all other portions of the 
globe, and even in many respects most periods of antiquity, 
are three historical data — tiiree mighty facts in civilisation, 
which evince the successive stages of human progress and im- 
provement. And it is our task to appreciate in their full ex- 
tent each of those different degrees of social advancement, and 
to comprehend and explain them aright in their relative bear- 
ings to the whole. That the Christian nations and states of 
Europe have received, along with the light of divine truth, a 
high intellectual, moral, and political illumination, no one will 
deny; and it is equally evident that this vital principle of 
modern society is still involved in the crisis of its development 
— a crisis which will form the principal subject of historical in- 
quiry in the latter part of this work. 

It is equally undeniable that, in the second period of the 
world, to which I now pass, each of those nations that attained 
to universal empire at that epoch displayed a high intellectual 
or moral energy. This energy was visible in that strong; 
deep sense of nature, which characterised the old ancestra 
faith and pure manners of the ancient Persians, and in that 
high martial enthusiasm, and fervent patriotism, which it 
so easily inspired. The power of inventive genius in the 
sciences, and in the fine arts, none can deny to tlie Greeks ; 
none can dispute their pre-eminence in these ; as, on the other 
hand, the Romans were equally unrivalled in vig'our of charac- 
ter, and in that moral energy of will, which they exhibited in 
all their contests with other states. Here now the question to 
be asked is, whether that high intellectual aud moral enei’gy 
accorded to those nations, thus gifted with universal dorx\ii>ion, 
were always well employed : whether that power, exalterd as it 
was, were truly divine, or what were the earthly and pernicious 
elements intermixed with it ; — whether this power, great and 
wonderful as it was in its way, were in itself adequate to the 
moral and intellectual regeneration of degraded liumanity ; or, 
whether a power of another, far purer and higher nature were 
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requisite to tills end. I should think I had amply solved tli© 
problem involved in the history of that first period of the world, 
which I have here brought to a close, if, in this brief historical 
sketch, I have succeeded in proving the existence of an original 
revelation to mankind-— the primitive word of divine truth— 
whereof we find the clearest indications and scattered traces in 
the sacred traditions of all the primitive nations— traces which, 
when viewed apart, appear like the broken remnants, the mys- 
terious, and, as it were, hieroglyphic characters— of a mighty 
edifice that has been destroyed. I should think, too, 1 had 
fully accomplished my task, if I have succeeded in proving 
that, however much amid the growing degeneracy of mankind, 
this primal word of revelation may have been falsified by the 
admixture of various errors, however much it may have been 
overlaid or obscured by numberless and manifold fictions, inex- 
tricabljV confused and disfigured almost beyond the power of 
recognition ; still a profound inquiry will discover in heathen- 
ism many luminous vestiges of primitive truth. 

For the old heathenism (and we must add this remark as 
the result of our inquiries), the old heathenism had a founda- 
tion in truth, and, thoroughly examined and rightly under- 
stood, would serve for a confirmation of the same; for the 
profound researches of recent times on ancient mythology, 
and its historical sources, though conducted with the most op- 
posite views, lead us more and more to this great end and 
result of all the knowledge of antiquity, or at least very near 
it. Were it possible, or could we succeed in separating the 
pure intuition into nature and the simple symbols of nature, 
that constituted the basis of all heathenism, from the alloy of 
error, and the incumbrances of fiction ; those first hieroglyphic 
traits of the instinctive science of the first men would not be 
repugnant to truth and to a true knowledge of nature, but 
would offer, on the contrary, an instructive image of a freer, 
purer, more comprehensive, and more finished philosophy of 
life. For, if man, who is the highest and most central object 
of nature on the earth, had not possessed in the beginning 
an instinctive science and immediate insight into nature, he 
could never have attained to this knowledge by the resources 
of art, and by all the aids of instrumev'its and machinery, or 
have acquired thereby a true understaiiding of nature, her in- 
ternal life, and her hidden powers. The symbolical error which 
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has produced mythology, and which has again emanated from 
mythology— I mean the identification of the symbol with the 
object itself, of which, as the latter was something higher and 
more mysterious, the former originally was, and should have 
been, nothing more than the mere explanatory emblem — the 
symbolical error is comparatively the most excusable ; and for a 
being constituted like man, whose sou- is divided between 
figurative fancy and discursive reason, is almost natural, and 
has grown into a psychological habit, and a second nature. 
This error would never have arisen, if the confusion of the high 
and of the low, of the principal and of the inferior, of God and 
of nature, and the inversion of the due order of each, had not, 
in a partial degree at least, prenously taken place. The fun- 
damental error of paganism lay in the sensual idolatry of 
nature, by which that inversion of things, and with them of all 
moral doctrines, took place; although this destructive eri'or of 
materialism is to be found not only in the heathen religion, hut 
in the atomical philosophy and other false systems of science. 
Besides that sensual deification of nature, which was the pre- 
dominant principle in the mythology and popular religion of 
the ancients, there was another and capital error —magic, which 
was a dark and abusive application — an illicit perversion of the 
high powers of nature, when these were really understood, and 
the mind, penetrating through her sensible and external veil, 
had caught her true spirit and internal life. This loftier, and, 
on that account, more dangerous error was not so prevalent in 
the popular and poetical religion of antiquity, but was chiefly 
to be fouud in the secret associations of the pagan mysteries. — 
Although these mysteries which, in Greece, as well as in 
Egypt, exerted such a mighty influence on public opinion, on 
science, and on the whole system of thinking, nay, on life itself, 
disclosed far graver and profounder doctrines than the vulgar 
mythology of the poets, on all the great questions relative to 
the human soul, its capacity and original dignity, as well as to 
the hidden powers of nature and the whole invisible world; 
still we must not imagine that the influence of these mysteries 
was always salutaiy, or that their internal constitution and 
ruling spirit were in their ultimate tendency always entitled to 
commendation. We may, in my opinion, ascribe to the Egyp- 
tians much science, especially in physics, more, perliaps, tlnini 
the Greeks in general, and the Pythagoreans in particular. 
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had, as far as we yet know, learned and borrowed from them 
but we must not imagine this Egyptian science to have been 
exempt from a gross alloy of error, and the various abuses ol 
magic. When once the sacred standard and clue of truth are 
lost, when the due order of things and of doctrines is once in- 
verted, then the mind of man often associates the sublime, the 
mysterious, and the wonderful, with the mean, the perverse, and 
the wicked. Amid all those false and whimsical images of gods, 
the mere symbols of nature, but at least very equivocal emblems 
and hieroglyphs, the temple sleep of the Egyptians might easily 
nourish illusions of error and visions of dai-kness ; especially 
where a magical spirit prevailed, that is to say, an illicit purpose 
in the application of the high powers of nature — and a will in- 
stigated to evil by the arts of the demon. And in all science 
the matter of greatest moment, and that which cle ermines its 
value, is its relation to the higher and divine truth ; that is to 
say, whether this science be well employed, or whether, on the 
contrary, it be converted to a corrupt and destructive use ; 
whether the due order and subordination of inferior nature, and 
of every thing earthly, towards God and the things of God, 
which are the principal, he rightly observed and maintained. 
But this fundamental truth being once supposed, all science, 
even that which penetrates the deepest into nature and her 
most hidden springs of life, can conduce only to the greater 
glory of the mighty Author of nature. All these natural 
secrets, and their true explanations, are to be found in various 
passages, notices, and allusions in the Old Testament, especially 
in the books of Moses ; they are, indeed, to be found there, like 
so many golden grains of science in full weight, but, scattered 
and dispersed, they serve at once to adorn and point out the 
path that leads to an object, ever regarded as the most im- 
portant in Holy Writ — namely, the revealing to man the 
wonderful ways of Divine Providence in the conduct of the 
human race— the holy ark of the covenant of divine mysteries 
and promises, if I may he allowed such an expression. Here 
every thing is subordinate to religion, every thing ministers to 
this higher object — and this is the distinctive mark and stamp 
of truth, even in the investigations of nature, and of its revealed 
or hidden mysteries. 

How a slight deviation from truth may suffice to give birth 
\n time to a mighty and progressive error, is strongly exempli- 
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fied in tlie fundamerital doctrine of the ancient religion of Persia 
— a doctrine which was at first nothing more than a simple ve- 
neration of nature, its pure elements and its primary energies 
— the sacred fire, and above all, light— -the air, not the lower 
atmospheric air, but the purer and higher air of heaven- — ^the 
breath that animates and pervades the breath of mortal life. In 
India, too, this doctrine must have been very prevalent in the 
primitive ages ; for many and very ancient passages of the 
Vedas refer to these elements, while, on the other hand, the 
names of the later Hindoo divinities appear to have been 
entirely unknown at that period. This pure and simple vene- 
ration of nature is perhaps the most ancient, and was by far 
the most generally prevalent in the primitive and patriarchal 
world. In its original conception, it was by no means a deifi- 
cation of nature, or a denial of the sovereignty of God — it was 
only at a later period that the symbol, as it so often happens, 
was confounded with the thing itself, and usurped the place of 
that higher object which it was destined originally to represent. 
And how can we doubt that these pure elements and primitive 
essences of created nature would offer to the first men, who 
were still in a close communication with the Deity, not indeed 
a likeness or resemblance (for in man alone is that to he found), 
nor a mere fanciful image, or a poetical figure, but a natural 
and true symbol of divine power : — ^how can we doubt this, I 
say, when we see that, in so many passages of Holy Writ (not 
to say in every part), the pure light or sacred fire is employed 
as an image of the all-pervading and all-consuming power and 
omnipotence of God? Not to speak again of those passages of 
Scripture, which describe the animating breath and inspiration 
of God as the first source of life, and speak of the gentle breath, 
the fight whisper of the breeze that announced to the prophet 
the immediate presence of his God, before whom he fell 
prostrate, and mantled himself in awe and reverence ; and this 
surely cannot be understood as a poetical and figurative expres- 
sion ! Undoubtedly, the Scriptures often oppose to that natural 
emblem or veil of divine power, in the pure elements, an evil, 
subterraneous and destructive fire— the false fight of the fiends 
of error — the poisonous breath of moral contagion. And how 
could it be otherwise? Nature in its origin was nought else 
than a beautiful image — a pure emanation— a wonderful 
creation — a sport of omnipotent love ; so, when it was severed 
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from its divine original, internally displaced, and turned against 
its Maker, it became vitiated in its substance, and fraught with 
evil. This alienation of nature from God, this inversion of the 
right order in the relations between God and nature, was the 
peculiar, essential, and fundamental error of ancient paganism, 
its false mysteries, and the abusive application of the higher 
powers of nature in magical rites. On the other hand, we 
ought to regard every similar inversion of things and of ideas, 
every similar derangement in the divine system, though 
established on the basis of Christianity, and by Christian philo- 
sophers — ^we ought, I say, to regard every such attempt as 
being in its essential nature and principle a heathen enterprise 
— the foundation of a scientific paganism, although no altars 
be erected to Apollo, and no mysteries be celebrated in honour 
of Isis.* 

The pure symbolism of nature, and the whole circle of the 
primitive symbolical ideas of the Egyptians, several of the 
Greek writers attempted to gather out of the mass of idolatrous 
tenets, natural emblems, and hieroglyphic signs of speech ; hut 
their researches do not correspond to the importance of the 
subject itself, nor to the present demands of science. It is well 
worthy of remark that the hieroglyphics, as far as they have 
yet been deciphered, do not indicate in their formation that 
variety of epochs observable in the Chinese system of writing | 
but, on the contrary, they seem to be all of a single cast, and 
offer the same circle of ideas and the same style of emblems. 
And as images of gods are to he found in a diminutive form 
among the other hieroglyphic signs, we may conclude from 
this circumstance, that all the hieroglyphics must have had a 
simultaneous origin, and have remained subsequently unchanged ; 
and that their origin must have occurred at a time when the 
Egyptian idolatry had already been wrought into a perfect 
system. 

In the primitive ages, during the first thirty-three centu- 
ries of the world, according to the ordinary computation, the 
various nations into which mankind were divided, followed in 
their development a separate and secluded course; and twc 
mighty nations, the Indians and the Chinese, have remained 
to this day in this isolated and totally sequestered state. The 

^ This is an allusion to the Pantheistic Naturalism of Schelling.— 
Trans. 
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peculiar character wHch distinguishes the second from the first 
epoch of the world is that^ along with the first might j con- 
quests, there existed a much closer connexion, a mutual influ- 
ence, an active commerce, and various intercourse among many 
nations, nay, among all the nations of the then civilised world. 
From this period, when the intercourse among nations becomes 
more intimate, history acquires greater clearness, precision, 
and critical exactness ; and this is only six, or at most seven 
centuries before the Christian ei*a. The first Persian con- 
querors advanced with rapid stiides towards the objects of their 
ambition ; for after the founder of the Persian empire — Cyrus, 
had made himself master of the whole central region of 
Western Asia, as well as of the Lesser Asia, his successes were 
soon followed up by the conquest of Egypt by tlie arms of 
Cambyses ; and a little subsequent to this, by the great expe- 
dition of Xerxes into Greece, whose valiant defenders, how- 
ever, ruined his hopes of conquest. Egypt, which in its intel- 
lectual character, civilisation, and political institutions, had a 
much stronger analogy and affinity with those two great pri- 
mitive states— India and China, shut out from the rest of the 
world, was engaged in political relations with the nations of 
Western Asia, and those inhabiting the shores of the Medi- 
terranean, such as the Persians, the Phoenicians, and the 
j{ reeks ; and hence a short sketch of its political history, down 
te the period of the Persian conquest, as far at least as is neces- 
sary for the elucidation of general history, will not be here 
inappropriate or misplaced. 

The long list of names of kings, belonging to more than 
twenty dynasties of the ancient Pharaohs, furnishes, indeed, 
matter of little interest or importance to the philosophic in- 
quirer in his researches on universal history. It is, however, 
wHwthy of remark that many and vast expeditions appear to 
have been undertaken in the early ages of Egypt ; though, 
while mention is made of such conquests, nothing is said of the 
permanent possession of the conquered countries. Sesostris, 
who, in the lifetime of his father, Amenophis, had seized the 
whole coast of Arabia, next vaiKjuished, for the first time, 
Lybia and Ethiopia, afterwards extended his conquests to Bac- 
triaua, subdued the Scythian nations in the Caucasian coun- 
tries, in Colchis, and as far as the Don, and even took posses- 
sion of Thrace. The descent of the Colchians from the Egyp- 
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tians, or tlie existence of an Egyptian colony in ColcMs, was 
regarded by the ancients as an historical fact. The yet more 
ancient King Osymandas is said to have undertaken an expe- 
dition attended by an immense army to reconquer Bactriana, 
that had revolted against the Egyptian sway; and the tri- 
umphant arms of Osiris stretched on one hand as far as the 
Ganges, and on the other as far as the sources of the Danube. 
Here a question arises : — did the Egyptians possess heroic 
poems similar to the Raraayana and Mahabax'ata of the Indians, 
and were these marvellous narratives extracted from these 
poems ? Or had all these narratives a signification purely 
mythic, as we may easily conjecture to be the case in the expe- 
dition of Osiris ? In those his1:orical ages which are better 
known to us, Egypt was certainly never a conquering power — 
at least its conquests were never of a solid and permanent 
nature ; though even in those times Egypt made some tran- 
sient conquests, or at least expeditions; and, guilty of grea.t 
political encroachments on other states and nations, was often 
doomed to experience from these a vigorous resistance to her 
attempts, A part of Lybia, the coast of Arabia contiguous to 
the Red Sea, and the Arabia Petrma, acknowledged for a long 
time the sceptre of the Pharaohs, (and this fact indeed, the. 
various monuments covered over with hieroglyphics, which are 
found in those countries, would seem to corroborate): Ethiopia, 
too, or at least a considerable portion of that region, was for a 
long period in the possession of the Egyptian kings. The 
construction of the many ancient and vast edifices and monu- 
ments which are crowded together in the province of Thebais 
must, to all appearance, have required a greater number of 
hands than the Proper Egypt (a country by no means of con- 
siderable extent) could have furnished of itself. As Ethiopia 
had been conquered by the Egyptians, so the Ethiopians in 
their turn invaded Egypt, and founded thei'e a royal dynasty. 
The second of these Ethiopian kings, Tirhaka, sought to 
stretch his conquests as far as Libya and the northern coast of 
Africa, and must have penetrated as far as the coiimins of 
Hercules, or the modern straits of Gibraltar. On tbe other 
hand, there is historical evidence that even tlie Carthaginians, 
at the time when the family of Mago had the ascendency in 
their state, conquered and took possession of the Egyptian 
city of Thebes, The kina; of Eg^'pt, who is known in the 
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historical books of the Hebrews by the name of Shishak, and 
who made the transient conquest of Jerusalem, is called Shes- 
honk or Sesonchis in the ancient inscriptions of the Pharaohs. 

It is worthy of remark, that we find, in the old Egyptian 
monuments, pictures of war-scenes representing very strangely- 
fiirmed, or at least very remote, nations, as captives of war, 
and among these, we distinguish some with red hair and blue 
eves, tattooed on the legs, perfectly corresponding to the de- 
scriptions which many ancients have left us of the Scythian 
nations. At a much earlier period, a nomade tribe of Phoeni- 
cian, or, more probably, Arabian descent, had taken pos- 
session of the throne of Egypt, and had established in that 
country the national dynasty of the Hycsos, that is to say, the 
shepherd-kings. Some have wished to connect these with 
the Israelites ; but in the whole history of the latter— the hos- 
pitable reception of the Hebrew colony under Joseph — its sub- 
sequent oppression — and its final expulsion from Egypt in the 
time of Closes, we can find no trace of any such dominion of 
a jiastoral nation of Hebrews, or of any dynasty founded by 
them in Egypt ; and even other circumstances agree not at 
all with such a supposition. With the neighbouring nations 
and tribes, Egypt had manifold and various relations, which, 
though in some particulars they might be similar, were far 
from being identical. If it is proved that Sesostris ascended 
the throne immediately after his father had succeeded in ex- 
pelling the Hycsos, it may fairly be presumed that as an 
internal revolt against a foreign power and a foreign dynasty 
is wont to enkindle a spirit of martial enthusiasm, which easily 
leads to ulterior and more vigorous undertakings ; the expedi- 
tions and conquests of Sesostris, though ever so much exag- 
gerated, are not entirely destitute of historical foundation. 
'Fhus much is certain, that in antiquity there existed in many 
places, comparatively remote from Egypt, whole colonies, es- 
pecially of a sacerdotal kind, whose origin was undoubtedly 
Egyptian ; and that the first colonies Which carried arts and 
civilisation into Greece, and the other countries bordering on 
the Mediterranean, did not come solely from Phcenicia ; for 
even in Greece, the genealogy of many royal families and an- 
cient cities, as well as most, ifnot all, the mysteries, particularly 
the Orphic, pointed to Egypt as their common parent. And 
it is very possible that in those early ases^ in which these 
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Egyptian expeditions are said to have been undertafeen, armed 
coiomes may have emigrated from Egypt, not always mflu« 
enced, however, by those commercial views which invariably 
directed the colonists of Phoenicia; but animated by those 
higher motives of religion, which, for example, had such an 
evident influence on the first Persian conquests— by a de^ 
sire to diffuse the mysteries, and thereby, while they bound 
to Egypt the then still barbarous nations of the West, to 
raise the latter to the more exalted scale of Egyptian civi- 
lisation. Even domestic troubles and civil discord may have 
been instrumental in producing those distant emigrations, 
which at this distance of time appear to us so mysterious and 
unaccountable. Such civil discord, indeed, existed in Egypt 
under various forms. The country itself was often divided 
into several kingdoms ; and even when united, we observe a 
great conflict of interests between the agricultural pj’ovince of 
Upper Egypt, and the commercial and manufacturing province 
of the Lower ; as, indeed, a similar clashing of interests is 
often to be noticed in modern states. In tlie period imme- 
diately preceding the Persian conquest, the caste of warriors, 
that is to say, the whole class of the nobility, were decidedly 
opposed to the monarchs, because they imagined them to pro- 
mote too much the power of the priesthood ; in the same way 
as the history of India presents a similar rivalry or political 
hostility between the Brahmins and the caste of the Csha- 
triyas. In the reign of the Egyptian King Psammetichus, 
who had first checked or repelled the Scythian nations whose 
victorious arms then menaced the whole of Asifi, the disaffection 
of the native nobility obliged this prince to take Greek soldiers 
into his pay ; and thus at length was the defence of Egypt 
intrusted to an army of foreign mercenaries. This circum- 
stance, as well as the great commercial intercourse with the 
Greeks, and the number of Greek settlements in Lower Egypt, 
had made this province half Greek, even pidor to the Persian 
conquest ; and had paved the way and opened the door to 
this, as well as to the later, conquest by the Greeks ; for, in 
general, states and kingdoms, before they succumb to a foreign 
conqueror, are, if not outwardly and visibly, yet secretly and 
internally, uiidermined. 

The classical writers of antiquity begin, in general, their 
universal history by an account of the Assyro-Babyloulan em- 
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pire, which preceded the Medo-Persian, and the annals of the 
early mythic ages of this empire are embellished with the fabii- 
ions victories of Semiramis ; as similar fictions indeed are to be 
found in the primitive Sagas of all the other Asiatic nations. 
Howeveiv the conquest of Media by Ninus appears to be more 
historicaL The simplest, and for that reason^ the most correct 
view of the subject is this, tliat in tliis great central region of 
Western Asia, four countries were contiguous, which often 
formed separate empires — Babylon and Assyria, Media and 
Persia ; and which, when united, were governed sometimes 
by one, sometimes by another province, according to the coun- 
try to which the ruling dynasty belonged; while the diflerent 
capitals of these four countries, Babylon, Ninive, Ecbatana, 
Susa, or PersepoHs, alternately formed, during their fiourishing 
period, the centre of a great empire. This first Assyro-Baby- 
lonian universal moriarcfiy, as it is called, should not be consi- 
dered as a distinct period of history, but rather as the most an- 
cient dynasty of a great Asiatic empire, which was succeeded 
by a second, the Medo-Persian dynasty; in the same way as 
the successors of Alexander the Great founded in this vei*y 
country a new Greek kingdom, and as at a later period the 
Parthians, whose original seat lay to the north-east, re-estab- 
Wished in this land a native sovereignty, that proved very 
formidable to the Romans. This great middle country of 
Western Asia is the native seat of conquest; it was hence that 
emanated the spirit of ambition and enterprise, which found, 
indeed, in the very situation of the country most extraordinary 
facilities. And it is here, too, that Holy Writ places the 
abode of the first universal conqueror — the cradle of all ambi- 
tion and conquest. In the very place where the ancient Ba- 
bylon stood there are now immense ruins, to which the inha- 
bitants of the country give the name of Nimrod's Castle, and 
wliieh involuntarily bring to the modem traveller’s mind the 
old history of the Tower of Babel ; as these ruins, in all proba- 
bility, formed a part of the great Temple of Bel us, which in 
eight lofty stories rose to a |)rodigious height, and on the pin- 
nacle whereof stood a colossal idol of the national divinity — 
the sun. Even now the ruins of this temple, piled in immense 
heaps one upon tlie other, and which seem as if glazed by some 
raging fire, produce a very profound impression on the mind; 
and to such a height do they rise, that the clouds rest on their 
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summit above, wbile Hons coucli on tbe walls, or haunt the 
eaveriis below. Here, too, we look for the place where were 
the vast terraces, with their hanging or floating gardens, as the 
ancients called them, and which in a country' by no means 
abounding in wood, the Assyrian monarch constructed from 
aflPection to his Median spouse. Here the widely-scattered 
heaps and mounds of brick, inscribed with the cuneal characters 
of Babylon, attest the existence and vast circumference of tiie 
mighty capital, of whose dimensions no European city, but the 
Asiatic cities only, can furnish an adequate idea. This Baby- 
lonish tower has been in every age a figure of the heaven - 
aspning edifice of lordly arrogance, which sooner or later is 
sure to be struck down and scattered afar by the arm of the 
divine Nemesis; and in Holy Writ itself, the Babylon giddied 
by the intoxicating cup of ambition, drunk with the blood of 
nations, is a mighty historical emblem, applicable to every age 
from the earliest to the latest times, of the mad, people-destroy- 
ing career of a pagan pride. Here did the evil commence^ 
although the first Assyrian empire had no very extensive in- 
fluence on the nations westward, and although the real epoch 
of universal conquest dates from the Persian Cyrus. Yet the 
ancient Babylon contrived to maintain her power, for, as has 
so often been exemplified in history, she, by the moral conta- 
gion of her voluptuous manners, conquered her conquerors, who 
abandoned the gods of their ancestors, to embrace the sensual 
nature-worship of the Babylonians. In the new monarchy 
founded by Cyrus, the Persians (now the ruling nation) were 
closely united, and politically, at least, incorporated with the 
once more powerful Medes. Yet their race and language were 
originally very different, and even at a later period we can still 
observe some traces of mutual jealousy in a change of dynasty, 
or the forcible dethronement of the prince. The institute of 
the Magi, which Cyrus established in his new Persian empire, 
served, outwardly at least, to cement this union; for the Magi 
were of the Median race, and their sacred zend-hooks were not 
composed in the Persian language, but in two distinct dialects 
of Media, if one, indeed, weie not rather Bactrian. The Magi 
were not so much an hereditary sacerdotal caste, as an order 
or association divided into various and successive ranks and 
grades, such as existed in the mysteries — the grade of appren* 
ticeship— that of mastership — that of 4)erfect mastership. Fo- 
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fei^’jiers could not easily gain admission into this sacerdotal 
ord»‘r ; and it was only at the express solicitation of the King 
of Persia, at whose court he resided, that this extraordinary 
favour was accorded to Theniistocles. Whether the old Persian 
doctrine and system oflighf^ did not undergo material altera- 
tions in the hands of its Median restorer, Zoroaster ; or whether 
this doctrine were preserved in all its purity by the order of 
the Magi, may well be questioned. It is certain, at least, that 
that primitive veneration of nature is found completely disfigtired 
and corrupted in the sinall existing remnant of the sect of 
Guebers, or fire-worshippers. 

On the order of the Magi devolved the important trust of 
the monarch’s education — a trust which must necessarily have 
given them great weight and influence in the state. They 
were in high credit at the Persimigates — for that was the 
Oriental name given to the capital of the empire, and the abode 
of the prince ; and they took the most active pai't in all the 
factions that enconij.>assed the throne, or that were formed in 
the vicinity of the court. In Greece, and even in Egypt, the 
sacerdotal fraternities and associations of initiated, formed by 
the mysteries, had in general but an indirect, though not 
unimportant, influence on afiairs of state ; but in the Persian 
monarchy, they acquired a complete political ascendency. The 
next main pillar of the Persian monarchy was its nobility, or 
the principal race of the Pasargads, who immediately surrounded 
the throne, enjoyed the highest prerogatives, and formed indeed 
the flower of the Persian army. The strict moral and military 
education which this nobility received, and of which Xenophon 
has drawn such a beautiful ideal sketch, constituted the chief 
strength of the state. And certainly the neglect of this old 
Persian system of education was one of the primary causes of 
the decline of the empire — a decline which the progre.ssive 
relaxation and corruption of public morals accelerated with a 
fearful rapidity. After the first mighty impulse, and that 
severe moral character which Cyrus had imparted to Persia, 
had disappeared, the same fate befel this empire, as has befallen 
all the great Oriental monarchies. The same evils, which the 
domination of provincial satraps — a government of the seraglio 
— invariably bring along with it — the factions, the conspiracies, 
the changes of dynasty, and the other disorders incident to 
In the “ Licbtsage,” or Tradition of Light. — Trans, 
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despotism, appear in exactly similar colours in tbe Persian 
annals ; and even in the modern kingdom of Persia, we find 
many of those characteristic traits or usages of Asiatic govern- 
ment as they existed in the ancient empire. Even the army, 
for the most part, consisted of troops levied out of the conquered 
nations, and the greater were its numbers, the less internal 
union did it possess. Hence we can well conceive that a small 
army of Greeks, animated by patriotic valour, and commanded 
by generals possessed of a true tactical eye and genius, were 
able to oppose to the immense hosts of Persia a resistance, 
which, in a numerical point of view, appears almost incredible, 
and were even enabled to gain unexpected victories over their 
enemies. We can conceive too, how, in the time of Alexander 
the Great, three battles should have decided the fate of this 
great empire j for its moral life and enei’gy were gone, and 
the pillars of the state were completely decayed. 

The Persian empire lasted but for the short period of two 
hundred and twenty years, from its foundation by Cyrus, to 
the reign of the last Darius, whose personal character and fate 
leave such an affecting and tragical impression on our minds. 
The universal conquests of the Persians, rapid, but transient, 
acted on the age with ail the violence of the elemental powers 
of nature. Sudden and rapid, like a wind-storm, they invaded 
and subdued all other states and kingdoms : — the expedition of 
Xerxes into Greece was a real inundation of nations — and as 
the destructive fire, after blazing on high and desolating and 
consuming all things around, ginks quickly again — it was so 
with the Persian empire. The dominion of the Persians 
exerted no very permanent influence on those other nations 
whose civilisation was anterior to their own. Egypt, in despite 
of the violent persecution which she sustained under Cambyses, 
remained still the ancient Egypt— and with yet greater fidelity 
did she cling to her ancient customs, under the milder sway of 
the Ptolemies, whose government was so much more congenial 
to her spirit and character. Phoenicia, Palestine, and Asia 
Minor, also remained essentially unchanged, hi an historical 
point of view, the main result of the Pei’sian conquests was 
this — they brought the nations of Western Asia and of Egypt 
into a close contact, and a very active and permanent intercourse 
with the states of Greece, and those situated on the shores of 
the Mediterranean. The Persian dominion, and the contest 
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of that power with Greece, had indeed a Terj great, though 
only indirect, infiiienee on the latter country, inasmuch as it 
favoured the growth and development of Grecian liberty, and 
at a later period produced the great reaction under Alexander 
the Great. This Greek re-action was, in its spirit and character, 
somewhat similar to the previous irruption and ambitious inva- 
sion of the Persians f in Alexander at least, we can clearly 
discover an Oriental spirit, that not content with the narrow 
boundaries of his hereditary kingdom of Macedon, sought to 
transcend the sphere of Hellenic civilisation, Hellenic doctrines, 
and Hellenic modes of thinking. And I call that an Asiatic 
enthusiasm which, 'with resistless impetuosity, bore away the 
Macedonian to the capital of Persia, and even beyond the 
banks of the Indus. 
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LECTURE VIIL 

Yariety of Grecian Life and Intellect— State of Education and of the 
Fine Arts among the Greeks— The Origin of tlieir Philosophy and 
Natural Science— Their Political Degeneracy, 

It would be difficult to point out a more striking difference, 
a more decided opposition in the whole circle of the intellectual 
and moral character and habits of nations, as far at least as 
the sphere of known history extends, than that which exists 
between the seclusive and monotonous character of Asiatic 
intellect — the generally unchangeable uniformity of Oriental 
manners and Oriental society, and the manifold activity— the 
varied life of the Greeks, in the first flourishing ages of their 
history. This amazing diversity in the moral and intellectual 
habits of the Greeks appears not only in their legislation, their 
forms of government, their manners, occupations, and usages 
of life, but in their various and widely dispersed settlements 
and colonies, in their descent, which was composed of so many 
heterogeneous elementi, in the first seeds of their civilisation 
— as well as their distribution into hostile tribes and great and 
petty states, and even in their traditions, their history, and the 
arts and forms of art to which those gave rise — finally, in a 
science, engaged in incessant strife, and marching from system 
to system, amid the noise and tumult of opposition. In Asia, 
even in those countries such as India, where the poetry, the 
views of life, and the systems of philosophy were extremely 
various, and bore in this respect an external resemblance to 
those of Greece ; where even the country in ancient times was 
never permanently united into one compact empire ; yet the 
whole way of thinking, the prevalent feeling, was entirely 
monarchical, proceeding from, and returning again to, un- 
changeable unity. On the other hand, in Greece, science, like 
life itself, was thoroughly republican - and if we meet with 
particular thinkers, who leaned to this Asiatic doctrii e of unit.v 
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we must regard tliis as only m exception— a system adopted 
from a love of change, or out of a spirit of opposition to the 
vulgar and generally received opinion that all in nature atid 
the world, as well as in man, was in a state of perpetual move- 
ment, constant change, and freedom of life. Even the fabulous 
world of Grecian divinities, as it has been painted by their 
poets, has a republican cast ; for there every thing is in a 
state of change, of successive renovation, and of mutual 
collision in the war of nature’s elements, in the hostility of 
old and new deities — of the superior and inferior gods — of giants 
and of heroes — presenting, as it does, a state of poetical 
anarchy. Hence, even the historical traditions of the Greeks, 
and the first accounts of their early seats, settlements, and the 
migrations of their different races, present to the eye of the 
historical inquirer a dense forest of truth and fiction, of 
fanciful conjecture, absolute fable, and ancient and venerable 
knowledge — a labyrinth of poetry and of history, in whose 
various and intricate mazes it is often difficult for the critic to 
find the true outlet, and to hold fast by the guiding clue of 
Ariadne, when he wishes to adopt a lucid arrangement, and 
assign to each part its due place in the system of the whole. 
The Greek tribes and nations inhabited not only the proper 
Greece, the Peloponnesian Peninsula, the contiguous islands, 
the southern plains of the Continent (on whose northern 
frontiers it is often difficult to draw the line of demarcation 
between the tribes of Greek and foreign extraction) ; and also 
the western coasts of Asia Minor ; but they had founded a 
number of small states and planted many flourishing colonies 
in the remotest corners of the Euxine, in the Lower Egypt, 
where, long prior to the Persian wars, many Greek settlements 
existed — along the northern shore of Africa, where the 
flourishing Cyrene vras situated, on the southern coasts of Spain 
and Gaul, in Sicily, and throughout the whole of Southern 
Italy. Their navigation extended even to the Baltic, as the 
voyage of Pytheas evinces ; and, though they did not circum- 
navigate Africa, — a thing which it is still doubtful whether the 
Phoenicians accomplished, — they rather surpassed than yielded 
to the latter nation in the activity of the/r trade, and the 
wealth and extent of their colonies* The stupendous monu- 
ments and edifices of the Egyptians are indeed of more colossal 
dimensions ; yet the works of Grecian sculpture and archi- 
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tecture, wHle some of them are on a very large scale, are 
incomparably more various, more rich in ornament, more 
animated, and beautiful, than those of Egypt. The Greeks 
were not a mere seafaring and commercial people like the 
Phmnicians; nor did they compete with the Egyptians in those 
proud monuments of architecture whose erection required such 
thousands of human hands ; but they were from their earliest 
period a martial people, well trained to war. Independently 
of every feeling of patriotic enthusiasm and national defence, 
they looked on war as a trade and a living, and they loved it 
accordingly. This is proved by the fact that, in the age 
preceding the Persian conquest, and long before the Persians 
waged war with Greece, the kings of Egypt had not only 
Greek squadrons in their service, hut that the whole Egyptian 
army was for the most part composed of Grecian mercenaries. 
Such, too, was the case in Carthage, and, at a later period, in 
Persia, where whole legions and armies of Greeks were engaged 
in the service of the great king. This old custom among the 
Greeks of enlisting in the military service of foreign states, 
may have been indeed an excellent preparation for their great 
national wars, though in these the first great exploits were 
achieved by small companies of troops from Athens, Sparta, 
and other free states, as well as by a select body of free citizens. 
But this custom could have had no very favourable influence 
on national opinions and feelings, and the mutual relations of 
the Greek triloes and states. 

The republican form of government mostly prevailed in the 
various Greek settlements and colonies, established round the 
shores of the Mediterranean ; for it is to this species of govern- 
ment that maritime nations, commercial cities, and petty states 
almost always incline, as long as their territories remain cir- 
cumscribed. Yet in these states, we find a great variety of po- 
litical constitutions ; for along with that multitude of small 
commercial republics, there were many, like Sparta and others, 
tliat depended exclusively, or for the most part, on agriculture 
and tile riches of the soil. In these, the hereditary nobility, the 
proprietors of the soil, formed the principal class ; for in general 
the Greeks attached a very high importance to the noble races 
and princely families that deduced their descent from the old 
heroic tirnes. The original constitution of many, of almost the 
greater part of these small Greek republics, was a tolerably 
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Hiild aristocracy, lieaded by an hereditary prince, or chieftain. 
Ill some states, as for instance in Athens, the transition from 
this old aristocratical government, headed by an hereditary 
prince, to a thoroughly democratic constitution, was but slow 
and gradual ; as the memory of their ancient kings, for ex- 
ample, of Codrus, who fell in the defence of his country, was 
ever cherished by the Athenian people with love and reverence. 
The popular hatred in Athens was directed only against those 
leaders of the state who, like Pisistatus, after having obtained 
their power by means of popular influence, sought to stretch 
and perpetuate it by force of arms and the use of foreign 
mercenaries. Yet even Pisistratus possessed great qualities, 
and his sway was in general mild, and comformable to the laws 
of Solon; — it cannot be denied, however, that this was an 
usurped authority, and one founded on illegitimate force. At a 
later period, and when the Athenian state became more and 
more democratic — as there is not a more thankless being in all 
nature than the sovereign people, in its lawless and capricious 
rule, the people of Athens, jealous of their freedom, and too 
easily deluded by the arts of oratorical sophistry, pointed tlieir 
hatred at all the great men and deserving citizens of the state. 
The general Miltiades perished in prison ; Aristides the Just, 
Cimon and many others, fell the victims of ostracism, and died 
in exile, as did the great historians, Herodotus and Thucydides. 
Themistocles himself, who had been the liberator of Athens 
and of Greece, was obliged to take refuge at the court of the 
Persian monarch, from whom he received protection and hospi- 
tality. The wisest of the Athenians, the master of Plato, 
who had ever proved himself an honest citizen and a valiant 
defender of his country, received the cup of poison for his 
recompense. 

But we nowhere discover in the early ages of Athens, and 
of the other Greek republics, that hatred to kings and to 
royalty in general, which even the primitive history of Rome 
displays. Nay, in Sparta, amid a republican constitution, the 
kingly power and dignity were preserved inviolate down to 
the latest period ; while in Macedon a new monarchy grew up, 
whicu at flrst asserted a sort of protectorate over the other 
states, and at last established a very despotic ascendency over 
all Greece. Even in those states where the constitution was 
more democratical, that is to say, where it was founded, not on 
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ttii hereditary Hohility and the possession of the soilj hut chiefly 
on moveable property, on trade, and manufacttxres, we must 
not look for that sort of arithmetical freedom and equality 
which exists in some modern republics, for instance, in the 
United States of America. The number of citizens really 
free, eligible, and possessed of the right of suffrage, was 
exceedingly small when compared with the bulk of the popuIa“ 
tion— -by far the greater part were not so, and a multitude of 
bought slaves, especially in the commercial states, was employed 
in manufactures, and in the tillage of the land. This univer- 
sally prevalent custom— -the harsh treatment and oppression of 
slaves— forms a very painful contrast in the ancient republics, 
little corresponding to our own ideal of social happiness, and 
in itself very degrading to humanity. In the interior and 
more aristocratic states, slavery assumed another shape— the 
remnant of the original inhabitants of the soil, that had 
survived the conquest of their country, such as the Helots of 
Sparta, and the Fenestae of Thessaly, were not merely reduced 
by the conquerors in their newly -founded governments to the 
condition of vassals, as we should term them, or even of serfs ; 
but were degraded to a state of absolute slavery, and gene- 
really treated with great severity. If we except this one cir- 
cumstance, the aristocracy, that ruled in most of the ancient 
republics* of Greece, was, on the whole, tolerably well constituted; 
a number of accessory circumstances had tended to soften its 
sway, and even in some instances it was ennobled by high worth. 
Ancestral manners and customs — the very smallness of the 
states— all tended to mitigate its rule — a wise legislation, like 
that of Solon, and of other lawgivers animated by the same 
spirit, had at once consolidated and tempered its power ; while 
it was adorned by republican virtues, and many personal quali- 
ties in those elder and better times, ere tbe ancient simplicity 
of manners was yet totally corrupted. 

In most of tbe Greek republics, besides, commerce daily 
acquired greater influence and importance, and it was impos- 
sible in such a state of tbiugs that any rigidly exclusive aris- 
tocracy could have been formed, or could have long maintained 
its ascendency. Even the priesthood in Greece (for there 
was no danger of the political predominance of an heredi- 
tary sacerdotal caste, as in Egypt), — even the priesthood, by 
maintaining ancient manners, customs, and laws on wliiehv 
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indeed, tlieir own existence depended, exei-ted a mild and be- 
neficial influence in the state ; for they at least formed a coun- 
terpoise to a mere selfish aristocracy, and sometimes opposed 
the last barrier to democratic tyranny. 

The mysteries, too, in particular, which, although they did 
not at a later period, as in their origin, diffuse a sounder 
morality than the popular mythology, yet certainly inculcated 
more serious doctrines, and more spiritual views of life, ex- 
erted, together with the Olympic and Isthmian games, a 
gentle, and on the whole, a very beneficial influence, and 
served as a bond of connexion between the variously divided 
and discordant nations of Greece. Nay, these public and gym- 
nastic games, which were celebrated in the festive poetry of 
the Greeks, served to knit more firmly the bond of national 
union, so exceedingly loose among this people ; and many 
times, in a moment of danger, has the oracle of Delphi roused 
and united all the sons of Hellas. These political decisions of 
the oracle were not false, so far at least as in these critical 
moments they gave no other counsel to the Greeks, but that 
of patriotic courage, prudent firmness, and national concord. 

Widely dissimilar as were the Greek tribes and nations in 
their original seats and settlements, their occupations, and modes 
of living, their manners and politica]i institutions, they differed 
not less in the primitive elements of their civilisation. The Phoe- 
nician Cadmus, according to traaition, brought the alphabet, 
and with it, undoubtedly, many other elements of knowledge to 
the city of Thebes — the Egyptian Cecrops laid the ground- work 
of the old Athenian manners and government — the Thracian 
Orpheus, though his doctrines had much analogy to thase of 
Egypt, founded the widely diffused mysteries that bore his name, 
while he sought by song to mitigate the terrors of the lower 
world, and to overcome the powers of darkness. To these many 
other names might be added; and among them many which 
did not deduce their descent, like most, indeed, from Phoenicia 
and Egypt, but are clearly to be traced, as well as the doc- 
trines and sacred customs they introduced, to the North ; and, 
though they sprang more immediately fixim Asiatics on the 
northern side of the Caucasus, they were nearly allied to 
the nations dwelling further towards the north and west. 
The profound and concurrent researches of many modern 
scholars have adduced such numerous and repeated proofs from 
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antiquity, of the existence of this northern stratum in Greek 
an tiqui ties, that this branch of Grecian history, formerly neg- 
lected, must no longer pass unobserved. The Greeks were of 
very various extraction; and in the different countries of Greece 
we may distinguish, along with the Hellenes, two, if not more, 
principal nations, clearly distinct from the former. These 
were the Tliracians in the northern provinces, or at least 
in those immediately contiguous—- a race for the most part of 
northeiii descent, and, together with the Indian, the most 
numerous on the earth, aecoi ding to Herodotus — perhaps of the 
same origin with the nations on the banks of the Danube, or 
even tliose further northward. There were, next, the Pelasgi, 
the real aborigines of Greece, the authors of those gigantic 
walls and constructions, which are known in Italy by the name 
of Cyclopean, and in Greece by that of Pelasgic, and some of 
which still exist, besides several others that existed in the Pe- 
loponnesus, and which are mentioned by the ancients. These 
aborigines, or this primitive race of people, occur in many 
countries under the same, or at least, very similar, traits— to 
them we must ascribe those monuments of architecture we 
have just spoken of, a certain knowledge of metals, some rude 
religious rites, without any mythology, which was only of 
later origin, nay, without any names of specific divinities ; 
— human sacrifices — manners and customs, if not absolutely 
savage, still very rude and barbarous, and a constant restless- 
ness and disposition to roam. Deucalion alone is to be con- 
sidered as the ancestor of the Hellenes, as all the noble fami- 
lies of kings and heroes derived their descent from him, and 
the later tribes of Greece, the JSoiians, the Dorians, and 
lonians, took their names from his sons. According to every 
indication, this people would appear to be a Caucasian race of 
Asiatics, of Indian, or at least of a cognate, origin. When 
these Hellenes, JEolians, and Dorians, bad taken possession 
of Thessaly, of the adjacent countries, and the Peloponnesus, 
and had there formed settlements, the Pelasgi wei'8 eveiy- 
where dispossessed, or oppressed, and thrown into the back- 
ground. But they certainly were not entirely extirpated, nor 
did they emigrate in full numbers ; and it is beyond a doubt 
that various causes contributed to unite the old and new inha- 
bitants of Greece ; for here intermarriages were not entirely 
prohibited and rigidly prevented, as in India or Egypt, by the 
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Histitufcion of castes i and the two nations were gradually 
formed into one race and one people, according as the circum 
stances or situation of one country or the other favoured such 
an union. And hence we can understand why Herodotus, for 
example, should have attributed to the lonians in particular 
much that "was Pelasgic, as if under this new denomination 
they were in all essential points the ancient Pelasgi, or had 
mingled more with the latter, and were not of such a pure 
Hellenic race as the Dorians ; for in other respects, the Pelasgi 
and Hellenes are represented as being originally two perfectly 
distinct nations. The people of Thrace, too, although they 
continued as a separate nation to a much later period, un- 
doubtedly mingled considerably with the Hellenic tribes that 
inhabited the borders of Thrace^ or that lived among the inha- 
bitants of that country. 

The primitive inhabitants of Greece were, in general, ex- 
tremely rude and barbarous in their manners and tenets j until 
the noble race of Prometheus, the sons of Deucalion, who had 
come from the regions of Mount Caucasus, and colonies still 
more civilised that had emigrated from Phoenicia, Egypt, and 
other couotiies of Asia, exerted their beneficial influence, and 
gave by degrees an entirely new form and fashion to the people 
of Greece, and even to the country itself. For that region, 
which afterwai'ds presented so beautiful an aspect, which was 
so richly endowed, and splendidly embellished by the hand of 
nature, was, until it had been well cultivated and fertilised, and 
until the power of boisterous elements had beeu subdued, a 
complete wilderness, and the scene of many violent revolutions 
of nature; which were very naturally considered as a sort of par- 
tial and feeble imitation of* the destructive and universal flood 
of eider times, when water was the all -prevailing element on the 
earth. In Greece there was an old obscure tradition, of the 
original existence of a continent called Lectonia, which occupied 
a portion of the subsequent Greek sea, and of which the islands 
form now the only existing remains ; the rest of the continent 
having been sunk and destroyed, at the very time when the 
Black Sea, which had been originally connected with the Cas- 
pian, hurst through the Bosphorus; and precipitated its waves 
into the Mediterranean. At this very remote period, all Thes- 
saly was one vast lake, till, in a natural catastrophe of a similar 
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kind, the river Peneiis burst its waj tlirougli a defile of rocks, 
and found an outlet into the sea. The lake Copais in Boeotia 
in an inundation overflowed the whole circumjacent fiat country 
in tiie time of Ogyges; and thus the name and tradition of 
Ogyges served afterwards to designate the epoch of those early 
floods. At a later period, and when the civilisation of the 
Greeks was more advanced, in the true flourishing era of their 
power and literature, the two principal races among this people, 
the lonians and the Dorians, were completely opposed to each 
other in arts and manners, in government, inodes of thinking, 
and even in philosophy. Athens was at the head of the Ionic 
race ; Sparta took the lead in the Doric confederacy ; and this 
internal discord did not a little contribute towards the utter 
ruin of Greece, and towards the consummation of that internal 
and external anarchy that dragged all things into its abyss. 

Now that we enter upon that period when all the great po- 
litical events have been sufficiently described, and partly, at 
least, set forth with incomparable talent, by the great classical 
historians of antiquity; by a multitude or writers that have 
borrowed from that source, or have worked upon those lofty 
models ; it would be idle to repeat what is universally known, 
and to recount, in long historical detail, how, after contests 
and struggles of less importance, the glory of Greece burst 
forth in dl its lustre in her resistance to Persian might; how, 
soon after, she exhausted her best strength in the great Pelo- 
ponnesian civil war betwixt Sparta and Athens, and how both 
those states ruined themselves in the idle ambition of maintain- 
ing the r)^€iJ^ovm as they called it, or the superiority and pre- 
ponderance in the political system of Greece ; — how, after the 
short dominion of the Thebans under their single great man, 
Epaminondas, the Macedonians became lords of the ascendant, 
and ruled for along time with despotic sway; — and, finally, how 
Greece obtained an apparent freedom under the generous pro- 
tection of Rome, and was soon after reduced to a state of per- 
manent vassalage under her prefects and her legions : — this in- 
structive and, we may well say, eternal history, may be read, 
studied, and meditated on in all its ample details and living clear- 
ness in the pages of tjbe great classical historians of antiquity. 
The knowledge of all these historical facts must be here pre-sup- 
posed, and I must confine myself to a rapid and lively sketch of 
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the lutellectual character and moral life of the Greeks, in their 
relation to the rest of mankind, and according to the place which 
they occupy in universal history. 

In this point of view, all that is universally interesting m the 
character, life, and intellect of the Greeks will be best and most 
easily classed under three categories. The first is the divine 
in their system of art, or the mythology that was so closely 
intei’woven with their traditions and their fictions, their whole 
arrangement of life, their customs, and political institutions ; 
and which so much excites our astonishment and admiration. 
The second is their science of nature — a science so natural to 
them, and which embraced all the objects of nature and the 
world, as well as of history, and even man himself, with the 
utmost clearness of perception, sagacity of intellect, and beauty 
and aiiimation of expression — a science that, from its earliest in- 
fancy down to its complete perfection in the writings of Plato and 
Aristotle, has established the lasting glory of the Greeks, and has 
had a deep and abiding influence on the human mind, through 
all succeeding ages. The third and last category, in this por- 
trait of the Greek intellect and character, is the political rational- 
ism in Greece^s latter days, founded on those maxims and prin- 
ciples which had finally triumphed after the most violent con- 
test of parties, and under which the state was entirely swayed 
by the arts of eloquence and the power of rhetoric, now become 
a real political authority in society. All that can be said truly 
to the honour of the ancient Greek states, and their republican 
virtues, has been briefly noticed above. Their decay and gene- 
ral anarchy, and final subjugation by Rome, may be well ac- 
counted for by the decline of the Greek philosoj)hy, and the 
consequent corruption of morals and doctrine — by that dominion 
of sophists, unparalleled at least in ancient history, whose 
pernicious art of a false rhetoric was the bane of public life, 
government, and all national greatness. 

The marvellous and living mythology in the glorious old 
poetry of Greece justly occupies here the first place; for all arts, 
even the plastic arts, had their origin in this first Homeric source. 
And this fresh living stream of mythic fictions and heroic tra- 
ditions which has flowed and continues to flow, through all ages 
and nations in the est, proves to us, by a mighty historical 
experience, which determines even the most difficult problems 
(and this hasbetyn univerally acknowledged in Christian Europe). 
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that all classical education — all high intelleetiial refinement, is 
and should he grounded on poetry — that is to say, on a poetry 
which, like the Homeric, springs out of natural feelings and 
embraces the world with a clear, intuitive glance. For there 
can he no comprehensive culture of the human mind,— no high 
and harmonious development of its powers, and the various 
faculties of the soul, '—unless all those deep feelings of life, that 
mighty, productive energy of human nature, the marvellous 
imagination, he awakened and excited, and by that excitement 
and exertion, attain an expansive, noble, and beautiful form. 
This the experience of all ages has proved, and hence the glory 
of the Homeric poems, and of the whole intellectual refinement 
of the Greeks, which has thence sprung, has remained imperish- 
able. Were the mental culture of any people founded solely 
on a dead, cold, abstract science, to the exclusion of all poetry ; 
such a mere mathematical people — with minds thus sharpened 
and pointed by mathematical discij^liiie, would and could never 
possess a rich and various intellectual existence ; nor even pro- 
bably ever attain to a living science, or a true science of life. 
The characteristic excellence of this Homeric poetry, and in 
general of all the Greek poetry, is that it observes a wise me- 
dium between the gigantic fictions of Oriental imaginationj 
even as the purer creations of Indian fancy display; and that 
distinctness of view, that broad knowledge and observation of 
the world, which distinguish the ages of prosaic narrative, when 
the relations of society become at once more refined and more 
complicated. In this poetry, these two opposite, and almost 
incompatible, qualities are blended and united — the fresh en- 
thusiasm of the most living feelings of nature — a blooming, 
fertile, and captivating fancy, and a clear intuitive perception 
of life, are joined with a delicacy of tact, a purity and harmony 
of taste, excluding all exaggeration — all hike ornament — and 
which few nations since the Greeks, none perhaps in an equal 
degree, certainly none before them, have ever possessed to a 
like extent. 

This poetry was most intimately interwoven with the whole 
public life of the Greeks — the public spectacles, games, and 
popular festivals were so many theatres for poetry ; nay music 
and the gymnastic exercises were the ground-work, and formed 
almost the whole scope, of a high, polite, and liberal education 
among the Greeks. Both were so in a very wide, compre- 
f 
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liensive, and significant sense of the term. . The gymnastic 
struggles, the peculiar object of the public games, and where 
the luiiuan frame attained a beautiful form and expansion 
by every species of exercise— the gymnastic struggles had a 
vovy close connexion with, and may be said to have formed 
the basis for, the imitative arts, especially sculpture, which, 
without that habitual contemplation of the most exquisite forms 
afforded by these games, could never have acquired so bold, 
free, and animated a representation of the human body. 
Music, or the art of the Muses, included not only the art of 
melody, but the poetry of song. Still the plan of Grecian 
education and refinement was ever of too narrow and exclusive 
a character j and when at a la ter period, rhetoric came to form 
one of its elements, the Greeks considered it (what indeed it 
never should be considered) as a sort of gymnastic exercise for 
the intellect, a species of public spectacle, where eloquence, 
little solicitous about the truth, only sought to display its art or 
address in the combat. And in the same way philosophy, 
when the Greeks attained a knowledge of it, came to be re- 
garded, according to the narrow and exclusive principles of 
their system of education, as nothing more than a species of 
intellectual melody, the internal harmony of thought and 
mind — the music of the soul ; till later, by means of the 
sophists, and popular sycophants that deluded their age, it sunk 
into the all-destructive abyss of false rhetoric, which was the 
death of true science and genuine art, and which, in the shape 
of logic and metaphysics, had as injurious an influence on the 
schools as a false and political eloquence had on the state and 
on public life. That principle of harmony which formed the 
leading tenet of the primitive philosophy of Greece before the 
introduction of sophistry, was not an ignoble — it was even a 
beautiful, idea, although it might be far from solving the high 
problems and questions of philosophy, or satisfying the deeper 
inquiries of the human mind. 

It was from these public games, popular festivals, and great 
poetical exhibitions, w^hich had such a mighty and important 
influence on the whole public life of the Greeks, and which 
served to knit so strongly the bonds of the Hellenic confe- 
deracy, that, by means of the odes, specifically designed for 
sucli occasions, the theatre, and the whole dramatic art of the 
Greeks, derived their origin. This poetr>% wluch is less s:ene* 
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rally intelligible to other nations and times than the Homeric 
poems, hecanse it enters more deeply into the individnal life of 
the Greeks, does not display less invention, suhlmiity^ and 
depth of art, from that ideal beauty which pervades its whole 
character, and from its lofty tone of feehog. Even the Doric 
odes of Pindar, amid their milder beauties, rise often to the 
tragic grandeur of the succeeding poets, or to the comprehen- 
sive and epic fulness of the old MiBonian bard* 

Ko nation has as yet been able to equal the charm and ame- 
nity of Homer, the elevation of ^Eschylus, and the noble beauty 
of Sophocles ; and perhaps it is wrong even to aspire to tlieir 
excellence, for true beauty and true sublimity can never he ac- 
quired in the path of imitation. Euripides, who lived in the 
times when rhetoric was predominant, is ranked with the great 
poets we have named by such critics only, as are unable to 
comprehend and appreciate the whole elevation of Grecian in- 
tellect, and to discern its peculiar and characteristic depth. It 
is worthy of remark, as it serves to show the general propensity 
of Grecian intellect for the boldest contrasts, that these loftiest 
productions of tragedy, and which have retained that character 
of unrivalled excellence through all succeeding ages, were ac- 
companied by the old popular comedy which while its inven- 
tive fancy dealt in the boldest fictions of mythology, and in the 
humorous exhibitions of the gods, made it its peculiar business 
to fasten on all the follies of ordinary life and to exhibit them 
to public ridicule without the least reserve. 

That the sensual worship of nature, the basis of all heathen- 
ism, and more particularly so of the Greek idolatry, must have 
had a very prejudicial influence on Greek morals ; that the 
want of a solid system of ethics, founded on God and divine 
truth, must have given rise to great corruption even in a more 
simple period of society ; and that this already prevalent cor- 
ruption must have increased to a frightful extent in the g-eneral 
degradation of the state — is a matter evident of itself ; and it 
would be no difficult task to draw from the pages of the popu- 
lar comedy we have just spoken of, and from other sources, a 
» terrific picture of the moral habits of the Greeks. Yet I know 
not whether such a description w'ould be necessary, or even 
advantageous, for the purpose of this philosophy of history — the 
more so, as it would not be difficult to draw from similar sources 
of imiuo!ality, and from the now usual statistics of vice and 
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erIiB€) a sketch of the moral eonditioii of one or more Chnstiao 
natioiiSj that ’vvould by no means accord with the pre-conceived 
notion oF the great moral superiority of modem times. We 
may thus tiie more willing'ly rest contented with a general 
aekiiowledgenieiit of the great moral depravity of mankind,, 
which exists wherever mighty pow’ers and strong motives of a 
su|>erior order do not counteract it, and which must have 
broken out more conspicuously there, where, as among the 
Greeks, tlie prevailing religion was a paganism that promoted 
and sanctioned sensuality. In regard to the poetry and plastic 
arts of the Greeks, it must even strike us as a matter of asto- 
nislmient that it is in comparatively but few passages, and few 
works, this pagan sensuality appears in a manner hurtful to 
dignity of st)’le and harmony of expression. It would not at 
least have suiprised us had this defect been oftener apparent, 
when we consider the doctrines and views of life generally pre- 
valent in antl(p,iity ; for it was, in most cases, less the sterner 
dictates of morality tliat prevented the recurrence of this defect 
than an exquisite sense of propriety, which even In art is the out- 
wai‘d drapery that girds and sets off beauty. Besides a mere 
conventional concealment cannot be imposed as a law on the art 
of sculpture ; our moral feelings are much less offended by the 
representation of nudity in the pure noble style of the best 
antiques, than by the disg’uised sensuality which marks many 
spurious productions of modern art. In poetry and in art, at 
least ill the elder and flourishing period, the Creeks have, for 
the most part, attained to internal harmony — in philosophy 
they w'ere much less fortunate — and least of all in public life, 
which was almost always distracted, and at last utteidy jarring, 
dissonant, and ruinous. 

1 called the science of the Greeks a natural science, and in 
this quality, which it possessed in so eminent a degree, it affords 
us the highest instruction, and is of itself extremely interesting ,* 
for in its origin, this science proceeded chiefl-y, almost exclusively, 
from nature — pursued a sequestered and solitary path — a 
stranger to poetry and mythology which was there predominant, 
far removed from public and political life — and often even in 
an attitude of hostility towards the state. The physical sciences, 
and particularly natural history, were created by the Greeks — 
so was the science of medicine, in which Hippocrates is still 
honoured as the greatest master ; and geometry and the ancient 
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system of astronomy were handed down to posterity^ conside- 
rably enlarged and improved by the labours of the Greeks. In 
the second place, Grecian science may be denominated a fiatural 
science, because, as it directed its attention successively to the 
various objects of the world, of life, and to man himself^ it ever 
took a thoroughly natural view of all things, and even in self- 
knowledge, in practical life, and in history, sought to seize and 
comprehend the nature of man, and to unfold the character of 
his being, with the utmost precision of language, and according 
to conceptions derived exclusively from life. Thus when Plato 
and his followers direct their pliilosopbical inquiries to objects 
lying beyond, and fir exalted above, the sphere of nature and 
real life, we must regard these inquiries as exceptions from the 
ordinary practice of Grecian intellect, and from the ruling spirit 
of its speculations; in the same way as the eNpeditions of Alex- 
ander the Great form an exception from the usual routine of 
Grecian polities Lastly, Grecian science may he denominated 
a natural science, because philosophy, founded on the old basis 
of poetry and» classical culture, allied to history, and the lan- 
guage and symbols of tradition, assumed in general a form 
clear, beautiful, animated, mid eminently conformable to nature 
and tbe mind of man; and however much this philosophy may 
at times have been lost and bewildered in the void of a false 
dialectic, it still never perished in the petrifying chill of abstract 
speculations. And even Plato, though his philosophy so far 
transcended the ordinary sphere of Grecian intellect, had been 
well nurtured in Hellenic eloquence, art, and culture— and, in 
all these, was himself the greatest master. 

With this profound and lofty feeling for nature, did the early 
philosophers of Greece, who were chiefly lonians, like Thales, 
Anaximenes, and Heraclitus, consider respectively watex’, aii’, 
and fire, as the primary powers of nature and of all things ; 
and it was only Anaxagoras, the master of Socrates, who first 
clearly expounded the nature of that supreme and divine intel- 
ligence ^vhich created nature and regulates the world. Prior 
to this philosopher, Pleraciitus had asserted this doctrine, per- 
haps with greater purity— certainly with more depth and pene- 
tx'ation ; but in his obscure writings it is less intelligibly ex- 
pi'essed. With his supreme intelligence in nature, Anaxagoras 
lionjomed the o/ietopepea, that is to say, not the real atoms of 
a lifeless matter, but rather the animated substance of material 
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life. Thus Ms doctrine was a simple system of dualism,; quite: 
ifi liannony, it would seem, with the feelings of those early 
ages, as we have noticed a similar system in the liistory of 
Indian philosophy. These old Ionian philosophers in general 
regarded only the internal life in nature and all existence — 
the constant change and endless vicissitude in the world and in 
all tilings ; and hence many of them began to doubt, and at 
last finally denied, the existence of any thing steadfast and en- 
during. According to that law and march of contrast, which 
Grecian intellect, whetlier consciously or unconsciously, invari- 
ably pursued, these Ionian philosophers were now opposed by 
the scliooi of Parinenides, wdiich inculcated the doctrine of an 
all -pervading unity — and taughtthat this principle was the first 
and last, tlie sole, true, permanent, and eternal Being. Although 
this system was at first ^iropounded in verse, it was by no means, 
in its essential and I'uiing spirit, a poetical pantheism^ lilce that 
of the Indians — but more cong’enial with the intellectual 
habits of tiie Greidcs, it was a pantheism thorouglily dialectic, 
which at first regarded all cluwige as an illusion and idle |)he- 
noinenon, and at last positively denied the possibility of change, 
Between these two extreme schools appeared the great dis- 
ciple of Socrates, who sought, by a path of inquiry completely 
new, completely foreign to the Greeks — by a range of specu- 
lation which soared far above the world of sense, and outward 
experience, as well as above mere logic, to return to the 
supreme Godhead, infinitely exalted above all nature — deriving 
the notion of the Deity from immediate intuition, primeval 
revelation, or profound internal reminiscence. By this doctrine 
of reminiscence, which is the fundamental tenet of tlie Platonic 
system, this philosophy has a strong coincidence or affinity with 
the Indian doctrine of the metempsychosis, by the supposition 
it involves of the prior existence of the human soul To such 
a notion of the pre-existence of the soul, in the literal ^ense of 
tlie term, no system of Christian philosophy could easily sub- 
scribe. But if, as there is no reason to prevent us, we should 
understand this Platonic notion of reminiscence in a more 
apirituai sense — as the awakening or resuscitation of the con- 
sciousness of the divine image implanted in our souls— as the 
souls perception of that image ; this theory would then per- 
fectly coincide with the Christian doctrine of the divine image 
originally stamped on the human soul, aud of the iuternal iliu- 
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mlnation of the soul by the renovatioa of that image; and 
hence we ought in no way to be astonished that this Platonic 
mode of thmking— for such it is rather than any exclusive 
system, as it is the first great philosophy of revelation clothed 
and propounded in an European form— should have ever ap- 
peared so captivating to the profound thinkers of Christianity. 
In Plato’s time, that host of sophists who had sprung out of 
the dialectic contests of the earlier philosophy, out of its rejec- 
tion and disbelief of every thing permanent, immutable, and 
etenud in nature, in life, and in knowledge, as well as out of 
the democratic spirit of the fige, and the ever-prevailing immo- 
rality — in Plato’s time, that host of sophists completely bewil- 
dercKl and confused the public mind, poisoned all principle and 
morality in their very source, and accomplished the ruin of 
society in Greece in general, and in Athens in particular. And 
the masterly portrait wdiich Plato has given us of these sophists 
exhibits well this race, and the pernicious influence they exerted 
over Grecian intellect, and the whole circle of Grecian states ; 
and this political influence of the sophists forms the third epoch 
ill the history of Greece, which, by means of these popular 
sycophants, became daily more and more democratic, till at last 
it perished in anarchy. 

The more ancient philosophers of Greece lived almost all in a 
state of retirement from public life, taking no part in political 
affairs, or evincing very evident sentiments of hostility to the 
governments and republics of their native country. They were 
almost all unfriendly to the prevailing principles of democracy; 
and the ideal governments, w'hich they, as well as Plato, have 
sketched, were all in the spirit of a very rigid aristocracy of 
virtue and law — evincing a very marked predilection for that 
form of government as it existed, though in a state of great 
degeneracy, among the Doric Greeks. Long before Plato, the 
Pythagoreans had inculcated doctrines perfectly similar, or at 
least of a ve^ry kindred nature ; and with the view and purpose 
of introducing their principles into public life, by which un- 
doubtedly the governments and the whole frame of society in 
Greece, as well as the whole system of Grecian thought, would 
have assumed a totally new and different .shape. But before 
the Pythagorean confederacy, which was so w'idely diffused 
through the Greek states of Southern Italy, w^as able to accom- 
plish its design, the violent re-action of an opposite party 
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chinkers destroyed it, or at least deprived it of all aseendeucy 
and political intiuence. 

The age of ilristotle concurred with that of the Macedonian 
sway to terminate anarchy of every kind. To the old evil of a 
false dialectic, which had become an inveterate habit, and, as 
it were, a second nature to Grecian intellect, he endeavoured 
to oppose Ins ample aud substantial logic; and this must be 
regarded not so much as a wondexful orgamim^ a living and 
never-failing source of scientific truth, but rather as a remedy 
for that disease of a false, sophistical rhetoric, so prevalent in 
his own age, and the one immediately preceding— ancl which 
had brought about the ruin of all truths, and an universal 
anarchy of doctrines, even in practical life. With a perspica- 
cious, penetrative, and comprehensive intellect, he has reduced 
all the philosophic, and all the historical science of preceding 
ages and of his own time, to a clear, well-ordered system, fiir 
the ample instruction of posterity:— in both these sciences, as 
well as in natural history, he has remained, down to the latest 
time, the master-guide. In those parts of his philosophy whi(di 
lie between this natural science and the old dialectic contests, 
in its primary and fundamental principles, the system of Aris- 
totle, when rightly understood, contains much that leads to the 
most dangerous errors, especially in his notion of God : though 
we cannot with justice impute to him the abuse which has been 
made of his philosophy in subsequent ages. Notwithstanding 
the many excellent things which are to be found in the Ethics 
of Aristotle, considered merely as an effort of unassisted reason ; 
yet in all the inquiries after a higher truth — after the first 
notion of the divine which, in the elder philosophy of nature, 
was so imperfectly understood, and which in the consummate 
rationalism of Aristotle was completely misapprehended — in all 
these important inquiries, the Stagyrite is far from being such 
a guide as Plato ; and his philosophy is not like the Platonic, a 
scientific introduction to the Christian revelation, and to the 
knowledge of divine truths. The later systems of philosophy 
among* the Greeks were, with some slight variations of form, 
mere repetitions, often only mere combinations and com- 
pilations, of the ancient philosophy ; or they exliiblted a 
thorough degeneracy of science and intellect, as in the atomical 
system of Epicurus, which even on life and morals had an 
atomical influence. 
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I'he Greek states have long since disappeared from tlie face of 
tlie earth — the republicSj as well as the Macedonian kingdoms 
foutided by Alexander^ have long since ceased to exist. Many 
centuries'—iiear two thousand years, have elapsed, since a ves- 
tige remained of that ancient greatness and transitory power. 
If the celebrated battles and other mighty events of those ages 
are still known to us ; if they still excite in ns a lively interest, 
it is principally because they have been delineated with such 
incomparable beauty, such instructive interest, by the great 
classical writers. It is not the republican governments of 
Greece, nor the brief and fleeting period of Grecian liberty, 
vvhich was so soon succeeded by civil war and anarchy — it is 
not the universal empire of Macedon, which tvas but of short 
iluralioii, and was soon swallowed up in the Roman or Parthian 
domination — it is not these that mark out the place which 
Greece occu|ves in the great wliole of universal history, nor the 
mighty and important part she has had in the civilisation of 
mankind. The share allotted to her was the light of science in 
its most ample extent, and in ail the clear brilliance of exposi- 
tion which it could derive from art. It is in this intellectual 
s[)liere only that the Greeks have been gifted with extraordinary 
|)f)wer, and have exerted a miirhtv influence on after-ages. 
Plato and Aristotle, lar more man Leoniaas and Alexander the 
Great, contain nearly the sum and essence of all truly perma- 
nent and influential which the Greeks have bequeathed to pos- 
terity. It is evident that I include under these great names the 
whole classical culture which formed the basis of this Greek 
science — the general reflnement of minds — the fine arts, and 
above all, the glorious old poetry of Greece. We have to men- 
tion another department of Greek science, wdierein from its 
natural clearness and liveliness, its profound observation of 
man, the most eminent success was attained. And the pre- 
eminence consists in this— that historical art, as well as histo- 
rical research, w^as originated by the Greeks, and that both 
have attained a degree of perfection which has been almost ever 
unknown to the Asiatic nations, and which even the moderns 
have only imitated by degrees upon tlie great models of anti- 
quity. The hither of history, Herodotus, has not been without 
reason compared to Homer, on account of his manifold charms, 
and the clearness and fulness of his narrative. We remain in 
utter astonishment when we reflect on the depth and extent of 
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Ills knowIedgGj researelieSj inquiries, and remarks on the his- 
tory and antiquities of the various nations of the earth, and 
of mankind in general. The deeper and more comprehensive 
the researches of the moderns have been on ancient history, 
the more have their regard and esteem for Herodotus increased, 
the latter classical iiistorians display much rhetoric ; but this 
was natural, when ’ve consider what a mighty influence rhetoric 
exerted on public life, and that it had become an all-ruling 
power in the state. This Mse rhetonc, that idle pomp of 
words, the death of ail genuine poetry and higher art, as the 
endless strifes of a false dialectic are the ruin of all sane and 
legitimate science, of all precision of intellect, and soundness of 
judgment — this false rhetoric, by the exclusively sophistical 
turn whicli it gave to the public mind and public opinion, acce- 
lerated the downfal of government, and of all public virtues in 
Greece. 

The third category or sphere of Grecian intellect and 
Grecian life which I designated after that of divine art, and natu- 
ral science, and the varied knowledge of man, political 
rationulisM* I have used that expression, chiefly in reference 
to the later ages of the Greek republics, as it is the quality 
whicli eminently distinguished them from the Asiatic states, 
and those of modern Europe. 

In the later ages of Athens, and of the other democratic 
states, the rationalist principles of freedom and equality were 
tlie sole prevailing and recognised maxims of government. 
Considered in this historical point of view, the chief difference 
between the two principal forms of government consists in this 
— that the republic is, or at least tends to be, the government 
of reason ; while monarchy is founded on the higher principles 
of faith and love. But the distinction lies rather in the ruling 
spirit, the moral principle which animates these two govern- 
ments, than in their mere outward form. Republics which are 
founded on ancient laws and customs, on hereditary rights, and 
usages, on faith in the sanctity of hereditary right, on attach- 
ment to ancestral manners (as was undoubtedly the case with 
the Greek republics in the early ages of their history), such 
states, so hir froin being opposed to the true spirit of monarchy, 

In the German, Vernurift-&taat» the government of reason. 
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are, to all essential purposes, of a kindred nature witlx it. Such-, 
too, are those happy republics which, content with the narrow 
limits of their power and existence, at peace with other states, 
devoid of ambition, firmly wedded to their ancient rites and 
customs, figure but little on the arena of history, and occupy 
but small space in the columns of the gazetteer. In a mo- 
narchy, attachment to the hereditary sovereign and to the royal 
dynasty is the corner-stone and the firmest pillar of the state-— 
' whole provinces may be conquered, and important battles may be 
lost ; but while this foundation of love remains unshaken— while 
this principle is in active operation, the edifice of the state will 
stand unmoved. 

The next foundation of monarchy is faith in ancient rights— 
in tlie heritage of ancestral customs and privileges, according 
to the several relations of the different classes of the state ; and 
we should beware, in a monarchical government, not to touch oi 
violate with an incautious hand, or change without necessity, 
hereditary rights and usages which time has consecrated, for 
such heedless changes shake the very foundations of the sociai 
edifice. When a monarchy is founded on a written contract 
(whether it be intended as a sort of treaty of peace, with some 
party aspiring to dominion in the state, or be only the suc- 
cessful experiment of some scientific theory of political ration- 
alism), such a government, though it may preseiwe the outward 
form, has ceased, in all essential points* to be a monarchy ac- 
cording to the old acceptation ot the term. An absolute go- 
vernment, whatever shape it may assume, whether it take the 
form of republicanism, and adopt the rationalist principles of 
freedom and equality— principles which in the nature of things, 
and according to the very constitution of human reason, arc 
almost ever inseparable from a spirit of progressive encroach- 
ment in foreign |X)licy (as is sufficiently proved by the inordinate 
ambition, the insatiable thirst of power whielx distinguished the 
great republics of antiquity, in proportion as they became more 
democratic, and more a prey to anarchy), or whether the abso- 
lute government assume the lawless and illegitimate sway of a 
military despotism — ^^Buch a government may indeed be esta- 
blished in a sort of equipoise, circumscribed within tolerably rea- 
sonable limits, and preserved at least in its physical existence 
y means of such a WTitten compact as we have spoken of above* 
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But tbe old Cliristian state — the state which is founded in faith 
and love — can he renovated and re-established^ not hy the mere 
dead letter of any theory, though it should contain nothing but 
the pure dogmatic truth— but by faith — by love — by the re- 
iigious energy of all the great fundamental principles of moral 
■life. 
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LECTURE IX. 

Character of the Romans — Sketch of their Conquests— On strict La%'r, 
and the Law of Equity in its application to History, and according 
to the Idea of Divine Justice— Commencement of the Christian Dis- 
pensation. 

Instead of that astonisliing variety in the states, the races, the 
political constitutions, the manners, styles of art, and modes of 
intellectual cultivation, which divided from its very origin the 
social existence of Greece— a division which gave a more rich 
and diversihed aspect to Greek civilisation— the ancient history 
of Italy shows us, on the contrary, how every thing merged 
more and more in the one, eternal, imperishable, ever-prospe- 
rous, ever-progressive, and at last all-devouring, city — Rome. 
The first ages, indeed, of Italy— the piimitive nations that 
settledin that country— such as tin Peiasgi, whose early historical 
existence is attested by those Cyclopean, or more properly, 
Pelasglc walls and constructions still extant there — the Etruscans 
(according to some authors, descended from the more noi'thern 
race of Rhcetians), from whom the Romans horrovved so many* 
of their idolatrous rites and customs — the Sabines and Samnites* 
the Latins and the Trojans — lastly, the Celts in northern, 
and the Greeks in southern, Italy — all in their several rela- 
tions to one another, and in tlie various commixture of their 
origin and progress, open a wide field of intricate investiga- 
tion and perplexing research to the historical inquirer. But 
from the general point of view taken in universal history, 
all this antiquarian learning soon falls into the backgTound, 
in the presence of that great central city which quickly absorbs 
into itself all the ancient states of Italy, and Italy itself,, 
and which, though originally composed of many hetei-ogeueous 
elements — Latin, Sabine, and Etruscan — still was very early 
moulded into an unity of character — and whose ulterior growth 
and progress, slow inaeed at first, but soon as fearfully rapid as 
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it was inaraeasurably great, principally attracts the notice of the 
historical observer. In the later, and still more jn the early, 
ages of Fiorne, tlie national idolatry was less poetically wrought 
and adorned than that of the Greeks — it was altogether much 
simpler, ruder, and more seidous than the latter. Even the 
word religio, to take it in its first signification as a second tie, 
corresponds to a far more definite and serious object than can be 
found in the gay mythology of the popular religion of the 
Greeks. Idolatrous rites were closely interwoven into the whole 
life of the ancient Romans. As the twins of Mars, Romulus 
and Remus, who were suckled by the she-wolf, were called the 
founders of the city ; so Mars himself was honoured by the 
Romans as their real progenitor, and principal national divinity 
— particularly under the name of Gradivus, that is to say, the 
swift for battle, or the strider of the earth. The sacred shields 
of brass which, on certain appointed festivals, were borne in the 
military dances, the Palladium, the sceptre of the venerable 
Priam, formed, together with similar relics of antiquity, the 
seven holy pledges of the eternal duration and ever-flourishing 
increase of the seven-hilled city, which was honoured under 
t!u*ee different names; one whereof was ever kept secret, while 
the other two referred to its blooming strength and ever-en- 
during powder. The ancient cities of the Greeks, those of the 
Italian nations, whether akin to them, or otherwise, possessed, 
indeed, their tutelary deities, their particular sanctuaries, their 
highly revered Palladium, some ancient oracles, and certain 
religious rites and festivals consecrated to their honour. But 
it would not be easy to find another example where the tra- 
ditionary reverence, we might almost say, the old hereditary 
deification of the city, had, from the earliest period, taken 
such deep root in the minds of men ; and where such a formal 
worship wQS so intimately interwoven with manners, customs, 
and even maxims of state, as among the Romans. And when 
an universal monarchy had sprung out from this single city, it 
was still that city — it was still eternal Rome that was ever re- 
garded, not merely as the centre, hut as the essence of the 
whole — the personified conception of the state— the grand idea 
of the empire. The early traditions of the Homans which, though 
from the commencement of the city they assume the garb of 
authentic history (as in the pages of Livy for instance), yet arc 
for a long time to be regarded mostly as mere traditions,— 
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evince a fact well entitled to our consideration,— as it serves tc, 
sliow how that strong, inflexible, hut harsh, Roman character, 
such as the later records of history display, manifested itself even 
in the earliest infancy of this people ; — it is this, that among 
no other nation, did historical recollections even of the remotest 
antiquity exert such a powerful influence on life, or strike so 
deep a root in the minds of men. Nearly five hundred years 
had elapsed since the time of the elder Brutus, when, in the 
Roman world now so mightily changed, a citizen appealed to the 
second Brutus in these words — Brutus, thou sleepest” — as if to 
urge him to that deed which the first had perpetrated on the proud 
Tarquin, and by which that celebrated name had become iden- 
dfied with the idea of a hold deliverer. An ardent liatred 
towards all kings, and towards royalty itself, which from that 
period remained ever deeply fixed in the Roman mind, charac- 
terised this people even in the most ancient period of their his- 
tory. Not only in the remarks and reflections of the later 
Homan historians on the first ages of Rome, but in facts them- 
selves, as in the case of Spurius Cassius, we may trace the 
natural concomitant of this hatred — a passionate jealousy of all 
powerful party -chiefs, and democratic leaders, who were perhaps 
suspected, or probably convicted, of aspiring to supreme power 
in the state, and aiming at the establishment of tyranny — as if the 
Romans even then had a clear presentiment of the inevitable fate 
that awaited an empire like theirs, and of the quarter whence their 
ruin would proceed. Even in the first ages, the Patricians and 
Plebeians appear on the historical arena, not only as separate 
classes, such as existed in almost all ancient states, and between 
whom no matrimonial ties could he formed originally at Home ; 
but as political parties, in a state of mutual hostility, each of 
which strove to obtain the ascendency in the forum and in the 
state. 

The old Romans of these early times were strangers to those 
various systems of legislation, those rhetorical treatises of juris - 
prudence, conceived mostly on democratic princi{.)les, or to those 
opposite political theories composed in an aristocratic spirit, 
which the Greeks then possessed in such abundance. On the 
contrary, the Romans manifested even then, in the primitive 
period of their existence, a deep, perspicacious, practical sense, 
and a mighty political instinct, which showed itself in their first 
institutions of state. Even in the first idea of the Tribunate— 
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Es a regular mode of popular representation, an element of 
opposition introduced into tlie very constitution of the state — 
there was contained the germ of that mighty political power 
and action, which afterwards a man of energetic character, like 
Tiberius Gracchus, knew how to exert. This power, had it been 
kept within due limits, might have proved most beneficial to the 
community ; and a single man, endowed with such a character, 
and animated by the same spirit of a true patriotic opposition, 
has often accomplished more at Rome, than whole parliaments in 
modern free states. The authority of the Censor, negative and 
restrictive in itself, but still not merely judicial — and which 
over the conduct of persons was very extensive —the excep- 
tional institution of the Dictatorship, in the early ages of Rome 
by no means so dangerous — were so many just, and practical 
political discoveries of the Romans, which evince their states - 
man-iike genius, and which even in later times, among other 
nations, and under various forms, have served as real and effec- 
tual elements in the constitution of states. 

The interest of those two parties — the Plebeians and the 
Patricians — concurred fully but in one point'— the desire which 
both had of constantly invading the neighbouring nations, and 
obtaining landed possessions for themselves in the conquests 
they made for the state. The Plebeians ever and again cherished 
the ho|)e of being able to obtain for their profit, and that of 
the poorer citizens, a sort of distribution of the state-lands won 
in war. But as the Patricians were mostly invested with aH 
the high offices and dignities in war as well as peace, they knew 
how to turn all the opportunities of conquest to their best 
advantage, how-ever much they might on particular occasions 
postpone their private interests as individuals to the general 
interests of the state. Although, so long as their ancient prin- 
ciples remained unchanged, the Romans were distinguished for 
the utmost disinterestedness in regard to their country, and 
for great simplicity of manners, and even frugality in private 
life, they were in all their foreign enterprises, even in the 
earliest times, exceedingly covetous of gain, or rather of land ; 
for it was in land, and the produce of the soil, that their prin- 
cipal, and almost only wealth consisted. The old Romans were 
a thoroughly agricultural people; and it was only at a later 
period that ctnnmeree, trades and arts were introduced among 
them and even then they occu^)ir.d but a subordinate place 
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Agriculture was even Mghly honoured by the Romans; and 
while almost all the celebrated, and, in general, most of the 
proper, names among the Greeks were derived from gods and 
heroes, and Had a poetical lustre, and glorious significancy, it 
is a circumstance characteristic of the Romans, tliat the names 
of many of their most distinguislied families, such as Fabius, 
Lentuhis, Piso, Cicei’o, and many others, were taken from agri- 
culture and from vegetables ; while others again, as Secundus, 
Quintus, Septimus, and Octavius, are tolerably prosaic, and are 
derived from the numbers of the old popular reckoning'. The 
science of agriculture forms one of the few subjects on which 
the Romans produced writers truly origitiaL That of juris- 
prudence, in which they were most at home, which they culti- 
vated with peculiar care, and which they very considerably 
enlarged, had its foundation in tlie written law's of the primi- 
tive period of their history; and in their elder jurisprudence, 
the Agrarian system very evidently prevails. As a robust, 
agricultural people, they were eminently fitted for military vser- 
vice; and in practised vigour, and constancy under every pri- 
vation, the Roman infantry, wdth the vigorous masses of its 
legion, surpassed all military bodies that have ever been or- 
ganised. 

The Roman state from its origin, and according to its first 
constitution, was nothing else than a w'eli-organised school of 
war. a permanent establishment for conquest. Among other 
nations, as among the Persians and Greeks, the desire of raili- 
tary glory and the lust of conquest was only a temporary en- 
thusiasm, called forth by some special cause, or some mighty 
motive — a sudden sally— the tlioiight of a moment. Among 
the Romans it is precisely the systematically slow and progres- 
sive march of their first conquests, their inflexible perseverance, 
their unremitting activity, the vigilant use of every advan- 
tageous opportunity, which strke the observer, and explain the 
cause of their mighty success in aftei’-times. That unshaken 
constancy under misfortune, wliich ever characterised the Ro- 
mans, they displayed even at this early period, during* the con- 
quest of their city by the Gauls; though tins misfortune, like 
that people itself^ was but a transient calamity. In general, 
the Romans never evinced greater energy than wdien they were 
overcome, or when they met with an unexpected resistance. 
Sometimes, in a moment of extreme urgency, their generals, 
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like the Consul Dceiiis Miis, taking* a chosen body of troops, 
invoked the national gods, devoted themselves to death, and 
rushed oil the superior forces of the enemy , whereby, though 
they fell the victims of their zeal, they saved the army from the 
menaced ignominy of defeat, and achieved a signal victory. 
With such a character, sucli unshaken fortitude and perse- 
verance under misfortune, we can well conceive that in a state 
so eoiistitnted like theirs, tiie Romans, by their indefatigable 
activity in war, should in no very great space of time have con- 
quered and subdued all the surrounding’ nations and states of 
Italy. It was thus tliey successively overcame the kindred and 
confederated tribes of Latium, and the rude Sabines; that, 
after a long and obstinate siege of the Tuscan city of Veii, 
they became masters of the Etrurian league, lords of the bean- 
tiiul Campania, and vanquished the warlike Samnites on the 
Apennine range, and on the coast of the Adriatic. They now 
cast their eyes on the rich provinces of Magna Grjecia. In the 
war against Tarentum, which was in alliance with Pyrrhus, 
King of Epirus, they came for the first time in contact with 
the great extra-italic Greek powers, and had to encounter, in 
the ranks of the enemy, the unwonted spectacle of war* ele- 
phants, which were there employed according to the Asiatic 
custom. After the loss of the first battles, they Were victo- 
rious; and they now added Apulia and Calabria to their con- 
quests. Each step in the career of victory drew after it new 
embarrassments, new occasions, and new matter for future 
wars. The inhabitants of Syracuse, who had been for some 
time governed by tyrants, formed, on the retreat of Pyrrhus, 
an alliance with the Carthairinians^ then masters of half of 
Sicily, and sought their protection against the Romans, who 
were confederated with their enemies, another party in the 
island. Tins brought on the first Punic war with that republic, 
then mistress of the sea. In this warfare against Pyrrhus and 
the Carthaginians, the Romans, who had been hitherto con- 
fined within the secluded circle of the petty states of Italy, 
appeared for the first time on the great historical theatre of the 
then political world. In that age which was immediately sub- 
sequent to the time of Alexander the Great, tlie different Ma- 
cedonian and other Greek powers of importance formed, toge- 
ther with Egypt and Carthage, a variously connected system 
of states, in one respect not unliko the political system of mo- 
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dern Europe, at the end of the seventeenth and during the 
greater part of the eighteenth century. For, according to 
a principle of the balance of power, each state sought to 
strengthen itself by allianees, and to repress an overwhelming 
ascendency, without on that account at all relaxing its efforts 
for its OWE aggrandisement. That on one hand, the fluc- 
tuating (ionditioa and internal troubles of those countries, and 
on the other, the fresh youthful vigour, the steady perseverance 
and constancy of the Roman people, would soon put an end to 
this system of equilibrium, to these political osciOations be- 
tween the different states, and bring about the complete tri- 
umph and decided ascendancy of the Romans, might, indeed, 
have been easily foreseen, and was in the very nature of things. 
After the first Punic war, the Romans to the conquest of Sicily 
added tliat of Corsica and Sardinia; and they next subdued 
the Cisalpine Gauls in the North of Italy. When even Han- 
nibal, the most formidable enemy the Roman republic ever had 
to encounter, and the one who had the most deeply studied its 
true character, and the danger threatening the world from that 
quarter ; when even he, after the many great victories which, 
in a long series of years, he had obtained over the Romans, in 
the second Punic w'ar; though he shook the power, was unable 
to break the spirit of this people; — when this was the case, one 
might regard the great political question of the then civilised 
world as settled ; and it could no longer be a matter of doubt 
that that city^, justly denominated strength, and which, even 
from of old had been the idol of her sons (who accounted every 
thing as nought in comparison with her interests) ; that that 
city, I say, was destined to conquer the world, and establish an 
empire, the like whereof had never yet been founded by pre- 
ceding conquerors. The second Punic war terminated under 
the elder Scipio before the walls of Carthage, and it completed the 
destruction of that rival of Rome, at least as a political power. 
The princes and states that, while it was yet time, should have 
formed a firm and steadfast league against the common foe, fell 
now separately under the sword of the victors, and the yoke of 
conquest. In the further progress of their triumphs, tlie con 
querors knew to assume a certain character of generosity, and 
give a certain colour of magnanimity to their acts, in the eyes 
of a. gazing and terrified world. Thus, for instance, after the 
defeat of Philip, King of Maccdon, they declared to deluded 
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Greece that she was free j and again, Antioclms the Great, 
whose aiTogaiico had given otieuce to many, and whose over- 
throw was, in consequence, the subject of very general joy, 
was compelled to cede the Lesser Asia as far as Mount Taurus; 
and the victors gave away the conquered provinces and king- 
doms to the princes in their alliance, and affected not to have 
the intention of subduing and keeping all for themselves. For 
it was yet much too soon to let the unconquered states and 
nations perceive that all, without distinction, were destined, 
one after tlie other, to become the provinces of the all-absoj*h- 
ing empire of Home. Tims now overpassing the limits of 
Greece the Romans had obtained a firm footing in Asia; and 
this first step was soon enough to be succeeded by other and 
still further advances. Historians have often remarked the de- 
cisive moment when Cmsar, after an instants refection and 
delay, crossed the Rubicon ; but we may ask now, when Rome 
herself had juissed her Rubicon, where was that historical limit 
— that last boundary-line of ambition, after passing which no 
return, no halt w'as possible; if now", when all right, all jus- 
tice, every human term and limit to ambition were lost siglit 
of, if now idolised Rome, in the fulness of her pagan piide, 
and in her rapid career of destruction, marching from one 
crime against the world to another, and descending deeper and 
deeper into the abyss of interminable foreign and domestic 
bloodsbed, was, from the summit of her triumphs, to sink be- 
yond redemption, down to Caligula and Nero? We might 
point out, as an instance of tliis ever-growing and reckless ar- 
rogance, the moment when the last King of Macedon,* not 
more than a century and a half from the death of Alexander 
the Great, was led in triumph into the city of the conquerors, 
a captive and in chains, to sate the eyes of the Roman popu- 
lace. It entered into the high designs of Providence in the 
government of the world, during this middle and second ])eriod 
of universal history, that each of the conquering nations sliould 
receive its full measure of justice from another worse than 
itself, emerging suddenly from obscurity, and chosen as the 
instrument of its annihilation or subjection. But a still more 
decisive example of the spirit of Roman conquests w'as the cruel 
destruction of Carthage in the third Punic war, begun without 
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any assignable motive, and from pure caprice. In this case no 
other resistance could be expected than the resistance of despair, 
which here, indeed, showed itself in all its energy. For seven- 
teen days the city was in dames, and the numbers that were 
exterminated amounted to 700,000 souls, including the women 
and children sold into slavery; so that this scene of horror 
served as an early prelude to the later destruction of Jerusalem. 
The wiser and more lenient Scipios had been^ against this war 
of extermination, and had had to contend with the self-willed 
rancour of the elder Cato; yet a Scipio conducted this war, 
and was the last conqueror over the ashes of Carthage, And 
this was a man universally accounted to be of a mild cha- 
racter and generous nature; and such he really was in other 
respects, and in private life. But this reputation must be ap- 
parently estimated by tbe Roman standard; for, whenever 
Roman interests were at stake, all mankind, and the lives of 
nations, were considered as of no importance. Besides, it is 
really not in the power of a general to do away with the cruelty 
of any received system of warfare. 

The example of the first great re-action of nations, too late 
aroused, was set by Greece in the war of the Achaian league, 
It terminated like all the preceding wars;— Corinth was con- 
sumed, and its destruction involved that of an infinite number 
of noble and beautiful works of art, belonging to the better 
ages of Greece. Among the nations of the north and west 
that lived under a yet free and natural form of government, the 
Spanish distinguished themselves by a peculiar obstinacy of 
resistance. Scipio was unable to conquer Numantia; the 
people who defended their liberty behind this rampart, set fire 
to the city, and the remaining defenders devoted themselves to 
a voluntary death. In the public triumph which the Romans 
celebrated on this occasion, they were able to exhibit only a few 
brave Lusitariians of a gigantic size. Now commenced the 
civil wars : — the first was occasioned by Tiberius Gracchus, then 
leader of the popular party at Rome. To undertake the 
complete justification of any one of the leading men in the 
Roman parties, would be an arduous, not to say impracticable 
task ; yet we may positively assert of the elder Gracchus, that 
he was the best man of his party ; as the same observation will 
apply to the Scipios in the opposite party of the Patricians, 
The proposal of Gracchus was this — that the rights of Roman 
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citizens should be extended to the rest of Italy. It was in tlie 
very nature of things that such a change, or at least one very 
similar, should now take place, as in fact it did somewhat later; 
for after the conquest of so many provinces, the disproportion 
between the one ail-ruling city, and the vast regions which it 
had subdued, was much too great to continue long. Tlie armed 
insurrection of all the Italian nations that occurred soon after, 
sufficiently proves of what vital importance this measure was 
considered. But the pride of the ruling Patricians was 
extremely offended at this claim-— they regarded it as an 
attempt to subvert the ancient constitution of the country — and, 
in the revolt that ensued, Tiberius Graexhus lost his life. From 
that time forward the principles appai’ently contended for on 
both sides were mere pretexts— whether it w'ere the maintenance 
of the law, and of the ancient constitution, as asserted by 
the Patricians — or the just claims of the people, and the ne- 
cessary clianges which the altered circumstances of the times 
demanded, as alleged by the opposite party. It was now an 
open struggle for ascendency between a few factious leaders and 
their partisans — a civil war carried on between fierce and for- 
midable Oligarchs. 

The effusion of blood was still greater in the troubles which 
the younger Caius Gracchus occasioned, and which had the 
same motive and the same object as the preceding commotions, 
though conducted with more animosity, and stained by greater 
crimes; and in the Patrician party, the noble Seipio, the hero of 
the third Punic war, fell a victim of assassination. Murders 
and poisoning were now every day more common ; and it 
became the practice to carry daggers under the mantle. On 
this occasion we may cite an observation, made not by any 
father of the church, or any Christian moralist ; but by a cele- 
brated German historian, who was in other respects an enthu- 
siastic admirer of the republican heroism of the ancients: 

Rome, the mistress of the world/^ says he, drunk with the 
blood of nations, began now to rage in her entrails.’^ Of 
Marius and Sylla, on whom next devolved the conduct of the 
Patrician and Plebeian parties in the civil war, now conducted 
on a more extended scale, it is difficult to decide which of the 
two surpassed the other in cruelty and blood-thirstiness. 
Manus was indeed of a ruder and more savage character — but 
Sylia evinced perhaps a more systematic and relentless ferocity 
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Botli were great generals; and it was only after obtaining 
splendid victories over foreign nations that they could think of 
turning their fury against their native city, after having spent 
their rage on the rest of mankind. The victories of Marius 
had delivered Rome fr(/m the mighty danger wnth which she 
had been menaced, by the irruption of the powerful tribes 
of the Cimbri and Teutones^ — ^the first forerunner of the great 
northern emigration. Danger served but to arouse the 
Roman people to more triumphant exertions; and every effort 
of hostile I'esistance, when once overcome, tended only to 
confirm their universal dominion. The greatest and most for- 
midable of these efforts of resistance was made by Mithridates, 
King of Pontus — it began by the murder of eighty thousand 
Romans in his dominions, and the simultaneous revolt of all the 
Italian nations against the Roman sway. No enemy of the 
Romans, since Hannibal, had formed such a deep-laid plan as 
Mithridates, wdiose intention it was to unite in one armed con- 
federacy against Rome all the nations of the north, from 
the regions of Mount Caucasus, as far as Gaul and the Alps. 
By his victories over this enemy, Sylla prepared to return to 
Rome, torn and convulsed by civil war; and on his entry into 
the city, he treated it with all the infuiiated vengeance of 
a conqueror, proscribed, gave full loose to slaughter, and perpe- 
trated the most execrable atrocities. We may cite as a strange 
instance of the still surviving greatness of the Roman character, 
the fact, that Sylla, immediately after all this immense blood- 
shed, as if every thing had passed in perfect conformity to law 
and order, laid down the dictatorship, retired peacefully to his 
estate, and there prepared to write his own history. In one 
respect, however, he was a flatterer of the multitude — he seems 
to have thoroughly understood the Roman people, for he was 
the first to introduce the games of the circus, those bloody 
combats of animals, those cruel gladiatorial fights, which after- 
wards, under the emperors, became, like bread, one of the most 
indispensable necessaries to the Roman people, and one of the 
most important objects of concern to its imlcrs. For these 

f ames, where the Roman eye delighted to contemplate men 
evoted to certain death contend and wrestle wdth the most 
savage animals, Pompey on one occasion introduced six 
hundred lions on the arena, and Augi;istus, four hundred 
panthers. Thus did a thirst for blood, after having been long 
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the predominant passion of the party-leaders of this all- 
ruling people, become an actual craving — a festive entertain- 
ment fnr the multitude. And yet the Komans of this age, 
when we consider their conduct in war— in the battles and 
victories they won, or the strength of character they evinced, 
whether on the tented field, or on the arena of political 
contests, displayed an admirable, we might sometimes say 
a super-human, energy; so that we are often at a loss how to 
reconcile our admiration with the detestation which their 
actions unavoidably inspire. It was as if the iron-footed god 
of war, Gradivus, so highly revered from of oM by the people 
of Romulus, actually bestrode the globe, and at every step 
struck out new torrents of blood; or as if the dark Pluto 
had emerged from the abyss of etenial night, escorted by all the 
vengeful spirits of the lower world, by all the Furies of passion 
and insatiable cupidity, by the blood-thirsty demons of murder, 
to establish his visible empire, and erect his tijrone for ever on 
the earth. There can be no doubt that if the Roman history 
were divested of its accustomed rhetoric, of all the patriotic 
maxims and trite sayings of politicians, and were presented 
with strict and minute accuracy in all its living reality, every 
humane mind would be deeply shocked at such a picture of 
tragic truth, and penetrated with the profoundest detestation and 
horror. The licentiousness of Roman maimers, too, was really 
gigantic; so that the moral corruption of the Greeks appears in 
comparison a mere infant essay in the school of vice. 

The civil wars that next followed had in all essential points 
the same character with the first, though the fearfiil recollection 
which still dwelt in men’s minds, of the times of Marius and 
Sylla, tended to introduce at first a certain caution in all exter- 
ni proceedings ; but in the course of their progress, these wars 
resumed the sanguinary character of the earlier civil contests, 
The proper circle of the Roman conquests, whr»se natural cir- 
cumference was now marked out by all the countries bordering 
on the Mediterranean, was in the second period of the civil wars 
pretty well filled up by Cmsar and Pompey by Pornpey on the 
side of Asia, and by Cmsar on the side of the incomparably 
more formidable and more warlike nations of the north-western 
frontier. The conquest of Gaul was achieved by an uncommon 
effusion of human blood, even according to a Roman estimation ; 
and in the fifty battles related hy Caesar to have been fought in 
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the Gallic war, ia the complete subjugation of Spain, in the 
first wars on tlie Germanic frontiers and in Britain, as well as 
in the north of Africa against Juba, and against the son of 
Miblividates, the number of men left on the field is computed at 
twelve hundred thousand ; and it is to be observed that as Cfesar 
is his own historian, these estimates have in part been given by 
himself. Yet he was praised for the goodness and mildness of his 
character ; but this praise must be measured by the Roman 
standard, and it is so far true that Gmsar was by no means vin 
dictive, xior in general subject to passion, nor cruel without a 
motive. But, whenever his interest required it, he was careless 
what blood he spilled. The war between Cmsar and Pornpey 
extended over all the provinces and regions of the Roman world ; 
but, wlien conqueror, Caesar formed and followed up the plan 
of completing and consolidating his victory by a system of lenity 
and conciliation. With all his indefatigable activity and con- 
summate wisdom, with all the equanimity, prudence, and energy 
of his character, he appears to have been still weak enough to 
imagine that the laurels he had acquired, in a way unequalled 
by any, were insufficient without the diadem — at least he gave 
occasion for such a suspicion. And so the second Brutus perpe- 
trated on his person the act, for which the elder had been so 
highly commended by all Roman historians. To relate the 
subsequent civil war of Brutus and Cassius, the reconciliation 
between Antony and Octavius, which involved the death of 
Cicero, the new rupture and w'ar between the latter rivals, would 
serve only to swell this account of Rome and her destinies. 
These contests terminated in the establishment of monarchy, 
when the bloody proscriptions and civil wars of preceding times 
were forgotten, and Octavius, under the name of Augustus, 
appeared as the restorer of general peace, and the first absolute 
monarch of the Roman world ; — a monarch whose long reign 
was on the whole very happy, when compared with previous 
times, and wlio during his life was half-deified by his subjects. 
Unlimited power was still clothed and half veiled in the old re- 
publican forms and expressions ; and the recollection of Caesar’s 
fate was too present to the mind of the cautious Augustus, for him 
ever to neglect those forms and usages. It would really appear 
as if the world were destined to breath for a time in peace, and 
to repose awhile from those earlier wars, before another and a 
higher peace descended, and be ame visible on the earth — and 
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along with that other, higher and divine peace, a new and spiritual 
combat, w’^aged not with the warlike parties of old, nor even 
witli extern^ and earthly power, hut with the secret and inter- 
nal cause of all those agitations, and all that injustice in the 
world, 

A golden age of literature and poetry served now to adorn 
the general peace, which the mighty Augustus had conferred on 
the conquered world. This poetry was, however, but a late 
harvest which flourished towards the autumn of declining pagan- 
ism, Plautus and Terence we can regard merely as tolerably 
successful imitators of the Greeks. The beautiful diction and 
poetry of Virgil and Horace are in a general survey of literature 
chiefly valuable, inasmuch as they gave a noble refinement to a 
language which, in modern ages, and even still among ourselves, 
has been universally current ; hut all this poetry, including that, 
which the richer, more copious, and more inventive fancy of 
Ovid produced, can be considered by posterity as only a very 
thin gleaning after the full bloom and rich harvest of Grecian 
poetry and art. The real poetry of the Roman people lay 
elsewhere than in those artificial compositions of Greek scholars. 
It must be sought for in the festive games of the circus, winch 
the prudent Augustus never neglected — in those theatrical com- 
bats, where the gladiator, wrestling with death, knew how to 
fall and die with dignity, when he wished to obtain the plaudits 
of the multitude— in that circus, in fine, which so often after- 
wards resounded with the cry of an infuriated populace ; Chris- 
tianos ad leones!” “ the Christians to the lions, the Christians to 
the lions!” 

In the department of history, the case was very different from 
what it was in poetry. There the strong practical semse of the 
Romans, their profound political sagacity, the far wider circle of 
their political relations, gave them a decided advantage over the 
Greeks, who can show no historian possessed of the simple 
grandeur of Cmsar-j—a style as rapid, and as straightforward, 
as the exploits of Cajsar himself ; or distinguished, like Tacitus, 
by that deep insight into the abyss of human corruption ; while 
to Livy must be assigned a place by the side at least of the most 
illustrious Greeks. Among the Romans, political eloquence 
and philosophy, by that union of the two, such as prevails in 
Cicero’s writings, as w^ell as by the greater magnitude and prac- 
tical importance of the subjects whvh both found for discussion, 
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possess a peculiar charm and value. At this period, the studj 
of Greek philosophy was regarded and prosecuted by the Romans 
merely as an useful auxiliary to eloquence; and in the general 
depravity of morals, and amid the utter indifference for public 
misery and xmiversal bloodshed, the philosophy of Epicurus 
naturally found the most admirers. It was only at a later 
period, when, under the better emperors, some men had under- 
taken the task of the moral regeneration of the Roman people 
and the Roman state, that those who entertained this great 
design sought for the last plank of national safety in the stoical 
philosophy, which harmonised so well with the austere gravity 
of tlie Roman character. Then this philosophy obtained liume- 
rotis {‘ollowers among the Romans, as in earlier times it had 
fountl favour with many of them, especially among the Jurists. 

In the whole circle of human sciences, jurisprudence is that 
department of intellect, in which the Romans have thought with 
tlie most originality, and have exerted the greatest influence ; 
and which, by means of their ^writers, has obtained at once a 
very great degree of refinement, and a very wide diffusion. 
Ctcsar had formed the project of a general digest of Roman laws ; 
but this great design, like so many others he had entertained, 
was left unexecuted ; and the age of Augustus at least was dis- 
tinguished by two great lawyers of opposite schools. It is by 
the scientific jurisprudence which they have bequeathed to pos- 
terity, more than by any thing else, that the Romans have ex- 
erted a mighty influence on after-ages It must strike us at 
first sight as singular that a nation which, in its external rela- 
tions, had risen to greatness, and indeed had founded its great- 
ness, on so feai-ful an excess of injustice, should have risen to 
such eminence in the science of jurisprudence, as the Romans 
undoubtedly have. But the injustice of their conduct towards 
other states and nations this people well knew how to conceal 
under legal forms, and establish on legal titles ; and it often 
happened that, by the inconsistent conduct of other nations, 
they were able to give a colouring of equity to their acts, and 
show on their side the strict letter of law. 

In the next place, the Roman jurisprudence regarded more 
iminetliately the relations of private life, and all the artificial 
fonns of civil law ; and we can well conceive that a people like 
the Romans, distinguished for so sound a judgment and such 
strong practical sense, and whose minds were so exclusively bent 
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on civil life, and its various relations, should have attained such 
distinction in the science of civil jurisprudence, notwithstanding 
the enormous iniquity of their conduct in the wider historical 
department of international law ; and here we may find an ex- 
planation of that apparent contradiction between law and injus- 
tice, such as we find frequent examples of in human nature and 
in the recoi'ds of history. 

Ti l ere is also another element of contradiction in the Roman 
law, considered both in itself^ and in its relation to other codes 
— a contradiction which strongly pervaded the whole theory of 
that legislation, and may furnish ns with a clue to a right 
judgment on the Roman jurisprudence, and on the infiuence it 
has exercised on posterity. This is the distinction between 
strict or absolute law, and the law of equity, that is to say, the 
law qualified by historical circumstances. In the Germanic 
law, as it is a law of custom and ancient usage, a law qualified 
by times and circumstances, the principle of equity is more 
predominant; and we have, indeed, reason to regret that this 
native and original legislation of the modern European nations 
should, by the prevailing influence of the more scientific juris- 
prudence of ancient Rome, have been cast into the background, 
in proportion as those nations began to mistake the true cha- 
racter of their historical antiquity. The Roman jurisprudence, 
as it deals in rigid formxilas, and adheres to the strict letter, 
inclines more towards rigid and absolute law ; and its spirit 
has something akin to the stern international policy of the 
ancient Romans. But is this strict and absolute law a fit cri- 
terion to apply to earthly concerns, can it be a true standard 
of human justice, in its more large and general applications to 
the great transactions of universal history, and in its relations 
to divine justice ? Every thing absolute (and such undoubtedly 
is strict laiv^ in the relations of private, and still more in those 
of public life), — every thing’ absolute is sure to provoke its con- 
trary, and if continued, will occasion successive reactions; that 
can terminate only in the mutual destruction of conflicting 
parties — the inevitable result of all contests carried to extreme 
lengths — unless some higher principle of peace intervene to 
compose and determine them by a divine law of equity. 

But if this conciliating principle do not pronounce its sen- 
tence, or if it be not attended to, extreme injustice only can 
spring from this ri^id and inflexible application of extreme law; 
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and this is quite in the spuTit of the old saving of the Jurists, 
which we must here apply in a more general sense, in order to 
estimate with truth and accuracy the nature of the contests 
which divide the world, ‘^Let justice be done,” they say (and 
the word is here used in the juridical sense of strict and abso- 
lute law), --‘‘let justice be done, though the world should be 
ruined.” And we may well say in reply ; — Woe to mankind, 
woe to every individual, woe to the world, were they doomed 
to be finally judged according to this rigid justice, and this 
rigid justice only, by Him who alone has the power and the 
right to dispense such severe justice unto men, and judge them 
by its rules. But since such full and inexorable justice belongs 
to God only, who is incapable of error ; and since all human 
justice is but the temporary delegate of the divine ; it sliould 
necessai'ily be mild, indulgent, qualified by circumstances ; and 
should on the principle of equity be as lenient as possible, and 
be ever mindful of its due limits. And this principle is appli- 
cable to the most important as well as the most insignificant 
relations of life, and is so thoroughly connected with them all 
that, according as we adopt the one or the other principle of 
strict and absolute law, or of mild -equity, the whole of our 
conduct, opinions, and views of the world must differ. The 
power of the state is only a temporary and delegated power, 
destined to accomplish the ends of divine justice; and this 
dignity, indeed, is sufficiently exalted, and the responsibility 
attached to it sufficiently great ; but this supreme human jus- 
tice, unless it disregard its own limits, as well as those of 
mankind, is not divine justice, nor the immediate authority of 
God, nor God himself. 

The old hereditary vice and fundamental error of the Roman 
government, and, indeed, of the Roman people, was that po- 
litical idolatry of the state, to which the false theory of strict 
and absolute law was of itself calculated to lead. Although 
the absolute power of Augustus was still somewhat veiled under 
the old fonns of the republic, yet even in his reign commenced 
the formal deification of the person of the prince, and, under 
the succeeding emperors, it exceeded ail bounds, atid descended 
to the basest forms of adulation. And even if this idolatry had 
been paid, not so exclusively to the person of an Augustus or a 
Tiberius, as to the idea of the state identified with that person; 
and if thus the real object of that pagan worsln’p had been in 
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the latest, as in tiie earliest times, Rome, the eternally pro- 
sperous, the everlasting'ly powerful, the world-destroying, and 
people-devouring Rome, to winch every thing must fall a sacri- 
fice; still it was not the less a thorough political idolatry. 
And as a sensual worship of nature eminently characterised 
the poetical religion of the Greeks —as the abusive rites of 
magic were peculiar to the false mysteries of Egypt — so this 
third and greatest aberration of paganism — political idolatry in 
its most frightful shape, formed the 4istmguishing character 
and leading principle of the Roman state, from the earliest to 
the latest period of its history. 

Under Augustus, the Roman empire was well-nigh rounded 
off in extent, since the geographical situation, as we before 
observed, of all the countries hoi^derii:^ on the Mediterranean, 
might be considered a sufficiently wide natural frontier. The 
countries on the coast of Africa were protected by the contiguous 
deserts; on the northern side of the empire, which was more 
menaced by invasion, the strongly fortified borders of the 
Rhine and the Danube formed a secure barrier. Towards the 
eastern and Asiatic frontier, the Parthians were indeed a 
powerful and formidable enemy; but there was no probability 
they would ever seek, as the Persians had once done, to pene- 
trate so far beyond their boundaries; while, on the other hand, 
the Romans had no real interest in extending their conquests 
further into that region, or into the interior parts of central 
Asia, as such a policy would only lead them further from the 
centre of their empire and their power, now unalterably fixed 
in Italy, and the old eternal city. The thoughts and feelings 
of all the better Romans were no longer turned on the aggran- 
disement of their empire, but solely and exclusively on a great 
internal regeneration of public morals, and, as far as was prac- 
ticable, of the state itself, according to those ideal conceptions 
which they formed of old Rome in her better and more pro- 
sperous days These projects of social regeneration were 
nearly in the same spirit and of the same tendency as those 
which the better emperors of succeeding ages, a Trajan and a 
Marcus Aurelius, actually attempted to accomplish. Others 
again were filled with apprehensi»;ns for the future ; and well, 
indeed, might they entertain the most alarming presentiments; 
for when the licentiousness of public morals was growing to a 
more and more fearful height, and a succession of indolent 
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emperors was hastening* the downfal of the state, the strong 
fortifications of the northern frontier could afford little protec- 
tion, and the nations of the north must burst in without resist- 
ance upon the empire. This event did really occur, though at 
a much later period; hut all that was to precede that event — 
the quarter whence the new principle would rise up in the 
world, that was to overcome Rome herself, and regenerate 
mankind — all this was certainly not anticipated by any Roman 
of those times, however generous and exalted might be his sen- 
timents, and profound and penetrative his understanding. Nay, 
when this phenomenon did actually appear, it was but too evi- 
dent that they were at first unable to seize and comprehend its 
meaning and purport. And what was, then, that new power 
which was to conquer, and did really conquer, the earthly con- 
querors of the world? The old universal empire of Persia, and 
the subsequent one of Maccdon, had long since passed away, 
and disappeared from the face of the earth. The oppressive 
military despotism of Rome had to fear no rival that would at 
all equal her in power. The influence of the Greek philosophy, 
which had previously sunk into great degeneracy, was com- 
pletely debased under the yoke of Roman domination, and 
barely sufficed to adorn and dignify the Roman sway, still 
less to work a fundamental change and reform in the Roman 
government. 

It was the divine power of love, tried in sufferings, and sacri- 
ficing to high love itself, not only life, hut every earthly desire; 
and from which proceeded the new words of a new life, a new 
light and moral and divine science, that was to unfold new 
views of the world, introduce a new organisation of society, 
and give a new form to human existence. And such was that 
primitive energy of Ghristian love, which displayed itself in the 
internal harmony and close union of the Christian church ; in 
the rapid diffusion of its doctrines through all tlie countries and 
among ail the nations of the then known world; in its courageous 
resistance to all the assaults of perseci#tion; in the careful pre- 
servation of its purity from all alloy and corruption; in its firmer 
consolidation and more manifold development in words, and 
works, and deeds; in writings and in life; that not many genera- 
tions, and but a few centuries, had passed away, before Christianity 
became a ruling power in the world — an indirect and spiritual 
power, indeed, but more than any other active and influential. 
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A passage on Eiias in the Old Testament, which we have 
rdreatly had occasion to cite, may be applied to the imperceptible 
beginnings of this great moral revolution, produced in the 
world by a new effort of God^s power. When tlie prophet, 
fi'oni the bottom of his soul, had sighed after death, and had 
journeyed for tlie space of forty days towards the holy moun- 
tain of Iloreb, tlie splendour and omnipotence of the Deity 
were I’evealed to him, and passed before bis mortal eyes. 
There came a great and strong wind, which overthrew the 
mountains and split the rocks; but, as the Scripture saith, God 
was not in the wind. There came afterwards a violent earth- 
quake with fire — but God was neither in the earthquake, nor 
in tlie fire. Now there arose the soft breath and gentle 
whistling of a tender air : in this, Elias recognised the imme- 
diate presence of his God, and in awe and reverence be veiled 
his face. Such was the origin of Christianity, as compared with 
the all-subduing and world-convulsing sway of the conquering 
nations of preceding ages. 

In the last years of Augustus, the first deified emperor, 
occurs the birth of our Saviour; in the time of Tiberius, the 
foundation of the Cliristian religion; and in the reign of Nero, 
the first perfectly authentic record of that great event in the 
Roman History, There is, indeed, an account which says 
that, prevlonsly, Tiberius, on the report of the Roman go- 
vernor, Pontius Pilate, had received information of the new 
religion, and had made a formal proposal to the senate to place 
Christ among the gods, according to the Roman custom, and 
to declare him worthy of divine honours. It is true, indeed, 
that the single testimony of Tertullian, on which this account 
rests, is not of such weight and historical importance as not to 
be obnoxious to many serious doubts, which perhaps, however, 
have been carried somewhat too far. It still remains a clear 
historical testimony on a matter of fact; and as long as this is 
susceptible of a natural explanation, it argues a perverse spirit 
of historical criticism, A* rather a total absence of all criticism, 
to be ever suspecting fabrications and supposititious writings. 
That an account of this great event might, nay, must almost 
necessarily, have been transmitted to Rome by the Roman 
procurator of the province of Judea, is proved by the narrative 
of 1 acitus, who connects the name of this governor with the 
first mention cf the Christians. Such an account may have 



270 


PHILOSOPHY OP 


been easily sent even by the Roman captains, who were in 
Palestine, and one of whom we know, as an eye-witness, gave 
such a memorable testimony in favour of the Sou of God, who 
had died upon the cross; for, according to the general tradi- 
tion of the church, this man afterwards became a Christian. 
There is, again, in' the character of Tiberius, nothing at all at 
variance with this account; for, however dark, and mistrustful, 
and cruel, and corrupt might be the character of that emperor, 
we cannot deny he was possessed of a powerful and pro- 
found understanding. He was by no means unsusceptible of 
religious impressions, nor indifferent on matters of religion; 
but he followed therein his own peculiar views and opinions; 
and hence it is quite natural that his attention should be easily 
drawn to any extraordinary religious event. He detested, and 
even persecuted, the Egyptian idolatry and the Jewish worship, 
and ordered that the sacerdotal robes and sacred vessels of their 
priests should be burned. He had a strong faith in destiny, 
was somewhat addicted to astrology, and dreaded signs in the 
heavens. If his hostility towards the Jews, and his persecution 
of that nation, be alleged as an objection to the truth of this 
narrative (as if it were absolutely necessary that he should have 
confounded the Christians with the Jews), we may reply that 
this is a purely arbitrary hypothesis, and that it is far more 
natural to conclude, that when Tiberius had received from 
Pilate, or other Roman captains, certain intelligence of the life 
and death of our Saviour, he was, no doubt, informed by these 
eye-witnesses of the hatred and persecution which our Saviour 
had sustained from the Jews. The single fact, indeed, that 
Christianity was so much opposed to the pagan worship and the 
political idolatry of the Romans — as, for instance, to the sacri- 
fice before the image of the emperor —was in all probability 
not stated nor clearlj explained in this first account, composed 
by persons very little acquainted with the true nature of the new 
revelation. Otherwise such an account would have produced on 
a man imbued with Roman prejudices, ♦no other impression but 
that of aversion and disgust. The idea and proposal itself, of 
regarding an extraordinary man, endowed with wonderful and 
divine power, as God, and as worthy of divine honours, has 
nothing at all improbable in itself, or at all inconsistent with 
Roman rites and usages, or with Roman opinions respecting 
gods and deified men. The only thing really iniprobahle in 



HISTOEX*, 


271 


the whole affair is, that the senate at that time should have 
dared to oppose and contradict Tiberius in this matter. How- 
ever, if the senate, as we may easily imagine, were hostile to 
the proposal of Tiberius, it was easy for them to adopt some 
evasive form, and indirectly to impede and set aside this mat- 
ter, which, as it regarded old national rites, fell entirely within 
their jurisdiction. But this circumstance, as we said before, is 
the only thing which appears at all exaggerated in this ac- 
count. It is easy to understand from this how the proposition 
of Tiberius, which was never carried into execution, should 
have fallen into complete oblivion, and should never have come 
to the knowledge of Tacitus; as we may conclude, from his 
account of the Christians, that he would not otherwise have suf- 
fered this circumstance to pass unBoticed. Singular and re- 
markable as this fact may be, it is of no importance in itself; it 
forms only a single incident in the strange and contr|,dictory 
impressions which the new religion produced on the minds of 
the Romans. A passage of Suetonius, in his history of Clau- 
dius, would show that the Christians were confounded with the 
Jews; for, speaking of that emperor, he says, '‘he expelled the 
Jews from the capital, for, at the instigation of Chrestiis, they 
were ever exciting troubles in the state.” Chrestus^ in the Greek 
pronunciation, has the same sound as Christus ; and we may 
easily conceive, that what the Christians said of their invisible 
Lord and Master, that he interdicted them such and such pagan 
rites, may, in a matter so totally strange and unintelligible to 
the Romans, have been easily misunderstood, as applying to a 
chief and party leader actually in existence. In the same way, 
by the troubles spoken of in the passage above-cited, may be 
understood the accustomed and just refusal of the Christians to 
comply with the illicit demands of the pagans. 

A fuller light is thrown on this subject by the narrative of 
Tacitus in his history of Nero ; and, however much the Chris- 
tian religion ma^ be misrepresented by the Roman historian, 
his account has stdl a character thorougldy historical, and amidst 
its very misrepresentations, is perfectly intelligible, if we take 
care to disting-uish the chief historical traits. When Kero, at 
the height of his crimes and presumption, had set Rome on fire 
in order to have a lively and dramatic spectacle of the burning 
Troy, he afterwards strove to screen himself from the odium of 
this misdeed^ and to throw the blame entirely upon the Chris* 
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tiaiis, who must have been then tolerably nnimerous in Rome. 
Tiicifcus thinks they were not the authors of the conflagration 
laid to their charge ; and his feelings revolt at the inimman 
cruelties vvhich Is ero indicted upon them ; but, he adds, many 
horrible tilings were said of them, and that it was known in 
particular they wei'e animated by sentiments of hatred towards 
the whole human race. That we are to understand by this 
hatred towards the human race nothing more than that rigid 
rejection by the Christians of all the idolatrous rites, maxims, 
and doctrines of the heathen world, is perfectly evident of it- 
self. Among the horrible things of which tiie Christians were 
accused, we are in all probability to understand the repasts of 
T/ij/estes^ for their enemies make use of that very term in their 
accusations ; — accusations wiiich were received with eager cre- 
dulity by a populace that held them in abhorrence. Although 
tin's (diarge was no doubt afterwards the effect of malicious 
calunmy and deliberate falsehood, yet it is very possible that a 
gross misconception may originally have given rise to it, and 
that this accusation, egregiously false as it wuxs, proceeded from 
an obscure and confused knowledge of the mystery of the holy 
sacrifice, and of the reception of the sacrament in that divine 
feast of love solemnised in the Christian assemblies. 

Even in tbe official report, which the better and well-meaning 
younger Pliny transmitted to Trajan in the year 120, while he 
was governor of Pontus and Bithynia, xve can clearly discern 
the embarrassment of the generous Roman, who was at a loss 
how to consider the new religion, so perfectly mysterious 
and totally inexplicable did it appear to him ; and who in 
consequence was quite undetermined what he was to do, and 
how he was to treat the matter. He writes that, according to 
tlie confessions wrung from the Christians by torture, after the 
Roman custom, they were found to entertain an excessive, 
strange, heterogeneous, and very perverse, faith or superstition ; 
but that in other respects they were people of irreproachable 
morals, and who, on a certain day of rfie week, Sunday, assem- 
bled in tlie morning to sing the praises of their God, Christ, and 
to engage themselves to the fulfilment of the most important 
precepts of virtue, and that they met again in the evening to 
enjoy a simple and blameless repast. He adds that their num- 
bers had already increased to such an extent that the altars of 
paganism were nearly abandoned ; and that a great number of 
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women, boys, and cbiMren belonged to their sect. He is at a 
loss to know, with respect to the latter, whether he should make 
any didereuce in the degree of punisliment which, it appears, 
they have inevitably incurred under the old Romans laws against 
all societies and fraternities not sanctioned by the state ; and 
on this subject he demands further instructions from the 
emperor, in this memorable official letter, which is still extant, 
and contains the most ancient portrait of the Christians drawn 
by a Roman hand. 

Thus then, in this period of the world, in this decisive crisis 
between ancient and modern times, in tliis great central point 
of history, stood two powers opposed to each other. — On one 
hand, we behold Tiberius, Caligula, and Nero, the eaithly gods, 
and absolute masters of the world, in all the pomp and splendour 
of ancient paganism — standing, as it were, on the very summit 
and verge of the old world, now tottering to its ruin 5^ and, on 
the other hand, we trace the obscure lise of an almost iinper* 
ceptibie point of light, from which the whole modem world was 
to spring, and wliose further progress and full development, 
through all succeeding ages, constitutes the true purport of 
modern history. 
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LECTUEEX. . ^ 

On tlie Christian Point of Tiew in the Philosophy of Ilistoiy. — The 
Origin of Christianity, considered in reference to the Political World. 
— Beeline of the Roman Empire. 

A KE< 3 ULAR history of the life of our Saviour, recounted like any 
other historical occurrence, would, in my opinion . be out of place 
in a philosophy of history. Tlie subject is eitlier too vast for 
profane In story, or in its lirst beginnings too obscure, whether 
we consider its internal importance, or in a mere historical point 
of view, its outwaixl appearance. A thinking, and in his way 
weihthi liking Roman, when he had obtained a more accu- 
rate knowledge of the life of our Saviour from the accounts 
of the Roman procurator, or other Roman dignitaries in Pales- 
tine, might have expressed himself respecting the whole trans- 
action in the following terms : This is a very extraordinary 
man, endued with wonderful and divine power (for such vague 
and general admiration might well be indulged in by a heathen, 
who yet adhered to the fundamental doctrines of his ancestral 
faith), a man who, he would continue to say, has produced a 
great moral revolution in minds, and wilis, according to the most 
credible testimony, of the purest character and most rigid morals, 
who taught muen that was sublime on the immortality of the 
soul and tlie secrets of futurity ; hut who was accused by his 
enemies, and delivered over to death by his own people.” 8uch, 
perhaps, would have been the judgment of a 'facitus, had he 
drawn his information from better and less polluted sources. So 
long, however, as all these transactions were confined to the 
small province of Judea, the soundest and best constituted Roman 
mind could have scarcely felt a more than passing regret at the 
perpetration of so signal an act of private injustice, and would, 
in other respects, have not regarded it as an event which could, 
in a Roman point of view, be termed historical, or worthy to 
occupy a place in the more extended circle of his own world* 

It was only when Christian h.y luid become a power in the 



HISTOEr, 


■2:75 


worM—tlie principle of a new life, and of a new fonn of life 
totally differing from all iireceding forms of existence, that it 
began to attnwt the attention of the Romans, as a reiinirkable 
historical occurrence. If ow perfectly uniiitelligi hie, strange, 
and mysterious, this mighty event at its origin, and for a long 
time afterwards, appeared to the Romans ; how erroneoxis and 
aliHiird were their opinions and conduct in regard to the Chris- 
tian religion, we have already shown by some characteristic 
examples. 

On the other hand, -when we view the whole transaction with 
the eye of faith — when we consider all that has since grown up 
in the world out of beginnings apparently so sinail— the case 
changes its aspect in our regard ; and we are then inclined to be- 
lieve that the mysteries and miracles of our Saviour’s life and 
death — nay, the whole system of his doctrine, whieli is intiinat cly 
connected with those mysteries and miracles, and is itself the 
greatest mystery and miracle, should be abandoned exclusively 
to religion, and, as they transcend the ordinary sphere of history 
would be misplaced in a work of tliis nature. 1 will, therefore, 
pre-suppose a knowledge of tliese sacred mysteries, and, without 
entering into any examination of them, will endeavour to de- 
scribe tfie state of the world, and the aspect of society, when 
the Christian religion first made its appearance. A notice of 
some particular points of doctrine, connected with politics and 
history, either in respect to the past or to the future, is by no 
means incompatible with my plan ; but a complete examination 
of the whole system of Christian doctrines, as of any otlier 
great system of doctrine or philosophy, would, for the reason I 
have alleged, he quite misplaced in. a work of this description. 
I will, in the next place, endeavour to show the historical 
influence which this divine power has exerted, and point out 
how, from its very origin, and still more in its progress, it 
entirely renovated the face of the world. 

Doubtless, the pliiiosopby of history forms an essential part 
of the science of divine and human things — things which in tlie 
mode of conceiving or treating them, should he rarely and even 
never entirely separated. For how is it {loesible to attain to a 
just and correct knowledge of human things, in any department 
of life and science, unless they lie viewed in relation to, and con- 
nexion witfo the divine principle which animates or directs them? 

A certain medium, however, is to be observed, and the limits 
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must be clearly and accurately traced between divine and buman 
things, lest the one department should be confounded with the 
other. For as it is very prejudicial to religion to make it merely 
a matter of learned historical research ; so it is inconsistent with 
the object of historical philosophy to transform it into a mere 
series of religious meditations. Undoubtedly, historical philo- 
sophy can, and ought, to assume the divine principle in man — the 
divine image planted in the human breast — as the great pivot 
of liuman destiny, the main and essential point in universal his- 
tory, and the restoration of that image as the proper purpose of 
mankind. 

Thus the philosophic historian may endeavour, as 1 have 
attempted, to point out the divine truth contained in the primi- 
tive revelation, the original word which was current among the 
nations of the primitive age, in the second period of the world — 
the decisive crisis, between ancient and modern times— he will dis- 
cover in the Christian religion, the sole principle of the subsequent 
progress of mankind: and the distinctive character and intel- 
lectual importance of the third or last epoch of the world, he will 
find only in that light, which, emerging tem the primitive revela- 
tion, and the religion of love established by the Redeemer, has 
shone ever clearer and brighter with the progress of ages, and has 
changed and regenerated not only government and science, but 
the whole system of human life. Here is the principle which 
funiishes tne plan of classification for all the great epochs of 
history. From this philosophic survey of history, the historian, 
in the accomplishment of his task, may, with great propriety, point 
out and illustrate the ways and views of Divine Providence in 
the conduct of particular nations and ages, and in the destiny 
of remarkable personages, or historical characters, when those 
views and ways are strikingly perceptible to our feelings. Yet 
it is better that this train of observations should not be too sys- 
tematically prosecuted, but should be introduced occasionally 
only, and as it were episodically, in those passages of history, 
where such reflections naturally present themselves : and they 
should ever be confined within the limits of a modest suggestion; 
for all these reflections are only the esoteric spirit — the internal 
religious idea of history. Otherwise, the historian will be ex- 
posed to the danger ot introducing a system of providential 
designs prematurely formed according to human insight and 
human sagacity, into the yet unfinished drama of the world’s 
history, whose comprehensive vastness and hidden mysteries, 
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besides, far exceed the narrow limits of all that man can con- 
ceive, judge, and know, with certainty. And this is a defect 
which many writers have not entirely avoided in their otherwise 
very religious meditations on universal history. So far, however, 
as the historian confines his train of reflections within the modest 
limits of a mere partial explanation, and does not premature!} 
anticipate the general scheme of divine polity, or plunge too 
deeply, and with presumptuous confidence, into its details ; he 
will find much and obvious matter for such considerations, in 
the visible selection of particular individuals, and particular 
nations, and even ages, for the accomplishment of certain ends, 
for the attainment on their part of prosperity, glory, or some 
high object in some particular sphere. But this power thus 
allotted to particular individuals or to particular nations, exerts 
even at the time a general infliience on the fate of mankind, and 
evidently accomplishes the designs of Providence with regard to 
the world at large, forms a point of transition from past ages, 
or opens a passage to some manifestation of Divine Power, witli 
respect to tlie future. In the progress of human civilisation, 
such designs are frequently manifest. Nay, on the great ques- 
tion of the permission of evil, when it exerts a widely destructive 
influence in the moral and physical world, • and on the views of 
God in that permission, the enlightened historian may some- 
times succeed, if not in penetrating into the hidden decrees of 
divine wisdom, yet at least in uplifting a corner of the mysterious 
veil which covers them. In particular phenomena of history — 
such, for example, as the destruction of a whole nation, the Jews 
for instance; or in the overwhelming calamities, the general 
miseries inflicted on a corrupt age, manifesting, clearly as they 
do, the retributive justice of God — calamities which, when re- 
garded from this point of view (and it is only from this jioint of 
view they can be rightly judged), appear like a partial judgment 
of the world— in all such historical phenomena, a modest refer- 
ence to the final causes of such events may be exceedingly ap- 
propriate. This idea of divine justice, and of Gocfs judgments 
on the world exemplified in history, belongs undoubtedly to the 
province of historical philosophy ; and, as man’s resemblance t<) 
his Maker constitutes the first foundation-stone of histoiy, this 
moi'e practical principle, relating as it does to real life and all 
its mighty phenomena, forms the second. 

But the mystery of ;grace in the divine redemption of mankind. 
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transcends tlio sphere of profane history. The Christian philo- 
sophy of history must indeed tacitly pre-suppose the truth of 
that mystery, and assume it as known, and indeed as self evident 
to all well-thinking persons — it must even, under the inspira- 
tion of this faith, refer it to very many, the greater part, indeed 
almost all, of the facts and phenomena of history — but it should 
foi’bear to introduce it into its own province, and should leave it 
to the sanctuary of religion. In the same way, whenever philo- 
sophy attempts to incorporate and rank this mysteiy with her 
own speculative conceptions, the consequence must ever be hurt- 
ful to religion ; for, as philosophy thus attempts to explain and, 
as it were, deduce this mystery 1‘rom her own speculations, the 
mystery of redemption ceases to be a divine fact, and it is only 
as such that it is, and can be, the true and eternal foundation of 
religion. 1 wish here expressly to do away with an opinion 
which is completely unhistorical, and even subversive of all his- 
tory. I cannot more truly and succinctly designate this o[)inion, 
than by stating it as follows: — Christ, to say it in one word was a 
Jewish Socrates, and this purest, noblest, and sublimest of all 
ethical teachers (according to the rationalists’ interpretation of 
bis history) met with a fate no less deplorable for mankind than 
that which befel the Athenian philosopher, and the wisest of all 
the Grecian sages. In reply to this, one observation only need 
be made — If Christ were not more than a Socrates^ then a 
Socrates he was not,’^ But this opinion is not only unhistorical, 
or, to speak more properly, anti-historical, because it is in utter 
opposition to all covenants, testimonies, authentic records, and 
even Christ’s express declarations ; but fully as much, and even 
still more on this account, that if we once remove this divine 
key- stone in the arch of universal history, the whole fabric of 

* In confirmation of this pithy sentence of Schlegel’s, I may cite a 
remarkable passage from the celebrated Lessing, which, as coming frc'm 
an infidel, may perhaps have more weight with the Unitarian, “ If 
Christ,’* he says, “is not truly God, then Mohammedanism was an un- 
doubted improvement on the Christian religion: Mahomet, on such a 
supposition, would indisputably have been a greater man than Christ, 
as he would have been far more veracious, more circumspect, and more 
^sealous for the honour of God, since Christ, by his expressions, would 
have given dangerous occasion for idolatry; while, on the other hand, 
not a single es^pression of the kind can be laid to the charge of Maho- 
met.” — Lming's Beitrage zur Geschichte und littcratur, Voi. II. p. 4I0i 
-^Tram, 
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tlie world’s history falls to ruin— for its only foundation is this 
new manifestation of God’s power in the crisis of time — this 
hope in God abiding unto the end. For, although I do not 
consider a formal demonstration of the truth of the ( hristian 
religion as falling within tlie province of profane history ; yet 
the belief of its truth, a faith in its dogmas, is the only clue in 
such investigations. Without tliis faith, the whole history of 
the world would be nought else than an insokible enigma — an 
inextricable labyrinth — a huge pile of the blocks and fragments 
of an unfinished edifice — and the great tragedy of humanity 
would remain devoid of all proper result. 

Confining myself within those limits which the very nature of 
the subject, and the force of circumstances prescribe, and wliich 
I have here thought it necessary to mark out with exactness, I 
shall now, in order 4o see under what circumstances ChriwStianity 
first arose in the world, and appeared on the domain of iiistory, 
direct your attention more immediately to the Jewish state. 

Dependent at first on the Grecian dynasty of Egypt, and at 
a subsetpieiit period subdued by the sovereigns of the new 
Syrian monarchy, which sprang out of the dismemberment of 
the Macedonian empire, the more virtuous portion of the Hebrew 
people evinced, under the religious persecution they had to sus- 
tain from the latter monarchs, much constancy in the old faith 
of their fathers ; for which, indeed, several of the heroic family 
of the Maccabees had the courage to lay down their lives. 
From these rulers they were rescued by the Romans, who took 
them under their powerful protection, which, with the Jew^s, as 
with all other nations, was soon transformed into a systematic 
and very oppressive domination. The Jewish people were so 
far involved in the civil war between Csesar and Pompey, that 
each party favoured that aspirant to the throne of Judea, most 
favourable to its own designs. Under the monarchy of Augustus, 
Herod, who was created tributary sovereign of Palestine about 
foity years before the Christian era, was the last who had been 
promoted to sovereignty amid this conflict of parties. The 
temple of Jerusalem, that had been rebuilt with the permission 
of Cyrus, still remained in all its pomp and grandeur. If a 
profane curiosity had tempted Crassus and Pompey to intrude 
within its sanctuary, on the other hand, the munificence of 
Herod had added to its size and increased its decorations. Al- 
though Herod ever retained a partiality for Roman customs, and 



280 


PHILOSOPHY OF 


still moro for Grecian opinions, yet the temple of Jerusalem — con- 
sidered, not as the august sanctuary of Heaven’s revelations to 
the chosen people, but as the centre of attraction for the Jewish 
nation, situated as it was in the midst of a great commercial 
city (one of the largest in all Western Asia), and forming at 
once the treasury, and by its close proximity to the citadel, the 
rampart of the city and of the state — must have been regarded, 
by Herod as the seat of his power, and the nearest object of his 
ambition. There were at that period among the Jews two par- 
ties, which, like those of the Patricians and Plebeians in the civil 
wars of Rome, bear some resemblance to the parties that at 
present divide the world: although in their relative position 
towards each other, as well as in their internal character and 
tendency, there are many important points which distinguish 
them from the parties at present existing. '* Though from the 
predominant spirit and peculiar constitution of the Jewish 
people, the subjects of contention between the two parties 
related chiefly or more immediately to matters of religion ; yet 
politics were not entirely excluded from their disputes, which 
embraced in general the whole of human life and its various 
relations. The Pharisees were the chief scribes and doctors of 
the law, and in the state, the honoured patricians of the Hebrews, 
who sought to maintain the ancient faith and ancient constitution 
of their country with its rights and jurisprudence adhering in- 
deed with a rigid scrupulosity, and a contentious subtlety to the 
letter of the old law, while they had long forgotten its divine 
spirit, and were notorious for their attachment to their own in- 
terests, their selflsh feelings, and false and contracted views. As 
they acknowledged, and respected with the most scrupulous 
fidelity all existing laws, they sided, apparently at least, with 
the Romans, though they never entertained a cordial attach- 
ment for those conquerors, and indeed they ever cherished the 
hope of being able to ensnare the great teacher, so beloved by 
the Jewish people, into a declaration against the Roman rule, 
as in their limited views they conceived he must, sooner or 
later, be necessiirily driven to that expedient, in order to sustain 
his popularity. But it cannot be doubted that the cause which 
the Pharisees defended w-as, on the whole, the le^timate cause of 
the Hebrews of that period, since our Saviour himself expressly 
acknowledged this, when he said of the Pharisees, — “ They sit 
in the chair of Moses, and whatsoever they command you, that 
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do ye.” It was precisely because they had made the old law? 
and the cause of God, their own cause, that so much was ex- 
acted of them ; and that they were judged with so much seve- 
rity by our Saviour ; apparently with greater severity than were 
the Sadducees themselves, who by an Epicurean philosophy, and 
a latitudinarian system of morals, had fallen almost entirely 
from the faith, had affixed a mere human interpretation to 
Scripture, and had even called in question the doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul. If in this sect there were individuals 
entertaining purer and more exalted notions of the truth, we 
must regard them rather as happy and honourable exceptions. 
We must not, besides, forget, that the severe judgments on the 
Pharisees, which occur in Scripture, refer only to the more 
degenerate among them — a great portion, doubtless, perhaps 
the greater part; but by no means include the whole sect or 
body, among whom were many worthy individuals. 

We ought also to recollect that the Apostle Paul was a 
Pharisee, and though a well-intentioned, yet a very zealous one, 
for all his writings show the man who had sat at the feet of 
Gamaliel : the latter again was the grandson of the illustrious 
Hillel, who is named as one of the last great doctors of the 
Hebrews, who was profoundly versed in their sacred traditions, 
and was, indeed, one of the last pillars of the synagogue. The 
Jewish history or tradition mentions seven species of false 
Pharisees, to whom all the reproaches of our Saviour are per- 
fectly applicable. Many other Pharisees, besides the Apostle 
Paul, are mentioned with honour in holy writ, as friends and 
disciples of our Redeemer, though they had not the courage 
openly to declare themselves his followers. 

Whenever, in the history of mankind, we arrive at some 
epoch of great crisis, or momentous collision, we find invariably, 
and in all countries, two contending parties like these appear- 
ing at once on the historical arena, though in forms or positions 
variously modified. The party defending antiquity, often adheres 
only to the dead letter of rigid law, forgetting its inward sense and 
living spirit ; while the opposite party, which has a strong con- 
viction that the world stands in need of a new legislation, and 
that the epoch of a new ie^slation approaches, is not entirely 
in the wrong. But when the members of the latter party have 
lost all faith in the sacred traditions of the past, and have con- 
sequently forgotten that the great work of regeneration can 
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emanate from God only ; they conceive that it is in their power 
to accomplish this work — nay, they fancy they have already suc- 
ceeded in their enterprise, while all their futile attempts can 
accomplish nought but a total revolution in the past — a revolu- 
tion brought about, either by external violence, or, in its best 
and mildest form, by the internal ruin of moral principle and 
feeling. Between these extreme and convicting parties, indivi- 
duals are often found who fly from the field of contention, and 
seek out a higher asylum, at least for themselves. Such were 
those small communities of holy contemplatives that then ex- 
isted among the Jews, the Essenians in Palestine, and the The- 
rapeutse in Egypt ; hut these ascetics, limited in number, formed 
a trifling exception by the side of the two great predominant 
sects. It was between these two leading parties — on the one 
hand, the narrow-minded and selfish Jewish legitimatists — stiff 
adherents to the letter of the law; and, on the other hand, the 
liberal illumines; — ^between the old promises and expectations 
of the Hebrews, and the Roman dominion, now become and 
acknowledged to be legitimate, — that our Saviour had to steer ; 
and it required a more than human prudence to traverse this 
critical period, unaffected by the spirit of contending factions. 
“Give unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar,” was his simple 
declaration, when men sought to entrap him by their worldly 
cunning ; and this declaration has remained a fundamental pre- 
cept of Christianity, and will continue unchanged to the end of 
time. And so wnl that other oracle, “ Thou art a rock, and 
upon this rock I will build my church in this there is a clear 
and distinct precept how Christians were to treat those pagan 
pretensions of the Romans which regarded acts of political idol- 
atry, such as the sacrifice before the image of the emperor, and 
acts of a similar kind ; and how, as witnesses of the truth against 
all the pawei*s of earth, they were to seal their testimony with 
their blood. The capital error of the Jews lay in this, that in 
the Deliverer, promised to them of old, they now generally ex- 
pected an earthly liberator destined to emancipate them from 
the oppressive yoke of the Romans, and to restore their national 
empire to its highest glory and splendour. And, indeed, had 
they not carried their notions on tliis point to such extreme 
lengths, and with such unyielding obstinacy, much might have 
been alleged in their excuse. According to the usual character 
of prophetic speech, the portrait of a spiritual Deliverer, invested 
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with real glory and pomp, had been drawn in such vivid colours 
in those ancient prophecies, tliat the description might, in many 
passages at least, be easily mistaken for one of an earthly 
monarch. Or, to express my meaning with greater accuracy 
and precision, as it is the peculiar character of sacred prophecy 
to represent events about to follow, in immediate contact with 
the ultimate objects to which they tend, there are often in those 
prophetic descriptions of the future prosperity of the chosen 
people, many passages on the remote period of the last ages of 
the vsorld and on the universal triumph of Christianity through- 
out the earth at the end of time ; there are often, we say, many 
of those [)assages which also refer and indeed contain the closest 
allusions to the commencement of the Christian redemption. 
In the same way, although in a difPerent sort of subject, we see 
our Saviour himself foretell the impending ruin of Jerusalem 
and of the Jewish nation, while his lamentatloDS are closely 
linked, and almost confounded with, prophetic warnings respect- 
ing tiui awful and terrific scenes of latter times, and the ap- 
proaching day of general account ; although both these events, 
the ruin of the temporal Jerusalem, and the last glorious trans- 
formation of nature, when creation shall be consummated, and a 
new heaven and a new earth shall spring into existence, are to be 
strictly regarded as real and historicaL So close an attention, and 
so great a power of discrimination are requisite to distinguish 
between parts, to combine the whole, and place each particular 
part in its proper point of view. But the best excuse that can 
be offered for the Jews, 4n this respect, is the fact, as the Scrip- 
ture clearly sho-vveth, that all the followers of our Saviour, and 
his most trusty disciples, were at first under the same delusion, 
and for a long time believed that, though the right moment had 
not yet arrived, still their master would certainly appear as the 
earthly Deliverer and Monarch of his nation ; and indeed the 
idea of his sufferings and death was so abhorrent to their feel- 
ings that they even dared to express their disapprobation, and 
upbraid their Saviour for entertaining such thoughts ; for it was 
only at a much later period the bandage fell from their eyes. 
And the great reproach which we are to make the Jews is that 
they should have adhered with such obstinacy to an error, very 
excusable under certain circumstances, and mat after all they 
had heard, seen, and experienced, they should have still closed 
their eyes against .the light. The conduct of our Saviour to* 
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wards the Jews is often represented in a manner little conform- 
able to historic truth, and to the spirit and character of this 
mighty revolution, when it is said that he entirely abrogated the 
whole system of the Mosaic law. The outward scaffolding was 
indeed removed, when it had ceased to be necessary ; such were 
all those laws which applied only to that state of strict separation 
from heathen nations, which at an earlier period had been of 
such absoluteimportance. Very many things were still retained; 
and all now received in the fulhlment a higher spiritual signifi- 
cation; and this was natural, when we consider that in Judaism 
itself every thing which had not been designed merely for local 
and temporary wants, from the very commencement of that dis- 
pensation, was typical of Christian ty. The twelve apostles, as 
well as the first seventy-two disciples were taken exclusively 
from the chosen people, and even, in this respect, the divine 
promises were completely fulfilled, and literally observed. The 
constitution of the ancient hierarchy has very evidently furnished 
the pattern for that of the Christian priesthood ; though this of 
course has been adapted to the wider circle of a higher and 
more spiritual system. The expression, “My kingdom is not 
of this world,” does not imply that it was not to be in this 
world a real and effective power, with a form and organisation 
clearly defined. Many have read so much, or inferred so much, 
from this declaration, that they could not adopt an easier or 
more polite method of shutting out this divine empire of truth 
from the world. In the hours of the greatest solemnity, the 
divine Master revealed to his disciples *the hidden sense of the 
ancient revelation in all the plenitude of its mysteries. As the 
Saviour himself said that every word and syllable of the old 
law must he literally fulfilled ; as in general the spiritual inter- 
pretation of the divine oracles is by no means inconsistent with 
their literal truth and inviolable sanctity; so the same remark 
will apply to the new revelation, in which every word and every 
syllable of prophecy will receive a full and practical accomplish- 
ment before the consummation of time. Even in another point 
of view particularly worthy the consideration of the histoiian, 
Christianity must be regarded only as a divine continuation, a 
higher and more expansive form, or spititual renovation, of the 
Mosaic institution; and was so intended by its divine Founder; 
namely, in those aspirations after futurity, which now so exclu- 
sively directed the whole of human life, and its various views. 
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The law of divine wisdom, hy which earthly existence is to 
De looked upon only as a state of expectation, of preparation, 
and of strug’gle — a view of life alone accordant with human 
nature — that law has retained its full force in the new covenant. 
For the primitive Christians, death was what the Saviour said 
of himself, a return, a passing unto the Father, but life was one 
ceaseless struggle. For him who unto the end fought steadfast 
m this stmggle, the angel of death was divested of his terrors ; 
he was a celestial messenger of peace, that brought to the 
Christian the bright garland of victory, and the crown of 
eternal life ; in this faith and in these sentiments, did the saints 
live and the martyrs die. And as every human soul is con- 
ducted to the realms above by the gentle hand of its divine 
guardian ; so the Saviour himself has announced to all mankind, 
in many prophetic passages, that when the period of the disso- 
lution of the world shall approach, he himself will return to tlie 
earth, will renovate the face of all things, and bring them to a 
close. So lively an assurance had the first Christians of the 
immediate presence of their invisible lord and guide, so vivid a 
hope did they entertain of his speedy return to the earth; that, 
in order to check the aspirations of a zeal that would accelerate 
the period of consummation so ardently desired, Divine Provi- 
dence judged it necessary that the Prophet of the New Testa- 
ment should close the volume of eternal revelation with that 
long succession of ages that were to witness the progressive 
struggle of humanity — all those centuries of Christianity that 
mankind was yet to traverse, before the promise should be ful- 
filled, and in the fulness of time the final and universal triumph 
of Christianity throughout the earth should be accomplished, 
for all mankind must be gathered into one fold, and under one 
Shepherd, According to the spirit and precept of the Christian 
religion, man must at every moment be prepared ; but he must 
not, in a presumptuous ardour, accelerate the term of existence 
fixed by the wisdom of Almighty God. Thus, all those Chris- 
tians who, during the times of the most violent persecution of 
the church under the Romans, courted the danger, and would 
not await the honour of martyrdom, were warned that such 
conduct was by no means conformable to the will of God ; as it 
often happened that those who, by such an overweening confi- 
dence in their own strength, had wantonly rushed to the field 
of danger, succumbed under their torments, and fell from tlie 
hiith. 
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Had the Jews hut opened their eyes in the right time ; had 
they acknowledged the divine fullihnent of ancient pronaises iu 
the mission of Christj which was in fact far more exalted and 
more splendid than any thing they had expected ; and had all, 
or even the greater part, of the nation embraced Christianity ; 
they would have become the mighty stem — the great founda- 
tion— the central point of all modern history, and all modern 
life. But as they did not correspond to this call of Divine Pro- 
vidence, a call fully justified by their circumstances, their early 
history, and the prerogatives which the Almighty had once ac- 
corded to them above all other nations : the justice of God re- 
quired that they should now receive a signal chastisement, that 
they should be deprived of their national existence, dispersed 
among all the nations of the earth ; and that, in tliis state of 
ruin and dispersion, they should serve as a memorable example 
to the world. But this humiliation of the Jews, which was cal- 
culated to draw down the contempt of the heathen, who looked 
only to outward things, should have never given rise to oppres- 
sion or ill-treatment among Christian nations ; and the more so, 
as it is still a problem whether any other people placed in a 
similar situation, and warped by selfish prejudices, and old and 
deep-rooted errors, would have done better ; or wliether man- 
kind in general, subjected to a similar trial, would have come 
off more successfully. 

The old temple of the holy city was not, like the idolatrous 
teniples of the heathens, a mere magnificent monument of 
national glory, adorned with all the splendour of art; but the 
idea and plan of the whole structure, its minutest parts, every 
stone, and every cipher, were clearly indicative and profoundly 
symbolical of that invisible temple, that mighty city, that divine 
kingdom of peace, which Christ w^as to establish on earth, and 
which he had now at length come to establish. Even the name 
of Jerusalem, according to the Hebrew signification of the word, 
has the emblematic sense of revelatioff and foundation, or city 
of peaces by which is understood not a mere earthly and tran- 
sitory peace, but that higher and divine peace which forms the 
subject of ail the promises made unto the chosen people. This 
prophetic sense and typical design of the holy city is so closely 
connected with the origin and whole idea of the city, that in 
some passages of the Old Testament such figurative expressions 
are used, as if the whole business, nay tlic whole life, of man had 
no other object “than to build up the walls of Jerusalem in 
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the same way as if a Christian moraHst were to say, the proper 
end and ultimate object of mankind, and of the Instorj of ail 
nations and ages, is the kingdom of God, that is to say, the 
ever wider diffusion and firmer consolidation of Christiaii truth 
and Christian perfection throughout the world. W hen the spi ritual 
and internal sense of this mighty and historical hieroglyph of 
the Jewish people was no longer understood ; when the mighty 
truths which it embodied, at the very moment they were about 
to receive their full explanation and perfect development, were 
misunderstood and rejected ; wdiat was more natural than tliat 
the emblem, which had lost its meaning, should be effaced, the 
temple destroyed, and the city itself levelled and ra^x'd by the 
arm of divine justice ? This is the view which the Ciiristian his- 
torian must take of that miglity and fearful catastrophe which 
now befell Jerusidem, and the wliole Jewish people, under Ves- 
pasian; and indeed the impression which this event made on the 
Jews, though somewhat diversified by national sentiments, is, in 
all essential points, conformable to our own feelings. That in 
every such widely destructive disaster, wiiicb by divine permission 
may afflict any poition of tlie human race, the loving wisdom of 
God will know how to take each individual soul under its special 
protection, and will guard and spare it, at least, in its immortal 
part, is a truth so evident to e very religious mind, that it is unne- 
nessary to enforce it at any length. If, as the Scripture saith, 
“ the hairs on a man’s head are numbered,” so will each day, nay 
each hour, each pulsation of human existence, be counted ; yea, 
every heartfelt tear the eye of sorrow shall shed, will be reckoned 
by the guardian spirit of eternal love. But this religious regard 
for the fate of individuals, and this humane sympathy with their 
misfortunes, must be kept within its proper sphere in histoiical 
disquisitions, where the principal design is to study and observe, 
as far as the limited perception of man will permit, the mighty 
course of divine justice, through all ages of the world. 

When the Jews w^ere disappointed in the hope they had en- 
tertained of a liberator, who was to be sent from above armed 
with divine power to deliver them from the stem yoke of Roman 
domination ; exasperated by the ever-increasing tyranny of their 
masters, after several partial insurrections, toe whole nation, 
three-and- thirty years after the death of uur Lord, broke out 
into open rebellion; and the whole country, torn b}^ infuriated 
factions, which fanatic hate Inspired with the courage of despair, 
exhibited all the horrors of the most terrific revolution. The 
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savage warfai^e of the Komans in such a deadly struggle, we 
have already learned from the example of Carthage; for how- 
ever mild and benevolent might be the personal character of 
Titus, it was out of his power to introduce any change in the 
system of war; and the number of men that perished in the 
siege and ravages of the holy city is estimated at 1,300,000 ; 
mcluding the small number that were led away captives, or re- 
served to grace the triumph of the conqueror. The Emperor 
Hadrian rebuilt the city, which had been totally destroyed, 
under the new and pagan name of iEiia Capitolina, and even 
erected within it a temple to Jupiter : hut no Jew was permitted 
to enter within its walls. At a later period the Emperor Julian 
had intended to re-establish the Jews in their ancient city, and 
in all probability it was his hostility to Christianity which had 
inspired him with the design ; but unexpected events and phy- 
sical obstacles* opposed the execution of this plan. 

The Jewish covenant and the old revelation of the Hebrews 
formed the chief corner-stone on which Christianity was founded; 
and tlie first apostles of the new religion were all chosen 
from among that people. The Scriptures of the new covenant 
were composed in the Greek tongue, and the first apologies, 
and other expositions of faith, or books of instruction by the 
primitive fathers, were mostly written in the same language. 
We may therefore consider this language as forming the second 
foundation-stone of the Christian edifice. Though the politi- 
cal consequences of the Macedonian conquests in Asia were not 
of any permanence, yet the influence which those conquests 
have exerted on the intellectual character of nations, the as- 
cendency which they gave to the Greeks over the whole civil- 
ised world of that period, vrere by no means unimportant. It 
was by means of these conquests that the philosophy and lite- 
rature of the Greeks became, along with their language, pre- 
dominant in Egypt and the western countries of Asia ; and 
hence this language was adopted as the original tongue of 
Christianity ; because no other at that period had attained such 
intellectual refinement, or such general diffusion. As in human 
society every class and condition of life, nay, every individual, 
by the peculiar rights and advantages which each exclusively 
enjoys, still serves the community, and contributes to the weal 
of others, unconsciously and without precisely wisliing it ; so 

* By this expression, Schlegel aoes not mean to question the super- 
natural agency that produced those obstacles. — Trans» 
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m tlie Iiistorj of tbe world, and in tHe progress of nations, all 
things are closely interlinked, and one serves as the instru- 
ment, auxiliary, or bond of union, to the other ; and it was not 
one of the least important results of the Greek science and 
language, that the two points wherein that nation had risen 
to the greatest eminence, and was endowed with the greatest 
power, should botlx have been so nearly allied with the cause of 
Christianity, even from its origin. The Roman empire ^vas 
the third foundation-stone of the Christian religion; for its 
vast extent facilitated in a singular manner the early and very 
rapid diffusion of Christianity, and formed, indeed, the ground- 
work on which the fabric of the new church was first con- 
structed. 

In the history of the primitive church, historians are wont to 
separate the different branches of their subject, which form so 
many different parts of a single whole, and thus to describe 
separately the dogmas and doctrines of the church, its holy 
rites and sacraments, its liturgies and festivals, and next its 
moral condition and external relations ; and this division of tlie 
subject may, no doubt, very well answer the special design (d 
such ecclesiastical histories. But if we wish to take a more 
general view of the subject, to seize the spiiit of Christianity, 
and form a just, true, and lively conception of the primitive 
church, we must be particularly careful not to forget in the 
investigation of those several heads, that they formed one un- 
divided and living whole in the eyes of the first Christians, amid 
the overflowing fulness of a new moral life ; and of this sjurit 
of uni'ty, as well as of the wonderful energy of faith and love 
which was its never-failing source, it is almost impossible for us 
to form a full and adequate notion. Christianity, in its primitive 
influence, was like an electric stroke, which traversed the world 
with the rapidity of lightning — like a magnetic fluid of life, 
which tiuited even the most distant members of humanity in 
one animating pulsation. Public prayer and the sacred mys- 
teries formed a stronger and closer bond of love among men, 
than the still sacred ties of kindred and earthly affection. Some 
persons have affected to compare the secret assemblies of the 
primitive Christians with the pagan mysteries ; and undoubtedly 
it was only in secret, and in the retired and obscure oratory, 
that the first followers of Christ could gather together amid 
the fury of general persecution. But, from a competent 
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knowledge wbiclx we possess of tHe import of those pagan mys- 
teries, they had about as much resemblance to the religious 
assemblies of the primitive Christians, as the divine sacrifice of 
holy commemoration j and the chalice consecrated with the 
blood of the eternal covenant, bore to the human sacrifices of 
the Cainites. The Christians saw and felt the presence of 
their invisible King and eternal Lord; and when their souls 
overflowed with the plenitude of spiritual and heavenly life, 
how could they value earthly existence, and how must they not 
have been willing to saerifice it in the struggle against the 
powers of darkness ; for that struggle formed the whole and 
proper business of their lives ? — Hence we can understand the 
reason of the otherwise incredibly rapid diffusion of Christianity 
tliroiigh all the provinces, and even sometimes beyond the limits, 
of the vast empire of Rome ; — like a heavenly flame, it ran 
through all life, kindling, where it found congenial sympathy, 
all that it touched into a kindred fervour. Hence, along wdth 
that mighty spirit of love which produced so rapid a spread of 
the Christian religion, and which united in the closest bonds 
the first Christian communities, that energy of faith which 
inspired such heroic fortitude under the dreadful and oft-renewed 
persecutions of #ie Romans. The first persecution under Nero 
was only a momentary freak of blood-thirsty tyranny — a pass- 
ing trait of that monster’s cruelty. The first regular edict 
against the Christians in the Roman empire was passed by 
Domitian in the 87th year of our era, and, according to a 
custom which had been borrowed from the Jews, he assimilated 
the offence of dissent from the national religion to the crime of 
high treason. The better Nerva softened the rigour of this 
law, and declared that the denunciations of slaves against their 
masters were not to be received, but, on the contrary, such in- 
formers were to be severely punished. Trajan also, on the 
before-mentioned report of the younger Pliny, decided, in the 
120th year of our era, that the Christians, who -were then un- 
commonly numerous, were not to be sought after, but that, 
when denounced, they should he punished according to the law 
existing against such religious associations and communities. 
But notwithstanding all these apparent mitigations of severity 
introduced by the better emperors, the criminal jurisprudence 
of the Romans, like their foreign warfare, ever remained most 
atrocious ; and in the passages and allusions which are to found 
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in ancient liistorians, concur with tlie general voice of Cliristiao 
fradition in stating the prodigious cruelties inflicted on the 
Christians in those persecutions. In general Hadrian pursued 
that milder and middle course of policy which Trajan Isad com- 
menced before him ; lie approved of legal and judicial perse- 
cutions against the Christians, but he strictly prohibited tliose 
tumultuary ixttacks which were the mere ebullitions of popular 
hatred. With many vicissitudes, Christianity remained in this 
•estate until the reign of Diocletian, who, pursuing a far more 
systematic plan titan most of his predecessors, attempted entirely 
to root it out ; but this was no longer possible, and tlie grotving 
church received its first formal edict of paeifleation at the hands 
of the emperor Constantine. The pagan ejithusiast Julian 
attempted a second time to subvert it, bat it was now too late. 
In the struggle against pagan cruelty and Roman jiersecution, 
Christianity had come oif victorious; in bondage, and under 
every species of vsuflering, it had proved the in vincible might of 
the divine arm ; — and, next to the apostles, the martyrs, so 
highly revered by the gratitude of Christians, must occupy the 
second -place among those who were instrumental in bringing 
about tins mighty renovation of society, and who sealed their 
efforts with their blood. But we must not imagine that 
the martyrs, as mere men, and by their unassisted strength, 
could have endured such dreadful torments with such unshaken 
constancy ; or, again, that they were the mere unconscious 
instruments of a divine fatality, without the co-operation of 
tlieir free, clear, and steadfast will. By the side of those who 
were constant, many individuals w^ere found that were not so, — 
many, who, overcome by suffering, delivered up the holy Scrip- 
tures, or entirely apostatised from the faith and sacrificed to 
idols; so that it was afterwards a matter of dispute, how far 
the lapsed could be pardoned and received again into the 
church. 

i\fter that period w-as past which had witnessed the reign of 
those inhuman tyrants that immediately succeeded Augustus, 
several of the more virtuous emperors sought by various expe- 
dients to bring about the moral regeneration of the people and 
empire of Rome. Trajan, who possessed much of the recti- 
tude and old martial virtues that belonged to the elder and 
better period of Rome, sought to introduce these again ; and, 
though the effects of his policy were transient, they were still 



292 


FHrLOSOPHY OF 


beneficial. Hadrian endeavoured to re-animate paganism, and 
to make it once more the basis of the empire and of public 
life; for this purpose, he had recourse especially to the more 
profound and austere theology of Egypt ; and that new 
Egyptian style which characterises the later monuments of 
Boman art, was connected with the emperor’s predilection for 
the old religion of Egypt. But the healthy vigour, the moral 
regeneration of public life, and of the empire itself, could not 
now be obtained by the maintenance or firmer consolidation, 
of the pagan religion ; on the contrary, it is in the erroneous 
nature of the primitive paganism of Rome that we must seek 
for the priiicipai cause why, even in that elder period now so 
highly extolled, and which certaiidy was at least better, a true, 
pure, and stable system of morals and politics could never take 
root and flourish. Under the two Antonines, the severe 
morality of Stoicism was regarded as the vital principle of 
moral regeneration and political reform, and a practical appli- 
cation of its principles was sought for on all sides. And 
certainly if the Stoical philosophy, with its mere dead letter of 
rigid justice, and correct morality, unsupported by the divine 
maxims of right faith, and that spirit of exalted love which 
true faith alone can impart, could have accomplished this high 
design ; — -if it had possessed within itself this mighty source ; 
this creative energy of moral and social life ; the serious deter- 
mination and personal virtues of those imperial Stoics might 
indeed have promised to the declining age of Rome the fulfil- 
ment of the last hope to which paganism yet clung. But 
that which does not rest on the basis of truth, can receive no 
life from any external cause ; and it can impart no life to any 
thing without, because it is decayed within, and when the 
illusive bloom of first youth has fled, it sinks inevitably into 
its native corruption. “ When the Lord doth not build »the 
house,” saith the Psalmist, ^Hhose who would build it labour in 
vain.” To the better times that had witnessed the rule of the 
three or four great monarchs we have mentioned, the reign of 
a Commodus succeeded ; and thus the empire, down to the 
time of Diocletian, beheld a constant mutation of rulers, some- 
times benevolent, or at least comparatively good, whose reigns 
however were often but of short duration, sometimes weak and 
spiritless, and sometimes again tyrants of the most abject and 
atrocious cast* Among these latter sovereigns however, who 
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ill cmeltj and arbitrary caprice resembled tbe first successors ol 
Augustus, there were no characters possessed of that strong* 
Roman sense which distinguished Tiberius ; and the empire 
in tJieir hands assumed daily more and more a thoroughly 
efieminate and Oriental complexion. 

Nothing was more subject to chance than the right of sue- 
cession in the Roman empire, where the arbitrary application 
of the Roman principle of adoption opened a wide field to the 
contention of parties; without includmg the frequent recur- 
rence of conspiracies in a military empire, which, as it was 
formed by a military conspiracy, ever retained the stamp of its 
origin. Augustus had employed his whole life, not without 
apparent success, for a time at least, in endeavouring to give 
to authority, acquired by force of ai*ms, the colour and forms 
of legitinnicy. But how could it ever be forgotteji tlmt 
he, as well as Caesar, had been raised to the imperial throne 
by the army, and amid the struggles of factions, conspiracies, 
and civil wars. The soldiers knew this, and recollected but too 
well the source whence the supreme power in the state had 
emanated. The influence of the Praetorians, especially, was, 
from their origin, very considerable, as they surrounded the 
emperor, and formed his body-guard. By virtue of his office, 
the leader of the Praetorians had a sort of negative and con- 
trolling power, lilse that of the * censor and popular tribune in 
tlie ancient republic, except that this functionary wielded the 
sw^ord, — a power in some degree acknowledged by the emperor 
himself, as it was accounted one of the highest merits of Trajan, 
that to the chief of that troop which defended the person, and 
often decided the fate of the emperor, he delivered the sword 
with these words : For me, if I govern well-— against me, if 
I should become a tyrant.*’ 

Thus the empire w'as entirely abandoned to chance and 
caprice, and as its origin was military, it remained unto the 
end essentially a military despotism. The more powerful 
legions that were quartered in the most important provinces, 
especially in those of the frontiers, soon began to feel that they 
were far superior in numbers and strength to the effeminate 
Preetorians of the capital. Several emperors were elected and 
proclaimed by these legions ; and in the number, such even as 
were not Romans, and were of barbarian extraction ; for it hap- 
pened that, in the provincial legions, many foreigners, especially 
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GermanSy were engaged in the Roman service in the provmees 
on the north-western frontier. Several of the emperors thus 
chosen by the legions, continued to reside wliere the centre of 
their power existed-— iii the station, or in some provincial 
capital conveniently situated. The senate had long been but 
a mere shadow of its former greatness ; even the capital began 
to lose much of its importance. 

At the same time the repeated incursions of the northern 
nations ever rendered a general invasion more imminent, and 
the disaster, which men had foreseen from afar, appeared ever 
nearer its accomplishment. Already the first irruption of the 
Cim!)ri and Teutones, when not merely an army for the sake 
of booty, or to plant a militai’y colony, but a wliole tribe with 
wives «and children had migrated into the Roman territory, 
threw Rome into consternation during the civil wars, when she 
was at the very height of her military prowess. Caesar had 
spared no exertion to reduce Gaul to complete subjecticm, and 
this country liad ever since adopted more and more the lan- 
guage and customs of Rome. He experienced from no people 
such vigorous resistance as from the Germanic tribes ; and to 
protect against these nations the . safety of the empire, by 
strongly fortifying the banks of the Rhine and Danube, con- 
stituted afterwards the first concern of the Roman emperors. 
What a shock Augustus received from the defeat of Varus, by 
the German Arminius in his native w^oodsl Even under the 
martial Trajan, who was almost the last conqueror in the line 
of Roman emperors, men began to entertain serious appre- 
hensions of the invasion of the Germanic tribes. The first 
great irruption was that of the Alemanni, who, under Marcus 
Aurelius burst into the Rhmtian provinces, while similar move- 
ments occurred in Noncum ana eastward towards Pannonia. 
However, Marcus Aurelius, by an energetic and successful re- 
sistance, repelled this first attempt, and thus was the means of 
deterring the barbarians for a long time from similar enter- 
prises; and a hundred years elapsed before Aurelian drove 
them again from Italy, over the Alps as far as the Lech. Among 
the German nations, the Goths, who from the Scandinavian 
isles had penetrated far into the interior of Germany, particu- 
larly towards the eastern, as afterwards towards the western, 
parts of that country, were pre-eminent in power. They could 
not be prevented from obtaining a finxi footing in the north- 
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eastern provinces, fej the Black Sea. The Emperor Decius 
perished ill the war against this people ; and the lioniaiis were 
obliged to surrender to them, by a formal treaty, the furtiier 
Dacia, Constantine, indeed, was victorious in the war lie 
waged against them ; but he preferred to conclude an advan- 
tageous peace, to gain their friendship, and enlist their youth 
in the service of the Roman armies. Of the later reigns that 
of Diocletian displayed the greatest energy ; but his cruel per* 
secution of the Christians was, even to judge from the mere 
external state of society, as little adapted to the spirit of tlie 
age as it was reprehensible in itself, and hence his design re- 
mained unaccomplished. Although, after his abdication, Dio- 
cletian showed himself a thorough Roman in private life, yet, 
while he swayed the sceptre, he deemed it expedient to sur- 
round the throne with all the pomp and forms of Asiatic homage. 
The division of the empire among several sovereigns appeared 
then, as afterwards, under Constantine and his successors, an 
unavoidable and necessary evil ; or, in other words, the several 
parts and members of the vast body of the Roman Empire, 
which approached nearer and nearer to its dissolution, began to 
fall to pieces, and that division itself accelerated again the de- 
struction of the state, as it became the occasion of’ internal 
discord, and universal convulsion in the Roman world. The 
revolution accomplished by Constantine, indeed, might have 
become a real, and by far the most comprehensive regeneration 
of the Roman state, m it substituted for its originally defective 
and now completely rotten foundation of paganism, a new 
pidnciple of life, a higher and more potent energy of divine 
truth and eternal justice. But Christianity had not yet near 
become the universal religion of the people, and empire of 
Rome — otherwise the great re-action, which took place xmder 
Julian, had not been possible. The peasantry in particular, 
continued for a long time yet attached to the old idolatry ; 
and hence the name of pagans was derived.* Even Constan- 
tine, though he publicly declared himself a convert to Chris- 
tianity, still did not dare to receive baptism immediately, and 
thus enter fully into the great community of Christians, The 
administration of the Roman state was so completely inter- 
woven with pagan rites and pagan doctrines, that, from an 


* From the Latin word Pogust a rural district. 
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act of tins public nature, dangerous collisions might have at 
first easily ensued. On the whole, the old Roman maxims and 
principles of state-policy continued to prevail, even for a long 
time after the reign of Constantine ; and the period had not 
yet arrived when Christianity was to work a fundamental re- 
form throughout the whole political world,— and a Christian 
government, if I may so speak, was to be established and or- 
ganised on that eternal basis, and to strike deep root and grow 
into the faith and life of the people, aiicl into their habits and 
their feelings ; but tins great revolution was reserved for an- 
other and a later period* 
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. LECTURE XI. 

Of tlie Ancient Germans, and of the Invasion of the Northern Trn)e3-«« 
The March of Nature in the Historical Development of Nations — 
further Diffusion and Internal Consolidation of Ghristianitj — Great 
Corruption of the World — Rise of Mahometanism. 

The idolatry of the ancient Germans^ like the less poetical, less 
artificial, and less elaborate paganism of all primitive nations, 
consisted in a simple adoration of nature, such as existed among 
the Persians, with whom they had a very close affinity in race 
and in language. Thus the objects of their worship were tlie 
stars, the sun, and the moon, the celestial spirits, the various 
|)owers and elements of nature, and in particular the mother 
earth, under the name of the goddess Hertha. In the German 
and English names for the days of the week, the names of tlie 
gods, Thun, Wodan, Thor, and Frey a, are still preserved ; and 
these in the Germanic mythology correspond to the planets, 
most clearly visible from our globe — Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, 
and Venus ; as it is also from these the Romanic languages 
have taken the names ot the week days. It does not appear, 
indeed, that there existed in Germany quite so poweiful, influ- 
ential, and well-organised a body of priests, as the Druids com- 
posed in Gaul ; and we can only discover the existence of cer- 
tain secret rites and mysteries of a very primitive simplicity ; 
as, for instance, the human sacrifice which was offered to the 
lake Hertha, in the Isle of Rugen, when a young man and 
maiden were thrown into its solitary waters. It was in the ob* 
scurity of woods, under the sacred oak, or by the Linden, the 
tree of northern enchantment, and on the mountain tops, they 
celebrated their rites, festivals, and entertainments, or an^anged 
the Runic sticks to search into futurity 5 and as, among the 
Greeks, the Delphic oracle in moments of general danger was 
consulted, and gave its advice on the most important concerns 
of the nation ; so the ^prophetesses and sjrbils of the north, like 
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the Velleda mentioned by tbe Romans, exerted a very decisive 
influence on the public councils. Old poetical traditions of 
gods, heroes, giants, and spirits (in many respects like those of 
Persia), formed the key-stone of the sacred recollections and 
national existence of the Germanic nations. 

Their original descent from Asia remained ever strong and 
lively in their remembrance, and allusions to it were interwoven 
into the whole body of tbeir traditionary poetry ; and as in the 
Persian traditions, the Arii are celebrated as the most generous 
and heroic nation of the primitive ages, so the Asae occupy the 
most distinguished place in the northern mythology. In the 
Scandinavian north, w^hich remained pagan for many centuries 
after Germany had become Christian, there are still extant 
many monuments and songs of a similar purport and strain ; 
and of these, indeed, abundant vestiges are to be found every- 
where. Those old historical traditions and this hereditary 
poetry had often a very powerful influence real life, and on 
the martial enterprises and achievements of the tribes ; and as 
in the heroic ages of the Greeks, according to the Homeric de- 
scription, so in those times the bard, proclaiming’ the history of 
gods and heroes, and attending on the person of the prince or 
general of the army, was by no means an unimportant per- 
sonage. 

A monarchy of such wide extent as the ancient kingdom of 
Persia, did not exist in Germany. The constitution, if we can 
apply such a term to the wild freedom of those early ages, was 
more like that of Greece in the heroic times, when slie was 
governed by her noble families, and her territory was divided 
into a number of petty kingdoms, which only rarely united in a 
great league for a common enterprise. This primitive Germanic 
constitution was a very simple and free aristocracy of nature. 
The tribe that composed the nation was an union or confederacy 
of freemen and nobles under an hereditary tribe -prince, or 
chosen leader; and it was only at a later period that among 
some of the Germanic nations, this confederacy gave way to a 
regular regal government. Every freeman, and every man hav- 
ing a laght to bear arms, was a member of the Hermannia, 
which was aftemards called the arriere-ban ; and it was this 
ancient Hermannia that gave rise to the Roman name for Ger- 
many. The land was cultivated by bondsmen and slaves, who 
nad been either purchased# or taken prisoners in war, or were 
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the conquered remnant of tlie ancient mhabitants of the 
country, or even men who for some ciime had forfeited their 
freedom and nobility. When the Romans became better ac- 
quainted with the Germanic nations, the latter bad paitly 
become an ag-ricultural people ; and they observed tliat very 
primitive custom of letting their fields lie alternately in fallow 
— a custom which has been so long retained in tlie north of 
Germany, under the name oi drej/felder-wirth'-sckaft Pri- 
vate property in land itself was not yet marked out nor enclosed 
within any exact limits — there was still much common land, 
and this was naturally an inducement for the different tr bes, 
whenever they had a favourable opportunity, to change their 
abode and migrate. But this infant agriculture was still held 
subordinate to the occupations of the chase and of tlie pastoral 
life, which furnished the pnncipal means of subsistence. The 
different forests that still exist in Germany are merply the re- 
maining fragments of the one, vast, boundless Hercynian fo- 
rest, that once extended through the whole interior of the 
country. From the quantity of wood that yet remained, the 
soil of Germany was much more marshy, and its atmosphere 
mcoraparably colder, than at the present day. The buffalo 
and the elk, which at present are so very rarely to be met 
with in Germany, were then animals indigenous to our country. 

That this condition of the soil, and this unsettled mode of 
life, in a growing population are circumstances quite sufficient 
to account for a partial, though (without other co-operating 
causes) not perhaps for the general emigration of a whol e tribe, 
must be evident to every person. Internal factions and wars 
are quite adequate causes for the emigration of a whole tribe, 
or, at least, of a considerable portion. In the early ages it 
was customary, when the population became too numerous, 
for the younger brothers, or a certain number of youths 
chosen by lot, to quit their country under the guidance of a 
leader of their choice, or of one marked out by fame, and, pro- 
ceeding on an expedition of adventure, conquer other homes 
for themselves, and seek out their fortunes towards the east, or 
towards tlie wxst, or beneath the fairer sky of a soiitlieri; 
region. Even in a more advanced, nay, in the most ad- 
vanced, stage of civilisation, every state and nation is neces- 
sitated by nature, if I may so speak, to disburden itself of a 
redundant population, and to extend itself in new settleui'^nts 



300 


PHILOSOPHY OP 


— m one word, to found colonies, and to possess colonies* 
This is the standing law— the fundamental rule of health in 
the progressive development of nations ; and where this neces- 
sity does not exist in an equal degree, we must consider it 
only a case of exception, and we shall be sure to find out that 
some special cause precludes the operation of this princi|)ie foj 
a time: for, sooner or later, nature will force us to this ex- 
pedient. The commercial colonies of the Phoenicians and 
Greeks were in part founded, and certainly at least defended, 
extended, and consolidated, h}?' force of arms ; and it is only 
by similar means, that in modern times, Mexico and Peru 
have become colonies of Spain. 

But in those early ages, and among those northern, warlike 
children of nature, this natural necessity of emigration could 
take no other course, nor have any other object but a military 
settlement. Such was the result of the first irruption of the 
northern nations, mentioned in history — the expedition of the 
Gauls into Thrace, 'which was soon succeeded by a second of a 
similar kind under Brennus; wlien that Gallic general marched 
at the head of his troops into Macedon and Greece, and be- 
came master of the rich temple of Apollo at Delphi, and of 
all its accumulated treasures. A remnant of these troops 
finally fixed their abode in Asia Minor, and established a 
Gallic settlement in a province which from them received 
the name of Galatia. In this first great expedition, or irrup- 
tion of the northern nations, the names of almost all the tribes 
and their leaders are Celtic ; still some few German names are 
found amongst them ; and this may be easily accounted for, 
when we recollect that the Gauk, who w^ere then widely 
spread, and inhabited even the north of Italy, w^ere un- 
doubtedly in possession of most of the Alpine countries, and 
thus may easily have engaged in their service some German 
tribes. Who knows but what some marvellous tradition, and 
fabulous account of the lovely climate and delicious fruits of 
the southern regions, together witli recollections of their 
original descent from the southern nations of Asia, may have 
contributed to bring the Cimbri and the Teutones from the 
islands of Scandinavia to the plains of Italy? Had the Ro- 
mans not dreaded the dangerous precedent, and had they hut 
allotted lands to these nations, tney might easily have kept terms 
of peace with them^ and enlisted their most valiant youth m 
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^lie service of their legions ; as, mdeed, tinder the later em- 
perors, the flower of their troops was selected from the Gothic 
tribes. 

But the case was widely different when the relations of 
peace and war, the proximity of frcmtiers, and the occupation 
of the German territory, brought the Homans in closer contact 
with the Germanic nations ; as, for instance, in the campaigns 
which Cjesar conducted against the chief of the Suevi, Ario- 
vistus ; Tiberius against Maroboduus, king of the Marcofnanni; 
and the general of Augustus against the Saxon prince, Her- 
mann. Here both parties diligently studied and observed 
each other’s excellences and defects, and mixed in the most 
various intercourse. Thus Hermann s father lived among the 
Romans; his brother bore a Homan name; and his nephew 
was educated at Rome. Maroboduus himseif repaired thither, 
desirous, like a prudent foe, to examine with his own eyes 
the capital of Roman greatness and power. Among the Ger- 
man tribes and their leaders, factions were sometimes formed 
even against Hermann and Maroboduus; and, at a later period, 
these divisions had no inconsiderable influence on the relations 
of the Germanic nations with the Romans, and on tlieir foreign 
enterprises. The Roman frontier on the banks of the Rhine 
and the Danube, fortified by a long line of castles, fortresses, 
and cities, lay for the most part within the German territory, 
and was inhabited by some German tribes, or German settlers 
that had been attracted thither. Here the nations of Germany 
saw their brethren of a kindred race, living, indeed, under 
the control of Roman laws, which those who still retained 
their freedom, sought to repel by force of arms ; but on the 
other hand, they obsen^ed the high cultivation of a country, 
blessed with all the advantages of civilisation, and adorned with 
so many of the arts of life, with the culture of the vine, and a 
variety of the most exquisite fruits. And when in the course 
of the almost incessant wars waged on the frontier, they either 
encountered a feeble resistance, or observed some defect in the 
mode of Roman defence, the desire to prosecute their fortune, 
and penetrate into those beautiful countries, must have con- 
siderably augmented. As, three centuries ago, the fabulous 
account of treasures of gold, and rich ores of silver, to be found in 
America, drew hosts of Spanish and other European adventurers 
over the Atlantic to the shores of the newly-discovered conti- 
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iient ; so the charms of a southern sky, the rich j&’uits, the 
vineyards, the blooming gardens of a warm, lovely, and higlily- 
cultivated region, wrought powerfully on the imaginations of 
the northerns, and were often the motive of their expeditions 
and armed migrations. 

The first irruptions of the Alemanni in the reign of xVJ arcus 
Aurelius, and subsequent to it, appear to have arisen innnedi- 
ately and naturally, (as I have said,) out of the perpetual wars 
waged on the frontier, on the first advantage wliicli those bar- 
barians obtained over the Homans, and on the first defect or 
weakness which they espied in the defensive operations of their 
enemies. That the warfiire on the frontier was pei-petuated 
almost without intermission, it is the more natural to suppose, 
since the Germanic nations, by two armed confederacies of their 
tribes, had on their side opposed to the fortifications of the 
Roman boundaries a living frontier-wall. The name of the 
Marcomanni served to designate not a particular tribe, but an 
armed confederation for the defence of the whole nation ; and 
the same remark holds good of the Alemanni. Jn the de- 
scriptions which the Romans have given of Geiinany, they were 
occasionally led, by their ignorance of the language, to mistake 
a league for a people, and to apply to a tribe the denomination 
intended to denote a district or a custom. But in these 
accounts it is very easy to trace the three or four leading 
nations of Germany, that figure afterwai ds in its history, and 
which, on the dissolution of the Roman empire, possessed them- 
selves of its provinces, spread through the different Romanic 
countries, and in the course of time became the founders of the 
modem European states. 

These three principal nations of Germany (and such they 
were considered by the Romans,) were the Suevi, the Saxons, 
and the Goths, who may be best distinguished by the course of 
the rivers, which flowed through the countries they inhabited. 
The whole of that extensive country, afterwards called Ancient 
Saxony, and which lay along the course and embouchures of 
the Elbe, the Hyder, the Ems, and the Weser, including the 
whole sea-coast with Jutland and Denmark, all the Rhenish 
Netherlands with the Batavian shores, was inhabited by the 
Saxons ; a people (for it was only later their name was explained 
from a peculiar national weapon, or species of sword,) attached 
to the soil, and who were of all the Germanic tribes the least 
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prone to emigration; for, as mariners, tliej kept to the sea- 
aoasts, and the hanks of rivers. It was only at the period when 
the tide of emig-ration had readied its highest point that the 
Saxons, issuing from their native seat, not only possessed them- 
selves of, but as it were, peopled anew, the great Britisli isle; 
and it is very possible that this not widely-dispersed, but closely- 
connected low-German race, then out-numbered all the other 
nations of Germany. It was on the banks of the Upper Kliine 
and the Upper Danube that lay the original seat of tlie Suevi, ■ 
a, race perhaps more mixed, who occur in history under the name 
of the Alemanni, and were distinguished for re.stless spirit of 
adventure and migratory enterprise. The name of^tlie Franks, 
a people occn|)ying so impcn^tant a place in later history, de- 
noted originally rather a league than a particular nation ; and 
as their geographical seat lay between those of the Suevi and 
the Saxons, they ^vorc akin in character and descent to both 
those nations. In their manners and mode of government they 
resembled the Alemanni ; while in race and language they 
were originally more neatly allied to the Saxons. If the 
Franks are to be considered a distinct nation, it is tlie ancient 
Catti or Hessians (who have ever been included among that 
people ) tliat we must regard as the main stock of the whole race. 

But the second great primitive and leading race among tlie 
Germanic nations were the Goths, a people whose territory 
spread from the Scandinavian peninsula, and the shores of the 
Baltic, along the whole course of the Vistula, as far as the 
Black Sea. Their language, as it exists in the yet extant 
Gothic Bible of Ulphilas, is what we would now call the high 
Dutch dialect ; though its form is more ancient, and is distin- 
guished for a certain purity of structure, not without its peculiar 
charm. This Gothic dialect is, in tone and form, less akin to 
the Saxon and Scandinavian languages, except in so far as the 
branches of a stem, the nearer we approach the roots, reveal 
more clearly their common origin. In the Scandinavian north, 
the territories of these two principal Germanic races, the Goths 
and the Saxons, were contiguous; and, proceeding from this 
common source, the two nations branched out into separate and 
' various streams. Of a similar, or at least of a kindred, race 
to the Goths, were tlie Burgundians and Vandals, who after- 
wards founded the kingdoms of that name in Gaul and Spain. 
Hereditary monarcliy attained to a more settled form among 
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the Goths than among any other o£ the Germanic nations; 
and, divided between two different dynasties, the Ostro- Goths 
w^ere ’subject to the heroic family of the Amali, and the Visi- 
Goths to that of the BaltL The Roman historians of that 
age often speak of their martial courage and magnanimity, as 
well as of their lofty and commanding stature. 

The real emigration of the northern tribes originated solely 
and immediately with the Goths ; and, in the first period, was 
not produced by any commotion among the Asiatic nations, as 
was aftei’wards the case. As early as the third century, the 
Goths took posses|ion of the countries situated on the northern 
coast of the Euxine, and penetrated into Greece as far as 
Athens. Tfie Emperor Decius lell in the war against them, 
and in the peace wnich they concluded with AureHan, they 
retained the further Dacia winch had been previously surren- 
dered. They now became allies of the Romans, who were 
happy enough to cultivate the relations of peace with them, 
and to recruit their legions with the Gothic youth. A hundred 
years later, the Goths, on the death of their king Hermanric, 
were disturbed in their settlements near the Black Sea by 
the Huns ; a people who, according to the Chinese annals, 
originally inhabited the northern frontier of China towards 
the eastern parts of the Middle Asia, and who afterwards, 
bearing down westward, took up their abode for a long time on 
the eastern shores of the Caspian, till at last they forced their 
way into the Caucasian regions, and the territory of the Goths 
on the borders of the Black Sea. 

It was only now, when the minds of the German tribes of 
the west w^ere at the same time rising to a higher and higher 
pitch of excitement, and the old empire of Rome was on every 
side crumbling into ruins, that the tide of northern emigration 
burst out in all its full and fearful violence. In the first irrup- 
tions, the names of the different tribes, as well as of their 
leaders, were almost all without exception German; but now 
we meet with many foreign names, which discover not only 
the Asiatic Huns, but the Sclavonian, and even perhaps, occa- 
sionally, the Finnish tribes, that were undoubtedly then inter- 
mingled with the Goths in the vast empire of the latter. For 
fifty years after the first invasion, the Huns remained at peace 
in their new settlements between the Theiss and the Danube, 
nor did they disturb the Roman empire till the time of Attila 



Tlv« icths offered to defend tlie frontier against tliese barba* 
riansj and received in return the province to the south of the 
J>{inube. 

The Goths readily embraced Christianity ; but they received 
it in the Arian form; f< )r at the time when religious instructors 
and the Gothic bishop Ulphihvs were sent from Constaiitino]>lc, 
the x\nan party had the ascendency in that capital. This 
circumstance had afterwards the most fatal influence on tlie 
destinies of tlie Roman em])ire ; for one of the chief causes of 
its dowiifai was this new contest in religious matters. It was 
on this very account the 8ce(;nd conquest of Rome by t 
Vandal King Genseric v/as attended with far more cknnstation 
than the first mider tlie Visi-Goth King Alaric j for tbe Ibnner 
persecuted the Catholic church with all the animosity of an 
Arian. The Goths were not animated by feelings of hostility 
towards the Homans ; but were rather disposed to admire th« 
escclience and .superiority of their civilisation. AMieu the 
Emperor Valens perished in the Gothic war, winch Rcuoan 
treachery had occasioned, 1 heodosius contrived to conclude an 
advantageous peace with this people, when they stood at tlie 
very gates of Constantinople, took forty thousand of their 
troops into his pay, and renewed the armed confederaev of the 
Goths which Constantine laid formed. Wlien the Gothic 
prince Athanaric had contemplated with astonishment the 
pomp and splendour of Constantinople, and had conceit^ed sen- 
timents of respect for the personal character of Theodosius ; 
the Goths, moved by the representations of their prince, de- 
cku’ed to Theodosius that as long as he lived, they wished to 
have no other king but himself. But the case was altered 
under the sons of Theodosius ; and, to defend themselves from 
this people, these princes knew no other expedient than to let 
loose on Italy tliese barbarians, and to divert and point the 
storm of invasion towards that quarter. This policy produced 
the expedition of the Visi-Cioth King Alaric to Rome, and the 
first conquest of the eternal and seven-hilled city. 

The disputes between Rome and the new Byzantine court 
did not a little contribute to the downfal of the Roman empire; 
and the dexterity, or rather craftiness, which the politicians of 
Constantinople displayed on this, as on many other occasions, 
w£is often attended with consequences the most ruinous to 
Italy. As the univei-sal empire of Rome had grown out of 
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civil war, so it was imdermmed and ruined more by internal 
discord and corruption, than by the power of tbe Goths; a 
nation with whom the Eomans might easily have contracted 
relations of amity, and induced to fraternke, and become by 
degTees one people wuth themselves; and indeed, at various 
periods, the policy of the better emperors had prepared the 
way for such an union. As, of all the Germanic nations, the 
Goths were the most powerful; and as their assistance wmid 
have enabled the Bomans to resist all the other tribes ; such an 
alliance, as I here speak of, would have accomplished by pacific 
means the purpose of the great northern migration, namely, 
the union of the sound, vigorous, native spirit of the Germans 
with the civilisation of the Bomans (then, indeed, sunk to the 
lowest state of debasement), and whose polity and public life 
Christianity itself was unable totally to regenerate. And thus 
a long intermediate period of conflict and confusion would have 
been rendered unnecessary. 

During the troubles which followed the first conquest of 
Rome by Alaric, the Bomans invoked from Africa the aid of 
Genseric, K-ing of the Vandals — a prince who, both as a war- 
rior and as a ruler, was far more cruel than Alaric, and who 
everywhere spread terror on his march. Jealous and suspi- 
cious of the Goths, he invited into Italy Attila, with all the 
nations which Hs martial prowess had subjected or attached to 
his authority, and occasioned the expedition of the latter into 
the west, where, in the great battle on the banks of the Mama, 
the Goths coustituted the main portion of both the contending 
armies The Huns and some other of tbe invading nations 
W’ere still pagans ; and the history of that age amply demon- 
strated that wars are ever more destructive in proportion as 
the aimiies are more numerous, the throng of armed multitudes 
more dense, and the nations composing them more various and 
dissimilar. Still the general oppression, anarchy, desolation, 
and misery in those times, are not to be traced solely to wars 
and battles; for during the most flourishing and civilised ages 
of ancient Boine, wars were almost perpetually waged, and 
were generally more, and certainly not less, bloody and de- 
structive than the present. The Bishop of Rome contrived to 
avert the torrent of hostilities from his capital, and the city was 
spared. On the death of Attila, the Huns ceased to be for- 
midable j for the pow’er of that prince, which depended far less 
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i>n their nuinberSj than on his own military prowess aaicl glorj^ 
perished at once with him. 

Odoacer, Prince of the Heruli and Rugians (nations also 
Gothic), was called to the empire of Rome from the banks of 
the Danube. From his conquest dates the dowiiM of the 
Western Empire, and the last Roman youth who was yet dig- 
nified with the name of emperor, was called Romulus, 1228 
years after the first Romulus-- the founder of the eternal cdty — 
a city wdiieh, after it had lost its outward and political power, 
became the centre of a vast sacerdotal dominion, and again 
occupied in succeeding times a mighty and important place in. 
history. When the sway of the Heruli became an object of 
detestation in Rome and Italy, the Greek emperor, Zeno, in a 
formal document, conferred on the Ostro-Goth king, Theo- 
dorie, who had been educated at Constantinople, the dominion 
of Italy; and the latter, after his victory over Odoacer, assumed 
the Roman purple, in lieu of the Gothic dress. He was liighly 
esteemed in Rome, and by all the Germanic nations ; his name, 
like that of Charlemagne after him, was celebrated in the 
heroic songs of the Germans, while political writers and histo- 
rical critics commend alike his talents and his virtues. His 
rule was generous and noble , he loved and honoured the arts 
and sciences which his age still possessed, and the last of Roman 
writers, Cassiodorlus and Boethius, wei*e the ornaments of Ids 
reign. Factions which arose on the death of this great prince, 
and a crime perpetrated on the relics of his house, ^ afforded the 
active emperor of the east, Justinian, an opportunity to re- 
establish the Greek sway in Italy, by means of his successful 
general, Belisarius. Military commanders like Beiisarius, and 
some worthier and more enterprising princes on the throne 
of Byzantium, as well as that systematic course of policy I have 
before described, maintained the Byzantine empire; while Rome 
itself was rained, and Italy fell under the dominion of the Lom- 
bards, who succeeded the Goths, and were succeeded in their 
tui'u by the Franks — under whom the Roman empire of Ger- 
many was re-established, and Rome became, and continued, 
united with that empire during the middle ages, though for the 
most part only in name. 

This rapid but faithful sketch of ‘ the migration of the 

Schlegel alludes to the murder of Ainalasontha, daiigliter of Theo*' 
done, and to the usurpation of Theodatus.— 
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northern nations, seemed necessary to enable us to form a 
opinion on this subject* For this period, which laid the mighty 
foundation on which the whole Teutonico- Romanic structure of 
tlie institutions, laws, manners, languages, opinions, and even 
the peculiar imaginative character of modern European nations 
has been raised, has not always been fully understood, or justly 
appreciated by many writers, either led away by a partial en- 
thusiasm for the antique, or enthralled by modern opinions and 
prejudices — writers who wish to trace in all parts of creation, 
and even in universal history, the same dead uniformity and 
monotony of plan. It is by no means common to meet with 
an historical inquirer, possessing a flexibility of hmcy, a just- 
ness of feeling, and a soundness and correctness of judgment, 
capable of transporting him into the remote ages of history, 
and the mythic antiquity of nations. But in the present 
instance, and throughout the whole of this chaotic e|)Och, when 
the old fictions of the Titanic wars appear to be actually 
realised, and when the marvellous of events and sentiments is 
to he found in the obscure and meagre chronicles of that age, 
which often unite fragments of popular mythology and pagan 
tradition, with real historic incidents ; it is perliaps still more 
difficult to form an accurate judgment, and to discriminate 
between the elements of truth and fiilsehood. As we cannot 
figure to ourselves such a state of anarchy, we are unable to 
comprehend it. We should bear in mind how often in nature 
the fairest bloom of vegetation, and the richest fulness of 
organic life, spring out of a state of confusion and chaos, when 
the elemental powers, after a long strife and conflict, settle at 
last into a state of harraonioiis equipoise, unite and fructify, 
and in some creative moment, when the struggle of labour is 
over, give birth to new and more beautiful forms of existence. 
Ancient Egypt was indebted for its fertility to the periodic 
inundations of the Nile, which, had they not been provided 
against by mounds and dams, would have occasioned the utmost 
desolation. Nay, doth not this earth we inhabit, and which 
nourishes us, with all that fair and blooming vegetation spread 
over its surface, with all that boundless wealth and variety of 
animal life, and with all the civilisation and reflnement of man's 
existence, whose abode it constitutes ; doth not this earth, I 
say, teeming as it doth with fertility and life, rest on the 
gigantic remains of a primitive w'orld, submerged by the old 


HISTORY. 


309 


Hoods, and wliicli was often torn, eonvulsed, and rent asunder 
the eruptions of subtenaneons fire ? Well, the niii^Tatioii 
of the northern nations broug'ht about a sort of cliaotie strui»‘g’k' 
between the vai'ious elements of soeiety — it was a new 
Ogy/ 2 ;(‘an imindation of natiojis in the historical ages — but it 
laid the fruitful soil — the Instorical foundation of a new moral 
and intellectual form of life. This vast flux and reflux ol 
nations, rolling in incessant waves from tlie cast to the west, 
and from the north to the soutli. and back again to the east 
and to the north, this emission of immense armies issuing* in 
all directions from a conmum centre, and returning again to 
that centi’e from every side — all this vast movement must be 
lo{)ked u|)on as a strife and contention between the elemental 
powers of human society. The first effect, indeed, of such a 
strife of nature’s elements let loose, is to destroy, or at least, 
to impair, all existing organic forms ; and it must be confessed, 
this wild and p!’otraet(*(l state of confusion and anarchy does 
not present the mo^t pleasing and auspicious aspect to the eye 
of the liistoricnl observer. With respect to the latter circum- 
stance, we must recollect that the extremely slow progi’ess, and 
often unexpected delays, in the advancement of human society, 
correspond not always, and indeed rarely, to our wishes and 
expectations ; while, on the other hand, there are epochs in 
history, when we are amazed by the sudden out-burst of the 
most extraordinary events, and when a great splendour of moral 
and intellectual life surprises us of a sudden, like a bright 
morning in S})ring% In other words, there is a strong*, wise, 
and fatherly hand which guides and conducts the destinies of 
individuals, as well as the march of society, and the course of 
ages ; or, as the Scripture with touching simplicity saith, “ the 
Father hath resex’ved times unto himself ;” and time in his 
march keepeth not pace with the rapidity of our desires, nor 
moveth according to our views and hopes. But whatever may 
be, if I may so speak, the fearful tardiness wherewith the views 
of Providence over the destinies of the human race are accom- 
plished ; — a tardiness whereof man has to bear the greatest 
blame; or whatever may be, if 1 may so say, the long* delays 
of divine justice — the procrastination of the period of grace ; 
— it cannot be doubted that the general result of tlie great 
northern migration was most salutary, and that tha,t mixture of 
Germanic tribes with the degenerate population of Rome — that 
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alliance between tbe bealtby, vigoronSj and native intellectual 
energy of Germany, and the rapidly decaying civilisation of 
Rome, were productive of the migntiest -and most beneficial 
consequences. Whoever doubts the truth of this observation, 
may cure his scepticism by comparing the splendour, activity, 
and variety in the politico and intellectual existence of the 
modern Eu.ropean states,. that have sprung out of this union 
of the Germanic and Romanic nations, with the dull monotony, 
the thorough moral and inteliectual stupor which prevailed in 
the later Byzantine empire. 

But I have more than once observed that, independently of 
that progressive power of reason, inherent in all the forms and 
departments of human activity ; and independently of the ope- 
rations of Divine Providence, which form that high mysterious 
chain of unity which links together the different periods of man’s 
social progress ; independently, I say, of all these, there is a 
law of nature^^^ — a high, and secret principle of nature, presiding 
over the life and growth of human society— which, if kept in 
due subordination to the higher principle of Providence, will not 
be found iueompatible with it. The prevalence of this law of 
nature may be clearly traced in tbe history of mankind, and 
even in that of particular nations, when their social progress is 
not impeded or interrupted by violent or irregular causes. And 
in following the current of events in liistory, the historical ob- 
server can accurately distinguish the different periods of national 
development — the fii'st period of artless, yet marvellous, child- 
hood — the next of the first bloom and fiush of youth — later, 
the maturer vigour and activity of manhood— and at last the 
symptoms of approaching age, a state of general decay, and 
second childishness. This energy of nature, w'hich, together 
with the other higher and divine principle of human destiny, 
is inherent in mankind, displays itself even in the sphere of in- 
tellect, and particularly in the fiounshing eras of art and science. 
It is even still more, or at least quite as, perceptible in those 
creative moments already described, of a new, though perhaps, 
at first, a chaotic epoch of human society ; so far, at least, as 
those plastic, eventful moments are not the mere offspring and 
counterfeit production of revolutionary violence— but have 
issued from the very well-spring of nature. When the latter is 
the case, it w^ill be found that the whole tendency of these 
periods of extraordinary ferment in society is conducive to the 
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extension of the divine principle, and to the promotion of the 
views of Providence, as was eminently the casein the era of the 
great northern migrations; an era, when a catastrophe, at fost 
the most appalling, led to the further triumph of Christianity, 
which conferred on those robust, northern children of nature, 
the high consecration of an empire, which thereby, in its 
ulterior progress, far outshone the Roman, or any other old 
pagan dominion. But unquestionably the two conflicting 
elements in tliat eventful period, which contained the flrst 
germs of all mode^rn civilisation— the free-born energy of Ger- 
manic nature, and the Romanic refinement, science, and lan- 
guage, were happily blended and harmonised by the Christian 
religion only, which on that account must he regarded as the 
all-connecting bond— the one all-animating principle of social 
life in modern ages. But without that new lement of vital 
power furnished by the northern emigrations, Christianity alone 
would not have regenerated the degraded people of Rome, nor 
have restored its intellectual energy, then sunk to too low a 
state of debasement. Above all, the primitive, innate, and 
deeply-rooted corruption of the Roman government was beyond 
the power of remedy, and could only be removed by time. The 
evils of the age were, indeed, universal ; for, even in the bosom 
of Christianity, discord had broken out; and where even faith 
was preserved in its purity, there, to use the expression of Holy 
Writ, ‘‘much of first love was gone.’’ But for this, the in- 
fluence of Christianity on the Roman empire, and the Roman 
world, would have been far more extensive ; and a miraculous 
cure would have been wrought on the moral distempers of 
society, as on the physical diseases of individuals. And as holy 
hermits were often able to command the elements of nature and 
the savage beasts of the desert ; so a divine power, by its mild, 
conciliating, prompt, and effective influence would, in the first 
moment have allayed the wild jar and strife of the social 
elements. But these effects were accomplished only by slow 
degrees, by the soothing influence of time, and by the gradual 
infusion of the spirit of Christianity into the human mind. 

The progressive corruption and ever-growing disorders of the 
Roman world were productive of consequences in some degree 
important to Christianity, particularly in relation to after-ages. 
To forsake and renounce that world of cruelty and vice, that 
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kingdom of disshimlation, that age of confusion and harharism, 
and to seek by preference an abode and asylum in the wilder- 
ness, in the neighbourhood of lions and other savage animals 
of the desert, required no extraordinary impulse of Christian 
feeling, and scarcely more than a high effort of human courage 
And thus in that convulsed period of the Roman empire, and 
under the accursed domination of its last tyrants, Christian 
anchorets peopled the solitudes of Thebais, — those solitudes 
where the old pyramids and other monuments of hoar antiquity 
still speak in mute signs to the traveller, their grave and earnest 
language. Self-contemplation did not shut up these Christian 
anchorites within a narrow and egotistical sphere of thought, as 
is the case with the Indian recluse, who, to outward appearance, 
leads the same mode of life. As the primitive Christians evinced 
the power of faith and chai'ity by deeds and in sufferings, in 
words and in works of manifold kinds ; so prayer was to these 
solitaries the inward porch of a new and invisible world — a real 
business of life, and a bond of the closest and tenclerest con- 
nexion, whereby, though separated from tlie world, they 
remained, even at the remotest distance, intimately united with 
all who, like themselves, were firmly united to God. 

Thus it was that the primitive Christians displayed the power 
of divine Hope, and ardent Charity, not only in their heroic 
constancy under assaults, persecutions, sufferings and torments 
of all, even the most exquisite, kinds ; hut in their renunciation 
of society and of all earthly enjoyments, in their contempt and 
abandonment of a world, which seemed in tmth eternally dis- 
tracted and irretrievably undone. In the eremitical life, a 
simple handicraft was ordinarily coupled with the duty of 
spiritual contemplation, These first Christian anchorites of 
Egypt were the original and model of all later monastic insti- 
tutes ; although conformably to the living and quite practical 
spirit of Christianity, these institutes have generally admitted 
into their rules other useful and salutary exercises* adapted 
either to the general circumstances of the age, or to the wants 
of individuals — such as the education of youth — ^the cultivation 
of the sciences — the relief of the poor — the care of the infirm — 
and the practice of other works of charity. The anchorites, 
who lead a purely contemplative life, constitute a comparatively 
small and rare exception in the Christian church ; and they are 
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tolerated only fcecawse the ways of human nature are so in* 
finitely diversified, and often so strange and so singular. 

To resist their internal foes, to withstand the assaults of the 
fiend— the spirit of discord and corruption, and to preserve 
inviolate the purity of morals, as well as of faith, the primitive 
Christians as much needed the divine assistance, as to enable 
them to endure outwardly the torments of martyrdom, or to 
renounce in holy solitude the pleasures of the 'world. In this 
respect three different hinds of heresy, which -were so many 
trials the Christian religion had to sustain, are well worthy of 
our attention. From the very birth of Christianity, the Gnostics 
gave loose to the ardour of an Oriental fancy, indulged in a 
variety of Theosophistic speculations, and with their systems of 
Divine Emanations, Eradiations, Incarnations, and Persons, 
formed an almost mythological concatenation of ideas ; so that 
had it been possible for this sect to become predominant, and 
for Christianity to swerve into such a labyrinth of doctrines, our 
divine religion would have degenerated into a system of meta- 
physical fictions, not unlike the philosophic mythology and 
poetical creed of India. Happily these sects of Gnostics were 
not numerous, nor in general of long duration ; and they were 
extremely divided among themselves ; for a truly inventive 
fancy ever strikes out a path of inquiry for itself. But, when 
considered in an intellectual point of view, these sectaries, amid 
all their strange and whimsical errors, must ever command the 
attention of mankind. It would seem from aU appearance, (and 
indeed the nature of tilings would sufficiently warrant the in- 
ference) that many of these sects combined with their own 
peculiar notions the opinions of other Oriental sects, totally 
alien from Christianity. As the march of error is infinitely 
progressive, and as, from its very nature, false opinion is sure to 
branch out into a variety of ramifications, it is often difficult to 
determine with exactness whether some of these Gnostic sects, 
that spread through Cential Asia, and were lost in a multitude 
of others, were or not of a Christian origin. Of all the 
sects belonging to the Gnostic family, the iVlaiiich^^ alone 
appear to have had a longer existence ; and during the middle 
ages, they secretly germinated in Europe. 

The second corruption of Christianity was from Arianism, 
which corresponds to what in modern times is termed Rationalism ; 
though the former appeared in another and more Christian 
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form. That the dispute with Arianism was no mere verbal 
dispute — ^that it involved a capital article of faith— a cpestioi} 
of life or death for Christianity— a question whether the real 
Foundation— the essential Corner-stone— and Beginning of our 
faith were really, truly, and in verj deed divine, and irom God, 
and equal with God, or merely in a certain sense like to God— 
(an opinion which the Platonic, or any other system of philo- 
sophy might have included among its tenets) — that the dis- 
pute with Arianism was no mere verbal dispute, must be evi- 
dent to every upright, ingenuous, and unprejudiced mind. No 
sect has ever been so widely diffused, nor has ever taken such 
deep root ; and, by the arts and evasions of a prodigious sub- 
tilty, it maintained its principles under the mask of apparent 
submission. It was now that for the first time, the importance 
and power of a general council became apparent, in order to 
oppose to the many-shaped, subtle, and intangible spirit of 
error, a brief, but clear, and definite formulary of that faith 
which animated the bosom, and was rooted in the conviction of 
every Christian. This destructive rationalism of the early ages 
of Cnristianity was at last repressed, and became finally extinct; 
though the last ramifications of this sect have continued down 
to our times among the Eutychians of Armenia, and the Nesto- 
rians of Ethiopia. 

How much the unhappy disputes of Arianism contributed in 
this period of general decline, towards the downfal of the Roman 
empire, I have already had occasion to notice. But that pas- 
sion for dispute, which, if not innate in man, has at least be- 
come his second nature, and is, as it were, the original sin of 
human intellect, displays itself in a more striking degree in 
certain sects, that did not question any ai’ticle of faith, hut 
merely some subordinate matters of opinion, or the rights of 
ecclesiastical authority, and who conducted their disputes with 
the most unyielding obstinacy— such a passion, I say, displays 
itself more strikingly in these sects than in others, that called 
ia question points of faith, and who, so far as they were con- 
scientious in their errors, appear entitled to our respect and 
forbearance. .Among the former class of disputants must be 
ranked some of the smaller, less diffused, and obscurer sects of 
the first ages of the church, like the Montanists and Donatists; 
sects whose influence was on that account by no means unim- 
portant, and who occupy no insignificant place in the history of 
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their times ; for their errors constitute the third form of devia« 
tion from universal Ghristiaiiity. In the same category must 
we place the great schism of a later period, which severed the 
Greek from the Western church ; for this unhappy separation, 
as is well known, had no relation to any important dogma of 
Christianity. 

As the general councils of that period prove the self-preserving 
and self-sustaining power of Christianity, so the energy of 
Christian faith and Christian intellect displays its life, activity, 
and scientific progress in the numberless and manifold produc- 
tions of those first doctors of the church, so highly revered by 
all succeeding ages. The style and language of these works 
must be estimated by the standard of their age; and it would 
be absurd to expect them to possess,. in a like degree, the attic 
simplicity of a Xenophon, or the full and elaborate periods of a 
Livy. But with this single exception, these writings display 
the most varied talents for oratory, and philosophy, united with 
extensive learning, the purest feelings of religious love, andtlie 
most correct views in religion. And, to cite but one or two 
examples out of the multitude of ecclesiastical writers, St. 
Augustine, by the extent of his historical information, by a phi- 
losophy zealous in its inquiries after truth, but still irresolute, 
presents the image of a Christian Cicero, in a language some- 
what altered indeed, hut distinguished for a similar employment 
of rhetoric. Nor was this great man destitute of political dis- 
cernment and penetration ; and he certainly possessed a much 
more decided talent for speculative inquiry, than the old Roman 
who flourished in the last age of the republic. There was next 
that learned and holy recluse St. Jerome, who was as well versed 
in classical literature as in the Oriental languages, and who was 
gifted with a depth of critical discernment, and an original 
power of thought and expression, equalled by very few orators 
and thinkers in any age. 

The dread of a false Gnosis was at that period, as often in 
subsequent ages, an obstacle to the progress of a profound 
Christian philosophy. The leaning of the great ecclesiastical 
writer Origen, particularly in his youth, to some opinions of the 
Gnostics, excited long after his death many doubts and contro- 
versies respecting some points of his belief, and tended at least 
to impair the reverence with which his philosophic^ genius was 
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otlierwise regard ed. This was particiilarlj the case when the 
Arians made nse of some doubtful opinion of this great man for 
the support of their system; as indeed it often happens that an 
elevated system of philosophy is not completed in its parts, or at 
least that the individual errors it may contain are seized upon by 
the dull, innovating spirit of a superficial, and half-doubting faith, 
and debased to a quite alien and infeiior sphere of speculation, 
There is also another error, or rather illusion, which deserves 
to be noticed, as it is a characteristic incident in the history of 
those early ages of the church ; for it was no regular system of 
error, nor did its partisans constitute a sect ; but it was merely 
the exaggerated opinion of some individuals in the bosom of the 
church, who were animated by no intentions hostile to Christi- 
anity. I allude to tlie (so called) Milienarian doctiine, which, 
as it refers to the future liistorical destiny of Christianity, pos- 
sesses a high historical interest. Though the Prophet of the 
New l estament marked out the period of a thousand years for 
the duration of the triumph of the church, he expressly intima- 
ted thereby that that period could not he discovered nor deter- 
mined by human penetration, for, as the Scripture saith, ‘‘a thou- 
sand years are as one day with the Lord, and one day, as 
a thousand years and though the inspired waiter expressly 
added, that as the great combat, which man is doomed to on the 
earth and in earthly life, can never be completely terminated, a 
last combat awaited humanity at the close of those thousand 
years; many virtuous and praiseworthy men were still found, 
wdio depicted this kingdom of a thousand years in the most 
sensual colours of earthly felicity, and thus destroyed all faith 
in that prophetic w^arning, so necessary for man and for all ages 
— all belief in the ideal conception of the kingdom of divine 
truth : or, with reckless precipitancy equally misapplied the 
w'ords of the prophet, and (as has often been the case in suc- 
ceeding times) very unseasonably alarmed themselves and others; 
though that long series of ages marked out by the apostle for 
the progress of Christianity might have opened their ey^es, and 
tauglit them differently. But the principal cause which op- 
posed, and must ever oppose an insurmountable difficulty to the 
Miilenerian system of that and of all succeeding ages, is the 
limit assigned to the judgment of Christians in all that relates 
to the inscrutable decrees of Divine Providence; whether those 
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decrees regard individuals or mankind in general. Surely 
nothing could be conceived more disquieting, more fatal to 
human life, than for every individual to know before-hand with the 
utmost certainty from his birth the day and hour of his death ; 
and no greater calamity could happen to any man than a reve- 
lation of such a kind. The same remark is equally applicable to 
the world in general, where such fore ‘knowledge would only 
produce the utmost disorder and confusion. As ia the case of 
a sick man reduced to imminent danger from the increasing 
symptoms of dissolution ; though no man, not even the phy- 
sican, can positively know and determine with certainty the 
course of events, which is known to God alone, still every friend 
would wish that the patient should examine his interior, unite 
his thoughts to God, and set his house in order; so cases may 
be imagined, when this comparison would apply to inanicind at 
large,. 

Thus then on the Roman soil, and amid that world once so bril- 
liant, Christianity had grown up, like a tender, luminous plant, 
whose seed had come down from Heaven . F or the further e x pan - 
sion of that heavenly seed, for the formation of the Christian 
state, and the political organisation of Christian nations, we must 
allow that the all- wise and powerful Hand, which guides the. 
destinies of men and of nations, the march of ages, and the 
course of events, found it necessary to employ at first very 
violent, and (if we may borrow a term of the medical art) almost 
heroic remedies. The cause of this undoudtedly must be sought 
for in the fact, that although many great and holy men are to 
be found in the first ages of the church, mankind on the whole 
had very imperfectly corresponded to that mighty and divine 
impulse which Christianity had imparted to the world ; and had 
very soon and very quickly fallen into the most fearful dis- 
putes. Scarce had that indundation of the northern nations 
burst in upon the blooming garden of the Christian west, (and 
beneficial to mankind as have been the remote consequences and 
final results of that revolution, and defensible therefore as it may 
be in a historical Theodicea, still we cannot deny that its im- 
mediate effects were most terrible and destructive ;)— scarce, we 
say, had this inundation of the northern nations occurred when, 
in the opposite quarter of the east, there broke out among the 
nations of Asia, that mighty Arabian confiagration, whose 
flames were scattered over the terrified globe, by the sons of tlie 
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desert, guided by tlieir new prophet of unbelief, and animated 
themselves with all the enthusiasm of destruction. 

I am at a loss to conceive how some could have regarded it 
as a peculiar merit of this religion of empty arrogance and 
senseless pride, that it maintains and inculcates wdth purity a 
belief in one Almighty Deity, This, as the Sciipture says, the 
demons themselves, in their realms of eternal darkness, believe, 
without being on that account at all the better; and it is only 
a profound ignorance of the world and himself, that coiud ever 
make man forget and obliterate from his bosom that first 
foundation of all faith. All the elements of salvation, recon- 
ciliation, mercy, love, and happiness for mankind, to be found 
in eternal truth, and a belief in that truth, ail these are want- 
ing in the religion of Mahomet. There is not a more decided 
contrast than that presented by the silent progress of the new 
and divine light of truth in the primitive church, amid oppres- 
sion and persecution, in meek submission to every existing law, 
and, except in matters of faith, in a patient, unwearied, and 
cheerful submission to the hostile, but still legitimate, powers 
of the earth; and, on the other hand, that fanatic thirst of con- 
quest inspired by Mahomet— -that express precept to propagate 
by fire and sw'ord, throughout the four quarters of the globe, 
tne new Unitarian faith of Arabia. If some writers, instead 
of studying the history of modern Europe, in order to deduce 
from their researches new matter, and occasion for reviving the 
old contests about the respective rights and limits of the secular 
and ecclesiastical powers, would only examine with attention 
the history of the ancient Caliphate, they -would soon satisfy 
themselves of the fearful character of that institution, of the 
infernal spirit that produced that anti-Christian combination of 
spiritual and temporal authority, and of the horrible state of 
moral degradation to which it has reduced mankind in every 
country where it has prevailed. 

It was with the rapidity of a destructive fire that this mighty 
mischief spread over the countries of Asia, and a large portion 
of Africa, till it soon menaced the southern extremities of Eu- 
rope. When Mahomet died, he was master of Arabia^ a 
country that, from the earliest antiquity, had remained in a 
state of absolute seclusion from the rest of the world; and con- 
sequently, if this great revolution had remained confined wdthin 
the limits of this region, the religion of Mahomet would never 
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liave exerted so iniglity an Mstorical influence on other nations 
and kingdoms. But only a few score years from his decease, 
and under his immediate successors, the whole Western Asia 
between the Tigris and Euphrates, as far as the Mediterranean, 
Syria, and Palestine, down to Mount Taurus and the frontiers 
of Asia Minor, and soon again the whole northern coast of 
Africa, down to the opposite shores of Spain, were subdued by 
the disciples of the Koran; while at the same moment the 
Roman west and the empire of Persia were menaced by the 
arms of these formidable invaders. It was a general principle 
with the Mahometan conquerors to extirpate all recollection of 
antiquity in the countries which they subdued, to give them an 
entirely new form and aspect— or, in other words, to destroy 
and obliterate every vestige of tjje higher and better civilisation 
thst had adorned those once flourishing regions. 


BND OF LECTOEE XX. 
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LECTURE XII 

Sketch of Mahomet and his Eeligion — ^Establishment of the Saracenic 
Empire — New Organisation of the European West, and Restoration 
of the Christian Empire. 

From the earliest period, the pastoral tribes of Arabia have 
lived under their emirs, in all the wild independence of No- 
made nations; they were not, tiowever, without cities, as these 
were created and rendei'ed necessary by the trade of the cara- 
van, which in its journeys through the wilderness, and in its 
passage from one inhabited province to another, required these 
points of rest. A few of the frontier districts and maritime 
coasts were, indeed, possessed by some of the more ancient 
Egyptian Pharaohs; but the entire country was never subdued 
or conquered either by the Assyrians, the Persians, or the Ma- 
cedonian conquerors. Nor were the Romans more successful; 
and it was only in the reign of Trajan, the last of Roman em- 
perors, who meditated schemes of conquest, that a small frontier 
tract of Arabia Petrsea was taken possession of, and annexed to 
the Roman empire. Immediately on the death of Trajan, the 
Roman government recurred to tiie pacific policy of Augustus, 
who had considered it dangerous to enlarge the empire by any 
new conquests: and in consequence, this province of Arabia 
was abandoned by the Romans, and left to the enjoyment of 
its ancient freedom. 

This long-established liberty and total independence of aU 
roreign conquerors and rulers has not a little contributed to 
exalt among the Arabs a strong self-consciousness. Their 
origin, which is very nearly akin to that of the Hebrews, they 
deduce as descendants of Yoktan from Heher, who was an 
ancestor of Abraham, cr from Ishmael, the son of Abraham, 
that was born in the desert. Among these free and warlike 
pastoral nations, the feelings of clanship, the pride of noble 
descent, and the glory of an ancient and renowned race, and 
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again the mutual hostility of tribes transmitted from one gene- 
ration to another, the never-to-be-cancelled debt of blood, 
form the ruling and animating principle, nay the almost exclu- 
sive purport of existence. tribe-spirit of the Arabians 

has had a mighty influence on the origin and first development 
of the Mahometan religion, and has stamped on it a peculiar 
character. And among the Nomade nations, in a similar stag’e 
of social advancement, and who combine the freedom of the 
pastoral life with the commerce of caravans, and are not total 
strangers to the refnement of cities, the faith of Mahomet 
has not only obtained the easiest access, but has struck the 
deepest roots, and finds, as it were, its most natural disciples. 
For the Tartar nations in the interior parts of Asia, and the 
tribes of Berbers, who are the original inhabitants of the nortli 
of Africa, lead the same mode of life, though they cannot 
boast of the ancient origin and high descent ascribed to the 
Arabs. Compared with Roman degeneracy, with the corrup- 
tion of the Byzantine court, with Assyrian effeminacy, and the 
immorality of the great Asiatic cities, this tribe-character of the 
Arabians, as preserved in its purity during their ancient free- 
dom, appears undoubtedly to be of a less corrupt, more moral, 
and more generous nature. Doubtless the Arabs possessed in 
the first ages of their history, a great moral energy of will 
and strength of character, and even in the period of their de- 
cline, these qualities are still perceptible. On the other hand 
in this tribe character ^ and in those feelings of clanship, which 
determine all the social relations among that people ; pride, 
party- animosities, and the spirit of revenge, are the ruling ele- 
ments of life, and the passions to which all things are made 
subservient, or are sacrificed. The moral corruption of the 
human race, the profound disorder of man’s whole being, is 
proved as well by the constant proneness of civilised nations 
towards a soft voluptuousness of morals, or by the innate dis- 
position of politer classes and ages to a spirit of speculative 
contention, as by the rude pride and animosities of tribes, 
which considered in a natural point of view, appear to be 
purer ^nd less corrupt in their morals, or to possess greater 
strength and generosity of character. Those tribe-feelings 
and passions of pride and hatred, anger and revenge, pre- 
valent among the Arabians, are displayed in their ancient 
poetry, and even constitute its essential spirit and purport ; for 
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except those parables, riddles, and proverbial sayings in wMcb 
the Orientals so much delight, this poetry has no mythological 
fictions, like that of the Indians and the Greeks, nor with the 
exception of a certain enthusiasm of passion, does it evince an j 
truly fertile and inventive power of imagination. 

The old Arabians never possessed, like the Indians, Egyp- 
tians, and Greeks, a poetical, high-wrought, and scientificily 
arranged system of polytheism. The historical traditions of 
their different races had much analogy with those of the He- 
brews, and coincided with them in a variety of points ; for as 
they were of the Semitic race, they deduced their origin from 
Abraham and the other holy patriarchs of the primitive world. 
Flence the tradition of a purer faith, and the simple patriarchal 
worship of the Deity appear to have never been totally extin- 
guished among the Arabs ; though indeed the veracious Hero- 
dotus asserts, that they adored the Assyrian Venus under the 
name of Alilath. But such a mixture of religious doctrines 
and practices is by no means incredible, when we refiect on 
those periods in the history of the Hebrews, when though that 
people were in possession of the Mosaic revelation and code of 
laws, and though their whole arrangements of life were founded 
thereon ; though mighty and zealous prophets perpetually 
arose to warn them of their errors ; they still went after Baal, 
and still sacrificed their children to Moloch. In the age of Ma- 
homet, and shortly before his time, various kinds of idolatry 
had found their way among the Arabs from the neighbouring 
nations, who if not now, had formerly been plunged in the 
errors of paganism. At the same time several Jewish tribes 
existed in Arabia, and even some Christian communities, be- 
longing mostly to the Oriental sects, mingled with the rest of 
the population. The neighbouring Christian monarch, or 
ISiegus of -^Ethiopia, also exerted considerable influence on the 
different tribes and communities of Arabia. 

Mahomet felt the most decided aversion to all pagan idolatry, 
and even to all veneration of images ; and it is very possible, 
according to the opinion of a great historian, who, on the 
whole does not judge the Arabian prophet unfavourably, that 
the expectation which the Jews still entertained of the future 
coming of a Deliverer and Prophet, should have operated very 
powerfully on the mind and imagination of Mahomet. In the 
same way as the Jews, then incomparably more active tlian 
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afterwards, still expected who had long since come ; so 
certain Christian sects, totally misunderstanding the Scriptures 
which they interpreted according to their own arbitrary sense, 
believed that the Holy Ghost and the divine Paraclete whom 
the Saviour had promised was yet to come ; although the 
Saviour had promised that the Holy Spirit should come down 
upon his disciples immediately after his ascension, and had 
added, that the same spirit should for ever abide with them. 
Now every one who professed himself a Christian, knew very 
well from the Holy Scriptures, that a supernatural light had 
descended on the apostles in the first assembly they held, and 
when as they thought, their Lord and Master had abandoned 
them ; and that this light had transformed the disciples, till 
then weak, wavering, and trembling before the world, into 
apostolic men filled with the spirit of God, into prophets of 
eternal truth and divine love, humble, but energetic, and no less 
heroic than enlightened. That Assister and Comforter, or that 
guiding Paraclete promised by God to his disciples, wliich in the 
apostles had proved itself a spirit of knowledge, of illumination, 
and of insight into the mysteries of faith-— in the martyrs, a 
spirit of divine power and of heroic constancy under sufferings, 
was now in the great doctors of the church, and in the general 
councils, the guiding spirit of wisdom, rightly discerning and 
steadfastly adhering to the truths of revelation. But this truth 
did not prevent many leaders of those sects from regarding 
themselves in their own conceit as the Comforter and the 
Paraclete promised by God for the consolation of succeeding 
ages, or even from permitting themselves to be so considered 
by their own disciples. The supposition of the great historian 
just now cited, that these Judseo-Christian expectations of the 
future coming of an earthly Deliverer, Redeemer, and Teacher, 
or Prophet of the woi-ld, may have exerted no inconsiderable 
influence on the mind of Mahomet, and may have awakened 
similar conceptions and imaginations on his own head, is con- 
firmed by the fact, that the Koran itself contains no very obscure 
allusions and references to the notions of the Paraclete, and to 
a supernatural and divine power arid force under the very 
denomination used among the later Hebrews, and according to 
the very word sanctioned for that peculiar object. 

In the time of Mahomet, and shortly before him, the Caaba 
at Mecca constituted the great sanctuary of Arabian worship, 
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This, if we may so designate it, was a simple chapel of pagan 
pilgrimage, which contained the black stone, the object of the 
religious devotion of the Arabs from a very ancient period. 
The idolatrous worship of such shapeless or conical blocks of 
stone was by no means unknown to the wayward genius of 
ancient polytheism. We meet with a similar form of idolatry 
in the mythology of the Greeks, though set off and embellished 
by the peculiar fancy of that people ; and instances of a like 
kind were to be found in the worship which the neighbouring- 
people of Syria paid to Belus or Baal. Those stones which 
are frequently mentioned by ancient historians as having fallen 
from heaven, may probably have given rise to this peculiar 
species of idolatry ; and the fact itself (as now indeed is often 
the case with the general traditions of antiquity) is sufficiently 
proved by the existence of those well-known mefeor stones, 
whose origin, though they have undergone chemical analysis, 
and mineralogical investigations, still remains, even in the 
present advanced state of modern science, a problem of no 
small difficulty. 

The Arabian tribe from which Mahomet was spnmg, had 
long been intrusted with the care and custody of the Caaba 
and the black stone, and placed its highest glory in this its 
allotted dignity. According to the Arabian tradition, Abraham 
had first erected the Caaba, and the Amalecites had afterwards 
repaired it. When the tribe of Koreish, who were invested 
with this high charge, had to rebuild this temple ; they were at 
^ loss to know how the sacred black stone should be fixed in 
the walls, and what hand should touch the consecrated piece, 
when quite unexpectedly, this honour fell to the lot of Mahomet, 
than a stripling of fifteen. For this reason, we may well 
suppose that this ancient seat of Arabian woi-ship — the Caaba 
— produced one of those youthful impressions that determined 
the future destiny of this extraordinary man. Even in the 
religious system which he afterwards founded, this ancient 
sanctuary with its ma^cal stone, has remained in evexy age a 
high object of veneration ; and it is only in our times that the 
temple of Mecca, has been exposed to the rage of the 
Wechahites, who^ though their i-eligious fury has taken an 
opposite course, exhibit the old Arabian character in all its 
fanatical violence. But this old black stone- idol is a very re- 
markable feature ia the history of Mahomet and of his reiigdon. 
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In tlie holy temple of the CaaBa, were kept and suspended the 
seven most remarkable poems wMch had won the prize over the 
other tribe-songs of the Arabs— a species of poetry peculiar to 
this people, and breathing all the enthusiasm of pride and 
hatred. In these compositions, Mahomet held a very distin- 
guished rank, and long before he announced himself as a 
prophet, his poetry which far outshone that of his competitors, 
had raised him to a high degree of honour and consideration. 
It was only in the fortieth or forty-second year of his age, and 
after a long and solitary abode in a cavern during what the 
Mahometans term the night of divine decrees/’ that Mahomet 
formed the first determination, and thought he felt the first 
inward calling to the mission of a prophet. The first^ person 
that believed in this mission, and acknowledged him for a 
prophet, was his own wife Cadijah, who, though a rich widow, 
had bestowed her hand on Mahomet, when his sole patrimony 
consisted of five camels and an Ethiopian maid- servant, and 
had thus raised him to a station of wealth and independence, 
it is worthy of notice, that it is only in the epileptic fits to 
which he was subject, that he is represented as having myste- 
rious colloquies with the angel Gabriel. Others represent him 
as a lunatic ; and in connexion with this charge I may mention 
the story, that he wished to pass with his disciples as a person 
transfigured in a supernatural light, and that the credulity of 
his followers saw the moon, or the moon’s light, descend upon 
him, pierce his garments, and replenish him. That veneration 
for the moon, which still forms a national or rather religious 
characteristic of the Mahometans, may perhaps have its foun- 
dation in the elder superstition, or pagan idolatry of tlie 
Arabs. 

Modern historians have often complained of the difficulty of 
ascertaining the precise truth in the history of Mahomet, from 
the severity of his opponents on the one hand, and the enthusi- 
astic admiration of his Eastern partisans, on the other. If we 
think proper to follow those writers only, who, by their acquaint- 
ance with the language, have copied from Arabic authorities, we 
shall find that their narratives are much distorted by fanaticism, 
and rendered almost unintelligible by an absurd exaggeration. 
Independently of the evident traces in this religion of a demo- 
niacal influence and operation ; undoubted historical facts 'will 
fiirnish us with sufficient data for forming a clear and definitiv e 
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opinion on the character of Mahomet and the nature of his 
reiigion. Although the Arabs of that age, like other nations 
of tliat timCj and the ancient Hebx’ews, universally thought that 
supernatural works were to be expected from a prophet ; and 
that the high power of miracles was necessary to prove a divine 
mission; yet Mahomet found it more fitting or convenient to 
declare, that he could dispense with the aid of miracles, as he 
came not to found a new religion, but to restore the purity of 
the old — the faith of Abraham, and the other patriarchs. 
Even though we had not such clear and positive historical 
proofs and testimonies, respecting the nature of that presentient 
faith of Abraham, and the other patriarchs of the Old Testament 
—a faith which pointed to all the mysteries of futurity — still to 
suppose that the religion of those pious fathers of hoar antiquity, 
were nothing more than that system of (so called) pure, but in 
reality shallow, and meaningless. Theism, which the pretended 
Arabian reformer has announced to the world, would be little 
consonant with probability, and little conformable to the nature 
and march of the human mind. Considered in its true internal 
spirit, and divested of its outward garb of Oriental customs and 
symbolical language, the religion of Mahomet, on a closer inves- 
tigation, will be found rather to bear a stronger affinity to the 
inane and superficial philosophy of the eighteenth century ; 
and if that philosophy were honest and consistent, it would not 
hesitate loudly to proclaim and openly to revere Mahomet, if 
not as a prophet, still as a real reformer of mankind, the first 
promulgator and mighty teacher of truth, and the founder of 
the pure religion of reason. 

Such a dead empty Theism, such a mere negative Unitarian 
faith, is little adapted for the true purposes of a religion, though 
it may form the basis of some scholastic system of Eatioixalist 
theology. Regarded as a religious system, the creed of Ma- 
homet is neither old or new ; but is in part perfectly void and 
meaningless, and in part composed of very mixed materials. 
The part in it which is new, is that fanatic spirit of conquest it 
has inculcated and diffused through the world ; and that part 
in it which is old, is copied from the Hebrew traditions and 
the Christian revelation, or contains allusions to the one or to 
the other, including some old Arabian customs and usages 
which this religion has still retained. 

In the first infancy of the Mahometan faith, and dming th© 



HIS TOB Y* 


m 


first disputes and wars which occurred about that religion, a 
number of Mahomet’s followers were obliged to seek refuge in 
-^Ethiopia, when the Christian monarch of that country asked 
them whether they were Christians. They cited in reply se- 
veral passages from the sayings and poems of their prophet, 
relating to the Saviour, to Ms birth, and to the Virgin Mary. 
In these the prophet spoke of the birth and origin of our 
Saviour, as of a Gnostic eradiation or emanation of divine 
power ; and though such language was by no means consonant 
with the Christian doctrine of the divinity of Christ, yet it was 
calculated to produce on the minds of some of the eastern sec- 
taries a very false and deceitful impression. Favourable to 
Christianity as some of these expressions might at first sight 
appear to the ignorant, there was much again that betrayed 
a spirit of the most decided hostility towards the Christian 
religion. Even the proMbition of wine was perhaps not so 
mu3i intended for a moral precept, which considered in that 
point of view, would be far too severe, as for answering a reli- 
gious design of the founder ; for he might hope that the 
express condemnation of a liquid which forms an essential 
element of the Christian sacrifice, would necessarily recoil on 
that sacrifice itself, and thus raise an insuperable barrier be- 
tween his creed and the religion of Christ. The peculiar 
spirit and true character of any religious system, must be 
judged not so much by the letter of its professed doctrines, as 
by its practice and prevailing usages. And thus that estab- 
lished custom is extremely remarkable, which makes it impe- 
rative on every Jew who may wish to become a Mahometan, 
previously to receive the rite of baptism. Thus did Mahomet 
think to stand upon the basis of Christianity ; and while 
addressing the Arabs, he appealed solely to the religion of their 
first ancestor, and of the other patriarchs, he assigned in his 
graduated scale of revelation, the first degree to Judaism, the 
second to Christianity, and the third and highest to his own 
Islam. That he was a mere fanatic, and entirely devoid of 
all ambitious or political views, I cannot admit; and although 
he himself had even been more unconscious of a deliberate 
hostility towards the mysteries of the true religion, another 
may have inspired him with that subtle design. 

Such then was this new, or, as the founder himself styled it, 
this pure old doctrine of all-conquering Islam, and of all sur- 
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passing faith, which this pretended restorer of the religion of 
Abraham — *this false Paraclete of misconceived promise and 
idle phantasy, brought and announced to the world a •pro” 
phet without miracles — a faith without mysteries— and a 
morality without hve, which has encouraged tlie thirst of 
blood, and which began and terminated in the most unbounded 
sensuality. Supposing even, that one of the leading points in 
this system of morals, the re-establishment of poh-gamy to 
such a wide extent, and at a period of the world when this 
institution was formally abolished among many nations, and 
among others had fallen into disuse, could be in some measure 
excused by the customs of Asia, the wants of climate, and 
the general prejudices of the nation, or other like cause ; — 
what must we think of a code of morals professing to be divine, 
whicli in opposition to the Christian doctrine of pure happiness 
enjoyed by the celestial spirits in the intuition of God, and to 
which man must even in tliislife, aspire by vigilant preparation, 
if he wishes to render himself wbrthy of that state-can form 
no other ideal of supreme feheity — can devise no other expe- 
dient to fill up the immense void which this religion has left 
in the supernatural world, than a boundless Harem — a Paradise 
of lust, portrayed in the most glowing colours of sensuality! 

That part of the Mussulman morality relating to our fellow- 
beings; the precepts of alms-deeds which it prescribes, is the 
only part entitled to praise, which we willingly accord; and 
we sincerely trust that not merely the commandment, but 
the custom and practice of charity among Christians may 
never prove inferior. But in every other respect, this religion 
permits not only hatred and vengeance, in opposition to that 
Christian precept so repeatedly inculcated, and so deeply en- 
graven on our minds — the pardon of our enemies ; but it 
encourages, and even commands irreconcileable hostility, eternal 
warfare, eternal slaughter, to propagate throughout the wmrld 
a belief in this blood-stained prophet of pride and lust. Perhaps 
all the Heathen nations put together, in the long series of ages, 
have not offered to their false gods so many iiunian victims, 
as in this new Arabian idolatry have been sacrificed to this 
highly extolled anti-Chiistian prophet. For the essence of 
idolatry is not in names or in words, in rites or in sacrifices ; 
but in the nature of things, in the actual transactions of life, 
in un-Christian customs, and anti-Christian sentiments, and there 



BISTORT. 


329 

Is even that old black stone-idol, of wMcb I have said before in a 
figurative sense, that it has ever remained firmly fixed in the 
religion of Mahomet. The commencement of this religion 
was not marked by any contest about mysteries of faith, or 
points of doctrine; but by combats of another kind more conge- 
nial to the spirit of the Arabs, by a war which broke out between 
the party of Mahomet, and the hostile tribe which refused to 
acknowledge him for a prophet, and whose refusal occasioned 
his flight from Mecca. In this contest he drew the sword, 
fought courageously against the unbelievers, and by overpower- 
ing by force of arms all wbo refused to recognise bim as a 
prophet, thought to prove his divine mission. He met, how- 
ever, with much resistance, and had many factions to over- 
come, before he succeeded in subduing the various tribes of 
his nation. This contest lasted for ten years, up to the very 
moment of his death, when he died master of all Arabia. 
Shortly before that event, he wrote very insolent letters to 
the Emperor Heraclius, and the great King of Persia, sum - 
moning t lem to acknowledge him for a prophet, and to believe 
in his mission. Both gave rather evasive replies, than positive 
jpefusals ;-“SO great was the terror which this new power of 
Hell had already struck into the world. 

Immediately on the death of Mahomet, a great contest arose 
among his disciples. On one side AH, his son-in-law by 
marriage with his daughter Fatima, and on the other Abu- 
beker, his father-in-law, whose daughter Ayesha was the 
surviving widow of the prophet, and who was afterwards 
succeeded by Omar, contended with aU the might of their 
respective adherents for superiority and dominion ; and this 
bloody family^quarrel, wbicb distracted the very infancy of the 
Arabian empire, has produced among Mahometan nations a 
long and protracted religious schism, which has continued 
down to the present day. This was originally a mere per- 
sonal dispute, and not a dogmatic controversy as among Chris- 
tian sects; for the religion of Mahomet furnishes no matter 
for such controversies, as in reality it contains Ettle of a doc- 
trinal nature, and recognises no dogmas but the two contained 
in the seven Arabic words of the well-known symbol of Islam : 
— There is no God but God, and Mahomet is the Apostle 
of God.” The one of these is a declaration of the self-evident 
tenet of the unity of God, but levelled indirectly against the 



330 


PHILOSOPHY OP 


Cliristian dogma of the Trinity; while the other expresses the 
divine mission of Mahometj and by calliiig forth a veneration 
that leads to the contempt and rejection of all things besides, 
has, in a practical point of view, really established a new 
species of idolatry. Abubeker and Omar asserted that they 
alone were the legitimate Caliphs and successors of Mahomet ; 
and as the partisans of Ali rejected the supplement founded 
On oral tradition, to the poems and maxims of the prophet, 
they were stigmatised as schismatics by the opposite party. 
In Persia, the sect of AH has remained predominant down to 
the present day; and as in that country, the ancient traditions 
and old national poetry have been partly preserved, and have 
been combined in a very pecuHar manner with the tenets of 
Mahometism, many bolder, freer, and less contracted notions 
have found their way among this people. Hence it is very 
possible that on a closer investigation, we could discover a 
great difference in the intellectual character of these two sects, 
not so much, perhaps, in religious doctrines, about which there 
is here little room for inquiry, as in moral feehngs and views of 
life. 

The progress of the Arabian conquests was not checked by 
these internal disputes. Five years after the death of M ahomet, 
and fifteen from the commencement of the Hegira, the city of 
Jerusalem was conquered by the arms of the Arabs ; and in the 
eighteenth year of the same era, Egypt became a Mussulman 
province. The thirtieth year of the Hegira was not yet ter- 
minated, before the whole empire of Persia was subdued, and 
its last monarch of the race of Sassanides, Yezdegerd, had 
perished in foreign parts, a suppliant and a furtive. In the 
fiftieth year of the Hegira, Arabian vessels menaced and be- 
sieged Constantinople, which was indebted for its deliverance 
chiefly to the use of the Greek fire. In the ninetieth year of 
the same era, while on one side the Arabs extended their 
victorious arms over India, they subverted on the other the Vi- 
si-Goth kingdom in Spain and Portugal, and became masters of 
the whole Hesperian peninsula, as far as those inaccessible 
mountains, in whose fastnesses a fugitive remnant of the ruling 
Goths, and of the old inhabitants of the country had intrenched 
themselves, thence to cany on that struggle for freedom, which 
till the final conquest of Granada, and the complete expulsion 
of the Moors from Spain, lasted for a period of eight hundred 
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years. After the downfal of the first dynasty of Caliphs of the 
house of Ommiyah, and the subsequent accession of the Ab- 
bassides to the enapire, a separate and independent Caliphate 
was established in Mussulman Spain, and lasted there for 
several ages. The Arabs had scarce achieved the conquest of 
Spain, when they aspired to the possession of the Visi-Goth and 
Burgundian provinces of France. But a term was at last put 
to the progress of their arms, by the mighty victory which the 
Frank hero, Charles Martel, gained between Tours and Poitiers, 
over their general, Abderame, who fell on the field with the 
fiower of his troops, in the twentieth year after the conquest of 
Spain, and in the hundred and tenth year of the Hegira. Thus 
did the arm of Charles Martel save and deliver the Christian 
nations of the West, from the deadly grasp of all-destroying 
Islam. In Asia the universal dominion of the Arabs was more 
and more firmly consolidated, and the second of the Abbassides, 
Almansor, erected the city of Bagdad, or the new Babylon, not 
far from the country where the old was situated, and which was 
thenceforth the vast metropolis of an immense empire.^ 

^ It may not perhaps be uninteresting to the reader to compare 
with Schlegel’s account of Mohammedanism, an admirable though 
briefer sketch of the same religion by the hand of another great master 
—the illustrious Goerres. In the Synopsis which he has published of 
the Lectures on Universal History, that he has been for several years 
delivering at Munich, we find the following remarkable passage on the 
Mohammedan religion. The author after speaking of the various trials 
which the Christian church had to endure, says; “Hence the young 
church must wrestle with all the forms of error in the Gnostic doctrines 
and in the other heresies ; one after the other she remains the triumpli- 
ant conqueress over all, and maintains against every attack her well- 
balanced equilibrium. At length, when the contest has raged for cen- 
turies, the enemy combines in one focus aU the scattered rays of error; 
and the Prophet of Mecca knows how to balance himself therein. The 
rigid Monotheism of his doctrine, which by denying the Trinity, and 
with it all personal manifestation of the Deity, limits its idea to the 
depths of eternity, without admitting any true or living communica- 
tion of the Godhead with what appertains to time, naturally allures the 
metaphysical pride which in this abstraction hath made itself its own 
god. The ethical Pantheism which this religion professes, while it fur- 
nishes a pretext, a motive, and a palliation to all the pretensions of the 
mighty, to the ambition of usurpers, the violence of pride, and the arro- 
gance of tyranny, and at the same time consoles and disarms the in- 
jured and the oppressed, by the inevitableness of destiny, must draw to 
Its preacher the men of the sword, of violence, and of blood, and link 
those once bound indissolubly to him. The sensual Eudaimonismf to 
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The new religion and conquests of the Arabs may he con- 
sidered in the light of a new migration of natioxis, as no in- 
considerable portion of the Moorish population passed into 
Spain; and this Arabian migration has exerted in Asia and in 
Africa, a far more extensive influence on empire, language, 
manners, political institutions, and intellectual cultivation, than 
the invasion of the Germanic tribes has exercised in Europe. 
When we compare the emigrations of the Germanic tiibes, 
with those of the Arabs, and consider the violence which cha- 
racterised the latter, the pernicious influence they have exerted 
on the human mind, and on, civilisation, and the despotism they 
have invariably introduced into political and domestic society, 
we may look upon tbe migrating tribes of Germany, almost as 
colonies, which though originally they partook of a warlike cha- 
racter, yet inclined more and more to a peaceful nature, and 
ultimately assumed that spirit, when the tumult of intermediate 
anarchy had subsided, and Christianity had more intimately 
blended and finally incorporated the new settlers and the old 
inhabitants. 

As the divine author of Christianity had promised his disci- 
ples, that the high power of God should ever abide with them, 
should guide and defend them ; and that tlie assisting and coun- 
selling Spirit of truth, of peaceful order, and of active zeal 
should never be removed from them; the efficacy of this divine 
promise was now manifested during this intermediate period of 
anarchy ; and though in a different form from what it appeared in 
the earlier ages of the church, yet was it perfectly adapted to the 
exigencies of time. The great problem of the age was first in 
this new agglomeration of nations, to endeavour to allay the 
agitated elements of society, till after that agitation had sub- 
sided, they should grow and strengthen into organic life and 

which his creed opens so free a scope, both in this world and the next, 
must rally round the apostle of lust, the multitude that burns with all 
the passionate glow of that fervid zone, and place under his control 
all the wild, fiery energies of that region. And thus do the cold doc- 
trine, the cutting steel, and. the destroying fiame go before him as his 
missionaries; and the south and the east, and soon even a part of the 
European west, are bowed under the yoke of his religion : and while in 
the Caliphate he founds for it a new spiritual and secular empire, the 
modern world between Christianity and IVIohammedanism becomes 
divided into night and day.” — “ Goerres Tiber die Grundiage der Welt- 
geschichte,” page 99-100. Breslaw, 1830. — Tj'ans, 
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form ; and next, to preserve the heritage of European science 
and letters, and thus sow the seeds of a richer and more flour- 
ishing* harvest for future ages. And to effect this bj the mild 
and genial influence of Christianity, was the object, the task, 
and the work of the distinguished ecclesiastics, bishops, dignita- 
ries, and other apostolic men of those ages. The two great 
popes, Leo and Gregory, shone conspicuous above all their con- 
tempoi*aries, and were in that period of anarchy, a pillar of 
strength and a shield of safety to afflicted Rome and Italy — the 
guarfians of European society and of Christian science. Both 
by their practical and instructive writings, are considered as the 
last of the ancient fathers ; and Leo even is remarkable for 
great purity of diction and force of eloquence. In point of 
science and learning, the succeeding bishops and dignitaries of 
the church cannot indeed be compared with the ancient fathers ; 
but on the other hand, they united with a true Christian piety 
a practical sense that never failed to discern everywhere what 
was fitting for the emergency of the moment. The monastic 
schools founded by St, Benedict were indeed of a very different 
nature from the primitive eremitical institutes of Egypt ; and 
entirely adapted to the exigencies of Europe in that age, they 
were the asylums and seminaries of learning and philosophic 
contemplation ; and while they promoted the interests of educa- 
tion, they were equally conducive to the progress of agriculture. 
A number of works have sufEciently shown how much the in- 
fluence of the Benedictine order, which for many centuries 
extended over all the countries of the West, has advanced the 
intellectual civilisation of modern Europe, and indeed sown its 
first seeds. 

By Bishop Boniface the Christian religion was established 
and widely diffused in the interior of Germany. At an earlier 
period, otlaer holy men animated with an apostolic zeal, forty 
of whom were sent by Pope Gregory the Great, carried the 
light of the Gospel into Britain; where it was received with 
peculiar avidity by the Piets and Scots, and the old inhabitants 
of Erin, as well as by the Anglo-Saxons. In true Christian 
piety, and in such knowledge and science as the age possessed, 
England during this Saxon period, prior and down to the reign 
of Alfred, maintained nearly a pre-eminence above the other 
kingdoms of the West. Even that apostle of the Germans, 
Boniface, originally named Winfried, came from England ; and 



PHmOSOPHY OP 


S34 

among the writers of the age, Alcuin asserted the intellectual 
superiority of the Anglo-Saxon Christians. Limited as was 
the knowledge of the western world in those ag*es, and narrow 
the circle of European science and learning, still we hnd in 
those times, but almost only in the West, writers of very 
original powers, and peculiar turn of mind, whose writings, 
composed either in a barbarous Latin, or in a half-formed Ro- 
manic vernacular tongue, are the faithful and instructive mirrors 
of the spirit of the times. On the other hand, the later 
Byzantine writers, though they possessed incomparably greater 
resources, and much more extensive philological acquirements, 
have produced nothing hut learned compilations. 

Now there arose in the West, Christian kings, heroes, and 
legislators, both among the Franks and the Saxons, such as 
Charlemagne and Alfred, who as men were not indeed fault- 
less, hut who should be judged and appreciated according to 
the character of their times ; a knowledge of which is neces- 
sary for rightly understanding the spirit of these extraordinary 
men. In peace and in war they endeavoured firmly to estab- 
lish and new model society on Christian principles and maxims; 
and they restored the western in the form of a great Christian 
empire, destined to defend and protect all Christian states — 
all the civilised nations of the European confederacy, against 
barbarian invasion and interiaal anarchy. 

If we compare these Frank and Saxon kings and emperors, 
valiant and chivalrous as they were, thirsting for glory, yet 
seeking and establishing peace, honouring justice, and founding 
or restoring laws, on one hand with those Saracen rulers and 
caliphs, ever burning with a rage for conquest and destruction, 
and on the other hand, with that Byzantine court, presenting 
almost always the uniform picture of corruption, and ruEng 
over an empire pining in hopeless decay — if we contrast those 
flashes of genius which distinguished the writings of the 
western nations, with the dead, spiritless monotony pervading 
all the productions of the Byzantine intellect, superior as the 
Greeks were to the rest of Eui'ope in erudition, science, and 
literary stores ; we shall find in this comparison, (taking into 
consideration the imperfection of all human things, and actions, 
and persons, for even in this period of the world, errors and 
defects are to be found in the conduct of individuals mixed up 
with the most praiseworthy qualities) we shall find, I say, in 
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this comparisoo, the best vindication and the highest eulogiuin 
of the Catholic West and its earlier history. The misrepre- 
sentation of that history formerly so frequently made by the 
passions, the exaggerations, and the prejudiees of party, has 
still an injurious influence, but is with us no longer in season; 
for the moment has arrived, when fixed in the right centre, we 
must now begin to take a more complete and comprehensive 
survey of the primitive world, and classical antiquity, next of 
the history of the middle age, and of modern times, down to 
the present day, and to that approaching futurity still in the 
crisis of its formation ; and when *we must judge them with 
more correctness in all their details, and understand them 
better by examining their relative position in the great plan of 
history, and estimate them iEll by the standard given to us by 
God, which is the only true one. Then we shall judge these 
particulars without predilection, and without aversion, sine 
odio et sine dilectione^' which is somewhat more than that 
excellent and greatest of all ancient historians, who gave 
utterance to this saying, really accomplished, or was indeed in 
his time and with his principles capable of accomplishing. 
For it is only the knowledge and complete comprehension of 
the great scheme of history, which can enable us to rise above 
the particular transactions of our own, or of a foreign nation, 
of the present times or of past ages ; and it is this knowledge 
which can alone clearly and safely determine the feeling with 
which we should regard particular historical facts. But for 
that end, the ancient historian, as well as all antiquity, wanted 
the clue which Christianity alone has given us, to the internal 
connexion of the world’s history, and which they who seek for 
it elsewhere but in this religion, will certainly seek in vain. 

In this period of anarchy, and during the sway of the Lom- 
bards, tlie circumstances of the times gave to the popes a para- 
mount authority in the internal administration of the city and 
district of Rome; as well as a general political influence over 
all Italy ; an influence which was for the most part very salu- 
tary, and tended effectually to insure the public peace and 
prosperity. I must here observe that this political position and 
power of the popes, so naturally adapted to the circumstances 
of the times, and to the general situation of the western 
world, was first put in a clear and correct point of view by 
writers not beiomisiniS to the Catholic church. For the politi- 
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cal historians on the Catholic side have, in almost evesy 
country, retained too lively a recollection of the warm disputes 
as to the respective limits and rights of the ecclesiastical and 
secular power, not to he swayed by such feelings in their con- 
ception and accounts of an age long gone by; and this has 
certainly weakened the impartiality becoming the tribunal of 
history. 

After the subversion of the Ostro-Goth dominion in Italy, 
the disgrace or dissatisfaction of the Byzantine general, 
Narses, provoked the incursion of the Lombards into Italy. 
This people were not so excjusively devoted to the Arian party; 
as a portion of them, and several among their kings professed 
the Catholic religion ; hut they were far from possessing the 
mild, generous character of the Goths, and their sway often 
proved oppressive in Italy. Yet every thing appeared more 
desirable and more tolerable in the opinion of maiiy other- 
wise unprejudiced historians, than the impending danger of 
Byzantine rule. When in the middle of the seventh century, 
the Greek Emperor Constans 11. waged war in Italy againsfe 
the Lombards, and in the course of the war conquered Rome, 
the plunder, especially of the treasures of ancient art, was so 
immense, that compared with these Greek devastations, all the 
earlier and destructive ravages of the Goths appeared to be 
nothing. The ships which were conveying to Constantinople 
all these plundered treasures of art, fell into the hands of the 
Arabs, and were destroyed, so that it was never known what he - 
came of their valuable freight. So true it is, that Rome perished 
solely and entirely by her own hand, by internal discord, and 
the weight of her own corruption, and not by the hands of 
Germans or of Goths • 

When at the commencement of the eighth century, the do- 
minion of the rude Lombards became oppressive, and the Greek 
sway under the Iconoclast Leo was still more detested, and all 
the cities and provinces of Italy had revolted against it ; Pope 
Gregory 11. without any previous concert, and by unanimous 
consent, was placed at the head of the Italian league, and de- 
clared its chief ; but he warned his countrymen against the 
dangers of precipitation, exhorted them to the maintenance of 
peace, and ever cherished the hope of obtaining a friendly 
reconciliation with the Byzantine emperor. The rigid prohi- 
bition of the religious use of images was proper in those cases 
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only, where the use of them was not confined to a mere devo- 
tional respect, but was likely to degenerate into a real adoratiori 
and idolatry, and where a strict separation from pagan nations 
and their rites was a matter of primary importance, as was 
the case in the Jewish dispensation of old. But now that the 
Mahomedaii proscription, and scornful rejection of all holy 
emblems and images of devotion, arose from a decidedly anti- 
Christian spirit, that displayed itself either in open violence or 
secret machination against the Christian religion ; this By- 
zantine attack on images, and this furious war against all 
symbols of piety, which in its ulterior consequences might and 
must have proceeded to much greater lengths, can be regarded 
only as a mad contagion of the moral disease of the age. This 
disorder and frenzy indeed subsided ; and the Greeks of the 
Byzantine empire in their religious rites, as well as dogmas, 
have remained Christians, and faithful to the old Christian 
traditions. Yet this controversy on the use of images, and the 
animosities and jealousies w^hich it enkindled between the 
Christians of the East and West, did not a little contribute to 
that perfectly groundless, irrational, and unhappy schism which 
has severed the Greeks from the universal church. 

The protracted contest between the kings of Lombardy and 
the Greek Exarchs of Bavenna, (during whose disputes the 
popes felt the calling and inclination, but bad not the power 
to exercise the high functions of protectors to oppressed Italy,) 
naturally provoked the arbitration of the Franks, led to the 
establishment of their protectorate over Italy, and was thus the 
first occasion of the restoration of the Western Empire, and of 
the foundation of the great Christian imperial monarchy. The 
sublime idea of such an empire sprang solely and entirely 
out of circumstances and events, as they arose, and had not by 
any individual been fully anticipated, much less clearly under- 
stood. Hence we cannot attribute to any persons the blame or 
entire merit of events that really took place of themselves, by 
the mere force of circumstances, the spirit of the times, and the 
happy impulse of a lofty inspiration. Nor can we at this remote 
distance of time, and under circumstances so totally dissimilar, 
institute a formal discussion (in the manner of the Jurists) on 
the lawfulness or unlawfulness of any particular measure in this 
great series of public acts. No country besides was oppressed 
by so many and such contending rulers, as that Italy which had 
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once bowed ali nations beneath her yoke, Sicily, which had 
been conquered by the Arabs, ]aboui*ed under the most cruel 
oppression; and it was the tyrannical conduct of the Greek 
governors that had paved the Way for the conquest of that 
island. In the third century, the Franks had already migrated 
into Gaul; their rulers were from the origin of their emj^ire 
most devoted to Christianity; and had besides in their conduct 
towards kindred or neighhouring nations, evinced a more 
judicious, prudent, and systematic policy, than had been shown 
by any other Germanic or Gothic tribe, in the invasion and 
subsequent government of the Roman provinces. This nation, 
which from its origin had ever been warmly attached to the 
Catholic church, which had subdued the Visi-Goth kingdom in 
Gaul, had become masters of the Burgundian provinces, wioiie 
it perpetually strove to extend and consolidate its dominion in 
the interior of Germany ; was now, after its splendid victory over 
the Saracens, and the general protection which this victory had 
insured to ali Christendom, called into Italy, less by the pope and 
the Romans, than by the state of affairs, and the urgency of times 
and circumstances, there to terminate anarchy, and re-establish 
tlie ancient order of things, or one better adapted to the exigencies 
of the age. The empire of the Franks was henceforward the 
most powerful state in the West, and was indeed the great 
centre of the civilised world; as afterwards became, though on 
a higher and more extended scale, the great Christian empire 
of the middle age in Germany and in Italy. Here we find that 
high clue in human Hstory to which we sliouM ever adhere — 
on one side, the luminous trace of the more immediate provi- 
dence of God— -and on the other, the gradual unfolding of the 
human mind, evinced in science as in language, in feelings 
as in modes of thinldng — an intellectual development, which 
though often concealed, and, as it were, buried beneath 
the agitated surface of external events, forms (together with 
the conduct of Divine Providence,) the real and essential 
matter and purport in the history and progress of human 
communities. In this respect, if we regard either of the 
then two great rival powers in the East, we shall find that 
neither the dead monotony of the Byzantine empire, sinking 
ever lower in the scale of moral, political, and intellectual 
degradation, nor the more hasty growth and the interxial dis- 
traction of the Saracenic empire, (presenting, as it does, in its 
long series of political catastrophes^ military revolutions, and 



HISTOEY. 


339 


fre<|uent clianges of dynasty, the same tedious uniformity of 
despotism), will furnish much matter of interest or of moment 
to the philosophic historian. It is in this period of the world, 
the gradual organisation of the Christian state, as in a later age, 
the development of Christian science, which chiefly commands 
our i*egard, naturally so curious after all that relates to the con- 
cerns and destinies of mankind, and fixes our attention exclu- 
sively, or more particularly, on that European West, where 
all now displayed a fuller life, and a more constant movement 
and activity. 

The territorial partitions, and the various feuds and dissen- 
sions which occurred between the Frank kings, possess hut 
little, or at best a subordinate interest, amid the great events of 
the times — it is the leading idea of the age, the progressive 
march of society at this period, which offers matter of instruc- 
tion to the historian. Many faults and errors, however, stained 
the first execution of this grand plan of a Christian empire ; — 
such, for instance, were those wars which Charlemagne w’^aged 
against the Saxons, as well as similar w^ars under his prede- 
cessors in the preceding age ; for the propagation of the Chris- 
tian religion by such means of coercion, can scarcely ever he 
excused, and in no case entirely justified. The best excuse is 
perhaps in the fact, that all wars between tribes nearly allied, 
are like family disputes, usually conducted with greater stub- 
bornness and animosity. However, in the year 784, Charle- 
magne concluded with the Saxons a peace which was very 
advantageous to the latter ; and the extremely prosperous and 
flourishing condition of the empire, and even of the countries 
in the north of Germany, under Henry, the first king of the 
Saxon race, proves at least that the evil was confined within 
very narrow limits, and had not been productive of such wide- 
spread and protracted desolation. 

In the transition from the Carlovingian to the Capetian dy- 
nasty, we should not forget that the monarchy was not strictly 
hereditary in any German state, but was for the most part 
merely elective ; and it was only he, who had proved himself 
a valiant, prudent, and powerful defender of his nation, that 
became the man of the public choice. Koyaltj was tlien con- 
sidered more in the light of an office, a charge, a pectxliar call- 
ing, than of an inheritance or patrimony. The general idea 
of the Christian empire, was a universal protectorate over all 
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Gliristlan nations and countries — a mighty central dominion 
founded on justice, while the great eonneeting and pervading 
power of the whole system was supposed to reside in the perfect 
unity of religious principles. When this religious unity was 
destroyed, the whole political edifice fell to pieces ; and in the 
struggles of later times, the artificial relations founded on a 
mere mechanical balance of power, on a republican equality of 
states, without the foundation of Ghristian or any other solid 
principles, have furnished, as experience has shown, but a very 
had substitute for that old Christian brotherhood of the Euro- 
pean states and nations ; and have in the general subversion of 
Christian morality, produced a sort of polite disorder and re- 
fined anarchy. 

In the partition of the Carlovingian empire — -a partition 
which was only in accordance with those principles of descent 
which regulated the inheritance of the great families — we can 
trace an almost heroic, and if we might use the expression, a 
naive patriarchical confidence in the duration of that religious 
unity ; for it was only on such a basis that men deemed it 
possible to combine the advantage of the domestic, internal 
government of a country limited in extent, with the control 
of one general superintending monarchy. When a man of 
such consummate prudence, such long foresight, and powerful 
understanding as Charlemagne, deemed such a scheme not im- 
practicable, and thought it possible to maintain the political 
unity of his empire, under the joint dominion of his sons, and 
by their subordination to their eldest brother ; we should learn 
not to judge the plan with too much precipitation, and accord- 
ing to the notions of our times, and our present systems of 
policy. This first partition which Charlemagne had designed, 
was prevented by the hand of death. The entire division of 
the whole Carlovingian empire into three distinct portions, 
was first effected by Lewis the Pious ; bnt the perpetual family 
dissensions which occurred under his successors, the weak- 
ness or violence of their characters, and the various factions 
which arose, rendered totally impossible the maintenance of 
that union, which was originally sought to be perpetuated in 
the empire, and led to the final dismemberment and total disso- 
lution of the old empire of the Franks, when another dynasty 
succeeded to the imperial crown. 

In the primitive monarchy of the Germans, however, the 
existence of the four great national dutchles, which were subfir- 
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diiiate to tlie impeiial crown, far more liappily aceomplisliec 
this union of a local, domestic, and paternal government with 
the control of one powerful and superintending monarchy ; so 
long at least as internal union subsisted, and discord had not 
obtained the supremacy. There then existed, thongdi mostly in 
a different form than afterwards, a division of powers in the 
state as well as in the church; but unity in this division, or 
with this division, was sought for only in Christian and national 
sentiments ; and as long as these subsisted in their integrity, 
the body politic remained unimpaired. At no time has a political 
constitution or mode of government been devised, which could 
permanently supply the place of principle. 

In the national meetings of the great and smaller states 
of that age, in their assembled councils of dukes and princes, 
bishops, counts and lords, nobles and freemen (to whom were 
added the commons of the cities, when by their rights and 
privileges they began to obtain importance), we must look for 
the frst germ of all the succeeding parliaments and states- 
general of tlie European nations, and of the rights of the 
different orders of society, and the privileges and corporate 
immunities of the cities. All these rights and liberties were 
purely local — they grew up on the root of national customs- — 
they were founded on no speculative theory of universal equality, 
but on positive usage and special laws. The union and stability 
of an empire was tlien sought for not in the balance of artificiial 
forms, but in the holy heritage of ancient customs; in principle, 
in short. 

On this basis, first of Christian, then of national sentiments, 
do all Christian states repose ; and when this foundation is 
destroyed, those states a-re undone. Ecclesiastical power had 
then a real and substantial weight, and a very extended circle 
of operation ; although its limits and relations with secular 
authority were not so rigidly circumscribed as afterwards. To 
be sensible that this division of power will not necessarily impair 
the unity of strength and spirit in the social frame, as long as 
principle remains pure, and religious concord is preserved ; we 
need only call to our recollection the fact, that all Christian 
states and kingdoms have sprung from this happy agreement 
between secular and ecclesiastical authority, and that this union 
was the sure foundation of their stability. And so long as both 
powers remained in harmonious accord, the times were pros- 
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perouSj peace and justice ever increased, and; the condition of 
nations was floixrisbiog and happy V Cliristianity, says a great 
historian, who niamfests a greater predilection for antiquity, and 
even for the Oriental world, but whose comprehensive intellect 
often rightly appreciates the benign influence of this religion, 
which with us must have the priority ; Christianity was the 
electric spark which first roused the warlike nations of the 
north, rendered them susceptible of a liigher civilisation, 
stamped the peculiar character, and founded the political insti- 
tutions of modern nations, which have spi^ung out of such 
heterogeneous elements. And we may add, Christianity was 
the connecting power which Mnked together the great com- 
munity of European nations, not only in the moral and 
political relations of life, but in science and modes of think- 
ing. The church was like the all-embracing vault of 
heaven, beneath whose kindly shelter, those warlike nations 
began to settle in peace, and gradually to frame their laws and 
institutions. Even the office of instruction, the heritage of 
ancient knowledge, the promotion of science, and of all that 
tended to advance the progress of the human mind, devolved to 
the care of the church, and were exclusively confined to the 
Christian schools. If science was then of a very limited range, 
it was still quite proportioned to the exigencies and intellectual 
cultivation of the age; for mankind cannot transcend all the 
degrees of civilisation by a single bound, but must mount slowly 
and in succession its various grades ; and at any rate, science 
was not at that time unprofitably buried in libraries and in the 
closets of the learned, as was afterwards the case in Europe, 
and even partly then among the Byzantines. The little know- 
ledge which was then possessed, was by the more active spirit, 
and the sound understanding and practical sense of the Euro- 
pean nations, and their better priesthood, applied with general 
advantage to the interests of society. Science was not then, as 
in the later period of its proud ascendency, in open hostility 
with the pure dictates of faith and the institutions of life. On 
that world so variously excited in peace, as in war, and by the 
different pursuits of art and industry, useful knowledge and whole- 
some speculation descended, not like a violent flood, but like the 
soft distillations of the refreshing dew, or the gentle drops of fer- 
tilising rain , from the 1 1 eaven of faith which over-arched the wholes 
END OF LECTUBE XII, 
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LEOTTJEEXIII. 

On the Pormation and Consolidation of the Christian Government in 
Modern Times — On the Principle which led to the Establishment of 
the Old German Empire. 

The first three centuries of the Christian era, and of modern 
history, compose the epoch when, by a second fiat of creation, 
the light of Christianity spread through the whole Roman 
world, and when after undergoing long persecutions, the reli- 
gion of Christ, under Constantine, came victorious out of the 
struggle. The second epoch, or the succeeding five centuries 
comprehend that chaotic and intermediate state in the history 
of mankind, or the transition from declining antiquity to 
modern times, growing out of the ruins of the ancient world-— 
the fermenting mixture of many and various elements of social 
life. But when at last the tempest had disburdened itself of 
its fury, the clouds had broken asunder, and the pure firmament 
of Christian faith had stretched out its ample vault to shelter 
the rise of new communities ; when the wild waters of that 
mighty inundation of nations had begun gradually to flow off ; 
then the Germanic tribes, incorporated with the Romanic 
nations, laid the deep, firm soil on which modern European 
society was to spring up and flourish. For it was Charlemagne 
who laid the sure foundation for Christian government, and all 
the improvements of its subsequent superstructure. On this 
basis of Christian government, and Christian manners, and 
under the cover and vivifying influence of the luminous firma- 
ment of Christian faith, sprang human science out of the small 
fragments of ancient art and learning, which had survived ail 
these mighty devastations; till at last it expanded into a fuller 
bloom, and grew into a more heavenly and Christian form. 
This new progress of social man under the Christian form of 
government, and this progress of the human mind in Christian 
science, mark the third epoch of modern history, or the seven 
centuries which elapsed from the reign of Charlemagne, to the 
discovery of the New World, and the commencement of the Re- 
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formafcion. Ifc may naturally be supposed that these seven 
centuries which witnessed the progressive civilisation of modern 
nations, and the vigorous growth and wide spread of Ghristian 
principles, were at the same time a period of struggle both in 
the state and in science, and that in each of these departments, 
the spirit of Christianity was intermixed with, and most inju* 
riously and fatally thwarted and opposed by, many un-Christian 
elements. And indeed, to discover and discriminate between 
these conflicting elements, to comprehend and determine their 
mutual bearings one towards the other, is the fit problem for 
historical philosophy. The progress of the Christian state and 
the advancement of Christian science, form during this period 
the main subject of an universal history, when this is not a 
mere collection of special or national histories, but truly uni- 
versal, in the philosophic sense of the term ; treating solely of 
those subjects common to ail mankind, or which illustrate the 
general march of humanity. Hence all other historical views, 
dictated by a predilection for one’s own country — inquiries into 
tlie political institutions of one, or several, or all existing states 
— a review of the circle of mercantile operations, and their gra- 
dual extension, and of the progress of the mechanical arts- — and 
lastly, curious and erudite dissertations on literature, philology, 
and the fine arts (however interesting, instructive, and in many 
respects useful, such special dissertations may be in themselves) 
— all these must be either entirely excluded from general history, 
or must at least occupy a place very subordinate to, and are 
deserving of notice only as far as they illustrate, what must ever 
constitute, the main subject of the Philosophy of History. In 
the first ages ol the world, it is often difficult to obtain satis- 
factory information, and a competent degree of certainty on the 
subjects which are alone, or at least chiefly, worthy of attention. 
3ut in modern times, it is a far more arduous task to select out 
of the immense multitude and variety of facts susceptible of 
historical proof, those which are of a general interest to mankind, 
and amid the crowd of details steadily to preserve the general 
outline of history. 

It would be a great error to refer to the Christian constitu- 
tion of the state and of science, every remarkable or important 
incident in the history of government and of science, merely 
because such incidents have occurred in the middle age, or 
among Chzistian nations of later times. We must strive to 
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form a loftier idea of tlie Christian model both in science atid in 
government, so that the highest and noblest monuments in 
either, should, from human infirmity, be considered but faint ap- 
proximations, I do not say, to the unattainable standard of an 
imaginary perfection, but to the sober reality of Christian truth. 
Although it is not possible rigidly to separate public life from 
public opinions, on account of the intimate union between both, 
and the mutual infiuence which government and science exercise 
over one another ; yet as the state is the groundwork for the 
cultivation of science, and the former must precede the latter, I 
shall follow this historical order, ajid commence with the con- 
stitution of the Christian state. 

As here the question is not as to the Beatc Ideal of supreme 
perfection, or as to a precise, rigid, and scientific theory of the 
Christian state (for which here, at least, if not for the present 
age, the time may not have arrived), but merely as to a 
general outline of such a theory, I shall only observe, that the 
Christian state must rest on the basis of religious feelings. 
For, without feeling, its relation to religion cannot be con- 
ceived — and such a mere relation, considered in itself, would 
lose its religious character. But the government which is 
founded on Christianity, is on that account limited, and is con- 
sequently in its very nature ahhori'ent either from absolute 
despotism, or the uncontrolled tyranny of popular factions. In 
the next place, the government founded on religion, is one in 
which sentiment, personal spirit, and personal character are 
the primary and ruling elements, and not the dead letter, and 
the written formula of a mere artificial constitution. In this 
last respect one may say, that the Christian government in- 
clines very strongly towards monarchy ; for, in monarchy, it is 
the sacred person of the king, the character of the ruler, the 
spirit of his administration, confidence in his person, and at- 
tachment to the hereditary dynasty, which form the basis, the 
animating spirit, and vivifying principle of the social system. 
In a republic it is not the person, but the law which governs; 
nay, the written word of the law is there of the utmost im- 
portance; and thus the dead letter of the constitution is in a 
republic almost as sacred, as in a monarcby the person called 
and onsecrated to the functions of government by divine right. 
But more than this we should not say — namely, that the 
Chris rian government, founded as it is on personality and on 
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sentiment, inclmes, on the wliole^ strongly towards tlie mo« 
narcHcal form— a leaning which is by no means incompatible 
with many republican usages and republican institutions of a 
subordinate kind. Still less should we exaggerate this idea so 
far, as to maintain that the Christian government is entirely 
and necessarily monarchical, even in its outward form; and that 
a republic is objectionable at all times and under all circum- 
stances without distinction. Such absolutism in the doctrines 
of public law, and in the theory of government, is very remote 
from true Christian principles. The unhistorical government 
of mere reason^ — ^the dest];uctive principle of revolution— is 
indeed totally incompatible with Christianity ; principally be- 
cause the Christian religion tolerates aud recognises all legal 
institutions, such as they are, without inquiring into their 
origin (as the gospel not only left inviolate, but even respected 
the legality of the Roman dominion in the conquered and in- 
corporated countries), and also because the Christian notion 
of right, like the Christian system of govermneiit, is by no 
means absolute, but is ever qualified by circumstances. A 
republican government, which is founded not so inucli on the 
abstract or rationalist principle of absolute freedom and equality, 
but on ancient customs and hereditary rights, on freedom of 
sentiment and generosity of character, consequently on per- 
sonality, is by no means essentially opposed to the true spirit of 
monarchy ; still less is it inconsistent with the Christian theory 
of government. But a despotism, illegitimate, not perhaps in 
its origin, but in its abuse of power, strikes at the first prin- 
ciples of the Christian state, whose mild, temperate, and histo- 
rical character is as abhorrent from absolutism, as from the 
opposite principle of unqualified freedom and universal equality 
' — the revolutionary principle, which involves the overthrow of 
all existing rights. 

As in the Christian’s estimation, the worth and excellence of 
an individual is not to be judged by Ms outward appearance, 
or by the observance of certain forms, but by the sincerity ot 
his inward sentiments, so the same observation -will apply to 
states. It is the spirit and purpose of an action, the nature of 
a deed, the personal conduct displayed in a public measure, 
and not any outward form, which proves or determines the 
good or evil tendency of any important act, which may be the 
subject of history. That Christian tone and sjpirit which be- 
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longs to the government of the illustrious, hut not immaculate 
Charlemagne, does not proceed from the circumstance, that he, 
like Alfred after him, solicited the counsels and co-operation of 
his bishops in framing laws for the various provinces of his 
empire (for many of these laws contained moral injunctions), 
or that at Rome the pope placed the imperial crown upon his 
head. But the Christian spirit of his government is evinced 
by that lofty idea which filled up the whole of his active life — 
by his conception of the relations of church and state, and of 
the utility of science for the civilisation of nations — by his pro- 
ject of an universal empire, destined to embrace and protect 
all civilised nations — the noble fafirfc of modern Christendom, 
of which he laid the first foundation-stone, and which reveals 
his enlarged views, comprehending alike his own age and suc- 
ceeding times. 

But whenever we meet in history with a government which, 
independently of outward forms, is founded on the love of 
divine justice — on a principle of self-devotion, whereby rulers 
are ready to sacrifice their own interest, and even their own 
existence, in the cause of justice and of social order— these, wo 
may be sure, are the certain and indubitable marks of the realisa 
tion of the Christian theory of law and government . On the other 
hand, wherever we perceive despotism or violence, or what we feel 
to be absolute wrong, though they be veiled under the sanction 
of spiritual or temporal power, then we may be sure the whole 
enterprise is un-Christian, as the principle is un-Clnistian. Of 
all the different forms of this political disease, of the manifold 
kinds of tyranny, whether ecclesiastical or secular, military or 
commercid, domestic or municipal, academic or aristocratic, 
the despotism of popular licentiousness is the most reprehen- 
sible in principle, and the most destructive in its effects. 

With the usages and institutions of the Germanic nations, 
this peculiar temper of the Christian religion perfectly har- 
monised ; incomparably better, at least, than with the arbitrary 
government of the Roman state, which, even after the conver- 
sion of Constantine, still I'etained in all essential points a 
pagan character. In the old German states, the system of 
. hereditary monarchy mostly prevailed ; — but it was quite alien 
from absolutism, and was intermixed with many republican 
institutions, laws, and customs. The whole system of those 
governments was founded on the historical basis of aTicierit 
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mages— on the pure, free, and generous sentiment of honour- 
on personal glory and personal character and talents. As soon 
as this natural moral energy of the Germanic nations haJ 
received a religious consecration from Christianity, and tllo^e 
energetic, heroic souls had imbibed with fervour, simplicity» 
and humility, the maxims of the religion of love; all the ele- 
ments of a truly Christian grvernmeiit, and Christian system 
of policy were then offered to mankind. The political history 
of those ancient times has been mo<flv n.’ > ' rented in a too 
systematic point of view, for the purpose of favouring some 
particular object, or interest, or some favourite opinion of 
modern times ; since historians employ all their ingenuity in 
tracing, step by step, and disclosing tp our view the first rise 
and gradual growth of any particular form of government, or 
principle of right — such as the establishment of royalty on the 
one hand, and that of the constitution of the three orders on 
the other. But they remain quite unconcerned about every 
more exalted principle in society. To judge and appreciate 
not according to the standard of our own or any other age, 
but accordiitg to the dictates of eternal truth, the Tnaiiners, 
the modes of thinking, the tone of society, the spirit and views 
which animated men, whatever was good or evil. Christian or 
anti-Christian in their sentiments, is with these writers a matter 
of the utmost indifference. If there is any exception from the 
truth of this remark, it is when they meet with some singular 
trait of manners or character— some historical paradox calcu- 
lated to stimulate interest, and which they then never fail to 
sever from its general connexion with the age, to tear up from 
its natural roots, and exhibit to the curiosity of the beholder. 
And yet in such individual traits of character in the middle 
age, though they be at first remarked only from their singu- 
larity, and be not even fully understood, more traces of his- 
torical life and truth are to be found, than in those systematic 
representations of history, drawn up with some specific political 
view, and which aim at an elaborate dissection and violent dis- 
ruptnre of institutions, which in those early times, were inse- 
parably united in the life of Christian nations. If the best 
and most praiseworthy measures adopted in that first period of 
Christian polity, for the settlement and further improvement 
of the Christian state, and for the establishment and applica- 
tion of Christian maxims and principles of government, were 



HISTOS^. 


349 


ixotMng more than a generous effort, a good intention, a rude 
design — a feeble, imperfect approximation towards a divine 
term — yet we must consider them as peculiar historical phe- 
nomena, leave them in their individual bearings, and not pre- 
maturely force them into any systematic connexion, or attach 
them to any fixed or formal principle of right; for in the 
Christian government, feeling and personality are the most 
essential things. 

If I could overstep the narrow limits of this work, confined 
as it is to a rapid sketch of the main and essential facts in the 
historical progress of mankind, 1^ should prefer to draw a 
portrait of the mode of government and prevalent opinions of 
that age, out of the many characteristic traits in the lives of 
its distinguished rulers, its great and virtuous kings and empe- 
rors, knights, and heroes, such as that Charlemagne, who would 
rightly open the series, that pious King Alfred, who in a 
,far more contracted sphere, was equally great, those first 
Saxon kings and emperors of Germany — princes distinguished 
for their religious and virtuous sentiments, their great and up- 
right character, and whose reigns exhibiting as they do, the para- 
mount influence of religion on public life, constitute the happiest 
era, and the truly golden period of our annals. The peculiar 
nature and constitution, the internal spirit and essence of the 
Chnstian state, would be much more clearly and vividly repre- 
sented by the examples of these great characters who to the pure 
will of their energetic, heroic souls, united a practical knowledge 
of life, and a natural insight into the principles of Christian 
policy. Such a course I would prefer to entangling myself 
in the usual disputes about the respective relations of the 
spiritual and temporal powers, and all the contentious points 
involved in that matter ; or to entering upon any dissertation 
respecting the decisive era in the development of royalty and 
its rights, or in the pi'ogress of the constitution of the three 
estates, and of various municipal corporations ; however use- 
ful and instructive such inquiries may he in the special history 
of particular countries. And even in the latter respect, those 
glorious names form a mighty epoch; and in thfe history of 
almost all tlm great European countries, we meet with some 
holy and magnanimous monarch, who laid the solid founda- 
tions of his country’s constitution, or introduced a higher 
civility and refinement in life and manners. Such were in 
Hungary the holy King- Stephen, and in France, the great; 
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St. Lewis; wLo in more unquiet times restored a better spirit, 
and for a while retarded the progress of corruption. There 
were also other kings, heroes, and emperors,* like Rodoiph of 
Hapsburgh, who, without being honoured with the title of 
saints, were truly pious, chivalric, and equitable monarchs, and 
may be esteemed and revered as the Christian regenerators of 
their age, and the founders of a true and religious system of 
government and manners. A lively sketch of such men and 
rulers, who acted and governed well and greatly, according' to 
Christian principles and views, would, I tiiiuk, furnish a far 
more complete idea of the *true nature of the Christian state 
in this its first period of development, than any laboured or 
artificial definition. There are along with these individual 
characters, individual and transient periods of prosperity, 
which break out for one generation or more in the history of 
those early times ; periods which can only be considered as 
historical exceptions from the general order of things. Even 
those more comprehensive, and so far more general political 
institutions, evidently peculiar to those Christian ages, and 
nowhere else to be found—like the tzmce of God, w'hich re- 
pressed within certain limits the hereditary spirit of feud — or 
the spiritual chivalry in the orders of the Templars and of the 
Knights of St John, consecrated to warfare in the cause of 
God, and opening, as they did, in the time of the crusades, to 
the same spirit of chivalrous feud a higher path and a more 
noble career — ^ali these political institutions, I say, springing 
out of the nature and exigencies of their age, can he under- 
stood only by a reference to the circumstances and prevailing 
spirit of the times, and must therefore be judged as historical 
peculiarities. As they often sprang up suddenly without a 
visible or apparent cause, and as if from some high, mysterious 
impulse, so they often sank again as rapidly ,* and the pime 
spirit, the true import of such institutions, appeared but for a 
moment like a silvery gleam ; then they degenerated, or were 
transformed into something totally different. And we must not 
he astonished at this, since what is best and noblest in man — 
feeling, and its divine quality, is most easily and rapidly 
impaired, and may sometimes, indeed, preserve an external 
vigour, when it has undergone an internal change, and as- 
sumed a direction opposed to God and all goodness. There 
were also particular rulers possessed of an energetic will and 
a conqjrehensive understanding, who exercised a wide and 
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commanclingv but pernicious influence on their age, and the 
world ; and among these, the most noble were Barbarossa 
and that secret friend of the Saracens, the Emperor Frederick 
the Second ; princes who with some others, must be regarded 
as the first authors of the great dissension. After this dis- 
sension had broken out in the fearful struggle of the Guelphs 
and Ghibellines, and Christendom was divided into two parties, 
discord be ame general, pursued its resistless course, and acting 
in those distracted times like some new destroying law of 
nature, absorbed all personality and its induenee in the general 
abyss of error, or made it at least less conspicuous. 

[ will now endeavour to give a short sketch of the general pro- 
gress of European society in this its first period of development, 
and to point out the then peculiar nature and constitution of the 
Christian state ; — from that epoch when Charlemagne laid the 
first solid foundation for a permanent' system of Cliristian 
government and Christian manners, down to the moment when 
an anti-Christian spirit of discord broke out with incurable 
violence, and became universally predominant. I will at the 
same time endeavour to take an historical survey of the whole 
Christian West, as it has remained the theatre of the subse- 
quent progress of society, and of the great transactions of the 
world down to our times. 

In the blame so commonly lavished, (and not unreasonably, 
when we consider the historical consequences,) on the customary 
divisions in the Frankish or Carlovingian empire, and the other 
German states, men forget that according to the old Germanic 
idea, a kingdom was nothing more than any other great family 
estate, or princely inheritance, and governed, like these, by the 
same law of descent. This was so from the earliest times among 
both the principal races of the Germans. In this manner we find 
tlie nation of the Goths divided into two kingdoms ; and as the 
Saxons were with difficulty united under one head in their 
own ancestral country on the northern coast of Germany ; so in 
tlie England which they had conquered and newly peopled, we 
find seven principalities or petty kingdoms of Anglo-Saxons co- 
existent with one another; and these were only by accident re- 
duced to a less number, and but for a time blended into one 
sovereignty. We often ascribe to the men, and to the spirit of 
those times, pretensions quite inappropriate, inapplicable, and 
perfectly modern. So possessed are we with the notion of our 
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times as to the natural and eternal boundaries of this or that 
country, of the predestination of a people to political unity^ or 
of the necessary national unity of every state — notions or pre- 
judices which are held as so many mathematical axioms, in which 
we make the highest idea of policy to consist, to wliich we 
ascribe an inviolable sanctity, and which in our reverence, and 
in some cases, we might almost say— idolatry, we exalt above 
every thing else, and would make every thing else subservient to. 
To the simplicity of those ancient times, the excellence and ad- 
vantages of a mild, domestic, paternal, national sovereignty for 
the more convenient administration of smaller states, appeared 
great, and superior to every other consideration. Thus those 
who had to decide of themselves, and without the imperious call 
of duty— without the feeling of a strong necessity for undertaking, 
even at the sacrifice of a part, at least, of their own national 
welfare, the heavy burden of the imperial office, in that Chris- 
tian empire evidently established by Divine Providence for the 
protection of the church, and all the nations belonging to it ; — 
without this strong feeling of duty, Isay, they never would 
nave deviated from the good old simple usage of dividing the 
royal patrimony. The more so indeed as the glory they sought 
was rather of a chivalrous kind, consequently purely personal ; 
and that favourite idol of modern times— national vanity — was 
perfectly unknown to them. Their institution, certainly, would 
not be adapted to our times ; nor was it even suited to those 
immediately succeeding ; hut an age to he judged aright and 
duly appreciated, must be estimated by its own standard, and 
the opinions proper to it. That even a divisk n of sovereignty 
and partition of kingdoms is not incompatible with the external 
union of the body politic for one general design, so long as the 
potentates are animated by a Chiistian and brotherly feeling, 
and a spirit of union as to this one object— the all-uniting bond 
of confederacy ; is a truth which may be proved by many pleas- 
ing and glorious examples from the history of the earlier middle 
age, and from that of Germany especially. If, on the one hand, 
we would lay it down as a general historical law, and axiom of 
state, that separated or divided kingdoms and countries can 
never combine for one common object, nor remain permanently 
united in feeling or Christian equity — so, on the other hand, 
we must remember that the division of nations according to cer- 
tain natural boundaries, which we would fain reigard as the only 
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perfect and absolutely right one, is like the quadrature of the 
circle, a problem eluding all calculation, and remaining for ever 
insoluble, since each one, according to his peculiar political 
position, or national prejudices, views those eternal boundaries 
in a different light, and determines them differently. Thus in 
order to put an end to all discord and to the injurious system 
of partition, nothing would remain but the vulgar resource of 
a universal monarchy and military dominion— -a resource 
which as often as it lias been tried, has been as little justified 
or recommended by its historical results, as that custom of par- 
tition which prevailed in the German ancestral kingdoms of 
the earlier middle age. 

The dangers of a hitter family feud, or of the mutual 
jealousies of the heirs to the several kingdoms as to their 
respective portions, when these grew to any considerable extent, 
were early enough perceived. It is to be observed, that in the 
first division of the great Carlovingian empire into three parts, 
designed by Charlemagne himself, but accomplished only under 
his feebler successor ; the inheritance assigned to the eldest 
and imperial brother — Lothaire, was together with Rome and 
Italy, the Rhenish district situate between France on the one 
side, and the interior of Germany on the other, and extending 
from Switzerland to the sea- — a district where the Romans had 
planted many and most flourishing colonies, and whicli for 
many ages back had been far superior in civilisation and 
refinement to the countries on either side. With the same 
prospective care, Charlemagne had already fixed his residence 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, preferring the Rhenish province as the then 
true seat of civilisation. But in the family quarrel and dis- 
sensions which ensued, this measure of Charlemagne as far as 
it was intended, had no other permanent effect than to cause, 
amid the partitions of countries and changes of dynasty, the 
continuance down to very modern times, of Lorraine as an 
independent Idngdom or dutchy. The Rhenish district long 
preserved its pre-eminence in refinement above the rest of 
Germany; and with some external changes, was long the seat 
of empire. 

In that dark old world of the north, on which Christianity 
was just beginning to dawn, no monarch after Charlemagne, 
shone so conspicuously as the virtuous Alfred, King of the 
West Saxons, in England. And the same remark is applicable 

2 a 
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not only to Mm, but to England in general, wbieh, during tMa 
first Christian period of modern history, far outshone all other 
countries in literature and science, as well as in religion, piety, 
and virtue. The great pope, St. Gregory, as I have already 
mentioned, laid the foundations of Cliristianity and intellectual 
refinement in England, whither he sent forty missionaries; 
and so active was their zeal and efficacious their influence, that 
in the succeeding age, this first school of Christianity in 
England sent forth to other countries the most eminent men 
of their time. Such were the German apostle and bishop, St. 
Boniface, and Alcuin, the* learned friend and confidant of 
Charlemagne. Besides many Latin writers produced by this 
yet flouiishing English school, the great Christian philosopher, 
Scotus Erigena, lived in England in the time of Alfred ; and 
though this philosopher was perhaps not quite free from specu- 
lative error, he was far superior to his own age, and in the 
depth and originality of his conceptions, was not equalled, and 
certainly not surpassed for many succeeding centuries. King 
Alfred, who though a bard and a writer in his own native 
speech, prized equally the Latin literature, and who defended 
his country against the Danes with the most persevering 
valour, was the first founder of the English constitution; for 
with the wisdom and pacific spirit of a lawgiver, he restored 
the old Saxon rights and privileges, and the regulations relating 
to the cities and the different orders of the state. It was his 
virtuous courage, which in the most trying adversity, ever re- 
mained cool and collected, that alone rescued the isle of free- 
dom from the fierce, impetuous power of the Danes. 

The successful naval expeditions of the Normans to ad the 
eoasts of Europe, as far as Sicily and even beyond it, and the 
incursion of the Magiars into Europe, where they received the 
name of Hungarians, form in the ninth century the close, and 
are, as it were, the last reverberation, of the great immigration 
of the northern nations, and must on that account not be entirely 
passed over in silence. This last maritime migration from the 
north began with a powerful and enterprising ruler of Norway, 
the fair-haired Harold; and these naval expeditions which were 
undertaken, not merely from motives of vulgar piracy, or of 
martial adventure, but for the foundation and permanent settle- 
ment of new states, soon scoured all the coasts and regions of 
tlie Northern ocean as well as of the Mediterranean sea. The 
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province in France wliicli these freebooters conquered, the 
French acknowledged by the title of duchy of Normandy; and 
they were glad enough thus to bind it to their king by the 
homage of iealty, and attach it to, if not. incorporate it 
with, their kingdom. Called to Naples and Sicily by the 
Greeks, who demanded their aid against the Saracens, the Nor- 
mans there founded for themselves a kingdom of long duration. 
After Christianity had introduced into Denmark a better system 
of government and legislation, the powerful Danish monarch, 
Canute the Great, ruled over England during this period of the 
Norman sway ; till at last, afteiv a short interval of contest, 
another Norman, W'ilJiam the Conqueror, issuing from France, 
founded a new dynasty in England, and established on the basis 
of the old free Saxon constitution, a high chivalrous aristocracy. 

From the remotest part of Eastern Asia, situate between the 
Uzi and the Patzinacites, an emigration of nations took a west- 
ward course towards the country of the Chazars, and at last led 
the nation of the Magiars from their original seat to Pcnnonia, 
where, according to the testimony of contemporary writers, the 
Avars, the descendants of the ancient Huns, still lived under 
their Chagan. Once excited into tumultuous activity, these 
Hungarians (who were still pagans) roved as far as the north 
of Italy, and down to Thessalonica in Greece, and to tlie very 
neighbourhood of Constantinople ; they then advanced west- 
ward in large squadrons far into the interior of Germany, even 
to Saxony It was here that the noble King Henry the First, 
opposed a vigorous resistance to their incursions, and Otho the 
Great put a hnal term to the progress of their arms by the vic- 
tory on the banks of the Lech. Christianity, which was intro- 
duced into Hungary under Geisa, the father of King Stephen, 
established a milder system of manners and legislation ; a system 
which St, Stephen, by a close union with Germany, brought to 
full maturity. At tlie same period, Poland under the happy 
influence of the Christian religion, which introduced here a 
better system of manners and legislation, was incorporated into 
the civilised community of the European nations, and with 
Germany in particular, formed a very close political connexion. 
It is particularly pleasing to observe the very beneficial influ- 
ence of Christianity in the promotion of agriculture, and in the 
advancement of intellectual refinement in the northern valleys 
of Sweden, during the reigns of Claus and St. Eric; when th^ 
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old hall of Gdin at TJpsal was finally destroyed, and the new 

relirioii obtained the victory. •o,,co?or.o fa 

During the period of the Norman glory, the Russians (a 
populous and widely-spread Sclavoman nation mhabitmg die 
va^t and ancient Sarmatia, formerly governed by the Goths , 
called to their assistance the Varangians, who established a new 
dynasty at Novogorod. Either from this circumstance, or from 
t4 former dominion of the Goths, the country was by the 
neighbouring Finnish tribes afterwards called Gothland. Russia 

recdved Christianity at the hands of the Bpantmes-and thus 
in its remote north, remaine4.a stranger to the Catholic west— 
the more so, indeed, as the country, invaded and desolated by 
the Moguls, long groaned under the oppressive joke of these 
harbarians-till at length, in very recent times, and in the very 
struggle of regeneration, it has grovvn up into a 
Thus the whole circuit of the Christian rvest, and all the king- 
doms it included, was now tolerably well tilled up, and it then 
consisted of ten principal countries or nations; but m rormnig 
this estimate we must not attend to minuter subdivisions or 
mere national varieties, or to_the frequent partitions of king- 
doms, and alterations of territory, amid vanous conflicting or 
successive dynasties; but we should keep in view only the general 
and permanent outHne of the European states Germany and 
Italy which were respectively the seats of the Christian em- 
pire and the papal dignity, formed the centre of Europe Along 
with these tw states, France and England were .the most 
active, the most powerful, and the most influential members of 
the E^peaii commonwealth ; while Spain was principally oc- 
cupied with her own domestic contests against the ^ai:^cens. 
The Scandinavian countries were somewhat connected 
Germanic empire, and Poland and Hungary, after they had 
embraced Chiistianity, were united with that empire in the 
closest bonds. Lastly, in the far northern and eastmm exti^- 
mities of Europe, the Byzantine empire and the kingdom of the 
Muscovites (closely connected by the ties ot religion), foimed 
the extreme and remotest members of the Christian^ republic. 
Such was the geographical extent, and such the Instorical situa- 
tion of Christendom at that period. 

After the downfal of the Carlovingi an family, the empre was 
restored to its pristine vigour by the election of the noble Conrad, 
Duke of thePrancoiuans. This pious, chivalrous, wise, and valiant 
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motiareli had to contend with many difficulties, and fortune did 
not always smile upon his efforts. But he terminated his royal 
career with a deed, which alone exalts him far above other cele- 
brated conquerors and rulers, and was attended with more im- 
portant consequences to after- times than have resulted from 
many brilliant reigns; and this single deed, which forms the 
brightest jewel in the crown of glory that adorns those ages, so 
clearly reveals the true nature of Christian principles of govern- 
ment, and the Christiaan idea of political power, that I may 
be permitted to notice it briefly. When he felt his end ap- 
proaching, and perceived that oif the four principal German 
nations, the Saxons alone, by their superior power, were capable 
of bringing to a successful issue the mighty struggle in which 
all Europe was at that critical period involved, he bad^ his 
brother carry to Henry, Duke of Saxony, hitherto the rival of 
his house, and who was as magnanimous as fortunate, the holy 
lance and consecrated sword of the ancient kings, with all the 
other imperial insignia. He thus pointed him out as the suc- 
cessor of his own choice, and in his regard for the general 
weal, and in his anxiety to maintain a great pacific power 
capable of defending the common interests of Christendom, 
he disregarded the suggestions of national vanity^ and sac- 
rificed even the glory of his own house. So wise and judicious, 
as well as heroic a sacrifice of all selfish glory, for what the 
interests of society, aud the necessities of the times evidently 
demand, is that principle which forms the very foundation, 
and constitutes the true spirit of all Christian government. 
And by this very deed Conrad became, after Charlemagne, 
the second restorer of the Western Empire, and the real 
founder of the German nation ; for it was this noble resolve 
of his great soul which alone saved the Germanic body from 
a complete dismemberment. The event fully justified his 
choice. The new King Henry, victorious on every side, 
laboured to build a great number of cities, to restore the 
reign of peace and justice, and to maintain the purity of Chris- 
tian manners and Christian institutions ; and prepared for his 
mightier son, the great Otho, the restoration of the Christian 
empire in Italy, whither the latter was loudly and unanimously 
called. This first age of the Saxon emperors was the happy 
period wherein Germany possessed the greatest power and re- 
sources, and enjoyed great internal peace and prosperity. 
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It is in tills period, too, that we trace the first beginioiiigs of 
mental refinement, in many excellent and remarkable produc- 
tions of the Latin school, which were soon succeeded by the 
successful cultivation of the vernacular tongue. Quite as un- 
historical, and even still more absurd than the reproaches 
urged against tbe Cariovingians for their impolitic partition 
of the empire, are those repeated lamentations and eternal 
regrets in which modern historians indulge, whenever they 
have occasion to notice the frequent expeditions of the Ger- 
man kings and emperors to Rome and Italy, and the con- 
nexion which subsisted between the German nation and the 
Christian Imperial Dignity — a connexion which these writers 
consider a great misfortune. They do not enter into the true 
idea of this dignity— they do not comprehend the urgent need 
of those times for an universal protectorate, whieh might, like 
a bulwark, defend Europe against internal anarchy, and the in- 
vasions of barbarous nations ; and which might prevent the light 
of Christianity from being perhaps extinguished in a second 
night of universal barbarism. The modern critics of those an- 
cient times cannot understand that high Christian feeling— that 
exalted principle of self-devotion, wdiercdiy a nation from its in- 
ternal strength and natural situation, was called by the general 
voice to take on itself this burden for tbe common weak and to 
be the firm sustaining centre of the European system — a calling 
which must necessarily occasion a mighty loss and heavy sacri- 
fice of repose and prosperity to the nation so undertaking the 
momentous charge. Without this firm central power, which 
held together the European nations, they would, yielding at the 
first shock, have succumbed under the attacks of the Mahome- 
tans or Moguls. 

Without this central power, Europe would have been broken 
up into a multitude of petty states, and have sunk into eternal 
and Irremediable anarchy ; whereas now, great as might be at 
times the confusion, and fearfully wild the spirit of warfare, 
there was always a resource and a remedy against such calami- 
ties. -^ s the religious vow of the knight dignified his duties into 
a sort of ecclesiastical warfare ; so the high functions of the 
emperor were considered as partly ecclesiastical, and he was 
looked on as the sworn liegeman of Almighty God, intrusted 
with the high sword of universal justice. It was the exalted 
idea of this arduous and momentous charge, far more than 
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schemes of seltisli ambition and idle gmry, that filled up the 
lives of the most active and powerful of those ancient emperors. 
Hence this common regard for the general weifiire of Christen- 
dom, which the obligations of thek' respective stations imposed 
upon them, produced a very intimate union between the heads 
of the spiritual and temporal authority in Europe, and placed 
them in a state of mutual dependence. \^ hen the mighty 
emperor, Otlio the Great, had been called into Italy, and had wit- 
nessed with his own eyes the state of general cojrruption and de- 
generacy at Rome, where among the baronial factions which sur- 
rounded the papal chair, one of the more powerful families sought 
by the most culpable intrigues to obtain a lasting, and ^as it were, 
hereditary possession of the holy see ; he exerted Ins imperial 
authority, and deposed the pope, who by means so unlawful had 
obtained his dignity, and on whom the general voice of the age 
had long pronounced a sentence of condemnation, causing’ a 
worthier pontiff to be elected in his room. There still existed, 
among those of the same mind in Christendom, an unerring feel- 
ing whereby the righteousness or unrighteousness of any action, 
its real spirit and purpose, were easily and promptly determined 
without any anxious regard to mere outward forms. But when 
that uniformity of feeling had disappeared, and with it feeling 
itself had ceased to be a ruling principle of public and political 
life, the standard of political estimation rested almost exclu- 
sively on outward forms, and the contentious point of law in- 
volved in those forms ; and as in every historical fact men saw 
but a precedent fertile of application, or even dangerous in its 
consequences, they no longer formed a pure historical judgment 
on the general spirit of any great action, and they almost lost 
the very notion of such a thing. The whole vs^orld at that time 
was unanimous in justifying the conduct of the great Otho in 
that affair. When, however, the clergy of Rome in their first 
feelings of gratitude and admiration at their deliverance from 
intolerable anarchy, and the toils of an unwmrthy family, con- 
ferred on the emperor the future and permanent power of 
choosing the pope, it might have been easily foreseen that so 
extended a prerogative, little compatible as it was with the inde- 
pendence of the church, would in the seqi>el provohe a strong 
reaction. This accordingly took place about a hundred years 
later, when a man of great energy of character. Pope Gregory 
VII. arose to reform the church, and achieve its independence 
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against the many milawful encroachments of the secular power. 
And when a prince, distinguished indeed for his warlike quaiiiies, 
but utterly characterless and animated with an unquiet spirit, 
who, according to the unanimous testimony of his contempo- 
raries, had incurred many and most serious charges ; when 
this prince first attacked and deposed the pope, and the latter 
laid him under an excommunication, the conduct of the pontiff 
was not only in strict accordance with the general opinion of 
the age as to the mischieYOus rule of this secular potentate ; 
but was quite conformable to the then prevailing doctrine of 
public law, which sanctioned the responsibility and accountability 
of the temporal power. Heriee, Henry IV. found it more expe- 
dient to loose himself from this excommunication by a feint 
submission, than to impugn it by open force ; althoug-li he 
never afterwards ceased persecuting tbe pope, whose constancy 
was proved in adversity and persecution. In our own times, 
justice has been at last rendered to the great qualities of this 
pontiff, and it has been allowed he was perfectly free from ail 
selfish views, and that tbe austere and decisive energy of his 
cliaracter sprang from no other motive than a burning zeal for 
the reform of the church and of mankind. The German his- 
torians in particular, and in truth, those on the Protestant side, 
have been the first to perform this act of justice ; and the name 
of Gregory VII., who lived in times so different from our own, 
lias long ceased to be with the Germans a watch-word for 
party-strife. 

But on the matter at issue, or rather on the opinion the world 
then entertained respecting it, it will be necessary to say a few 
words. That the sovereign is in no way responsible, seems in 
modern times to be considered an immutable axiom, or rather 
the first of all axioms iu the science of government ; and 
whenever a monarch in the history of the middle ages, how- 
ever rfclous he may be, and however forgetful of his dignity, 
meets with the treatment of the Emperor Henry IV., political 
indignation is raised to the highest pitch. No one can have 
the slightest intention of questioning the perfect justness of the 
above statje-axiom under certain given circumstances. But, if 
the question be a parallel between the middle ages and modern 
times, we may oppose to the scandal of the ecclesiastical ex- 
communication pronounced against this prince during the former 
period, the still more fatal example which has occurred within 
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fclie l?>st three centuries, of the public execution of several 
monarchs, and of the assassination of many others. Thus in 
this respect, the history of the middle age stands purer ; and this 
warns iis to decide with less precipitancy on the superiority of our 
own standard of political morality, and on the greater perfection 
of moderii principles of state-policy.'^ According to the feeling 

* In confirmation of what Schlegel asserts in the text, I shall cite a 
few passages from some distinguished Protestant historians of Ger- 
many, To show my readers the enlarged, liberal, and enlightened views 
taken by the ProtCwStant writers of that country on the political influence 
of the papacy in the middle age, and on the services which at that 
momentous period the hierarchy rendered to the cause of social order, 
liberty, and civilisation, it were easy to transcribe matter more than 
sufficient to fill a volume. Let a few examples suffice.— “ The northern 
nations,” says the celebrated historian of Switzerland, John Muller, 
“ rushing in upon the most beautiful countries of Europe, trampling 
under foot, or disturbing and convulsing all social institutions, menaced 
the whole western world with a barbarism similar to that which, under 
the Ottoman sceptre, has obliterated every thing good, great, and beau- 
tiful that ancient Greece and Asia had produced. Yet the bishops and 
other dignitaries (Vorsteher) of the church, strong in their authority, 
contrived to impose a restraint on those giants of the north who, as 
regards intelligence, were but children. They would not have been 
more successful than the Greek prelates, had thej^ been subject to four 
different patriarchs. The popes of Rome (whose primitive history is 
as obscure and defective as that of the ancient Roman republic, since 
we know little of the first popes, except that they devoted their lives 
for the faith, as Decius had done for his country), the popes, we say, 
employed their authority with the same address which we admire in 
the ancient senate, to render their see independent, subject to its im- 
mediate action the whole western hierarchy, and establish its sway, 
far beyond the boundaries of the ancient empire, on the ruins of the 
northern religions. Thus whoever refused to honour the €hrist, 
trembled before the pope; and one faith and one church were preserved 
in Europe, amid the breaking up ar^ subdivision of the newly -founded 
kingdoms into a thousand petty principalities. We know what pope 
made Charlemagne the first emperor but who made the first pope? 
The pope, they say, was only a bishop; yes, but at the same time, the 
Holy Faiher, the Sovereign Pontiff, the great Caliph (as he was called 
by ilo-Albufreda, Prince of Hamarh), of all the kingdoms and princi- 
palities, of all the lordships and cities of the West. It is he who con- 
trolled, by the fear of God, the stormy youth of our modern states. At 
present even, when his authority is no longer formidable, he is still 
very puissant by the benedictions which he showers; he is still an ob- 
ject of veneration to innumerable hearts, honoured by the kings who 
honour the nations, invested with a power, before which in the long 
succession of ages, from the Csesars to the House of Hapsbiirg, a host 
of nations and all their great names have vanished. 

" We declaim against the pope I as if it were such a misfortune that 
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of right, and the prevailing* maxims of public law in that age, 
mutual control and responsibility subsisted between church and 
state, and between the heads of either. In the most esteemed 
constitutions of modern states, there is also a mutual dependence 
and possible control. Thus the prince may dissolve the par- 
liament, or resist its enactments by his veto ; and, on the other 
hand, the parliament, by withoklmg its sanction to tlie impo- 
sition of taxes, or refusing the grant of subsidies, may weaken 
the sinews of government, and summon, not indeed the king, 
who seems to be regarded as a mere cipher, but the ministry to 
a most severe reckoning, /fhe g’ovei'ninent looses all stay and 
support, when the opposition obtains a permanent and decided 
majority. Whether this mutual dependence and control in the 
modern theory of government be less dangerous than in tlie 
ancient system, is a question which it is not so easy to decide. 
As all the institutions of the middle age had a religious spirit 
and character, it cannot excite our surprise that this opposition 

there should exist an authority to superintend the practice of Christian 
morality, and to say to ambition and to despotism, ‘ Halt ! — so far, and 
no further I Bisher, und nicht weiter I ’ ” So speaks the illustrious John 
Muller. The celebrated Herder allows “ that witiiout the hierarchy, 
Europe in all probability had become the j>rey of tyrants, the theatre of 
eternal wars; or even a desert.” 

“ The hierarchy,” says Beck, “ opposed the progress of despotism in 
Europe, preserved the elements of civilisation, and upheld in the recol- 
lection of men what is so easily eifaced — the ties which bind earth to 
Heaven. Those ignorant men, as we affect to call them, have settled 
almost all the countries of Europe. The fruits of that time are the 
formation of the third estate, whence dates tlie true existence of nations 
and the establishment of cities, w'herein social life and true liberty were 
developed .” — Beck on the Middle Aye, page 13. Leipzic, 1824. 

“ The weak,” says Rubs, in his Manual of the History of the l^Iiddle 
Age, then found in spiritual authority a better protection against the 
encroachments of the powerful, than afterwards in the balance of power 
— a system which, as it was a thing purely abstract devoid of all external 
guarantee, must soon have lost all influence. The pope was always 
present to terminate the wars which had broken out among Christian 
princes, and to protect the people against the injustice and tyranny of 
their rulers. The clergy, therefore, everywhere showed themselves 
opposed to the power of Mngs, when the latter wished to become per- 
fectly absolute — tliey wished not to domineer over them, but confine 
them within the legitimate bounds of their authority. The priesthood 
was, consequently, always for princes, when powerful vassals' attacked 
the rights of the sovereign — they were the natural and constant guar- 
dians of the rights and liberty of all classes .” — Manual of the History oj 
the Middle Age^ 1816. — Tran$* 
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between tlie spiritual and temporal power, and this mutual de- 
pendence of the heads of church arxl state should have been 
founded in religion, and in the religious character and purpose 
of the imperial, as well as of the papal, dignity. It was only 
by the excesses of passion and violence, by the exaggerated 
proceedings of both the spiritual and temporal powers, as well 
as by unfortunate accidents and a human impeifection, by no 
means inherent in the vazure of the thing itself, that the dispute 
between church and state grew to such a fearful magnitude, 
was so prolonged, and often became, almost incurable. But how 
easily, even then, peace miglit be restored between the spiiitual 
and temporal powers by the wisdom, the prudence, the good* 
will, and conciliatory temper of both, is proved by the peace- 
able termination of the quarrel respecting investiture under thw 
successor of Henry IV. In the sequel, indeed, the harsh, stern, 
inflexible character of the Ghibelline emperors, especially Bar- 
barossa, again perplexed this question ; when from the contest 
growing more and more violent betwixt Guelfs and Ghibeliines, 
the political schism became wider and wider, and discord seemed 
to be again the mistress of the world. 
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LECTURE XIV. 

On the Struggles of the Giielfs and GMhelliiies — Spirit of the Ghlbel- 
line Age— Origin of Eooiantic Poetry and Art — Character of the 
Scholastic Science and the Old Jurisprudence— Anarchical State of 
Western Europe. 

The most rapid sketch of the history of the middle age, if it 
contained but a few lively, characteristic, and faithful traits on 
a subject inexhaustible in itself, would siidice to convince any 
reasonable man that great characters (abounding almost more 
than in any other period of history), important interests, 
mighty motives, and lofty feelings and ideas, were there in 
mutual collision; and that in what is called the anarchy of tire 
middle age, we find an active and stirring life, the most splendid 
feats of heroism, and many luminous traces of a higher power. 
The most careful consideration and profound investigation of 
the history of those ages, invaiiably discovers, that all tliat was 
then great and good in the state, as well as in the church, pro- 
ceeded from Christianity, and from the wonderful efficacy of 
religious principles. Whatever was imperfect, defective, and 
hurtful, belonged not to that moral principle which animated 
society, and which was itself the best, the noblest, and the 
soundest; but was in v.oe character of myn, we might almost 
say in the character of the age itselr, which, though perhaps 
not originally and purposely selfish, had yet become so in the 
violence of the conflict. And by selfishness, I do not precisely 
understand a vulgar self-interest, or an ordinary ambition, but 
that absolute will or conduct which springs from some unal- 
terable resolution, which, hurrying from one extreme to an- 
other, is sure to produce a perpetual alternation of extreme 
measures. In some cases, this conduct proceeded from a want 
of penetration, prudence, and steadiness, which did not always 
accompany the deeds of heroic enthusiasm, the astonishing 
energy of will and strength of character which distinguished 
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tlse itieii of those ages. The principle then really bad, the 
principle hostile to good, must be ascribed to that inclmation 
to discord innate in man, or which, at least, has become his 
second nature— an incimation which, when united with thovSe 
other mighty qualities of the age, assumed, indeed, the most 
formidable shape. 

The whole middle age, however, must not by any means he 
depicted as a period of universal anarchy ; as, from the great 
difference of times, and the fact that much in the manners and 
political institutions of those ages is now scarcely intelligible, 
modern writers are but too apt to indulge in this strain of cen- 
sure. Above all, we must be cai^ful to distinguish in the 
history of the middle ages the variety of epochs. As long as 
those religious principles on which church and state depended, 
were maintained in their unity and integrity, the social stability 
of that first and happier period is indeed remarkable, and forms 
a striking contrast -with the succeeding age. For private feuds, 
restrained within certain bounds by the manners of chivalry and 
the laws of honour, or the more protracted, and frequently re- 
newed struggles of a warlike nation to repel the inroads of 
barbarians, or the aggressions of turbulent neighbours, are no 
adequate proofs of general anarchy. But a full knowledge and 
just appreciation of the power of principle, which during* that 
better period was the Christian foundation of the state, is of so 
much more importance to our age, as in these times when prin- 
ciple has given way to the mutable opinion of the moment, and 
the latter exerts so mighty an influence on public life ; though 
men have the power to throw off this usurped dominion, they 
will not return to tliat unity and stability of principle, however 
strongly they may feel the necessity of restoring its saving in- 
fluence. Ko parallel could be more profitable and instructive 
than the comparison between an age and a state, where principle 
was predominant, and another where opinion was paramount. 

AH that was great and good in the history of the middle 
age, as I observed at the commencement of this lecture, ex- 
isted only in fragments, and this has very much contributed to 
heighten the appearance of anarchy throughout the whole of 
this great period of human history. Of this the blame must 
be sought for in a combination of many injurious causes, and 
in the resistance of many opposing elements. That wonderful 
power of regeneration by which the whole of western Giiris* 
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tendom, after every mighty destruction^ and reign of confusion 
in church and state, has, in a form somewhat modified, sprang 
up anew, renovated and exalted, can be ascribed only to that 
religion which was in Christian countries the first, and for so 
many centuries the apparently almost indestructible support of 
the social edifice. In many and memorable periods of regene- 
ration, down to our own times, this truth has been repeatedly 
manifested; unless perhaps this self-renovating power con- 
spicuous in the progress of Christian Europe, as "weM as of the 
particular nations composing it, languishing and decaying by 
degrees, become at last utterly extinct. 

Among the characteristic, remarkable, and peculiarly Chris- 
tian institutions of the middle age, we ought especial! v to 
mention that ecclesiastical truce, or peace of God, which, 
towards the commencement of the eleventh century, opposed a 
powerful barrier to the growing and restless spirit of private 
warfare. Without its being possible to specify exactly how or 
where this institution first arose, it was at once proclaimed in 
several places, and generally received with pious faith, as a 
voice of reconciliation from above, an immediate revelation and 
benign dispensation of divine Providence ; and every week the* 
tolling of the bell announced the sacred truce from Wednesday 
evening to Monday morning, during which time all feuds were 
to subside, and all hostilities to cease. It may indeed here be 
asked in the spirit of modern times, why were only four, and 
not the whole seven days of the week fixed upon, for the ces- 
sation of disorder? And it may be further said that a severe 
criminal code, and a prompt, vigorous, and enlightened adminis- 
tration of the law, would have rendered such expedients 
unnecessary. And it is thus that men speak and reason with- 
out any knowledge of that age ; for many feuds, troubles, and 
contests then existed, as in all ages have existed and still exist, 
which no criminal legislation can reach: and who will not 
deem it the part of prudence and a real gain, when peace is 
not attainable, to obtain at least a safe and honourable armis- 
tice, or to subtract from the principle of war four-sevenths of 
its baneful influence and actual duration? And how happy 
would men have accounted themselves, if, in other and later 
times of disorder, when nought was reverenced or respected, 
and every thing sacred was an object of hatred and persecu- 
tion, they could, amid the general confusion, have found sheltej 
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under sucli a wall of safety, or been blessed with such a holiday 
of peace, though only at particular times of the week I We 
should rather admire the power of religion, whereby such a 
prohibition without the aid of external force, or secular au- 
thority, and running directly counter to the ruling passion of 
the age, was received with such pious faith, and followed with 
such humble docility. 

Jn the first crusade, religious feeling and enthusiasm was 
the great spring of action ; and in the outset, at least, it was 
far more the glowing eloquence of Peter the Hermit, his affect- 
ing description of the Holy Land, and of the holy places groan- 
ing under the Saracen yoke, which*contributed to bring about 
this memorable expedition, than the pretended policy of the 
popes for causing the depression of regal power, and the pro- 
motion of popular freedom. These mighty consequences, 
though in fact historically true, became apparent only at a much 
later period, and so far from being preconcerted, were then 
not even foreseen. As the first crusade occurred in the most 
brilliant period of Xorinan glory, the Norman heroes, espe- 
cially those from France, took a very active and prominent 
. part in it. The warfare which the JSaraceris waged against 
Christendom, was consulcred (and then, perhaps, not without 
reason,) as a state of permanent and universal hostility. The 
chivalrous and defensive wars of Cliristian nations against the 
unbelievers, were looked upon in the same light ; and if we may 
judge from posterior events, Jerusalem and Egypt, in that 
long and memorable contest between Europe and Asia, could 
very well be regarded, both in a military and political point 
of view, as the bulwarks of Christendom. Feats of prodigious, 
and almost incredible, heroism were achieved in the Holy 
Land ; and, at the close of the eleventh century, the victorious 
cross w^as planted in the lioly city, and the pious Christian 
hero, Godfrey, proclaimed King of Jerusalem, though this title, 
as suited only to the divine Son of David, he with all hu- 
mility renounced. 

In this holy city the first two spiritual orders of chivalry 
sprang up ; the knights of St. John, who took up arms for 
the defence of pilgrimage, and in their vows combined the 
care of the sick pilgrims with the management of the 
sword ; and the Templars, so called after the Temple of So- 
lomon, and from a recollection of the remarkable secrets con- 
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aeeted witli that edifice* Chivalrous institutions of this kind^ 
wherein Ghristianlty contrived to blend the most opposite 
qualities and inclinations of human nature, could not have 
sprung up under a mathematical government of reason, or in 
a state where every thing is reduced to the level of a dead 
xinifoimiity, and general equality, and where all feeling and 
personality are efiaeed. But the voice of ages has decided 
completely in favour of these marvellous institutes, and even 
in our own times, amid all the changes and fiiictuations of 
opinion, they have preserved the respect, and obtained the 
forbearance, of mankind. 

Even in the second crusade which took place about fifty 
years later, when the new progress of the Saracen arms appeared 
to threaten the safety of the holy city, it was far more the pious 
eloquence of St. Bernai'd than any scheme or calculation of 
policy, which set the whole European world in motion. The 
number of warriors and armed pilg’rims who, under the guidance 
of the Emperor Conrad, and the King of France, poured in 
upon the Holy Land, is computed at more than half a nniiion. 
The religious enthusiasm and chivalric heroism ubich formed 
the sole and animating principle of the whole enterprise, were 
not always accompanied with sufiicient prudence, wisdom, and 
circumspection. The want of these qualities at least, as re- 
garded the influences of climate, the physical wants of so vast 
an army, and a geographical knowledge of localities ; is too 
often apparent ; and in default of this necessary foresight and 
preparatory information, many thousands perished in the second 
as well as in the first crusade ; a fate which indeed is not un- 
frequent in wars, where great bodies of people are exposed to 
toil and hardship in a foreign climate. These expeditions were 
indeed like new migrations of nations, which took an opposite 
direction from the first, and rolled backward from Europe 
towards ancient Asia. The great multitude of men engaged^ 
would sufficiently account for these memorable expeditions, as 
it proves the redundance of population in Europe, which sought 
on this occasion, and by means of this kind, to disburden itself 
of its surplus numbers. And if this numerous population nmy 
have given rise to, or afiforded materials for, turbulence and 
anarchy, still, on the other hand, it furnishes a proof that that 
anarchy was not of so destructive and depopulating a nature, as 
the descriptions of modem historians would sometimes lead 
us to suppose. 
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The real point of transition in German history from good to 
Rvilj — from those Chiistian principles which were ever predo- 
minant in the earlier peirod, to the unappeasable contests of the 
Guelfs and Ghibellines in the later naiddle age, must be fixed in 
the reign of the Emperor Frederick the First. The hostile 
treatment of the old Saxon race, the destruction of that first and 
greatest of the old national dutchies of the Germans, was occa- 
sioned by the jealousy of the East Franconians under the 
dynasty of that race ; and this measure, begun during the 
reign, (in every respect so mischievous) of Henry the Fourth, 
who thus became chargeable with tins mighty injustice tow’-ards 
the whole German nation, was now brought to a head by the 
Emperor Barbarossa. And thus, with the most signal ingrati- 
tude, was cut off by the root that noble stem whence German 
glory and German power had sprung ; for the reigns of the 
great Saxon emperors form precisely the most prosperous and 
most brilliant period of German history, such indeed as has never 
been again witnessed. With the same unrelenting severity and 
atrocious cruelties, this Ghlbelline emperor destroyed the con- 
federate cities of Lombardy, and with them crushed the fair 
plant of Italian civilisation just then beginning to blossom. 

These two great historical parties— the Guelfs and Ghibel- 
lines, are the same which we meet with in other periods of 
history, and even in our own times, though under other names, 
often in a form very different from that of the present day, and 
not always in the same relative position towards each other ; 
but in the middle age they appeared in the larger and more 
gigantic proportions of the vigorous, heroic character belonging 
to that epoch. There is ever the one party aspiring after 
greater freedom, and the other immovably attached to the 
ancient faith, and to the principles it inculcates. That the 
liberal principles of innovation should, according to the peculiar 
complexion which these opinions take in every age, have ema- 
nated even from imperial power,- and should have sought to 
establish their dominion in the world by force of arms, is not 
improbable in itself ; and examples of a like kind are not 
wanting in history. And in this shape we find these prin- 
ciples in the middle age, where for a long while they exerted 
the greatest influence, and at last became almost predominant. 
On the other hand the legitimate attachment to the old per- 
manent principle of faith ‘ appeared here in the form of an 
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ecclesiastical opposition to secular ascendency. But in the time 
of Barbarossa, the solemn reconciliation wlii eh took place be- 
tween this emperor and the pope, restored harmony between 
the heads of church and state, and at last composed the long 
feud. This powerful emperor, accompanied by the king of 
France, and the lion-hearted Eichard, undertook a new crusade, 
in order to deliver Jerusalem which had been wrested from the 
Christians by Saladin ; but before he could accomplish his 
design, death terminated his active career. 

Although the last Ghibelline empei’or, Frederick the Second, 
had been educated by Pope Innocent III., a pontiff distinguished 
by his enlarged views, and great intellectual endowments, and 
who had undertaken the care and guardianship of the emperor's 
childhood ; yet the old dispute broke out again under this 
monarch with more violence and more implacable animosity 
than ever. Tliis quarrel was never more appeased, at least 
during the sway of Frederick 11. and his family ; and it termi- 
nated only with the downfall of the Hohenstaufen, the most 
oowerfiil of all the princely houses of the middle age. Yet the 
Glxibeiline name, heretofore stamped in characters of blood upon 
the earth, subsisted a long while yet ; and for ages after, the 
Ghibelline spirit continued to be the prevailing one in Europe. 
Although the later Swabian princes and emperors of this 
house, such as Henry VI. and others, were the patrons of 
jjoetry, and of the Provencal minstrels and German Minnesin- 
gers; yet they ail resembled one another in an unbending 
sternness of character. Henry VI. perpetrated the most enor- 
mous cruelties at Naples; the blood-thirsty Ezzelin, while 
governor of Lombardy, under Frederick the Second, has left 
behind him so fearful a recollection in Italy, such a character 
in the pages of history, that his very name need only be men- 
tioned, and will dispense with all minuter historical details. 
The last of this family, Gonradin, was an innocent victim of 
the public hatred borne to his ancestors, and he perished on a 
scalfold at Naples by the hands of Charles of Anjou, the brother 
of St. Lewis, who had seized on the kingdom of the TwOb Sici- 
lies, the lawful patrimony of tht? royal youth. The Emperor 
Frederick the Second — a prince who for his times had received 
a most polite education, and was endowed with the greatest 
and most original powers of mind — was not only accused by 
tl^e pope in the e^pcommunication he pronounced against him 
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of a secret but decided enmity to the Christian religion ; but 
in the general opinion of the world, laboured under the same 
suspicion. However, bj a prudent peace, which this prince 
concluded with the Sultan of Egypt, he terminated his crusade 
more successfully than his grandfather had done his own j for 
by this he won back the holy places, and placed the crown of 
Jerusalem on his head- He was the first who brought into 
Europe the Arabic translation of Aristotle’s works ; and as at 
this period a mighty change took place in the science and phi- 
losophy of the middle age, and as even the art and poetry of 
European nations began to display new life and energy, it may 
not be amiss to give here a rapid sketch of these important 
changes, as they serve to characterise the times. 

Chivalry was in itself the poetry of life; what wonder then 
that that life of imagination, should have opened a new 
fountain of poesy in the traditional songs, the fairy lays, the 
varied minstrelsy, and knightly narratives of Germany and 
France, Spain and England, since in these countries, chivalry 
was the ruling element of society, and had made the greatest 
progress? — For the more immediate object of this Philosophy 
of History, — and in order to contemplate the progress of man- 
kind in matters more serious and important, I have thought 
the moral principles of men in the middle age, and their 
political doctrines, as they were founded on religion, or on the 
system of opposition to religion, to be of far greater moment 
and importance tlian the mere sesthetic part of those ages ; for 
sentimentalists may indulge in a certain vague, superficial love 
and predilection for the times chivalry, for the romantic spirit 
of the chivalrous life, and of the chivalrous poetry, and oF the 
whole system of modern art which has thence emanated ; and 
nevertheless, all the deeper problems of life involved in that 
momentous epoch may remain unexamined, unsolved, or even 
misunderstood. 

On the nature of this romantic tendency, inasmuch as it 
exerted a mighty influence on life, and was a motive of vast 
and undoubted weight in many of the most important histo- 
rical events of those ages, I shall merely say a word by way of 
psychological illustration; for this is appHcable to the prevail- 
ing forms of mind, the peculiar intellectual bearings of whole 
nations and ages, as to those of individuals. As where opinion 
is the ruling principle of life — it is very soon broken, divislGti, 
2b2 
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parcelled out, and lost in a chaos of heterogeneous tlieories, 
and the age, the world, life itself, are involved in interminabie 
disputes; so, when religious feeling constitutes the primary 
principle of life, and it hath been dismembered, and torn from 
its right centre, been driven to some extreme, and opinions 
flowing from this source have been carried into action, then 
all the great transactions of public life exhibit that overruling 
influence of imagination, perceptible not in the earlier, but in 
the later periods of the imddie age, especially from the great 
epoch of the Crusades. Although these and other like great 
historical events of that perio^ hear many noble traces of the 
high religious source whence they sprang, yet such a para- 
mount influence of imagination over real life, must in this 
partial excess be regarded as the consequence of the dismem- 
berment of man’s psychological powers — a symptom of the 
dissolution of that internal harmony which can never subsist 
in,! society, unless it be previously established in consciousness. 
The radical vice of the middle age —that is to say, the one 
most prevalent in its later period from the time of the Ghibel- 
lines, if one may venture to eharaeterise it with such psycho- 
logical generality, is discernible in the productions of the 
poetry, art, and science of that age. And the relations which 
these bore to society — -the distinctive character, the peculiar 
spirit of this critical period iu the progress of Christian nations, 
are matters of the highest interest and greatest moment. This 
vice consisted in that disposition to extremes, that leaning 
towards the absolute I have already spoken of, as manifested 
in will, iu determination, in rule, or in science, speculation, and 
poetry. The first germ, or at least the first disposition to 
this fault, lies in the very origin of modern nations, especially 
those five whose political existence sprang out of the union of 
the Germanic constitution, manners, and character, with the 
Latin civilisation, literature, and language in the Romanic 
countries: or which, at least, were formed by a very strong 
infusion of the Roman spirit ^ — I mean the German and Eng- 
lish, the French, Spanish, and Italian nations. Where the 
chj^racter of the German tribes, the free, heroic energy of Ger- 
manic nature, was blended and incorporated with the strong 
worldly sense of the Romans by the influence of Christian 
principles and religious love; there sprang out of that happy 
union those great and mild characters to which I have already 



HISTORY. 


373 


drawn your attention, and wHch flourislied during tHe first 
period of tlie German empire, and of the middle age. But as 
soon as the influence of the Christian religion began to decline, 
and its power was enfeebled, clouded, or obscured, the two 
elements, which had been united in the human race, fell 
asunder ; and on one side was to be seen nothing but mere 
Roman astuteness (as is often enough the case in the later his- 
tory of France and Italy), and on the side of the Germanic na- 
tions, nothing but a rude martial impetuosity and cbivalrie pride, 
uncontrolled and unsoftened by the principle of religion. Or < 
wdien, again, the rigid principle|of that old worldly sense and 
instinct of dominion, which belonged to the Romans, were con- 
joined with the heroic energy of the north, wdthout, however, 
the healing and conciliatory influence of the religion of love; 
tills combination, which is conspicuous in the vehement, but 
fearful characters engaged in the GhibeUine contests, was, in- 
deed the most unfortunate of all. 

How the tendency towards the absolute — that abyss to man- 
kind, whicb, along with love, confounds and swallows up all life 
—then hurried the political world from one extreme to another, 
we have already mentioned, so far as was necessary for our 
object. 

But even in the art and poetry, as well as the science of the 
middle age, this leaning towards the absolute is equally apparent, 
and the more so, as both reached their full maturity at that 
period only when this had become the ruling spirit of the age. 
As, on one hand, the chivalrous poetry, especially in its origin, 
was excessively fantastical, until later it was fashioned into a 
form of milder symmetry, and made to pour forth the touching, 
heart-felt tones of romantic art; so, on the other hand, the scho- 
lastic philosophy was bewildered in a maze of subtleties not so 
much metapnysical as merely lo^cal, and often quite destitute 
of sense. The singular manner, indeed, in which the Italian? 
poet Dante, has in his mighty poem of visions, wherein he dis- I 
plays the most masterly and classical condensation of language, * 
and tlie profoundest poetical art, contrived to sustain in his pro- * 
gress through the three regions of the invisible world, that fan- 
tastic spirit (which was not confined to the chivalrous poetry, 
but was common to eveiy department of imagination in that age), 
next the stem maxims of the GhibeUine state policy, and a con- 
genial worship of Roman antiquity, and has managed to unit© 



,S74 


PHII.OSOFHY OP 


all tliese qualities witli the subtle distinctions of tbe scbolastic 
pliilosopby ; this singular manner, indeed, has never been an 
object of general imitation, nor has it opened a path to the sub- 
sequent labours of art. But this work will ever remain an ex- 
traordinary, wonderful, and characteristic monument, wherein 
the peculiar spirit of this first scliolastico-romantic epoch of 
European art and science is displayed in a most remarkable 
manner. In this spirit there were many heterogeneous elements, 
not confined to their separate and distinct spheres, hut often 
in tbe strangest juxta-positiori, or rather confusion. And thus 
a regular scholastic science of jove, with all the borrowed forms 
of the philosophy of the day, formed often the purport of the 
most tender romantic lays or devices ; and logical antitheses, 
syllogisms, and subtleties, were solved in rhyme and verse, with 
a most charming play of fancy. It is these vagaries (and so 
they are in many respects) which so captivate our feelings in the 
poetry of Petrarch— one of the restorers of ancient literature 
and of modern learning. 

More strongly still than in its poetry, the richness of an in- 
ventive imagination displayed itself in the wonderful architecture 
of the middle age, as so many splendid monuments in Germany, 
England, a part of France, and in the north of Italy and Venice 
can attest. The style of the Byzantine churches was the first and 
principal model of this Gothic architecture, though a* fantastic 
monument of Arabic architecture may here and there perhaps 
have had some infiuence in its formation. The elaborate and 
ornate style, and the fantastic singularity of this architecture, 
breathe the true spirit of the German middle age. At this 
time, painting, too, began to make some progress in Italy and 
Germany; though its progress was incomparably slower than 
that of architecture, and the art reached its perfection only in 
the fifteenth century ; hut devoted entirely to religious subjects 
and consecrated to the use of churches or private devotion, 
painting remained, down to the time of Raphael, an art 
peculiarly Christian, and displayed the profoundest import and 
the most masterly power. From this period, renouncing, for 
the most part, the religious character of the elder Christian 
painting, art began to be affected by that enthusiasm for the 
pagan antique, which indeed was not limited to the fine arts, 
but was the prevailing character of literature and science in this 
second period of European cultme. And I have made these few 
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rei^-arks, not so mncli for the sake of art itself, which would re- 
quire a separate investigation, but as tending to elucidate the 
various epoclis and stages in the progress of modern ci\ilisation. 

It was an ilhhoding gift that the Ghibelline emperor made 
to Europe when he brought from the East the works of Aris- 
totle, translated, or rather burlesqued, into Arabic, and thence 
turned again into Latin, till at last they became often perfectly 
unintelligible. The elder Christian philosophers belonging to the 
first period of the middle agevSuch as in England (wdiich still 
retained a high pre-eminence in Latin literature and Christian 
science), a Scotus Erigena, the contemporary of Alfred,^ — a St. 
Anselm, so highly revered in theology, —and afterwards in France, 
an Abelard, and also a St. Bernard, in whose eloquence there 
runs so pure a vein of piety— and so charming a mysticism of 
feeling— all these elder Christian philosophers, both in thought 
and language were incomparably clearer and more precise than 
the schoolmen of succeeding times, and were for the most part 
entirely free from that interminable play of an idle logic, and 
those empty metaphysical subtleties. The natural sciences 
were then in too low and feeble a state to form any distinct 
branch of human inquiry ; and this very circumstance contri- 
buted, as was then indeed perfectly natural, to knit closer the 
ties which connected philosophy with theology. But indepen- 
dently of "the peculiar circumstances of those times, it is evident 
that Christian philosophy can he founded on religion only, and 
not on any theory, wherein nature occupies the first and highest 
place — not on any doctrine, which contains the germ of a 
pagan worship of nature, renewed under a scientific form. As 
little can a Christian philosophy rest on the principle of indi- 
vidualism — a reason which submits not humbly to God and bis 
revelation, but -which, ail concentrated in itself, aspires to be 
all- sufficing and all-creative. In either respect, the Stagyrite, 
when studied even in the oiiginal, and thoroughly understood, 
would have been a guide very unsafe, very likely to mislead, as 
well in natural philosophy as in the higher problems of meta- 
physics. The best and most instructive of his writings, liis 
ethical or political works, could not ^even be understood by 
those scholastic admirers of the Grecian sage ; for the profound 
allusions they contained to the customs and political history of 
Greece made the knowledge of these, and a complete investi- 
gation of the original sources of information, absolutely neces- 



376 


PHII.OSOPHY OP 


sary to their com prehension . Eyen his logical and rhetorical 
hooks derive their chief and liveliest interest from the fact that 
they were intended to remedy the dialectic malady of Grecian 
intellect, and to oppose the all-usurping influence of a false 
rhetoric among the Greeks. Lastly, to comprehend fully, 
rightly appreciate, and turn to advantage, as our times are 
enabled to do, the most solid works of the profound ancient— 
those on mixed physics and natural history, the schoolmen were 

I entirely destitute of the necessary aids and preparatory infor- 

' mation. 

^ If the Christian philosophers of the middle age, instead of 
adopting the Aristotelian system, had built and improved on 
the philosophy of those first great original thinkers of Christian 
Europe already mentioned, or on the philosophy of the primi- 
tive fathers, even those of the Latin church, for by them also 
the Platonic doctrines (the only doctrines of antiquity at all 
reconcileahle with a philosophy of revelation) had long been 
planted and naturalised on the Christian soil ; — ^if this had been 
the case, the edifice of Christian philosophy would have been 
raised with far greater ease and rapidity, and been wrought 
into a much more beautiful structure. Or if even the Greek 
originals had been deemed absolutely indispensable towards 
such an object, it had been better that, instead of waiting till 
the destruction of Constantinople, the powerful empei '^rs and 
potentates, who patronised art and sicience, had, during the 
short duration of the Lafin empire at Constantinople, brought 
away with them those philological treasures, instead of the 
works of Aristotle so absurdly disfigured in the Arabic, and in 
the still more unintelligible Latin version. It was, on one 
hand, the inclination of the age to absolute modes of thinking, 
to the art of logical tournaments, and on the other, a hope, 
secretly entertained, that by the pretended magical power of 
these logical devices, one might learn and obtain the mastery 
of many profound secrets of nature (which by the wa^^ should 
have been sought anywhere but in the real Aristotle); finally, 
the unquenchable tbirst after a fruit of knowledge, deemed 
forbidden — it was all these circumstances which created now 
that universal and irresistible rage for Aristotle, reputed as he 
was to contain the very essence of all liberal science and phi- 
iosophy. 

The whole foundation of the scholastic philosophy was 
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tliorouglily and essentially false ; and it had the most prejudi- 
cial and itijurious influence, not only on theology, but on the 
whole spirit and modes of thinking of this age. When, how- 
ever, the evil appeared nearly incurable, and the false current 
of opinion \va3 too strong to be resisted, a mighty service was 
rendered to mankind, when acute and sagacious theologians, 
endowed with philosophical talents and discernment, like a St. 
Thomas Aquinas, adopting the common, but erroneous, basis 
of this old xVristotelian rationalism, founded on it a system in 
which they attempted to reconcile this philosophy with the 
dictates of faith, and thus, in this respect at least, avert from 
their age the dangerous coiisequencjes of this false direction of 
the human mind. Yet, on the whole, this was but an appa- 
rent reconciliation ; and the scholastic philosophy, or in other 
words, the rationalism of the middle age, broke out often 
afterwards into a haughty and violent opposition to the doc- 
trines of revelation. 

This scholastic ^jirit of the now degenerate middle age 
exerted its pernicious influence on life itself, and on the sciences 
more immediately connected with life, particularly jurispru- 
dence. For when the first Ghibelline Frederick, on the plains 
of Roncaglia, gave his solemn sanction to the Roman law, and 
to all those absolute I'ights aud prerogatives of the crown 
which were thence to be deduced, he thereby opened a door to 
an intricate scholastic jurisprudence, to all the learned subtlety 
of processes, and the interminable logic of law ; and conferred 
on mankind a boon as little propitious as the Arabic Aristotle, 
which liis descendant, the second Frederick, afterwards brought 
into Europe. The vast pandects of Justinian were already the 
recognised code of laws, under the Eastern Franconian empe- 
rors, long before the German jurist, Irnerius, opened his school 
of civil law in the University of Bologna. Those old Roman 
formulas of universal dominion which are occasionally to be * 
found in the “ Corpus Juris, suited perfectly the spirit and policy ’ 
of the Ghibelline emperors, who, in, particular cases, alleged 
them against the Greek emperors and other potentates, as clear * 
proofs of the universal monarchy which- appertained to them. * 
But it was particularly from the Ghibelline period that the 
Roman law became a favourite science, and its study a new 
mania among the European nations, especially on account of 
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the leaning to absolute principles in that system of jurispru- 
dence, whose artificial forms of rigid law were indeed little 
congenial to the spirit of Christianity, to modem society, and 
German manners. 

The true problem for the legal science of Christian Europe 
to solve would have been this— -to adopt the forms of the old 
Homan jurisprudence, so highly wrought and finished in its 
■way, and to reform its spirit by the doctrines and principles of 
Christian justice ; and at the same time to employ the many 
excellent materials to be found in the native laws of European 
nations, and in all the old Germanic codes. These laws wers 
indeed of a very local nature, adapted mostly to infant com- 
munities and the simple manners of warlike tribes, and by no 
means appropriate to a more advanced stage of civilisation ; 
yet they contained the solid substance of genuine freedom and 
exalted equity. But this task ought to have been accom- 
plished in that earlier period when Christianity, which had 
united and harmonised so many discordant elements, had still 
retained all its influence— an influence which was afterwards 
wanting. Those ages, however, which were so thoroughly 
Christian, and on that very account of such political import- 
ance, were deficient in science ; and hence, as I have already 
observed, it was not so much deliberate selfishness, or hostile 
opposition, but the real want of knowledge and foresight 
which occasioned the civil and political institutions of Christian 
states to be left imperfect. It is only in very recent times 
that an attempt has been made to solve problem which eai'lier 
ages had left unexecuted, or to supply this old deficiency of 
a Christian system of jurisprudence. And if hitherto this 
task has never been adequately, or completely, accomplished, 
though all the conditions have long existed for the solution of 
this necessary problem of European society; it would not be 
right to defer again the execution of the work, and thus lose 
once more the seasonable moment. 

How, after the struggle of parties had become more general, 
and an absolute mode of thinking the ruling character of the 
age, the violent contests between church and state, between the 
secular and ecclesiastical authorities tended to promote their 
mutual injury and destruction, 1 shall now endeavour briefly to 
state. After the last excommunication pronounced against 
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Frederick ILj one anti-emperor had followed another in suc- 
cession; and German princes, a prince of the royal household 
of England, and a king of Castile, had filled successively the 
imperial throiie ; none were generally and legally recognised, 
and it was the reign of universal anarchy and savage club-law. 
It was a dark interregnum in social order, as if the sun of 
justice and of peace had withdrawn its light from a world of 
corruption and irreconcilable hate ; and for a whole genera- 
tion this state of wild disorder, and fear of still greater 
calamities, lasted. The loss of Jerusalem and all the Holy 
Land to the Christians, which now took place, added to the 
general gloom of the times. 

In vain had St. Lewis in his last crusade against Egypt, 
once more exerted all his energies for the deliverance and pre- 
servation of the Christian possessions in the East ; possessions, 
which had they been retained, might in the end have formed a 
rampart and a harrier against the inroads of the Mussulman 
power into the adjoining provinces of Europe, Still the danger 
from this quarter was not so imminent ; for it was not till a 
hundred years later that the Turks burst from Asia Minor into 
Europe, conquered the northern provinces of the Byzantine 
empire, and began to menace the Christian kingdoms of the 
West. But there was a nearer and mightier danger rolling on 
against Europe — the formidable power of the Moguls, which 
surprised it in this period of the great interregnum. As if the 
hostile spirit of destruction had anticipated or known that the 
power of Christendom could be subverted only by internal dis- 
cord ; an old sage or priest of the still pagan Moguls, had, 
about a generation before, announced to the youth, who was 
afterwards called Zingis Khan, (that is to say, Lord of the World, 
and who is known by this name in history,) that in a vision, 
he had seen the Great Spirit, seated on his flaming throne, 
judge the nations of the earth, and that by his decision, the domi- 
nion of the world had been allotted to the young Khan of the 
Moguls. Filled with this spirit, Zingis traversed the world, 
with big countless hosts ; conquered China, Thibet, and Japan, 
subdued the Mussulman empire of Carizme, and penetrated as 
far as the Caspian Sea. The conqueror’s four sons continued the 
work which he had commenced, and divided the earth into four 
parts for their task of desolation. The one to whom was as* 
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signed the western portion of the earth invaded Cliristendora 
with his innumerable squadrons ; the throne of Rurick, the 
greatest Christian potentate in the north, was overturned ; and 
for several centuries, Russia, incorporated with the government 
of Kipzak, groaned under the oppressive yoke of the Mogul 
sway. Poland was overrun by the all-wasting host of Moguls ; 
the King of Hungary was defeated, and forced to dee his coun- 
try ; Silesia was laid waste, and the bloody discomdture of the 
Christian army at Lignitz filled the whole western world with 
consternation. Happily the destroyers penetz'ated no further 
into Europe ; and the stream of their conquests, as if diverted 
by a protecting hand, tooft its course first towards the Arabian 
Caliphate of Bagdad, which they put an end to ; and afterwards 
towards India, and other Asiastic and Mahometan countries. 
This was a passing, but awful, warning to Christendom, how 
much she needed the strong arm of a powerful protector, 
and that union alone would enable her to resist the assaults and 
inroads of barbarous nations. It was the strong feeling of such 
a necessity which had first inspired the idea of the Western 
Empire. 

In the German empire, order was first restored by Rodolph 
of Hapsburgh, who, notwithstanding his earldom of Alsace and 
his other hereditary demesnes in the Alps, had not yet so much 
power as many other aspirants to the imperial crown; but his 
chivalrous virtues ranking him high in the estimation of many 
of the princes, a happy and singular coincidence of accidental 
circumstances occasioned his unexpected election to the empire, 
which appeared tohim, as to many others, a calling from above. 
Being on the most peaceful understanding with the pope, he 
yet abandoned his expedition to Rome ; for he was, above ail 
things, anxious to put an end to anarchy, to establish the public 
tranquillity on a solid basis, and, as far as was then possible, to 
restore the reign of justice. The high services which by this 
he rendered to his country in those distracted times, history has 
not been backward to acknowledge ; and, as the patriarch of 
the imperial house of Hapsburgh. he has beer the founder of 
a power which, in succeeding ages, has ever proved a pillar of 
strength and security to Germany and even Europe. But of^en 
again did anarchy rear her head, and often did disorder obtain 
the ascendant in Germany, as well as in other European 
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states. INations felt the want of one mighty, independent, and 
protecting power — they lamented the decline of those Christian 
principles which had knit so closely all the ties of public and 
private life ; and they saw with regret the gradual approach of 
die general dissolution and mighty ruin of European society. 
Under Rodolph’s successors, down to Maximilian and Charles 
jie Fifth, the emperors were confined in their sphere of action 
to Germany and its internal affairs, which do not here imme- 
iiately concern us. The expeditions to Rome tended, indeed, 
to keep alive the remembrance of the old imperial rights and 
claims ; but they were productive of no permanent advantage, 
nor real extension of power. It wa’S t)niy in the summoning of 
general councils (the want of which was soon so urgently felt 
for the well-being of the church and of Christendom), that the 
imperial power was really exerted in favour of the general 
interest in Europe, 

But the evils which ensued to the church and its head, from 
its unhappy conflict wnth the temporal power, were far more 
extensive and fatal in their consequences. lu the mighty contests 
between the popes and emperors, it was actual right which was 
the subject of dispute ; and, in truth, the first basis and highest 
principle of all right in Christian states, and indeed in ail 
human society ; and however much of error the exaggerations 
of later times may have infused into these disputes, it was a 
sublime idea which animated either party. In France, which 
now took up that attitude of hostility towards the head of the 
church which the emperors had once assumed, an entirely new 
era in European policy, which had now ceased to be Christian, 
commenced with the reign of Philip-le-Bel. In the place of those 
great motives and lofty ideas which animated a Gregory VII., 
on the one hand, and a Conrad or Barbarossa, on the other, we 
meet with a vulgar policy, a selfish cupidity, and an unworthy 
cunning. In every point of view, Philip the Fair may be con- 
sidered as the worthy predecessor of Louis XL Even his con- 
duct towards the whole order of Templars, their execution, or 
rather judicial murder, for the purpose of confiscation, was a 
deed of violence which nothing could justify ; even had the 
suspicion entertained against the more corrupt portion of the 
order, of having introduced from the East certain un-Christian 
tenets, rights, and practices, been not entirely destitute of foim^ 
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dation. But yet this suspicion did not affect the whole body, 
nor even the then worthy grand-master, as was shortly after- 
wards acknowledged by the King of Portugal and the pope 
himself ; and, in any case, an ecclesiastical affair of so much 
importance ought to have been investigated and determined hy 
a mode of procedure very different from this arbitrary and 
despotic course. 

The untimely exaggerations and absolute pretensions of Bo- 
niface VIIL, which, though papal, may almost he termed GM- 
belline (in the same sense that we have applied that term to the 
acts of preceding emperors), must have proved very welcome to 
Philip the Fair. Pie foun^''in the conduct of the pope, a pre- 
text for enticing him into France, in order, on the first vacancy 
in the Holy See, to promote the election of a pope favourable 
to his views, and fix him at Avignon. It was a deep-laid plan 
of policy on his part, to fix the residence of the popes for ever 
within his territories, in order more easily to extort their con- 
sent to all his selfish projects, as in the case of the Templars ; 
a policy by which the popes, during seventy years, were kept 
in a state of absolute dependence on the court of France. And 
when at last one of the popes succeeded in rescuing the chair 
of St. Peter from this Babylomsh captivity, and placing it again 
at Rome, popes were elected one against the other at Rome and 
Avignon ; and a schism broke out in the church which lasted 
for forty years, till it was finally quelled by the general council 
of Constance. A deeper wound could not have been inflicted 
on Christianity than this division in the church, which led 
minds astray, and introduced an indescribable confusion in all 
the relations of public and private life. As, without the all- 
protecting and all- connecting authority of the first Christian 
emperors, Europe in general, and Germany in particular, 
would much sooner have been split and dismembered, and been 
deprived of all power of permanent resistance against foreign 
aggression, and barbarian inroads ; so, without the papal 
power, which was founded on, and adapted for, unity, and 
which held together the fabric of the church, Christianity would 
very soon have been lost and extinguished in a multitude of 
particular sects, petty congregations, and opposite parties, even 
where totally dissimilar systems of religion did not spring up. 
The maintenance of orthodoxy in the Greek church, where the 
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patriarcli does not; possess tlie same spiritual power, nor tlie same 
extensive influence on society, as the pope during the middle 
ages, cannot be fairly adduced as an objection to the truth of 
this observation. For it would be absurd to expect from the 
active, stirring, restless, and animated spirit of the western 
nations, moving on as they did through a series of rapid, inces- 
sant, and progressive changes, that innate monotony of thought 
even in faith, which was natural to the dead, torpid Byzantine 
mind. When the Western church had been weakened and 
convulsed by the conflict with the secular power, the preju- 
dicial and fatal effects of this contest became apparent in 
religion itself and the internal region of faith. At first, indeed, 
tliere arose a mighty moral power of resistance against the 
growing corruption and the impending evil — a great spiritual 
remedy, which sprang out of religion, and was perfectly con- 
formable to its spirit. It was here again apparent how that 
strengthening Spirit of aid and counsel— -that Paraclete pro- 
mised to the church by its divine Founder, knows at every 
period, and on every new occurrence of danger, to employ the 
remedies the best and most fitting for the exigencies of the 
time ; remedies of which the high origin is clearly discernible, 
though in tne hands of men they no longer retain their primi- 
tive character, and do not accomplish all the good they 
might have effected, or even become at last more and more 
perverted. 

The great wealth of the church was not the sole, but one 
of the principal subjects of dispute with the secular power, and 
was even a stumbling-block to many, especially among the 
people. It was this wealth, indeed, which had furnished the 
means of cultivating and fertilising the soil of Europe, and 
sowing the seeds of science on the soil of human intellect; 
for the existence of the clergy had been founded on landed pro- 
perty, and by this means they had become naturalised and 
domiciliated in the state, and among the nation; till the 
splendid endowments which they received irom the liberality of 
religious zeal, made the abbots, bishops, and the whole of the 
higher clergy, wealthy lords, senators, and princes. This 
wealth and this power, the clergy, especially in the earlier 
times, generally employed in a manner the most praiseworthy, 
and the most conducive to the welfare of the community. 
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TBe annals of modem Europe, and the history of every great 
and petty state within it, are full of the high political services 
which the excellent churchmen of the middle age rendered to 
the public weal. This was universally acknowledged, and any 
sudden separation of the higher clergy from the state — any 
degradation of that body from the exalted station which they 
occxipied therein, would have been a most serious loss to societ}'. 
In the contests of the emperors and other princes witli the 
church and its head, the immediate and original object of dis- 
pute was not ecclesiastical property, which no one ever dreamed 
of attacking ; but the jurisdiction over that property, and the 
acknowledgment of that jurisdiction. It is easy to conceive 
that all the members of the higher clergy had not rendered 
services equally eminent, and that the employment of their 
riches had not been equally laudable and blameless. But, 
independently of individual abuses and scandals, the great 
wealth of the dignified clergy, the eminent and splendid rank 
they occupied in the state and in society, were ever a stumb- 
ling-block to the people, and even to some ecclesiastics, and 
seemed in contradiction with the original rule and evangelical 
poverty of the primitive Christians. This was the first cause, 
the principal subject, and, as it were, the favourite text of that 
popular opposition which now, after the example had been set 
by princes and potentates, began to unfurl its banners against 
the church. 

Nothing, therefore, could be better adapted to the exigencies 
of the age than that, in opposition to the too great wmrldly pomp 
of many of the high though meritorious and virtuous digni- 
taries of that time, communities of men, animated by the 
sincerest piety, and the most austere spirit of humility and self- 
denial, should have risen to make themselves all in all to 
the people, and set the example of perfect evangelical po- 
verty; or to devote their undivided zeal to popular instruc- 
tion and the office of preaching. Men of real sanctity, and 
the most liumble piety, and gifted with wonderful powers, en- 
tered on this new path of religious zeal ; and many among.st 
them, with a truly high-minded freedom, reprehended the 
abuses and the moral corruption then existing in cimrch and 
state, and among all orders of society. They met wdth 
contradiction and opposition, and even at an early pen«)d 
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incurred mucli blame ; but here we must be careful to dis- 
tinguish human infirmity and partial degeneracy from the 
holy origin of those establishments — from that spark of 
divine inspiration which called these, and all other ecciesi- 
astical institutes, into existence. And thus that tide of 
popular opposition to the church, which had received its 
first impulse from the secular power, and the contests of 
the Ghibelline Emperors, rolled on with an v ever-increasing 
force, swell, and violence. Scarce had the Waldenses dis- 
appeared, when a religious sect still more Dumerous, the 
Albigenses, broke out in the South of France, and not 
content with displaying the usual popular opposition to the 
riches and real abuses of the church, broached many errors 
and doctrines of the Eastern sects, which during the Cru- 
sades may have found their way into that country. For this 
reason it was thought justifiable to proclaim against them a 
formal Crusade, and, by a most atrocious w'ar of extermina- 
tion, wherein the remedy appears no less reprehensible than 
the evil itself, princes put down this popular sect, which they 
regarded as rebellious not only against the church, but the 
state itself. 

Wickliffe in England was the first single bold Reformer 
that appeared, and he was succeeded soon afterw^ards by an 
Innovator, whose enteiprise w^as attended with far more 
important consequences — John FIuss in Bohemia. Their 
w’dtings, abounding not only in the wonted condemnation of 
real abuses, but in many fanciful doctrines, unfounded asser- 
tions, and germs of heresy, their cause as well as the general 
state of affairs, and the problem of the age, became more 
complicated and perilous. 

John Huss was summoned before the council of Constance, 
which had terminated so successfully the schism in the Pa- 
pacy ; but there, without any regard to the imperial safe- 
conduct which he had received, he was condemned, and 
delivered over to capital punishment. As one injustice^ 
one act of bloody severity, is sure to bring on another, a 
few years afterwards the Senators of Prague were preci- 
pitated from a window. This was the signal for a general 
rising of the people; Ziska, at the head of his infuriated 
troops, ravaged Bohemia, burst into the neighbouring pro- 
vinces of Germany, and, with a Hussite army of seventy 
« 2 c 
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thousand men, spread terror every where on his inaren. 
This insurrection was indeed siip})ressed, but Europe grew 
every day more and more ripe for a Revolution. 

A new and pressing danger, which had been long fore- 
seen, now threatened Europe from an opposite quarter. 
The Turks, who for almost a century had been in possession 
of the Northern provinces of the Byzantine Empire, became 
now masters of Constantinople, and the ok! church of St. 
Sophia was converted into a Mosque. That portion of 
Europe which stood in most immediate danger, — Germany, 
Austria, Hungary, and Poland — was now compeiled to make, 
for the space of more than two centuries, resistance to the 
progress of the Turkish power the object of its most assidu- 
ous attention ; and this was a circumstance which tended 
to impede the emperors in all their other enterprises, to 
divert their efforts, and consume their best energies, and 
so far, in the then existing embarrassments in church and 
state, exerted a very fatal influence on the whole system of 
European society. 

The immediate effects of the siege and fail of Constanti- 
nople were highly favourable to literature and science in 
the last half of the fifteenth century; when the Greek fugi- 
tives, by the rich and long-lost treasures of classical know- 
ledge which they brought, created a new and brilliant era 
in letters and science ; in Italy in the first instance, then 
in Germany (at that time so closely connected with Italy), 
and lastly in the rest of Europe. The knowledge of their 
classical tongue and ancient literature had never been totally 
extinguished among the Greek scholars and ecclesiastics; 
but in their hands this knowledge remained a mere dead 
treasure, which was only afterwards turned to profitable 
account, and to the service of society, by the more active 
spirit of the Europeans. 

The better of the late Byzantine emperors, particularly 
some of the Palaeologi, had cultivated the sciences, and, by 
their love and encouragement of learning, had given a new 
life to literature. Even in the period immediately preceding 
the fall and conquest of Constantinople, many Greeks had 
taken refuge in Italy, particularly during the various at- 
tempts made to bring about the re-union of the Greek with 
the Roman Church attempts, how-ever, wdiich with the 
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exception of a small number of individuals who went over to 
the Gatholie Church, were not attended with any genera! 
success. In Italy the Greek fugitives established schools for 
their own language and literature, and founded libraries; 
and if in the time of Petrarch few Italians could be named 
that were conversant with that language and literature (and 
among these zealous promoters of Greek learning, Boccaccio 
must be included with himself,) Florence now under the 
Medici, the first Cosmo, and Lorenzo the Great, became a 
flourishing seminary of Grecian letters and erudition ; and 
at Rome also, the house of Canlinal Bessarion was a true 
Platonic academy of science. Even the study of the ancient 
Roman writers received a new stimulus, and was prose- 
cuted wdth a more classical taste and spirit. Courtly lite- 
rati, and Latin poets formed on the old classical models— 
political wTiters in the Latin tongue, which was still the 
language of diplomacy — statesmen and politicians of the 
greatest influence, trained up in the school of Greek and 
Roman history and politics — and polite dilettanti of Pagan 
antiquity, — all now gave the tone to this new and second 
epoch in the intellectual culture of Europe. But the ruling 
spirit and tone of the age proceeded mainly from the revival 
of the ancient literature and learning of the Greeks, Natural 
philosophy, whatever extension it may have received from 
the improvements in astronomy, and a more comprehensive 
knowledge of the globe obtained by the discovery of the 
New World, had not yet been wrought into a scientific form, 
capable of exerting, as it did afterwards, an effective influ- 
ence on the European mind, or of giving it a new direction. 
In this period of the restoration of science, some individuals, 
like Pious Mirandola, and above all, the German Reucblin, 
foJowed a Platonic track in search of a more profound phi- 
losophy; or, like Bessarion, Marsilius Ficinus, and others, 
illustrated and diffused the philosophy of Plato. But these 
were partial exceptions, and these first attempts were not al- 
ways faultless. Yet it must ever be a matter of regret that 
the beginning then made towards a better and more pro- 
found philosophy should have been left unfinished. To this 
the old scholastic philosophy was then a powerful obstacle, 
and the spirit of anarchy, which the religious contests of the 
following age called into existence, struck at the root of all 
. ' 2'c 2 
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lofty speculation ; and even in the ftourisliing age of the 
Medici, it was the aasthetic part of ancient literature, and 
the political application of classical knowledge, which formed 
the main and almost exclusive object of pursuit. 

Thus this regeneration, as it was called, was very imper- 
fect and incomplete ; and, in a general sense, was really not 
such even in science itself, the advantages which mankind 
had obtained, and which they were so eager to display, were 
more like a passing blossom than a sound and vigorous root. 
Many of those classical spirits were more conversant and 
more at home in ancient Rome and Athens — in the manners, 
history, politics of antiquity, or even in its mythology (then 
investigated with peculiar fondness and enthusiasm) than in 
their own age, in the existing relations of society, or in the 
doctrines and principles of Christianity. 

The prevailing character of this new epoch of intellectual 
cultivation, which succeeded to the scholastico- romantic 
period of European art and science, was, by those modes of 
thinking and those modes of life which, with more or less 
modification and variety, it diffused over all the European 
countries, at the best a very partial enthusiasm for Pagan 
antiquity, not merely in the department of art, but in the 
whole compass of literature; nay, even in history, politics, 
and morals also. If we compare with the fearful commo- 
tions of the following age this classical enthusiasm, often so 
ill suited to the existing relations of society, its influence on 
the w'orld will appear like an enchanting draught, which in- 
toxicated for a while the European nations, drew* them after 
objects totally foreign, made them forget themselves in an 
illusive consciousness of their intellectual refinement; and, 
lulling them into a false security, blinded them to their own 
corruption, and the greatness of the impending danger — the 
yawning abyss on whose verge they then stood. 


END OF JLECTDKE XIV. 
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LECTURE XV. 

General observations on the Philosophy of History. — On the corrupt state 
of society in the fifteenth century.-— Origin of Protestantism, and cha- 
racter of the times of the Reformation. 

The Philosophy of History — -that is to say, the right compre- 
hension of its wonderful course, the solution and illustration 
of its mighty problems, and of the complex enigmas of 
humanity, and its destiny in the lapse of ages — -is not to be 
found in isolated events, or detached historical facts, but iE 
the principles of social progress. Historical particulars can 
only serve to characterize the inward motives, the prevailing 
opinions, the decisive moments, the critical points in the 
progress of human society ; and thus place more vividly 
before our eyes the peculiar character of every age — each 
step of mankind in intellectual refinement and moral im- 
provement. To this end, historical details are indispensable ; 
for the ruling principles of social development are of a 
more exalted kind, and not mere organic laws of nature, 
from which, as in physiology, when the first principle of the 
disorder is well understood, we can accurately deduce, and 
partly at least determine beforehand, the nature of the 
different phenomena and symptoms, the rule of health, the 
diagnostic of the disease, as well as the method of cure, the 
approach of the crisis, and its natural declension, without 
being obliged to go through the labyrinth of all the different 
cases that may have ever existed. Again, it is not in the 
history of man, as in natural history, where the structure of 
the various plants and animals forms by close analogy one con- 
nected system of species and genera ; and where the growth, 
bloom, decay, and extinction of individuals follow in an uni- 
form order, like day and night, or like the change of the 
seasons. But in the sphere of human freedom ; as man is a na- 
tural creature, but a natural creature endowed with free-will, 
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that is to say, with the faculty of moral deteniiiuatiou between 
the good or heavenly impulse, and the wicked or hostile prin- 
cipie ; all these organic laws of nature form only the physical 
basis of his progress and history. And hardly do they form 
this — but rather a mere disposition of which the direction de- 
pends on man, or on the use he makes of his own freedom. It 
is only when that higher principle of man's free-wili has been 
weakened, debased, obscured, extinguished, and utterly con- 
founded, that those laws of nature can hold good in history. 
Then, indeed, the syxnptoms of a diseased age, the organic 
vices of a nation, the prognostics of a general crisis of the 
world, may be determined tO' a certain extent with the pre- 
cision of medical science. Though the general feelings of 
mankind clearly declare the soul to be endowed with the 
faculty of free-will ; yet to reason, this freedom is an almost 
inextricable enigma, the solution of which must be fur- 
nished by faith- Or rather, this is a mystery, of which the 
key and explanation must be sought for in God and his 
Revelation ; and the same will apply to every higher 
principle, that transcends nature, and nature's laws. 

Along with the principle of man's free-will, which rises 
above necessity, that law of nature — there is another higher 
and divine principle in the historical progress of nations ; 
and this is the visible guidance of an all-loving and kll-ruling 
Providence displayed in the course of history and the march 
of human destiny, whethejr in things great or small. But 
the power of evil is something more than a mere power of 
nature, and in comparison with this, it is a power of a higher 
and more .spiritual kind. It is that power whose influence 
is not only felt in the sensual inclinations of nature, but 
which, under the mask of a false libertj^ unceasingly labours 
to rob man of his true freedom. Thus Providence is not 
a mere vague notion, a formula of belief, or a feeling of 
virtuous anticipation — a mere pious conjecture — but it is 
the real, effective, historical, redeeming power of God, which 
restores to man and the whole human race their lost 
^reedom, and with it the effectual power of good. The 
problem of human existence consists in this, that man in 
the great stage of history, as in the little details of private 
life, has to choose and determine between a true heavenly 
freedom, ever faithful and stedfast to God, and the false. 



HISTORY. 


391 


rebellious freedom of a will separated from God. The .uere 
license of passion or of sensual appetite is no liberty, but 
a stern bondage under the yoke of nature. But as that 
false and criminal freedom is spiritual, so it is superior to 
nature ; and it is strictly conformable to truth, to regard 
him as the first author of this false liberty whom revelation 
represents as the mightiest, the most potent, and the most 
intellectual egotist among all created beings either in the 
visible or invisible world. 

Without this freedom of choice innate in man or imparted 
to him, — this faculty of determining betYreen the divine 
impulse and the suggestions of the spirit of evil, there would 
be no history, and without a faith in such a principle there 
could be no Philosophy of History. If free-will were a 
mere psychological illusion ; if consequently man were in-* 
capable of sentiment or deliberate action ; if all in life were 
predetermined by necessity, and subject, like nature, to a 
blind, immutable destiny ; in that ease, what we call his- 
tory, or the description of mankind, would merely constitute 
a branch of natural science. But such notions are utterly 
repugnant to the general belief and the most intimate 
feelings of mankind, according to which, it is precisely the 
conflict between the good or divine principle on the one 
hand, and the evil or adverse principle on the other, which 
forms the purport of human life and human history, from 
the beginning to the end of time. Without the idea of 
a God-head regulating the course of human destiny, of an 
all-ruling Providence, and the saving and redeeming power 
of God, the history of the world would be a labyrinth with- 
out an outlet — a confused pile of ages buried upon ages — a 
mighty tragedy without a right beginning, or a proper 
ending; and this melancholy and tragical impression is 
produced on our minds by several of the great ancient 
historians, particularly the profoundest of them all, Tacitus, 
who, towards the close of antiquity, glances so dark a 
retrospect upon the past. 

But the greatest historical mystery— the deepest and 
most complicated enigma of the world, is the permission of 
evil on the part of God, which can And its explanation and 
solution only in the unfettered freedom of man, in the 
destination of the latter for a state of struggle, exposed to 
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the influences of iwo contending powers, and which com- 
mences with the first earthly mission of Adam. This is 
nothing else but the real and entire exercise, — the divinely 
ordained trial of the faculty of freedom, imparted to the 
firstling of the new creation, — the image of God, in the con- 
flict and the victory over temptation, and all hostile spirits. 
That man only who recognises the permission of God given 
to evil in its at first inconceivably wide extent — the whole 
magnitude of the power permitted to the wicked principle, 
according to the inscrutable decrees of God, from the curse 
of Cain — and the sign of that curse— its unimpeded trans- 
mission through all the labyrinths of error, and truth grossly 
disfigured — through all the false religions of Heathenism, — 
all the ages of extreme moral corruption, and eternally 
repeated, and ever increasing crime, down to the period 
when the anti-christian principle — the spirit of evil, shall 
usurp entire dominion of the world ; when mankind, suffi- 
ciently prepared, shall be summoned to the last decisive trial 
—the last great conflict with the enemy in all the fulness 
of his power : — that man only, we say, is capable of under- 
standing the great phenomena of universal history in their 
often strange and dark complexity, as far at least as human 
eye can penetrate into those hidden and mysterious ways of 
Providence. But he who regards every thing in humanity, 
and the progress of humanity, in a mere natural or rationalist 
point of view, and will explain everything by such views; 
who though perhaps not without a certain instinctive feeling 
of an all-ruling Providence — a certain pious deference for its 
secret ways and high designs, yet is devoid of a full know- 
ledge of, and deep insight into, the conduct of Providence — 
he to whom the power of evil is not clear, evident, and fully 
intelligible ; he will ever rest on the surface of events and 
historical facts, and satisfied with the outward appearance of 
things, neither comprehend the meaning of the whole, nor 
understand the import of any part. But the matter of 
greatest moment is to Tvatch the Spirit of God, revealing 
itself in history, enlightening and directing the judgments of 
men, saving and conducting mankind, and even here below 
admonishing, judging, and chastising nations and gener- 
ations ; to watch this Spirit in its progress through all ages, 
and discern the fiery marks and traces of its footsteps. This 
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tnreifold law of the world, these three mighty principles in 
the historical progress of mankind — the hidden ways of 
a Providence delivering and emancipating the human race — 
next, the free-will of man, doomed to a decisive choice in the 
struggle of life, and every action and sentiment springing 
from that freedom — lastly, the power permitted by God to 
the evil principle, cannot be deduced as things absolutely 
necessary, like the phenomena of nature, or the laws of 
human reason. Such a general deduction would by no 
means answer the object intended; but it is in the character- 
istic marks of particular events and historicar facts, that 
the visible traces of invisible po^er and design, or of high 
and hidden wisdom, must be sought for* And hence the 
Philosophy of History is not a theory standing apart and 
separated from history, but its results must be drawn out of 
the multitude of historical facts — from the faithful records 
of ages, and must spring up, as it were, of themselves, 
from bare observation. And here an unprejudiced mind 
will discern the motive, and also the justification, of the 
course we have pursued; for in the Philosophy of History 
we have not to do with any system — any series of abstract 
notions, positions, and conclusions, as in the construction of a 
mere theory — but with the general principles only of histori- 
cal investigation and historical j*udgment. 

In the multitude, however, of historical phenomena, ail 
things, especially in times of great party-conflicts, are of a 
mixed nature, where, in the selection of characteristic traits, 
we should rather avoid than seek for any rude and violent 
contrasts* For while, on the one hand, in any great historical 
contest, we are bound to recognize the full justice of the true 
cause, yet on the other, we shall often find some flaw^ — ^some 
stain — some w^eak point connected with that cause — not 
inherent in the cause itself, but chargeable solely on human 
infirmity. Or when we must condemn the Revolution of 
any period, as pernicious in its general relations, and repre- 
hensible in itself, we shall often see some motive lie con- 
cealed in its origin — in its first proceedings, which taken 
in itself, and abstractedly of subsequent errors, and the false 
consequences thence deduced, comprises some important 
indications of right — some lofty aspirations after truth. Every 
general assertion must be restricted by exceptions, and 
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qualified by wious modifications ; and as in historical events, 
so in historical narration and speculation, nothing is so hurt- 
ful and unprofitable as an absolute mode of reflection, in- 
Quiryj and decision. This remark we may apply by antici- 
pation to the whole period of latter ages, and as inculcating 
the necessity of that conciliatory spirit which true philosophy 
cannot fail of adopting for its rule. It is only when we 
have gone very deeply into the varied and complex nature 
of the circumstances of any age, and examined in their 
manifold bearings those historical phenomena which attend 
or produce the critical turning-points, the decisive eras of 
history, that we can clearly^discover the spiritual elements — 
the great ideas which lie at the bottom of a mighty revo- 
lution in society. In every other abstract science, an ex- 
ception from the rule appears a contradiction; but in the 
science of history, every real exception serves but the better 
to make us comprehend and judge the rest. 

Such an exception I have now to point out in reference 
to my remarks on the intellectual progress of Europe, in 
those two epochs of its mental cultivation, one of which 
I designated as the scholastico-romantic era, the other as 
the era of enthusiasm for the Pagan antique; the former 
being inadequate to the wants of that age, as well as of 
posterity, and the other secretly destructive of the old 
Christian order of things. But on the whole, from the tone 
prevalent in either period, I do not know I could have other- 
wise characterized the spirit peculiar to those two epochs. 
Yet even in those periods, and in the sphere of philosophic 
and religious meditation, the spirit of Christianity shewed 
itself independent of? and superior to, the temper of the 
times; and between these opposite eras, we meet with works 
displaying a clear and beautiful simplicity of expression, 
united with the utmost purity and depth of ascetic feelings. 
Among several others, I need only cite the German Thomas 
a Kempis, whose most celebrated work has become a manual 
of devotion for all the European nations, while those who 
know the philosophic spirit which reigns in his other writ- 
ings can well recognize in this the same clear masterly 
mind, which, throwing off the abstruse forms of the school, 
pours itself forth in a most lovely simplicity of diction, 

I may be permitted to cite this glorious exception of a 
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mmd that, amid the degenerate science of that age, rose 
into the pure atmosphere of Christian philosophy, inasmuch 
as it serves to throw a light on the general spirit of the 
times. Had that mild light of moral truth and divine charity 
not been then so rare an exception ; had that spirit of 
Christian morality been somewhat more widely diffused; 
the violent commotions in the following generation would 
not have occurred; for they would have had no motive, 
nor object, nor any possible source of existence. But in 
direct opposition to that pious Fleming, there was a great 
Italian writer, who gave the tone to the moral and political 
opinions of his age, and exerted fehe mightiest influence on 
his times, both as a moralist and as a politician. I allude 
to Machiavelli, who may serve as a proof, that the maxims 
and principles of Pagan antiquity, with which the scholars of 
that age were imbued, were not confined to the departments 
of art and of imagination, or of mere erudition, but had a very 
powerful influence on politics : and however much one may 
attempt to excuse or explain away the design of one of his 
works,* still all his other political writings clearly and evi- 
dently shew that he was actuated by no other maxims of 
state-policy than the old Roman and Pagan principle, of 
grasping, inexorable, and selfish cunning. This writer an- 
nounced only with greater clearness and precision what were 
already the prevailing principles of his times, and was thus 
the means of bringing those principles to fulness and maturity . 

When the Christian bond of union between the European 
states and nations had been so completely dissevered, policy, 
together with all moral principle, became for the most part 
Pagan, came to consider all means as lawful for its ends, 
respected not the sacredness of toy institution, and was 
guided in all its projects by selfishness, cupidity, or ambition. 
Animated with this spirit, and guided by these views, Lewis 
XL consolidated the absolute authority of the crown in the 
interior of his dominions, with the same inflexible persever- 
ance of character, and the same consummate political art, 
which, in his endeavours to maintain his power against the 
Duke of Burgundy and other neighbours, characterized 
his foreign policy. In Ferdinand the Catholic, King of 
Spain, who permanently united the two kingdoms of Arra« 
* The Prince. 
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gon and Castile, put an end to the Arab dominion by the 
conquest of Granada, and came into possession of the golden 
mines of America, the arbitrary principles of policy and of 
government, which were tlien so generally prevalent, are 
particularly perceptible. The barbarous persecution and 
the expulsion of the Jew's from Spain was certainly pre- 
judicial to the welfare of the country, was in itself an act 
of reprehensible severity, and w'as, above all, a dangerous 
precedent for the further extension and application of the 
same oppressive policy tow'ards the Arabian population ^still 
very numerous in many provinces of Spain), and toivardr 
the oeaceable descendants.<)f the old Mahomedan conquerors. 
From the contests carried on in Spain itself with the Mairo- 
medans for the space of eight centuries, a religious war 
almost entered into the system of national policy. The 
wisdom of a great and lenient monarch, like Charles the 
Fifth, might, indeed, mitigate the evils of the times, and as 
lono’ as he lived, and as far as circumstances permitted, 
miidit oppose a check to the torrent of the new opinions 
in 'Germany, But w’ith all his pacific endeavours he was 
unable either to prevent the rupture and separation of a 
part of Germany, or to stop the progress of arbitrary prin- 
ciples of government, which, under his successor on the 
Spanish throne, became perfectly irresistible. The inter- 
mixture of political and ecclesiastical affairs and institutions 
existed more or less everywhere, and in truth had a deep 
historical foundation in the peculiar circumstances of place ; 
and unless we deeply investigate all the particulars of those 
local circumstances, and accurately discriminate tlieir several 
peculiarities, it would be difficult, and indeed rash, to pro- 
nounce a general opinion respecting them— as so sweeping 
a jud<rment would give a false and erroneous turn to a cen- 
sme apparently well founded, and often just in itself. The 
inquisition in Spain, for instance, was, from the very pecu- 
liar character which it took in that country, far more a 
political than an ecclesiastical institute. If the secular 
pow'er had been guilty of arbitrary and violent encroach- 
ments on ecclesiastical jurisdiction, ecclesiastical power in 
its turn had, from the spirit of the times, become in many 
respects too secular. 

When the Popes had returned to Rome from the captivity 
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of Avignon, experience taught them how necessary to their 
dignity and independence was the possession of a sovereign 
principality, which, however inconsiderable, should be at 
least free from foreign control. Nay, since the German 
Empire had become really extinct, or existed only in name, 
it w'as the interest of the secular powers themselves, that 
the political authority of the Pope within the ecclesiastical 
states should rest on a hrm and secure foundation, and 
should thus afford them a guarantee that the sovereign Pon- 
tiff would not again be in a state of exclusive dependence 
on any one of the different powers— divided as they now 
all were in interests, and animated by mutual jealous}^ 
Without taking into account the personal scandals of Alex- 
ander VI., the mode in which some Popes, especially of 
the Borgia family, sought to consolidate their power within 
the ecclesiastical territory, must have appeared very re- 
volting in the spiritual heads of Christendom. And al- 
though Julius IL possessed many great and princely quali- 
ties, still an injurious impression must have been produced 
on the public and popular mind, when the chief ecclesiastic, 
and a prince of peace, girded on the sword, and put on the 
martial cuirass. The name of the Medicean Pope, Leo X., is 
one celebrated in the history of art and science, and serves to 
denote its most brilliant era ; he possessed perhaps all the 
qualities most calculated to shed lustre round the throne 
of a secular monarch ; but he was not the Pontiff to dis- 
cern the fearful dangers and urgent necessities of the church 
in that age, to avert those dangers by his foresight, or to 
surmount them by conciliation. 

A succession of such Pontiffs immediately prior to the 
breaking out of the Reformation is of no slight historical 
importance. It would really appear as if the church were 
destined, by the losses it experienced, to learn the greatness 
of the danger to which its too worldly policy exposed it, 
and to be brought back by misfortune to its true, proper, 
and essential destination. Indeed, at that time, the materials 
of political combustion were by no means wanting in Italy. 
Even in the absence of the Popes, a political fanatic, Rienzi, 
had excited a Revolution for the purpose of restoring the 
ancient republic ; and the internal feuds and civil wars of 
Florence were the effects of factions, almost inseparable from 
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a state constituted like tlie Florentine Republic. In tne last 
period of civil disorder, skortly after I^orenzo’s death, a reli- 
gious fanatic, the Dominican Savanarola, aj>}H‘art‘d at the 
head of a political Revolution; and his revolutionary prin- 
ciples were strangely mixed up with his religious tenets. 
Here evidently is a fact not undeserving of attention, if 
we would wish to form a right estimate of the state and 
circumstances of that age: it is, that the very origin oi 
this new species of fanaticism or heresy, and not its ulterior 
progress (as in the case of the Hussites), was nmrked and 
accompanied by political commotions, and crimes against 
the state, * 

When that bond of religious unity — that high fellowship 
of Christian feeling which had united the various states of 
Christendom, was in a great measure dissolved, the different 
powers of Europe (as is usually the case among neighbour- 
ing independent nations, when directed by separate views of 
policy) — the different powers of Europe engaged in a system 
of alliances, subject to various fluctuations, but all formed on 
the prineiple of a mere dynamical equilibrium — just as if 
government and social power, even under the influence of 
Christianity, were nought but a mere material weight — a 
mere lever of physicaV force. Ever since the expedition of 
Charles VIIL into Italy had provoked resistance and occa- 
sioned a reaction, the dominion of that country, for which 
Spain and France contended with all their might, was a pe- 
culiar subject of jealousy between those states, and gave rise 
to many wars. The other powers that took an active part 
in this game of political alliances — this system of the balance 
of power — w^ere Venice, the Emperor Maximilian, and the 
Pope, How very much an active participation in affairs of 
so worldly a nature was unbefitting the last-named poten- 
tate, I need not stop to observe. That conduct gave occa- 
sion afterwards to a great public scandal. For instance, 
when the Pope had formed an alliance with the King of 
France against Charles V, ; and to resent this, the Emperor ’vS 
German army (among whom were a great many entertain- 
ing the opinions of Luther) had proceeded to the conquest 
of Rome ; this was a fresh and mighty source of scandal at 
that momentous epoch. Nay, the great dissatisfaction of the 
Emperor with the conduct of some Popes (though this 
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ferred merely to their political acts), when coupled with his 
conciliatory conduct towards the German Protestants, in- 
duced many to question the sincerity of his attachment to 
the Catholic faith. However false and unfounded such a 
surmise might be, still all things contributed to foster the 
belief, and on ail sides there was a concurrence of circum- 
stances to lead the public mind more and more astray. 

The good and high-minded Emperor, Maximilian, who 
had meditated, and might have accomplished, many other 
noble projects and important enterprises, was compelled to 
labour during his whole life, though in vain, to discover, in the 
total absence of all physical resoifrces, some counterpoise to 
the power of France, and some barrier and security against 
the encroachments of Turkish ambition. But when fortune 
had placed on the head of Charles V. the united crowns ol 
Spain and Burgundy, the necessity of choosing an em- 
peror, who, like those of earlier ages, might be capable of 
coping with all the dangers of the times, was universally 
felt; and this feeling led to the election of Charles. But for 
this choice, the system of European states would have fallen 
to pieces, and Christendom become a prey as well to foreign 
conquests as to internal anarchy. The mind of Charles was 
entirely occupied with the old idea of a universal Christian 
empire, and a religious feeling was at the bottom of aL his po- 
litical schemes and enterprises. But whatever might be the 
extent of the countries over which he reigned, and whatever 
the apparent greatness of his power, yet amid the various 
designs he had to prosecute, and in the struggle he had to 
maintain against the combined array of so many hostile ele- 
ments, he felt the want of those real resources which are to 
be found in a compact and well-united monarchy. To the 
Spanish crown he imparted great splendour, and even in Italy 
remained the master; but he met with very imperfect suc- 
cess in his efforts against Mahomedan power — a power from 
whose oppressions, and still further encroachments, it was 
the hrst duty of the emperor, as the armed protector of 
Christendom, to defend the European states. His concili- 
atory policy towards the German Protestants did not attain its 
object, for amid the general ferment of the age, the torrent 
of religious opinions bore down all before it. His wish to 
re-establish order in church and state by means of a gene- 



4lM) miLosopHy of 

ral cotiticriL and thereby to consolidate anew the old founda- 
tions of faiths was fully accomplished only after his death. 

In all that regards the origin and first breaking out of the 
Reformations I wish to premise, that all controversy on points 
of dogma, all controversy on the. merits or demerits of indi- 
viduals, the worthiness or unworthiness of persons, does not 
enter into the plan of this work- My object is particularly 
to describe the various manner in which the religious revo- 
lution commenced in the three or four countries over which 
it exerted the most remarkable influence ; as well as the dis- 
similar form which it finally assumed in each of those coun- 
tries. I wLsh particularly •to trace the influence of the Re- 
formation on the progress of Christian states, and on Eu- 
ropean literature and science; two things which consti- 
tute the main subject of the last chapters of this Philosophy 
of History. But we must notice briefly, and as far as is ne- 
cessary to the elucidation of the subject, the point of con- 
nexion existing between persons and doctrines, and the his- 
torical event which alone is the subject of our inquiries. 
In the first place, it is evident of itself, that a man who ac- 
complished so mighty a revolution in the human mind, and 
in his age, could have been endowed with no common 
powers of intellect, and no ordinary strength of character. 
Even his writings display an astonishing boldness and energy 
of thought and language, united with a spirit of impetuous, 
passionate, and convulsive enthusiasm. The latter qualities 
are not, indeed, very compatible with a prudent, enlightened, 
and dispassionate judgment. The opinion as to the use which 
was made of those high powers of genius must of course 
vary with the religious principles of each indi vidual ; but 
the extent of those intellectual endowments themselves, and 
the strength and perseverance of character with which they 
were united, must be universally admitted. Many who did 
not adhere afterwards to the new opinions, still thought, at 
the commencement of the Reformation, that Luther was the 
real man for his age, who had received a high vocation to 
accomplish the great work of regeneration, the strong neces- 
sity of which was then universally felt ; for no well-thinking 
man then dreamed of a subversion of the ancient faith. If, at 
this great distance of time, we pick out of the writings of this 
individual many very harsh expressions, nay, particular words 
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whicli are not only coarse but absolutely gross, nothing of 
any monaent ean be proved or determined by such selec- 
tions. Indeed, the age in general, not only' in Germany, but 
in other very highly civilised countries, wa,s characterised by 
a certain coarseness in manners and language, and by a total 
absence of all excessive polish and over- refinement of cha- 
racter. But this coarseness would, have been productive of 
no very destructive effects; for intelligent men well knew 
that the wounds of old abuses lay deep, and were ulcerated 
in their very roots ; and no one was therefore shocked if the 
knife, destined to amputate abuses, cut somewhat deep. 
Luther acquired, too, the respect of princes, even of those 
opposed to him. Thus when, shortly after the commence- 
ment of the Reformation, a general insurrection of peasants 
broke out, which renewed all the excesses of the Hussites, 
Luther, so far from exciting the rebels, like some of the new 
Gospellers, opposed them with all the powers of his command- 
ing eloquence, and all the weight of his high authority ; for he 
was by no means in politics an advocate for democracy, like 
Zuinglius and Calvin, but he asserted the absolute power of 
princes, though he made his advocacy subservient to his own 
religious views and projects. It was by such conduct, and 
the influence which he thereby acquired, as well as by the 
sanction of the civil power, that the Reformation was pro- 
moted and consolidated. Without this, Protestantism would 
have sunk into the lawless anarchy which marked the pro- 
ceedings of the Hussites, and to which the war of the pea- 
sants rapidly tended ; and it would inevitably have been sup- 
pressed, like all the earlier popular commotions, — for under 
the latter form, Protestantism may be said to have sprung 
up several centuries before. And besides, none of the other 
heads and leaders of the new religious party had the power, 
or were in a situation to uphold the Protestant religion — 
its present existence is solely and entirely the work and the 
deed of one man, unique in his way, and who holds unques- 
tionably a conspicuous place in the history of the world. 
Much was staked on the soul of that man, and this was in 
every respect a mighty and critical moment in the annals of 
mankind and the march of time. The real problem for the 
age would have been to terminate this unhappy confusion of 
doctrines, that is to sa^, that disorder and not unfrequont 
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■confusion in^ ^ the , relations . of the ecclesiastical ariii civil 
powers (occasioned by the .general state of things in Europe, 
and by the circumstances which first promoted the political 
and intellectual civilisation of the West) — in a word, to 
compose the whole dispute between church and state, and 
bring it to a just Christian settlement by a peaceful and 
amicable arrangement Then the many existing, though 
scattered, rays of true Christian piety, humility, arid self- 
denial, as well as the new discoveries in science, would have 
acquired a more intense and more extended power — an event 
which was now entirely prevented by a great civil be- 
tween two religious parties, and was not brought to a full 
accomplishment till a much later period. But the total re- 
jection of the traditions of the past (and here ^vas the capi- 
tal vice and error of this Revolution) rendered the evil in- 
curable; and even for biblical learning and philology, now so 
highly valued, the true key of interpretation, wddch sacred 
tradition alone can furnish, was irretrievably lost, as the se- 
quel has but too well proved. And even if this were not the 
case, how could mere learned institutes of biblical philo^* 
logy, united with popular schools of morality, constitute the 
spirit and essence of a religion ? This is no where so fully 
understood, and so deeply felt, as in Protestant Germany at 
the present day — Germany, where lies the root of Protes- 
tantism, its mighty centre, its all-ruling spirit, its vital power, 
and its life-blood — Germany, where to supply the want of 
the true spirit of religion, a remedy is sought sometimes in 
the external forms of liturgy,* sometimes in the pompous 
apparatus of biblical philology and research, destitute of the 
true key of interpretation, f sometimes in the empty philoso- 
phy of Rationalism, and sometimes in the mazes of a mere 
interior. Pietism. 

Undoubtedly even within the pale of Catholicism we meet 
occasionally with individuals wdio adopt the same, or at least 
very similar systems, who either give in to the principle of 

* Schlegel here alludes to the Ordinances promulgated a few years ago 
by the King of Prussia, for the reform of the Protestant Liturgy. 

t The author here refera to that mania for Biblical criticism, long pre- 
valent in Protestant Germany, and which, however it may inform our rea- 
son, and gratify a laudable curiosity, is in itself no guide to the knowledge 
' isf religious truth. — Trcm, 
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Rationalism, or to a false theological illuminism (as in the 
recent period of Neolog}^), or like some of the Jansenists, 
indulge in the unsafe and illusive suggestions of a sentimen- 
tal mysticism. For the contests of two hostile parties will 
not always prevent the imitation of defects, and the conta- 
gion of errors ; and this is only an additional reason why, in a 
work of this kind, we should abstain from entering more 
closely and minutely into the nature of these controversies, 
in contemplating the first steps of this great Revolution, 
in considering the circumstances of that period, we experience 
a feeling of regret, that the great problem of that age, tile 
arduous task which devolved on ft, of accoraplishing an uni- 
versal regeneration and real Reformation of the world, should 
have remained unexecuted, from the very revolutionary turn 
which affairs took— nay, that this task should not even have 
been understood or felt by any of the leading characters 
of the time. The earlier disputes between the spiritual and 
temporal powers had related to the dominion over certain 
territories, or over Ecclesiastical property in general, and 
especially to the jurisdiction of the state over the latter 
species of property. The allurements which the confiscation 
of church property held out to cupidity must be ranked 
among the main causes which contributed to the diffusioii of 
Protestantism. Thus, for instance, Prussia, the country of 
the Teutonic order, was now converted into a secular 
duchy ; and in the interior of Germany, a celebrated 
knight,* led away by the spirit of that age of feud, iijivade<i 
one of the Ecclesiastical electorates, thinking, no doubt, that 
that state, like every other Ecclesiastical domain, was the 
lawful booty of the first comer. But independently of these 
partial changes and minor transactions, (and in many Pro- 
testant countries, such as England and Sweden, church 
property remained inviolate, and even episcopacy was re- 
tained,) the hostility of the German Reformers to the church 
was of a different and more spiritual nature ; and it was 
the religious dignity of the priesthood which was more 
especially the object of their destructive efforts. And this 
is the point where doctrinal controversy enters within the 
province of history ; for the priesthood stands or falls 
with faith in the sacred mysteries. The rejection of these 
* Schiegel here alludes to Prince Albert of Brandenburgh. 
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mysteries by one half of the Protestant body in Switzerland, 
France, England, and the Netherlands, Luther not only 
discountenanced, but strenuously reprobated ; yet it was 
only by a subtle distinction he attempted to separate those 
mysteries from the functions of the priesthood ; and it was 
not difficult to foresee that together with faith in the sacred 
mysteries, respect for the clergy must sooner or later be 
destroyed, as indeed experience has sufficiently demonstrated. 
For that great mystery of religion, on which the whole 
dignity of the Christian priesthood depends, forms the sirn- 
pie, but very deep internal keystone of all Christian doc- 
trines ; and thus the reje<ftion, or even the infringement of 
this dogma, shakes the foundations of religion, and leads to 
its total overthrow. The pacific conferences of learned and 
well-meaning men of both parties, though often renewed, 
were not attended with real and ultimate success ; although 
sometimes, in looking at the language of such a man as the 
mild Melancthon, we are almost perplexed to discover the 
few points which do not coincide with the old Catholic 
doctrines— so nearly akin, and almost identical, do the two 
religious systems appear, when we merely consider their 
separate parts. Equally fruitless were all those honest at- 
tempts at pacification incessantly made by the Emperor 
Charles, who sought by Ms m to create delay, while 
he indulged a secret hope, that the agitated waves of anar- 
chy, all that mighty tempest of opinion, would be allayed 
by time, and would finally be stilled. But that interim has 
been of longer duration than was at first calculated, and 
it still awaits the judgment of God for its great day of 
termination. 

When we consider LutheFs original powers of mind, in- 
dependently of the use and employment which he made of 
those extraordinary powers, (for even the greatest comet, 
though it should cover half the heavens with the splendour 
of its light, can never possess, or be supposed to possess, the 
sun’s genial warmth,)— when, I say, we consider the intellec* 
tual endowments of this extraordinary man solely in them- 
selves ; the boldness of his speculations and the vigour of 
his eloquence will be found to form an epoch, not only (as 
is universally acknowledged) in the history of the German 
language, but in the progress of Eurouean science and 
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European culture. After the first period in the intellec- 
tual history of Europe, which I denominated the scholastico- 
romantic epocliv and after the second, which I termed the 
epoch of enthusiasm for Pagan Antiquity, and in which a 
Christian simplicity of eloquence and a depth of scientific 
inquiry appear as only happy and occasional exceptions, — ^a 
third epoch now arose, which, from the general spirit of the 
age, and the tone of the writings which exerted a command- 
ing influence over the times, cannot be otherwise designated 
than as the era of a polemico-barbarous eloquence. This 
rude polemic spirit, which had its origin in the Reformation, 
and in that concussion of faith, and consequently of all 
thought and all science, which ProtesStantism occasioned, 
continued, down to the end of the seventeenth century, to 
prevail in the controversial writings and philosophic specula- 
tions both of Germany and England. This spirit was not 
incompatible with a sort of deep mj^stical sensibility, and a 
certain original boldness of thought and expression, such, for 
instance, as Luther’s writings display; yet we cannot at all 
regard in a favourable light the general spirit of that intel- 
lectual epoch, or consider it as one by any means adapted to 
the intellectual exigencies of that age. But with respect to 
the language and literature of Germany, so far as these are 
of general interest, I should wish to make one observation. 
Besides Thomas a Kempis, whom I have already mentioned, 
I might cite several other religious writers of the fifteenth 
century, and even of an earlier period, who, though less 
known, were distinguished by a similar spirit, partly among 
those who made use of the Latin language, then universally 
current, and partly among those who, like Taulerus, for exam- 
ple, made the German the vehicle of their thoughts. And 
indeed, were we to compare the gentle simplicity, the charm- 
ing clearness of thought and expression, which reign in the 
works of these writers, with the productions of the following 
age of barbarous polemic strife, we should then be furnished 
wdth the best criterion for duly appreciating the earlier and 
the later period. 

With respect to those institutes of the church, which 
had early devoted themselves to the task of the propaga- 
tion of the gospel, or of the defence and support of religion, 
and made this spiritual conflict and holy engagement the 
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biisioess of tlieir lives ; it now happened, as it had often 
occurred before, that the prooer defenders of the church 
arose at that moment, and adopted that course and mode of 
defence which the circumstances of the church precisely 
required* The powerful prelates of the old Episcopal sees, 
who had rendered such high and imperishable services to the 
cause of European civilization, though they might not be 
unfaithful to the original spirit of their calling, and might be 
no strangers to science, were,' however, much too dependent 
on government, and mixed up in affairs of state. The more 
popular and mendicant orders, from their very nature and 
character, and their peculiar habits of life and modes of 
speech, were not always calculated to exert due influence on 
government and the upper classes of society, while their 
ardent zeal, unmindful of times and circumstances, often 
transgressed the bounds of moderation. The great want of 
the age was a religious order which, established in opposition 
to Protestantism, should not be dependent on the state, but 
devoted exclusively to the interests of the church: a reli- 
gious order which, %vell equipped with modern learning, 
science, and aceoinpllshment, possessing a knowledge of the 
world, acquainted with the spirit of the times, and pursuing 
the course which expediency dictated, with prudence and 
circumspection, should undertake the defence of the Catholic 
religion, and the propagation of the gospel in foreign coun- 
tries, and worthily and successfully prosecute this twofold 
object. Such an order was the society of the Jesuits in its 
first institution ; and that among the founders and first mem- 
bers of this order there were men of undoubted piety and 
eminent sanctity, men animated by the sublimest principles 
of Christian self-denial, possessed of great intellectual endow- 
ments, and favoured by God with high preternatural powers, 
no unprejudiced historical inquirer will deny. Whether the 
reproaches which have been made to many members of this 
order, of having exerted an undue political influence, and 
displayed a spirit of intrigue and ambition in the history of 
this period, be well founded or not, I shall not stop to 
inquire; because such charges at best can affect individuals 
only, and not the society, whose very name, indeed, has 
become in our times the watchword of party strife and con- 
tention, The severest condemnation of the Jesuits proceeds 
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iVoix) a quarter where we dearly discern the most implaeabie 
hostility to Ciiristiaoity and to all religion ; and this circum- 
stance ought to furnish the Jesuits with an additional claim 
to our good opinion ; but any judgment on the merits of this 
society, as tins is a question which more immediately regards 
the present age, is quite foreign to the purpose of the present 
work. If some members of the order adopted at this period 
those absolute maxims and principles of policy and govern- 
ment which in genera! characterized that age ; and if the 
waitings of others w^ere distinguished by that rude polernie 
tone and spirit spoken of above, and which was equally 
characteristic of those times; il would be unjust to lay to 
the charge of the order, or even of particular members, 
failings and defects which were common to the age, and a 
perfect exemption from which is the most rare of human 
excellencies. 

A violent insurrection can be put down only by forcible 
means; but every system of terror, of whatsoever nature, is 
sure to provoke, sooner or later, a reaction equally terrible. 
And if the dangerous disease be checked by means merely 
external, and no healing remedy be applied to the root and 
principle of the disorder, nor used to renovate the impaired 
organs of life—- if the fire be smothered in its own fiames — 
it wdli lie concealed beneath the ashes, and will burn in se- 
cret till the first casual and unlucky spark shall kindle it 
anew into a fiercer blaze. Such, in my opinion, are the plain 
and obvious principles which the historiaia shouhi hear in 
mind while passing in review periods of revolution like the 
one under consideration; principles w'hich, even now% are 
susceptible of no very remote application. 

In that first period of ferment which marked the birth of 
the Reformation, the revolt of the peasants had been put down 
with amazing promptitude and vigour. It w’as but ten years 
later when, in the north of Germany, a new insurrection 
broke out, wdiich, from its religious complexion, seemed still 
more revolting, whose adherents sought to establish on earth 
the invisible empire of God by fire and sword, and whose 
new spiritual monarch, John of Leyden, made his triumphant 
entry into Munster amid many and dreadful excesses ; till at 
last this savage fanaticism w'as crushed, and, as invariabh 
happens in similar cases, met with a bloody end. 
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But tlie most sinsular phenonienou at thh moiuontous 
epoeli was Henry VIIL of England — a prince who, while he 
adhered to the Catholic doctrines, and zealously asserted (hem 
against Luther, yet severed Ms kingdom from the church, 
declared himself its spiritual head, and by that monstrous 
and unchristian combination of the two powers, appeared in 
the midst of Christendom like the Caliph of Englarul. When, 
too, we take into consideration the private life of this prince 
— his endless series of divorces, and the execution of his 
queens— his conduct "was a greater scandal to his contem- 
poraries, and fixes a deeper stain on the history of his age, 
than any other earlier exa!ii|>le in Italy or elsewhere, several 
of which have been already mentioned. The executions on 
account of religion which took place under Henry, and which, 
as he was opposed to both Catholics and Protestants, affected 
the two parties alike, were of a peculiarly odious and blood- 
thirsty character. On this subject I wish to make one ob- 
servation* From the connexion which then subsisted be- 
tween church and state, a case might easily arise where a 
religious error would become a political crime. When an 
insurrection originating in a religious cause breaks out, and 
threatens the peace of society, like the religious war of the 
Hussites, and the revolt of the German peasants, no other 
resource remains but to put down force by force. But when 
the first violence has subsided, another, and a better, and a 
truly moral remedy should, if possible, be applied to the evil; 
and this remedy was not always administered in a right, be- 
nign, and truly Christian form. Strange and fanciful have 
been, in all times and places, the offsprings of human error. 
Thus, even in the most modern times, and in a peaceful and 
civilised country, examples still occur, where religious errors 
lead their unhappy dupes to violent attempts on their own 
lives, or the lives of others ; and a wise legislation and hu- 
mane judicature should rather treat these errors as mental 
diseases than judge them according to the rigid letter of 
criminal law. How much more should not this be the case 
when religious error is confined to the sphere of speculation, 
and is not attended with any practical consequences. It is 
often, perhaps, not easy to draw the line of demarcation be- 
tween measures of wise precaution against the assaults of a 
dangerous fanaticism, and unchristian modes of punishment 
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But certainly the eriininal process of ecclesiastical tribunals 
at that period was not only opposed to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, hut at otter variance with the express and ancient 
canons of tlie church and urgent admonitions of the Fathers, 
tiuit the church should strcmuously avoid the shedding of 
blond. Men sought to evade this wise and beautiful law by 
abandoning all executions to the secular arm ; but {‘xcept in 
the punishment of actual crimes, and in the necessary de- 
fence against open insurrection, we must admit that tlie spirit 
of this law was grievously violated. A vindietive criminal 
jurisprudence, which was then dictated by the oiiitual rage 
of contending parties, and which tvas made still more revolt- 
ing to Christian feelings by the religious colouring it assumed, 
remains a stigma on that age ; for it was the work not of 
one, but of both religious parties; or, to speak more properly,- 
of members of both parties. The commencement, indeed, of 
this great disorder — of this great departure from the law of 
love — is to be found in the middle age, during the strife of 
exasperated factions; but how small are those beginnings, 
when compared with the excesses of subsequent times I 
When we hear the middle age called barbarous, we should 
remember that that epithet applies with far greater force to 
the truly barbarous era of the Reformation, and of the reli- 
gious wars which that event produced, and which continued 
down to the period when a sort of moral and political paci- 
fication was re-established, apparently at least in soniety and 
in the human mind. 


EXD OP LEC1?DRE XV. 
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LECTURE XVL 

Further development and extension of Protestantism, in the periotl of tl3 
religious wars, and subsequently thereto. — On the different results of 
those wars in the principal European countries. 

The true Reformationj loudly demanded in the fifteenth 
century as the most urgent want of the times, not only by 
the capricious voice of the multitude, but by the first and 
most legitimate organs of opinion in church and state, and 
the nature of which had been long before clearly stated, and 
fully and generally understood, ought to have been a divine 
Reformation ; then would it have carried with it its own high 
sanction — it would have proved it by the fact; and at no 
time, and under no condition, would it have severed itself 
from the sacred centre and venerable basis of Christian tra- 
dition, in order — reckless of ail legitimate decisions, pre- 
ceding as well as actual — to perpetuate discord, and seek in 
negation itself a new and peculiar basis for the edifice of 
schismatic opinion. Such a vast, extensive, deep, and ef- 
fectual reform, which, while it kept within the limitfj of an- 
cient faith, and steadily adhered to its divine centre, would 
at the same time renovate and revivify the Church, was not 
then accomplished. The disciplinary canons of the Council 
of Trent undoubtedly contained many wise, excellent, and 
wholesome regulations, whose efficacy has been proved by 
the experience of the different Catholic countries, and whose 
reception has been aeierminen by tne jocal circumstances of 
each ; for these regulations, intended for the correction and 
removal of abuses, and for the revival of ancient discipline, 
were not adopted without modification, nor received to a like 
extent, in all Catholic countries. On the other hand, -with 
respect to the Protestants, the decrees of the Council of 
Trent, from the very nature of things, could be only of a 
defensive character. Instead of the desired Refomiatiom 



HISTOEY. 


411 


Protestantism early enough announced itself as a new and 
|H^culiar religion, and still more was it constituted as such ; 
hut the rupture was already consummated — the evil had be- 
come incurable before the remedy was applied. Protestant- 
ism was tlie work of man ; and it appears in no other light 
even in tlie history which its own disciples have drawn of its 
origin. The partisans of the Reformation proclaimed, In- 
deed, at the outset, mat if it were more than a human work, 
it would emiure, and that its duration would serve as a proof 
of its divine origin. But surely no one wall consider this an 
adequate proof, when he reflects that the great Mohammedan 
heresy, w'hich, more than any otl)*er, destroys and obliterates 
the divine image stamped on the human soul, has stood its 
ground for full twelve himdred j^ears ; though this religio!i, 
if it proceed from no worse source, is at best a human 
work. But even as the mere work of ujan, the Reformation 
was unquestionably a mighty, extraordinary, and momentous 
revolution, which, when once it had been outwardly esta- 
blished in the world (timugh inw-ardiy it remained in a state 
of perpetual agitation), has thenceforward mostly diiected 
the march of modern times, influenced the legislation and 
policy of the European states, and stamped the character of 
modern science down to our own days, when, though its in- 
fluence has not been so exclusive and undivided as at an 
earlier period, it has been still the main and stirring cause of 
all the great political changes, and ail the new and astonish- 
ing events, of our age. We must endeavour to view this 
great Revolution with the impartial eye of the historian, and 
labour duly to comprehend and judge it in all its manifold 
bearings, and in ail its remote consequences; and if we 
should feel inclined to lament and deplore the long continu- 
ance of this unhappy division in the great European family, 
we should remetnber, that such a feeling of regret, however 
innocent and natural in our own bosoms and in our o^vn con- 
viction, can furnish no adequate criterion for an historical 
decision. At any rate, we should in no ease immoderately 
repine at such an event, and murmur against Destiny — that 
is to say, the ruling Providence which permits the occurrence 
of such evils. The permission by God of a mere human, un- 
sanctioned enterprise, nay, of a mighty, general, protracted, 
and incurable division among mankind — a system of opposi- 
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tion, with all its utihappy <?oii.s<‘r|ueiicos, its nioral 
ments, and its political disasters ; such a pcrniission forius. 
as I have already observed, the great enigma of history — the 
wonderful secret of the divine decrees in the conduct of man- 
kind, as well as in the conduct of individuals. Perhaps this 
great enigma will then only be perfectly unravelled, and the 
mystery which hangs over this subject then only be perfectly 
dispelled, when this mighty Revolution shall have Ijeen ter- 
minated and brought to a close. Even now, the experience 
we have acquired, how'ever imperfect and limited it may be, 
makes one thing evident ; namely, that the inliuence of Pro- 
testantism has not been confined to those states and countries 
w'here it became predominant, and where it received a public 
and legal establishment. Far greater was the danger, far 
more fatal were the consequences, when an open rupture, a 
formal separation from the church did not take place, or had, 
if a temporary, at least no permanent existence — but where 
Protestantism, that is to say, the spirit of Protestantism, a 
like or a kindred set of opinions, was infused into the moral 
system of countries externally Catholic, and secretly instilled 
into the veins of the body politic, gradually corroded its 
vitals ; till at last, amid a false and apparent repose, the long- 
suppressed element of revolutionary innovation infected w ith 
its deadly virus opinion, science, and lastly, government and 
society. The conscience in its inquiries after religious truth, 
to whatever decision it may come, only looks to the deter- 
mination of a point of faith as the sole clue of its investiga- 
tions. But in historical inquiries, this rigid intersecting line 
of faith forms no adequate rule of judgment. The experi- 
ence of our own times, or that of the last generation, has 
proved that innovations in faith, politics, and philoso])hy, 
ingrafted on a Catholic nation, are far more fatal to its re- 
pose, and that of its neighbours, than a system of Protest- 
antism which has settled into a state of permanent peace and 
stability. Hence, for instance, the policy and political in- 
terests of England, which is a state more than any other es- 
sentially Protestant, have often been in perfect accordance 
with the political system of an old leading Catholic power 
And, I would ask, has the Atheism of the eighteenth century 
been productive of fewer commotions and less convulsion 
in the world than Protestantism in the first period of its ex- 
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istencei or in the era of religions wars ? although the infidei 
party in the last century by no means constituted a distinct 
and separate sect; but was like a deadly contagion of the 
spirit of the times, infecting all beside and around, above 
aiid below it, whithersoever the wind of chance or the breath 
of fanatic zeal might carry it. 

According to my own personal conviction, the theolo- 
gical point of view is to be preferred in historical inquiries 
as the best and final rule of investigation. But in these 
latter times, when religious opinion is so divided, and where 
the jui'idical view of things, in which each party struggles 
to make out a favourable easei* for itself, leads only to 
endless disputes, the historian is compelled to view the 
diseased state of society with the eye of a pathologist. In 
medicine it is considered far better and more advantageous 
that a dangerous disease should be got rid of in a decisive 
but happily terminated struggle for life or death, than that 
by any sudden check given to the crisis the disorder should 
fall on any internal-part, and thus attack and corrode the 
vital powers. This principle, w'hich the history of parti- 
cular countries has shewn to be equally applicable to man’s 
moral existence, may be applied to the general state of 
Europe at that period. If Protestantism had then been 
outwardly suppressed and put down, would it not liave 
raged inwardly, that is to say, would not the most essential 
part of Protestantism, the spirit of revolutionary innovation, 
the spirit of destructive negation — rationalism, in a word — 
have secretly remained? And may we not conclude from 
the examples of a partial experiei ee, that that secret and 
inward working of the disease would have been far more 
dangerous and fatal? I should wish that these and other 
like expressions before made use of should not be taken as 
so many categorical assertions ; for the question of doctrine, 
lying as it does beyond the reach of doubt, does not fail 
within the limits of my plan, and the perfect reconciliation 
of minds is not in the power of man, but can come only 
from God. But these expressions are merely meant to 
convey a conciliatory view of things in history, and (as is 
the proper duty of the philosophic historian) to vindicate 
the ways of Providence. Undoubtedly this great religious 
contest, urn long-protracted strugiile. has tended to excite 
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tlie eiBulutioE of botli parties in the pnrsuits of learning ami 
the labours of seienee* to stir up a mutual vigilance in the 
moral eondiiet of indiv^idaals as well as in the acliiiiiiisiratioii 
of states, and thus to keep both parties in a state of saliitarj 
watchfulness and activity. Even from the collision of these 
two conflicting elements there has sprung up in some ccmn- 
tries a new and third element, which, though not such as 
could be desired, nor entirely conformable to Christianity, 
has still been productive of important and remarkable con- 
sequences. Of the eight or nine countries in which Pro- 
testantism has obtained a hrm footing, and acquired a per- 
manent existence, there ar« three in particular where it has 
been attended with mighty historical effects, and wdiere the 
originally destructive conflict of hostile elements has given 
birth to three new and momentous phenomena in the history 
of mankind. These are, in Germany, the religious paciff- 
cation, which forms the basis of her future prosperity, 
stamps the peculiar character of the German nation, and 
designates its future moral destiny ; in England, the highly- 
valued, or, as it is there called, the glorious Constitution 
of 1688, whose mere outward form, or dead letter, has been 
an object of desire to so many other nations ; lastly, in 
France, the revolution in philosophy produced by the in- 
direct influence of Protestantism, and the combination of 
so many Protestant or serai-Protestant elements, and which 
gave birth to a frightful political revolution, which, after a 
short intervenient period of military despotism, has been 
succeeded in its turn by a mighty epoch of moral and social 
regeneration — a regeneration which indeed has not yet been 
consummated, which is still in a state of precarious and 
convulsive labour, but is even on that account the more en- 
titled to the historian’s attention. 

Of the countries immediately contiguous to Germany, 
the home and cradle of Protestantism, Switzerland was, at 
the commencement of the Reformation, the theatre of a 
fierce civil war, in which the Swiss reformer fell fighting on 
the field of battle. But the strong federal spirit of the 
Swiss, the necessity of mutual defence, and the nearly equal 
numbers and strength of both religious parties, produced 
at an early period a religious pacification. The indirect 
Protestant influence which French Switzerland has exerted 
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over France has continued very great and powerful from 
Calvin to Rousseau- After the German treaty West- 
phalia^ the Austrian emperors established in Hungary, which 
■was already half subdued by the Turks, and still more 
exposed to their ravages, the principle of religious tolera- 
tion — a principle that became a received maxim of state, 
and was incorporated into the very constitution of the 
country. In the last half of the sixteenth century there 
penetrated into Poland the sect of Soeinus, wddch professed 
tenets distinct from those of the primitive Reformers, and 
which, with the usually rapid march of religious innovation 
and schismatic dissent, had now reacted, along with the great 
mystery of devotion, the fundamental article of Christian 
theology, the doctrine of the Trinity. As long as the Soci- 
nians formed a distinct and separate body of religionists, 
they w^ere not very numerous in Poland or elsewhere; but 
during the prevailing infidelity of the eighteenth century 
they acquired many more disciples, and in many countries 
have become almost the predominant sect How Prussia, 
the land of the Teutonic order, was transformed into a 
secular duchy, w’hich for about a century remained con- 
nected with Poland, I have already had occasion to observe. 
Into no country of Europe was Christianity introduced so 
late as into Lithuania, where the faith was planted only to- 
wards the end of the fourteenth century. In the ancient 
Russian provinces of Poland, as well as in Hungary and 
other neighbouring countries, a large portion of the popu- 
lation belonged to the Greek church. In the great struggle 
of the following age, and in the perpetual wars which Poland 
had to sustain against Turkey, Sweden, and Russia, ail 
these hostile and heterogeneous elements of which I have 
spoken, and to -which may be added the real or apparent 
attachment of the religious dissenters to Sweden, increased 
the general ferment and confusion in the Polish state down 
to the final dissolution and dismemberment of the kingdom. 
Russia, which, towards the end of the fifteenth century, had 
been restored to a high degree of power and splendour by 
Wassili Ivanowitch (who entertained the most friendly rela- 
tions with the Emperor Maximilian, and who had established 
in his empire the German Hanseatic league) — Russia still 
remained totally separated from the European community* 
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and was exempt from the mflaenee of Pr!)testaotisro, !ike 
Spain and Italy, at the op^posite extremity of Europe. The 
Scantlinaviaii countries, at the comniencenient of the fifteenth 
century, had been incorporated into one state, and consitiered 
merely In a geographical point of view, they might have forined 
a great and lasting power in the north ; and, under many 
vicissitudes, they remained united till the sixteenth eentoi'y. 
Yet the voice and feelings of the two nations were against 
the union ; and Gustavus Vasa effected at once the total 
and definitive separation of Sweden from Denmark, the 
establishment of his own monarchical sway in the former 
country, and the introduction of Protestantism, which was 
brought into Sweden, not as in other countries, by the 
torrent of popular opinion, but by the arm of power — by 
the authority of a sovereign who knew how to conduct the 
enterprise with steady perseverance, and slow, patient, and 
consummate skill. In Sweden, however, Episcopacy was 
retained- By its situation betwixt Prussia and Poland, and 
by the Protestant influence in Germany, Sweden became for 
a time, in the seventeenth century, a great European power; 
and to this political eminence the personal qualities of 
Gustavus Adolphus, as well as of several other Swedish 
monarchs, principally contributed. In Sweden, Protestantism 
did not give rise to any events of a new and peculiar cha- 
racter, or of great historical moment, as in England and 
Germany. Tlie Reformation w^as established in Denmark 
chiefly, though not exclusively, as in Sweden, by sovereign 
power; in Iceland its establishment was almost the work 
of violence. In those still regions of the north the real 
abuses and scandals existing in the Catholic church were 
neither so great nor numerous as in the southern conn 
tries. There was greater simplicity of manners; and cor 
ruption was much less diffused, much less generally knowm, 
than even in Germany ; and thus the ancient faith had 
struck deeper roots in the minds of men, and could not be 
eradicated but with difficulty. To that old revolutionary 
spirit of the Swedes which, in their earlier history, had 
often displayed itself in the party ^contests of their high 
aristocracy, a wider field was now opened by the Reforma- 
tion introduced by the court ; and, armed in the Protestant 
cause, this spirit found fuller scope in the troubles of Poland, 
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in its connexion with Prussia aijd other states, and, above 
all, in the great religious war of feermanj. When at a later 
period, ami after the Swedish ascendancy in Europe had 
passed away, this spirit became compressed within narrower 
limits, and was thrown back upon itself, it then broke out 
into many violent internal commotions. 

It w as only under the successor of the despotic Henry 
that Protestantism was really introduced into England ; but 
it there appeared under two different forms, and with twm 
parties in a state of mutual and violent hostility. In England 
Episcopacy was retained ; but in Scotland, the Puritans, the 
Methodists of those days, had ^he ascendant. But, under 
Queen Mary, the wife of Philip IL, King of Spain, a Ca- 
tholic reaction took place; and this again was succeeded 
by a Protestant reaction under Elizabeth, whose steady and 
indexible policy alone consolidated the establishment of 
Protestantism— a policy at whose shrine the head of the 
unhappy Mary Stuart fell a sacridce. Thus things pro- 
ceeded from one extremity to another— from the execution 
of King Charles L to the establishment of a Republic, and 
the absolute sway of a Protector — till amid the various 
disputes of the Scotch and English Protesiants, and the 
various struggles of national rivalry, the court fell back 
upon Catholicism. At last King William, from Holland, 
a century before the breaking out of the French revolution, 
gave the dual triumph to Protestantism, and brought to 
maturity the glorious constitution of that island, which has 
been so repeatedly transplanted, imitated, and modified, on 
the continent and in other parts of the world. On this basis 
a thorough Protestant policy was established, which affected 
even the public and international law of Europe — a policy 
w'hich has so eminently characterised England in modern 
times, particularly during the period of her great power, 
and which was follow'ed, or even accompanied, by a Protest- 
ant philosophy. I should premise that this Protestantism in 
philosophy should not by any means be confounded with, 
but should carefully be distinguished from, the revolutionary 
philosophy — from an unbridled anarchy in science and spe- 
culation, though the former, in its corruption, may easily 
degenerate into the latter. For the modern Paganism — 
the avowed Atheism of the eighteenth century — acquired 

2.B. . 
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many more partisans, ;and ashamed a far bolder attitude, on 
the continent than In the constitutional island, which, e%'en 
In philosophy, oscillates in a sort of artificial equipoise 
between truth and error. 

In the Netherlands, . Protestantism was indeed a strong 
co-operative cause, but not the only cause of the rupture 
with Spain; for even in earlier times the Burgundian spirit 
had been prone to turbulence, and the arbitrary rule of 
the Spaniards had excited in other countries also general 
dissatisfaction, aversion, and resistance. When the Pro- 
testant half of the Netherlands had separated from Spain, 
and had established the sofereign and independent state of 
Holland, the latter ever exerted a powerful infiuence on 
England in all religious and political matters, in the same 
way as Belgium has ever exercised a marked influence 
over France. But in Holland, Protestantism did not give 
rise, as in Germany and England, to any events of a new 
and peculiar character, if we except the general toleration 
of religious sects, which was there carried to a further ex* 
tent than in any other state. 

In her own interior, Spain had an arduous problem to 
solve — she had to overcome the old energetic resistance 
of a whole people, — ^the tolerably numerous descendants of 
the former lords and conquerors of the country, who still 
adhered to the Arabian manners and language, and even 
in part professed the doctrines of Mohammedanism. This 
struggle, which commenced under Philip II. by very severe 
laws against the Moriscoes, terminated, under Philip the 
Third, with the barbarous expulsion of the whole Moorish 
population to the coasts of Africa. That from the intimate 
and manifold relations which existed between Spain and 
Germany under Charles V., the armies of the Emperor may 
have introduced into Spain the opinions of the new German 
Gospellers to a greater extent perhaps than can be now 
stated with certainty, or than is now susceptible of minute 
and accurate proof, is by no means improbable; and this 
fact would serve to explain, though not entirely to justify, 
many acts of the Spanish government. At any rate, the 
Spanish mind and character, in other respects so generous 
and upright, so little prone to selfish cunni: g or fickle frivo- 
lity, became, in the long strife and animosities of a fierce 
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religious war, more and more partial and exclusive, arbitrary 
and violent There yet lingered, however, many chivalrous 
virtues peculiar to this high-minded nation — many extra- 
ordinary and lofty effusions of religious genius, such as are 
displayed in the wonderful writings of St Theresa, whose 
holy meditations are couched in language of such inimitable 
beauty. Among no other people did the spirit and character 
of the middle age, in its most beautiful and dignified form, 
so long, continue and survive in manners, ways of thinking, 
intellectual culture, and works of imagination and poetry, 
as among the Spaniards; and it is not the mere effect of 
chance, but it is a very remarkable and characteristic fact, 
that in Spain alone the peculiar poetr}’’ of the middle age 
attained to its utmost perfection, and reached its last ex- 
quisite bloom. 

In Italy, too, art and poetry flourished in her beautiful 
language , and classical erudition made considerable pro- 
gress, and even arrived to a very advanced state, during 
that troubled period when the rest of Europe was involved 
in religious disputes and civil wars. But the fair and flou- 
rishing Italian literature of that age may be compared to a 
blooming garden, situated on a volcanic soil. No immediate 
danger then threatened Italy, though we are not to estimate 
private opinions by- the standard of those which publicly 
prevailed ; there were at least no public examples of that 
excessive partiality and passionate enthusiasm for Pagan 
antiquity, which occurred in that earlier and brilliant period 
of moral ferment and false security — the fifteenth century. 
On the contrary, in some individual instances the real pro- 
gress of science was impeded, and on the whole its march 
retarded, by a dread of the danger of its abuse ; and hence 
the old scholasticism remained longer than was right in 
hereditary possession of its exclusive empire, although that 
contentious and partly negative Rationalism of the middle 
age was ill calculated to supply the place of a truly Christian 
philosophy, which the circumstances of the church then so 
imperiously demanded. It should then have been borne m 
mind, that every new error — every new shape which the old 
Proteus may assume in the changing spirit of time, requires, 
not indeed a new philosophy (for philosophy itself, which is, 
as the ancients said, the science of divine and human things, 
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is in the sanctuary of its higiiest subjects and problems an 
edifice unchangeable through all ages, and built on the ever* 
lasting foundation of divine truth), but a new form and di- 
rection given to philosophy, a new resuscitation of its powers. 
Indeed, the venerable bishpp and holy man of God, St 
Charles Borromeo, had in his Manual of Religion furnished 
an example, in which we see the utmost profundity of as- 
cetic science united with a beautiful lucidness of expres- 
sion, and the greatest simplicity and purity of taste. But 
the regular philosophy of the schools remained for a long 
time yet much too scholastic ; and it was prejudicial, or at 
least disadvantageous, to th'b Catholic cause, that the lirst 
foundations of a better philosophy, of one at least more 
faithful to its high vocation, and of an enlarged and im- 
proved science, should have been laid by men, like Bacon 
and Leibnitz, who belonged to the opposite party. 

Protestantism had penetrated into France from French 
Switzerland, as the very name of Hugonots indicates. The 
religious wars in France broke out much later than in Ger- 
many; and the religious disputes in that country had this 
distinctive character; that the princes and noble leaders 
of the opposition, the factious among the high aristocrac}', 
and the contending parties at court, made the Protestants 
(who formed, indeed, only the minority among the people, 
and still more in the state, but yet a very important and 
powerful minority), the tools and instruments of their own 
political designs and intrigues. It is this peculiar combina- 
tion of circumstances which has stamped the character of the 
French religious wars, and which distinguishes them from 
those of Germany. The religious wars in the former country 
were not of such long and uninterrupted duration, nor were 
they of so destructive and desolating a character as the thirty 
j^ears’ war. On the other hand, the treaties of religious 
pacification were of much shorter duration, and were re- 
newed even five or six times, for tney were ever follow^ed 
by new insurrections. Even the edict of Nantes, which was 
destined to terminate this long anarchy, did not prevent the 
recurrence of troubles after the assassination of Henry lY,, 
and was itself totally repealed at a subsequent period. The 
various political intrigues of discontented nobles, and of 
factious leaders of the Opposition, gave a very hateful com- 
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plexion to the religious wars iu France ; and that disposition 
to vindietlve retaiiatioDj which swayed parties in the various 
alternations of power, presented formidable and almost io- 
surmountable obstacies to the establishment of a permanent 
reiiglous peace. That odious character in the religious wars 
of France appears in England under equally revolting co- 
lours in the despotism of the eighth Henry, in the crafty 
policy of Elizabeth, in the great anarchical and regicide re- 
bellion, and in the tyranny of Cromwell, and has been often 
and strongly portrayed by the national hLstorians. It is 
extremely worthy of remark, as the fact serves to explain 
many posterior events in history, that the struggle in France 
remained undecided, partook from first to last of an uncer- 
tain and fluctuating character, and led neither to the esta- 
blishment of a free Constitution, as in England, nor to the 
foundation of a firm, lasting, and irrevocable religious pacifi- 
cation, as in Germany. But this struggle remained an un- 
solved problem of state-policy, like the religious dispute 
itself — a dispute whose contagion infected the- Catholics 
themselves, inoculated that portion of the population, and 
continued to rage among their descendants. In France, 
the Protestants were in a decided minority, and it was by 
other and subordinate cause's that they acquired a temporary 
power and importance in the first religious wars ; but in 
England they probably became the majority at a very early 
period, though not such an overwhelming majority as they 
form at the present day. 

The Catholic and Protestant parties then divided Ger- 
many into two nearly equal portions, as in point of numbers 
they do at the present day ; and although political power 
does not depend on numbers, particularly when, as was at 
that time the case, so many heterogeneous elements were 
combined, yet both the contending parties were sufficiently 
strong not to succumb easily in the contest. It is this fact 
w'hich ultimately established the necessity of a cordial and 
permanent religious peace, and caused that necessity to be so 
universally acknowledged. But this very equality of num- 
bers, and still more the active interference of almost all 
the great continental powers in the contest, rendered it 
at first more obstinate and lasting. Never was there a 
religious war so widely extended and so complicated in its 
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operations, so protracted in duration, and entailing misery 
on so many generations. That period of thirty years’ havoc, 
in which the early civilisation and the noblest energies of 
Germany were destroyed, forms in history the great wall 
of separation between the ancient Germany, which in the 
middle age was the most powerful, flourishing, and wealthy 
country in Europe, and the new Germany of recent and 
happier times, which Is now gradually recovering from her 
long exhaustion and general desolation, and rising again 
into light and life from the sepulchral darkness — the night 
of death, to which her ancient disputes had consigned her. 

We can be little astonished at the origin of this war — 
indeed, it is almost a matter of surprise that hostilities did not 
break out sooner; and the very fact that external warfare 
was so long suppressed may account for the violence and 
animosity of the first conflict. The first religious peace was 
in reality a mere truce — another prolonged interim, which 
still left many debateable points, that with the most honest 
intentions in both parties it was extremely difficult, and almost 
impossible, to settle by a peaceful and equitable adjustment. 
Where so much combustible matter existed, the merest acci^ 
dent might enkindle a conflagration. This first occurred in 
Bohemia, where the old insurrection of the Hussites had 
been put down by force, (the only way in which, on its first 
outbreak, it could have been suppressed), but where as it 
11 ow appeared that no vital remedy had been applied to 
the roots of the disorder, much diseased and inflammable 
matter yet remained. Still the revolt of Bohemia was not 
the only cause or subject of a war, which some historians 
have considered rather as a complicated series of wars, par- 
tially varying in their object. The whole country — the 
age itself seemed involved in warfare; and war appeared 
as the permanent policy, the ruling spirit, the inveterate 
habit, and natural necessity of mankind. As a masterly 
hand* has seized and portrayed many events and inci- 
dents — many scenes and acts of this great tragedy^ — the 
religious feelings, and stedfast and inflexible character of 
the Emperor Ferdinand IL, the high military glory and 
conquests of the Swedish monarch Gustavus Adolphus, 
and the genius and disastrous fate of the General Wallen. 

* The author here alludes to the Thirty years’ war by Schiller,— Traiji?* 
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?tein, it is unnecessary to dwell at any length on these 
great historical recollections, though the subject is inex- 
haustible ill itself. The peace which was the fruit of a 
high and imperious necessity is, in the point of view we 
here take, of far greater interest. 

With respect to hidemnities, the treaty of Westphalia 
did not differ from any other treaty of general peace in 
which lands and parcels of land are to be allotted, and even 
secularized, but where the number of claimants exceeds the 
portions of allotment. Considered? too, as a treaty which 
restored, and fixed on a linn basis, the peace of the German 
empire, the treaty of Westphalil did not depend in this, as 
in other respects, on the force of its own articles, but on the 
general system of European policy — on the principle of the ba- 
lance of power which regulated that policy— -a principle which 
then, and still more in later times, this treaty has much contri- 
buted to diffuse and extend. But it is as a solemn pact of reli- 
gious peace that I wish here particularly to consider the treaty 
of Westphalia — as the final conclusion of all religious wars 
(and in this respect it has never been materially violated) — as 
a lasting covenant of religious freedom, whose main principle 
continues deeply implanted in the German mind, while the 
two other relations in which this treaty remained so incom- 
plete have for the most part lost their practical interest. 
When we contemplate, too, this treaty as a noble labour of 
equity, the successful work of unwearied industry, it has no 
parallel among preceding treaties of peace ; and hence it has 
become the basis of the international law of Europe, and the 
text-book of diplomatic science in modern times even down 
to our own days. Hence its long, undisturbed duration. 
The nations, the age itself, blessed it as the termination of 
their long calamities; but far greater has been its influence 
on after- times. The religious peace which it established 
has become in modern times a national habitude — b . second 
nature to the German people ; for here and no where else 
must we look for its high historical destination. It may be 
said that this, like every other peace where the question of 
right remains the subject of dispute, fs only a truce — another 
mere interim ; but it is a sacred and eternal truce — a divine 
interim — that is to say, an intermediate state of peace to 
last till God shall pronounce his final and unfailing award. 
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Of little Bioaient to the pMIosopher, who considers this reli- 
gions peace iti its vast bearings on the past, the present, and 
the momentous future, is the reflection of the jurist, how far 
and under what restrictions this treatj, in the altered circum- 
stances of recent times, can be considered as really valid and 
politically binding. For more than any other treaty has 
this solemn pact of religious peace been interwoven wdth life, 
and become a reality. And when we take a wide survey of 
the world, and include the future in our prospective ken, we 
may say, that now that most of the separate articles of this 
treaty have lost their value, and are no longer susceptible of 
execution, the general spirit* arid object — the high import of 
this religious peace are much nearer their fulfilment than 
formerly, when the practical application of this treaty to 
particular cases was solely considered. For that outward 
but lasting covenant of religious peace — that holy truce and 
interim forms the prelude and introduction to another, higher, 
far more comprehensive, spiritual and divine peace, for which 
our age — the epoch of a mighty regeneration — ^is irrevocably 
destined. For how can Christianity, that is to say, eternal 
truth itself, be for ever torn by divisions? The solution of 
the great problem of the last three hundred years is by no 
means complicated, if we understand it in this sense, but ex- 
tremely simple. For if, as it is the object of ail true and 
elevated philosophy to prove, faith and science are really 
and essentially one, faith will be restored to its former unity, 
and then the schism betw^een faith and science will cease. 

Even as regards the political relations of the present 
times, this great, fundamental treaty of peace has become a 
new Christian basis of international law ; for the spirit of 
Christianity requires that where absolute justice, which is 
rarely attainable, cannot be found, a system of peaceable 
and equitable compromise should before all things be pre- 
ferred. And hence this treaty has, for all succeeding times, 
stamped the pacific and conservative policy of the great 
German power of Austria. In France and England, indeed, 
religious wars afterwards occurred ; but they were merely 
the las4: agitations — the after-pains of that fearful period 
of convulsive labour. These commotions were soon allayed ; 
and the example and precedent of this great religious pacifi- 
cation in Germany, highly and universally admired as it was, 
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caused the principle of religious toleration to , be taei.tlj 
acknowledged as one which religion and necessity alike 
prescribed for the imitation of all Europe, 

Among the last and most frightful consequences of the 
general revolution in the church w'as the calamitous execu- 
tion of King Charles the First, which> for the sake of orderj 
I have previously adverted to, and which look place a year 
after the establishment of the great religious peace in Ger- 
many, and was followed forty years afterwards by the great 
national peace of England — the final settlement of the British 
constitution. Among the lamentable events which occurred 
at that period in France was the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes, the last and, comparatively speaking, the most solid 
and durable of the treaties of religious peace made in that 
country — a revocation which can by no means astonish us, 
since this edict, destitute of all ioterna! and external guaran- 
tees, and which emanated solely from absolute power, could 
not offer the same security, nor possess the same durability, as 
the great, fundamental treaty of Westphalia. Yet both in 
France and abroad, this measure, so appalling to the whole 
European world, was, after so long an interval, extremely un- 
expected. One of the effects of this measure was a cruel 
war of extermination carried on in the mountains of the 
Cevennes against the Protestants, who appear to have there 
derived a part of their tenets from some of the earlier sects 
of the middle age. With respect to the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes, considering it merely as an act of authorit}', 
and independently of the blow which it gave to the establish- 
ment of a permanent religious peace, we can only say that 
such an abuse of power on the part of the majority (and 
it is to the influence of a preponderant majority this act w^as 
ascribed by public opinion) — such an abuse of power was 
a very dangerous precedent in the native land of all violent 
reactions ; and thus in our days the emigration of the French 
nobility has been the great historical counter-blow to the 
banishment of the Hugonots. 

This violent expulsion of the Protestants could not even 
accomplish the immediate object of its authors; for the spirit 
of Protestantism had struck much too deep roots in France, 
and the evil could not be removed by mere physical force, 
and without the application of a moral remedy. The Pro- 
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testaiit infltieiloe of French S%vitzerland was not destroyed^ 
and indeed ft became still more powerful in the sequel; while 
afar deeper wound was inflicted on the Catholic cause in 
France by the spread of Jansenistical principles from the 
Netherlands, which, supported as those principles were by 
great literary talents, exerted then a mighty influence over 
the French nation. The essence of Jansenism was the Ra- 
tionalism of Calvin, combined with feelings of pietism, and 
covered over with a deep varnish of Catholicism. It was not 
the small party of the Jansenists of Utrecht, excluded as they 
were from the Church, and completely separated from the 
two great religious parties •of Europe, that could injure the 
Catholic cause in France; but it was that modified or dis- 
guised Jansenism which had crept into the ^^ery bosom of 
the Galliean Church, and there grew up in secret, that was 
most to be feared. All these partial or disguised influences 
of the spirit of Protestantism derived their full sanction from 
the theory of the Galilean Church, such as it was proclaimed 
by the supreme authority in the state. In the Protestant 
constitution of England, indeed, the principle of a national 
Church, like the Anglican (however such a principle may 
be opposed to the very essence and fundamental maxims of 
Christianity), is not inconsistent with the origin aud general 
doctrines of that Chureh. But in the Catholic Church, 
where the principle of national dissent is not admissible to a 
like extent, such a system is perfectly absurd, and carries 
with it its own refutation. The older theory of a Germanic 
Church cannot be here adduced as an historical precedent 
for that theory was started wdth a view to regulate the ex- 
ternal relations of the Church, or to fix with more precision 
the limits of the Papal and Imperial power; but did not refer 
to matters of doctrine, or to the internal discipline of the 
Church. Yet with this system of a Germanic Church, in the 
period of the Ghibelline ascendancy, many errors were mixed 
up — the first germs of the schism afterwards consummated. 
But this disguised half-schism of the Galliean Church, not 
less fatal in its historical effects than the open schism of the 
Greeks, has contributed very materially towards the decline 
of religion in France, dowm to the period of the Restoration. 
It -was not only the dispute with Rome, which Louis XiY. 
carried to such fearful extremes, but the alliances he so fre- 
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quently feiiewec! with the Swedish conqueror and with the 
Turkish power (still so formidable to the whole of Cliristen- 
iiom), which must, as coming from a Catholic quarter, have 
|;iven miieli scantial to the age; and we must at least allow, 
that the foreign policy of Louis XI ¥. was scarcely in any 
respect Christian, and that it prepared the way for that re- 
laxation of moral and religious principles which took place 
in France under his feebler successors. Louis XIV. un^' 
doubtediy well knew how to strengthen his regal prerogative, 
and render it more absolute; and in this work, like several 
of his predecessors, evinced the most systematic art, and the 
greatest determination of character. But all the great pro- 
blems of that age — all the religious questions wdilch then 
divided the %vorid, which, forming as they did the highest 
object of all practical reflection and conduct, were then so 
warmly agitated — could not be brought to a permanent, 
adequate, and generally satisfactory solution by the capricious 
mandates of powi^r, or the partial adjudications of regal au- 
thority. And if in this establishment of absolute power in 
the interior no regard is paid to the lawful rights either of 
foreign nations or of the people at home, what security is 
there that sueli a system will or can endure ? 

The splendour of the then French literature is one of the 
main pillars on which the glory of that reign and century 
depernls — this literature, wlfich attained so high a degree of 
perfection, eontaiiis, however, to some extent, the germs of 
that polhi(?al scepticism, and those religious errors, which led 
to the disasters of subsequent times. An JEsth-etic criticism 
of pure art falls not within the limits of the plan I have traced 
out to myself ; and 1 can notice subjects of this -nature only 
inasmuch as they serve to denote the character of particular 
ages and nations. As in no country was the. spirit of the 
middle age— the seholastieo-romantic character of the first 
period of European cuitivalion, both in the tone of feeling 
and the mode of expression, so long preserved, nor raised to 
such a state of high refinement and beautiful perfection as in 
Spain ; so we nmy say that the peculiar characteristic of the 
French mind in the age ot Louis XI V. consisted in a studious 
and minute avoidance of the two principal defects in the in 
tellectual productions of the middle ■■age— the scholastic 
vBgnenem and obscurity in works of speculation o-n the one 
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hand, and the fantastic wildness in works of iinaglnation on 
the other. That choice and exquisite taste wiiieh prevails 
in all those models of secular and clerical, historical, |)oetical, 
and philosophic eloquence, which that age produced in such 
abundance, originated in this species of precision, averse from 
all excess and obscurity. And it was by tlie clearness and 
lightness it owed to this principle that the French language 
became, in the eighteenth century, the universal model and 
most convenient medium, not only of conversation, but of 
epistolary communication, among the polite classes of ail 
European nations. But in a comprehensive survey of genera! 
literature, this standard of a pleasing style must not be con- 
sidered as universally applicable, or higher than any other ; 
and without wishing to compare objects totally dissimilar in 
themselves, I may observe, that although among all the clas- 
sical writers and orators of that age, Bossuet is the greatest 
in point of style, and at the same time the most solid and 
intellectual, yet the natve loquacity and infantine simplicity 
which distinguish the incorrect old French diction of St 
Francis of Sales are peculiarly graceful and attractive in 
themselves; while in the depth and clearness of the ascetic 
spirit, the saint far surpasses the former writer more cele- 
brated in the world. 

In the regular philosophy of the schools, the Latin was 
mostly the prevailing language during the seventeenth cen- 
tury. In this the system of Descartes then formed an epoch, 
or at least obtained very general credit. His fanciful vor- 
tices in nature, as well as bis rigid demonstration by reason, 
of that principle which is exalted above all reason, comprise 
rather the first germ of the various errors in the physics and 
metaphysics of the succeeding age, than a sound basis of 
true science, and a Christian philosophy of the human mind. 
Spinoza was the immediate disciple of Descartes; but it is 
in Germany alone that his rationalist system of pantheism, 
expressed as it is in the forms of mathematical demonstra- 
tion, and embellished by a morality pure and noble, (at least 
in appearance and in its general outline,) has been justly ap- 
preciated in its true metaphysical import, and has found 
philosophic critics and imitators. But in its negative bear- 
ings, the philosophy of Spinoza, together with other writiijgs 
by that inquirer and others on and against revelation, had a 
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very exten.^Ive infiueiice in those times; and that pliiiosopfiy 
forms the notable point of transition to the metaphysical 
speculations of our own age. Socinus had directecl his at- 
tacks against the great mystery in the existence of the living 
God — the Christian dogma of the Trinity.- In the system 
of Spinoza, philosophic Protestantism, or the progressive 
spirit of negation, advanced one step further ; for he denied 
the personal existence or the living personality of God, and 
endeavoured to substitute for the notion of the Godhead the 
empty idea of the Infinite. 

On tlie other hand, the systems of Bacon and Leibnitz wem 
two different foundations laid in 4hat age for a higher and a 
better philosophy’' — systems which by a more extensive de- 
velopment and harmonious combination of their parts might 
have been moulded into a frame of philosophy thoroughly 
Christian. Almost all the scientific labours of Leibnitz were 
directed to this point, namely, the demonstration, confirma- 
tion, and exemplification of the truths of Christianity, by tl>e 
aid of science. The vast system of spiritualism, exalted far 
above all ideas of nature, which was propounded, or rather 
sketched out, by Leibnitz (with the exception of some pecu- 
liar opinions and mere hypotheses), agrees perfectly with 
that purer Platonism which all the Christian writers and fa- 
thers of the first ages inculcated. And the fundamental 
principles of such a philosophy, if exposed in their native 
clearness and simplicity, and without adventitious alloy, are 
the same which in their general spirit are to be clearly 
traced, or are tacitly implied, in the sacred Scriptures, whose 
lofty purposes, however, rise far above the narrow forms and 
limited sphere of philosophic investigation. How well Leib- 
nitz understood and appreciated, and how far he subscribed 
to the truth of the Catholic religrion, has been brought to 
light in a singular manner in our own days;* and if we 
except some oversights, very pardonable under all circum- 
stances, his philosophic sketch of the Catholic system of the- 
ology is, in its masterly brevity, one of the boldest and hap- 
piest expositions of that religion, at least for the general 

* The author alludes to the Systema Theologicum of Leibnitz, first 
published in Paris in the year 1819, from the manuscript sent by the 
court of Prussia to that of France, It was published by the Abbe Emery, 
who accompanied the Latin original with a French translation. — Tram* 
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purposes of tlie world* The other great celebrated philo- 
sophical system of modern times was based in the principles 
of the philosophy of experience — a system which has tended 
to enlarge almost immeasurably the field of natural disco- 
veries, As the founder of the philosophy of experienccj 
Bacon, had conceived it, that philosophy, if we except some 
particular defects and individual errors, is by no means at 
variance with the Christian philosophy of revelation ; for the 
latter is in itself a philosophy of experience, though of an- 
other, higher, and spiritual kind. And it is the more neces- 
sary to keep this in view, as otherwise the ordinary abyss of 
Rationalism can scarcely be avoided. The case is widely dif- 
ferent when the principles of the empirical philosophy, as in 
Locke and his followers, are directed against everything ex- 
alted, supernatural, and spiritual in man and his conscious- 
ness. By this important distinction, Bacon is an European 
philosopher, like Leibnitz ; but Locke is a mere English 
philosopher, as it was in England this Protestant philosophy 
sprang up, and kept pace with the Protestantism of state 
engendered and nurtured by the constitution of 1688. How- 
ever, in England, the Protestant philosophy, true to its cha- 
racter, kept within the limits of a mitigated scepticism, and 
did not plunge into the same wild, revolutionary excesses as 
the French philosophy of the eighteenth century, that started 
with the same principles* 

The high intellectual cultivation of the English is by no 
means confined to this negative philosophy, but is of a very 
peculiar character, and, like the British constitution, combines 
in the most singular manner the most heterogeneous elements* 
For although the British constitution is generally considered 
as the fashionable model for our times, and in one respect 
may indeed be so considered ; yet a powerful aristocracy and 
many parts of the feudal constitution of the middle age are 
there established in a sort of harmony, or at least permanent 
equipoise, with the more modern elements of commerce and 
democracy. The heroic spirit of chivalry, and the whole 
moral character of the middle age, were long paramount in 
England; and hence in the poetry of no country, if we ex- 
cept the Spanish, is that spirit so conspicuous. The struggles 
between the houses of York and Lancaster during the fifteenth 
century, which, in the rugged and almost savage sternness of 
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tiiose heroic characters, bear no little resemblanee to the 
contests of the Giielfs and Ghibellines, form the heroic and 
traditionary, though not very remote era of British history— 
an era which witnessed, too, the high military glory that 
England acquired in tine many battles and clnvalrous engage- 
ments fought on the French soil. The great national poet of 
England, who has taken the subject of many of his dramas 
from that glorious period of his country’s annals, maintains a 
sort of sceptical medium—- *a kind of poetical balance between 
the romantic enthusiasm of elder times, and tlie clear-sighted 
penetration of modern; and it is in this peculiar combination 
of qualities that the originality cpf his genius, his unfathom- 
able depth and high intellectual charm, partly consist. As 
the constitution of England^ — that is, the balance of her social 
institutions — sprang out of the old and mighty struggles 
which had convulsed that country, we must not be surprised 
at finding in her higher poetry, which is only the image and 
reflection of life, the same artificial union and combination of 
the conflicting elements existing in her political organisation. 
A profound analysis of art, conducted exclusively with this 
view, and towards which the German mind has a strong and 
perhaps excessive inclination, would be foreign to my present 
plan. To point out the traits of analogy existing between 
the productions of intellect and the ages and nations to which 
they severally belong, may serve to throw a clearer and more 
vivid light on important periods and momentous epochs of 
history; and it is with this view i have indulged now, as 
formerly, in short parallels of this kind. Down to the most 
recent times, this marked predilection for the romantic world 
of the middle ages and the chivalrous days, as well as the 
bold genius of poets bursting through all vulgar trammels, 
have been the distinctive character of English poetry, and 
have partly tended to make it so great a favourite with all 
the nations of Europe. 

On the other hand, the negative philosophy of the English 
remains true to its character, in as far as, carefully shunning 
all objects of a higher nature, it has for the most part made 
it a principle to limit its views entirely to man, without 
attempting to dive and penetrate into the profound mysteries 
of the Deity, or into the internal secrets of nature. To this 
a high philosophy will object, man is no isolated being; but 
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as he was originally placed by Ms Creator in natare, it is only 
in that connexion with God and nature that the mysteries of 
his inward being, and the history of his outward progress^ 
can be fully understood and explained. In historical re- 
searches and narrations, when these are confined to special 
subjects and particular eras, and do not attempt the more 
comprehensive plan of the Philosophy of History, that con- 
fined spirit of philosophic investigation which limits its views 
exclusively to man is not prejudicial ; for, on the other hand, 
the fiexibie powers of poetical genius (unless their activity be 
cramped by the sceptical infiiienee of a Protestant philo- 
sophy), keep the mind alivato all high and generous qualities, 
characteristic peculiarities, and original greatness in men and 
events. Hence that department of British literature which 
embraces historic research and narrative is peculiarly fertile, 
and has met with a general and European success. 

The Protestantism of state, which was brought to maturity 
by the English constitution, was during the eighteenth cen- 
tury, when England held generally the foremost rank among 
the nations, extended and applied in the system of the balance 
of power to the whole continent of Europe. But the Pro- 
testantism of science which originated there, formed, together 
with the system of religious peace, the first foundation of 
Illuminism ; and denotes the whole period of its history from 
the commencement of the eighteenth century dow'n to the 
French Revolution* 
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LECTURE XVIL 

Parallel between tiie religions peace of Germany and that of the other 
countries of Europe.— -The political system of the Balance of Fowler, 
and the principle of false Illuminism prevalent in the eighteenth cen- 
tury. ^ 

The great benefits of the religious peace of Germany, which, 
founded upon and springing out of a.great historical neces- 
sity, has struck such deep roots in the public mind, and at last 
become a second nature to the Germans, may be best appre- 
ciated by a comparison with the state of religious liberty such 
as it now exists, or did recently exist, among other nations — 
and those, in truth, which are in every other respect the most 
civilised of modern Europe. In Germany, indeed, the strict 
and vigilant maintenance of that religious peace on which 
her whole political existence depends, and without which she 
would fall into an anarchic struggle of parties, has received 
in recent times a new confirmation ; and this religious peace, 
which has been revived, not indeed in its old forms, but in 
its general spirit and essential import, has become only the 
more necessary, as, by the recent partitions of territories, a 
great intermixture of religions has been introduced into states 
w^here formerly one religion only prevailed. Thus in that 
state,* which was originally the greatest of all the Protestant 
states of Germany, and is now even still more powerful than 
formerl}^ a full half of the population is Catholic. Nearly 
to the same extent the same observation will apply, though 
inversely, to that Catholic statef in Germany which, next to 
the Imperial state itself, is the greatest. So strongly has this 
Magna ChartaJ of the religious liberty of Germany (w'hich 
scarcely needs any external securities, now that most of those 
securities no longer exist, or at least have been very materially 
altered in the forms under which they formerly existed in the 

* Prussia. f Bavaria. % The Treaty ©f Westphalia. 

, ■ 
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Confederation and in the Imperial courts of Judicature) — so 
strongly, I say, has this Magna-Charta taken root both in the 
public mind and state*-p6iiey of Germany, that the principle 
of religious freedom no longer depends on the degree of po- 
pulation, or the relation of numbers. Thus, for example, in 
the German Catholic provinces of the Austrian Empire, the 
Protestants, though compared with the rest of the 
tion form so very small a minority, have been long in posses- 
^ion of the most unlimited religious freedom; and in tire 
country^ which was the very cradle of Protestantism, the fact 
that the royal dynasty and a very small minority of the nation 
profess the Catholic religiouHfias been no obstacle to the most 
cordial, deep, and solid attachment on the part of tine people 
to their old hereditary rulers — an attachment w'hich has been 
evinced in the most unequivocal and affecting manner by all 
classes of the nation at every period of misfortune. If now 
■we look to the other great states and civilised countries of 
Europe, which like Germany were involved for a century and 
more in the turmoil of religious wars, and consider what issue 
these wars have had, what results they have produced, we 
shall hod that in England civil war indeed no longer rages. 
But how the relations between the Anglican church, on the 
one hand, which force alone maintains in its political privi- 
leges and ascendancy, and the Protestant dissenters (who have 
a different character from those in Germany, or elsewhere, 
and are distinguished by a very violent sectarian spirit) and 
the Catholic population of Ireland, on the other, — how these 
relations, I say, can be said to exhibit a state of religious 
peace, I am at a loss to understand; for at no very remote 
period the latter country was the theatre of a bloody civil 
war. We must at least allow that a solid and permanent 
internal peace, a perfect conciliation of minds, and an equita- 
ble adjustment of the respective rights and claims of both 
parties, have apparently not yet been brought to a quiet and 
satisfactory issue. Nay, to judge from those great parlia- 
mentary discussions in England, wherein not unfrequently, 
and from passages the most obscure, and the least observed 
by the superhcial eye, the most secret motives, the deepest 
springs of policy, and the most hidden thoughts and disquie- 
tudes of the statesman come to light in that wonderful stage 
^ Saxemy. 
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of public life, it would appear that great self-appreheiision 
reigned in the minds of English politicians; a fear which is 
the more likely to arise on every serious retrospect that 
people take of tiie old abyss of their civil contests ; for. more 
than any other nation, they are conversant with their own 
annals; aiiti have them ever before their eyes, and live in the 
past with all the intense feelings of the present. Hence every 
individual among them knows full well that the fearful and 
fermenting elements of their great old civil commotion have 
never been pp^-fectly appeased, and finally allayed, but have 
been merely repressed from time to time, and prevented from 
breaking out anew, by means of a constitution, which on that 
account is reputed glorious* And must not every English- 
man ask himself the peremptory question, how a country can 
be, or be termed, free, when its Catholic inhabitants, amount- 
ing to a third part of its entire population, are doomed to 
undergo indescribable tyranny, and are, in fact, treated like a 
conquered nation ?* 

In France there prevails on matters of religion an indiffer- 
ence Qf feeling rather than any party contentions or violent 
animosities, at least among the greater part of the nation ; 
and so long as the matter is not mixed up with political con- 
siderations, this feeling of indifference will bend to one 
opinion or to the other. Even in former times the religious 
wars, thougl) violent enough, were not of so long and unin- 
terrupted a duration and so wddely destructive a nature as in 
Germany, and, comparatively speaking at least, were not at- 
tended with such frightful circumstances as in England. 
But, on the other hand, they did not lead to those mighty, 
definite, and permanent results, such as in Germany, a reli- 
gious pacification — and in Engiand, the establishment of a 
free constitution. And in the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes, accomplished in defiance of ail antecedent promises, 
stipulations, and rights, the victory of the Catholic majority 
of the nation, unjust in itself, was merely apparent and illu- 
sive, for all the great problems of moral life remained un- 
solved, and the hostile and fermenting elements of Protes- 
tantism, or a species of semi-Protestan*tism, retained their full 
force; till, a hundred years after this arbitrary proceeding, an 

* The passing of the Catholic Kelief BIB has happily reutleTed this oh, 
fitSHUlioa chiclets.-- 

2 F 2 
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inimearfe and formidable reaction occurred in the brraking 
out of the great Revolution. That grand conflict of the 
European nations which sprang out of this revolutiiui. and 
attended its whole course, must be looked upon in no other 
light than as a religious war; for a formal separation, not 
only from the church, but from all Christianity — a totju 
abolition of the Christian religion — was an object of this 
revolution, w^hich lasted nine years before a sort of religious 
peace was established, by which it seemed to be acknow- 
ledged that religion, for a time at least, w-as not an absolutely 
superfluous want of the people ; for the attempt of theophi- 
knthropy, or the public anrf* legal establishment of a pure 
rationalist religion, had no success. But as respected per- 
sons, this peace was not of long duration, as was but too 
soon apparent in the ill-treatment and imprisonment of the 
head of the church. The drama of the old Ghibelline times 
was renew ed, and Ghibelline principles and maxims of policy 
were openly avowed. If the military successor the French 
had been of longer continuance, these principles would have 
made incomparably greater progress, and wouhl have been 
more clearly unfolded, as there was a secret inclination to a 
certain Mahometan junction of civil and ecclesiastical power 
in the hands of the same person. It could not, however, 
have escaped the keen perception of Buonaparte how much 
the feelings and opinions of Europe (whatever indifference it 
may manifest about religion, and however easily it may give 
its sanction to encroachments on spiritual power, from want 
of knowledge or of interest in those matters) are ever adverse 
to a complete and anti-Christian fusion of secular and eccle- 
siastical authority. That fanatic and destructive character 
which distinguished the revolutionary struggle in its origin 
’‘emained the same, though somewhat modified in its form, 
during the time of the Imperial conquests; and the genera! 
resistance of the nations of Europe, down to the final tri- 
umph of the allies, retained to the last the character of a 
religious war, carried on in defence of all that was most 
sacred to humanity. 'Fbus that great struggle must be con- 
sidered as a five-and-twenty years’ religious war, or rather 
perhaps in its origin a war of irreligion, though it is not 
worth while to dispute about a word. For this reason, in 
the country where this mighty revolution had its birth, the 
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restoration of monarchy k inseparably connected with that 
of religion ; and it is by a religious regeneration that the 
statesmen of thfit kingdom, who are well-wishers to their 
country, and have in view its permanent well-being, and not 
the idle and transient splendour of military glory, should 
endeavour to st'cure the future destinies of France. 

This universal and convulsive crisis of the world in latter 
times, now that it has happily and entirely passed by, has 
created a migiity chasm, and thrown up a wall of separation 
between the present age and the eighteenth century. Now 
that the conflict is over, and all the illusions incitlent to that 
state of struggle have passed tiway, the eighteenth centuiy, 
which bore that great revolution in its womb, and at last 
brought it into life, can be judged with greater impartiality 
and historic freedom, and better understood and more duly 
appreciated in all its comprehensive bearings. For during 
the existence of any struggle, it is apparently given to few 
mortals to form respecting passing events a judgment which 
can be truly termed historical ; as in general a certain 
distance of time is requisite to the formation of just and 
accurate opinions. In this last section of universal history 
it would be idle and superfluous to enter into a minute detail 
of facts so generally known. It is on that account the more 
important for the due illustration and philosophic investigation 
of a period so near to us, briefly to point out, amid the multi- 
tude of well-known facts, the leading and determining causes 
of all the events which occurred. The leading and stirring 
principles of all occurrences and enterprises in the eighteentii 
century, as the history of that age abundantly proves, may be 
traced, on the one hand, to the system of the balance of 
power in the internal government and outward relations of 
states; and on the other, to the principle ofilluminism in the 
department of morals, though this principle was not conflned 
to the sphere of mind, but exerted a great practical influence 
on real life, and Anally brought about a total revolution in 
the state. Both these principles— the system of the balance 
of power, which was the protestantism of state — and the 
principle ofilluminism, which, frohd its negative character, 
agreed in the main with the pruuistantism of philosophy, and 
was only a natural consequence of that philosophy,— had 
tiudr origin chiefly in England, and there first, or more thar 
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elsewhere, reached their development For from the eotn- 
mencement of the eighteenth century down to the mighty 
Revolution which closed it, England was the state that took 
the lead in every occurrence and transaction, gave the tone to 
the age, and formed the strong central lever to the system of 
the balance of power. The plan of such a system had 
indeed been openly avowed several centuries before, and liad 
been acted upon as a principle In many politictd enterprises 
and negotiations; but the then existing circumstances of 
the world, which required and admitted of a far higher law 
of adjudication, conined the operation of this principle within 
very narrow limits. Thus it^vas a far higher principle ol 
Christian equity w'hich constituted the basis of the holy 
Roman Empire of Germany in the middle age; and it was 
only when that empire had been weakened and undermined 
by various shocks, external and internal, that the system 
of the balance of power began, towards the latter part of the 
fifteenth century, to exert a commanding infliience. Italy 
was in general the theatre and arena for the workings of that 
policy; Spain, France, and Austria, next Venice, the I\>pe, and 
Switzerland, the active agents in that changeful struggle; 
and Naples and Lombardy, the subject of dispute and the 
prize of contention. But when the progress and success of 
the Turkish arms from without, and the formidable, growing, 
and fermenting elements of religious strife from within, bad 
threatened Europe with total ruin, or at least with the most 
formidable danger, the new inferior principle of policy was 
compelled to yield to the urgent necessities of the times, and 
to old opinions not yet totally extinct. Men felt the absolute 
want of an emperor and general protector of Christendom, 
invested, as in ancient times, with power really adequate to 
his dignity; and this was the motive which led .to the election 
of the Emperor Charles V, The extent of ins empire, how- 
ever, made his power appear greater than it was in reality. 
If a decided and formidable preponderance of power existed 
anywhere, we must look for it on the side of the Turks, 
whose triumphant arms brought them ever nearer towards 
Europe, and whose progress Charles was little able to arrest. 
France, situated as she was in the centre of Europe, had 
nothing to apprehend from the Turks, while she was suffi- 
ciently strong and powerful to disregard danger from any 



HISTOEY. 


439 


quarter. Her rivalry \vitli Spain, and her perpetual wars 
with the Emperor, were exceedingly injurious to Europe, as 
they cramped and impeded all the operations of the Emperor 
in behalf of Christendom, and all his exertions for providing 
for its external and internal security. But to no country 
were those wars more hurtftd than to France herself, which 
hud ne(‘(i of all her energies for the maintenance of internal 
tranquillity, in order, by her undivided activity, to be able to 
allay and settle the various elements of religious strife, which 
afterwards broke out with such fearful violence. At that 
perio<i, and even during the seventeenth century, the wars of 
Turkey were generally considered as religious wars, partly 
from the dreadful consequences which ensued to the Christian 
religion in the conquered countries, %vhere, if it were not 
entirely extirpated, it w^as at least doomed to the severest 
oppression; and partly from the fanatic and sanguinary 
character of those wars themselves. The alliances which 
France, during the religious wars of the seventeenth century, 
and contrary to the interests of her own creed, entered into 
with Sweden and Turkey, under pretence of maintaining the 
balance of power, were more than anything else prejudicial 
to the Catholic cause, inflicted a deep wound on Christian 
principles, and contributed much to mislead the opinion of 
the age. The final result of this policy 'was the establish- 
ment of a decided preponderance on the part of France 
towards the end oftlm seventeenth century — a preponder- 
ance which tlum at least must be ascribed to Louis XIV. only* 
Now that the religious wars were terminated, this appeared 
the period proper for the establishment of the system of the 
balance of power — a sj'stem which must ever be called into 
action when every higher principle of international adjudi- 
cation has 1:*eas€d to be applicable ; and which, as it was the 
source whence had emanated the whole moral and intellec- 
tual culture of the eighteenth centur3% attained now a more 
systematic form, and held a more brilliant and dignified 
place, than at any former period of history. England "was 
the strong, central prop of the great lever for the Europear! 
balance of power; vrhile Austria, which in every age has 
been true to a pacific system of policy (although her moral 
existence depended on far higher principles of religion), 
formed on the Continent the other main stay to the system 
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of the balance of power,. now become the oni versa! principle 
of international policy. And this firm alliance between the 
two powers was in general the external basis of this system, 
independently of the many fluctuations which were inherent 
to its very nature. We must not, however, confound this 
principle of policy with a conservative and pacific system, 
acting according to existing and acknowledged rights ; for 
although the former system be much akin to the latter, and 
both may easily and naturaily co-operate in a common resist- 
ance to an overgrown power regardless of all right, still 
they are far from being one and tlie same, and differ widely 
in many characteristic propa*ties, nay, in tireir very nature. 
The fundamental law of the conservative and pacific policy 
is right — notan abstract notion and pure ideal of absolute 
justice, by which the international policy of states is to be 
fashioned and regulated ; but rather (if for the sake of 
greater clearness I may be allowed the use of a mathematical 
phrase) an applied right, that is to say, an existirrg and ac- 
knowledged right. For if seek the first origin and ulti- 
mate foundation of all right and all justice, we must seek it 
in God alone, who is the eternal arbiter of the world, of 
states and nations as weU as of individuals, and who well 
knows how to requite every great political injustice on bis 
appointed day of retribution, to visit it with unexpected pun- 
ishment, and to reduce it to its own nothingness by an often 
fearful award. But so soon as man, or any earthly power, pre- 
sumes to lay its hand upon this work — to propose to itself ab- 
solute justice, to judge and regulate ail things by that stand- 
ard, and to model the world in conformity to it — the conse- 
quence is a total revolution in all the relations of society — 
an entire subversion of all existing order; and it is this false 
idea which is the principle or the pretext of all those fanatic 
attempts at universal conquest, and of every revolution not 
directed to the attainment of specific rights, but aiming at 
sweeping, unqualified, and universal change. It is only when 
in the general system of existing and positive international 
rights some occurrence has produced a chasm — some inter- 
stice appears — some partfcular question remains, or becomes 
anew, open and debateable ground — that a pacific policy, act- 
ing on the principle I have mentioned, can and will in such 
special cases revert to the original, pure, and eternal justice 



HlSTOEY, 


:441 


of GotL But iiik the materia! system of the balance , of 
power, right aod wrong are not the ultimate object, nor the 
sole criterion of political estimation, nor the sole rule of poli- 
tical negotiations ; but the great object is the prevention or 
removal of any ascemlaiicy which endangers or even threatens 
clanger to the general interests of the powers. Both systems 
of policy may very well concur in their effects, and in most 
eases really do concur ; for the establishment of political as- 
ceiidaiicy is generally founded on the violation of existing 
rights, or may easily lead thereto. But this is not absolutely 
necessary ; eases may ^ily be coneeived w'-here right is 
clearly on the side of ascendan? might, as was once the case 
in the midtiie of the eighteenth century, and as happened in 
another way towards the beginning of the same age, when 
the cause of justice was espoused by preponderate power 
only. And in such cases, with a total disregard to justice, 
this system of the material balance of power will fling its 
w^eight into the opposing scale, in order to impede the pro- 
gress of ovfwgrowii dominion. In another respect also the 
character and ordinary tendency of this system differ widely 
from that pacific policy which aims at the preservation of all 
existing and acknowledged rights. In the latter system, it is 
only the actual disturbance and real violation of the general 
peace of nations wliich can lead to the declaration of war. 
But, on the contrary, in the former system it is merely 
a formidable preponderance of power — a mere possibility of 
its abuse — a dread of future danger, which is deemed a suffi- 
cient motive for engaging in hostilities — a motive by which a 
state, where this i$ the exclusive principle of policy, is un- 
doubtedly, as has often been objected to England, more 
easily and more quickly determined than any other: and 
such a motive may operate the more easily in a country like 
England, where those inducements for entering into war 
w ith more haste than is expedient or desirable are strength- 
ened by the fact, that an insular and naval state, concen- 
trated within itself, can carry on hostilities with all the 
advantages of peace and with the wonted activity of trade. 
England, during the eighteenth century, acquired the higheis.. 
glory, and in general made a very beneficial use of her great 
po%ver, in contributing to the general aid, security, and free- 
dom of Europe ; and in what is here said it is by no means 
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intended to cast a shir on or to undervalue the old and we!h 
acquired power of 'Oreat' Britain, as such a censiir«? wouhl be 
futile in itself and extremely misplaced here, i^ut, for the 
right understanding of the peculiar political character and 
tendencies of an age like' the eighteenth ceiitury, so near lo 
our own times, it is necessary to observe, that the system 
of the balance of power is either merely the substitute for a 
higher principle, where the latter is no longer susceptible of 
application, or, in those cases where tfie latter hath really 
force, the system of the balance of power must be considered 
a mere supplement — a subordinate auxiliary for the settle- 
ment of incidental questions? But, with the great revolution 
which closed the eighteenth century there commenced an 
epoch of intellectual as well as political barbarism and deso- 
lation, to which the mere negative principle of an equilibrium 
of power, however it might be adequate to the ordinary re- 
lations of civilised states, was no longer applicable ; for how 
a higher principle of moral and social reparation was needed. 
In no department of human activity can the positive po^ver 
of evil be overcome by a mere negative principle of resist- 
ance, but solely by a principle of a homogeneous though 
loftier nature — a divine power acting within the same circle. 
A mighty religious war, which has shaken all moral existence 
to its centre, and convulsed it in all its depths, can be com- 
pletely terminated only by a true religious peace. But such 
a peace depends on the moral force of principle, and not on 
the exact measurement of any physical equilibrium. As 
during the late frightful revolution the political relations of 
every state have been changed, and the whole balance of 
power in Europe been disturbed, no force can now easily 
alter or replace what has thus been established. Of this 
England herself may afford us an example. Certainly that 
great country in Southern Asia — the richest of all the 
countries in the world — and which Great Britain has an- 
nexed to her sway by means of a navy that gives her the 
empire of the seas, and whose population five or six times 
exceeds that of the ocean-queen, and equals in numbers the 
best half of Europe, has" brought an accession of strength to 
England which cannot possibly be measured, judged, or 
condemned according to the old narrow rules of the system 
of the balance of power ; since so many vast and important 
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results have accrued, and in all probability will yet accrue, 
to Europe and India herself from this most singular, an<l, 
in the history of tiie world, quite unprecedented connexion ; 
and since, in other respects, not only the internal administra- 
tion of Hindostan, but the entire conduct of the English in 
those transactions, has been at once so wise and glorious. 
As the shallow superficial notion of illuminisni, which, during 
the greater part of* the eighteenth century, was considered 
the all-ruling principle and highest object of all science and 
speculation, is no longer adequate to the present views of 
philosophy; in like manner the system of the balance of 
power has ceased to be any longer appiicabie to the state of 
Europe in the late general warfare, or to that state of things 
tvhich it has given rise to ; and it is not from this system we 
can expect the final settlement and adjustment of things, 
and the solution of the Gordian knot — the great enigma of 
the world in our times. 

After the system of the balance of pow'er, the next leading 
and characteristic principle in the history of the eighteenth 
century is the notion of illuminisni, which exercised on the 
internal civilisation of all European nations the same influ- 
ence which the former system exerted on their external re- 
lations, People are so accustomed to confound the prin- 
ciple of eniigiitenment with the abuse and false application 
made of it during the last century, that in order to represent 
this great epoch in all its historical bearings, I shall endea- 
vour to shew that, to an impartial judge and observer, it 
offers many and diverse points for consideration ; for we 
must remember that there was a true enlightenment by the 
side of a false one, and that enlightenment was not every- 
where of a negative character, precipitate in its progress, 
and destructive in its effects. In its first obscure beginnings 
it had a solid, irreproachable, and very beneficial character 
and tendenc}’'- During the public calamities and general 
anarchy of the seventeenth century, the natural sciences in 
all their various branches made silent but very extraordinary 
progress ; and numberless were the advantages of these new 
discoveries to all the useful arts and sciences, especially in 
those commercial and maritime states where such knowledge 
was mostly needed. A bold enterprising genius,* heir to 
* Peter the Great. 
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the most splendid throne in the north, had, as an apprentice 
and artisan, appropriated on the spot all tliesci advantage of 
modern civilisation, and turned them to full aeeouni in navi- 
gation, in the %'arious mechanic arts, in the fonnciation ' of 
cities, and in the general civilisation of his subjects; and 
thus he became the founder of the present greatness of 
Russia— a greatness which is built on a specif® of enlighten- 
ment, that so far from being of a futile and rash nature, and 
of a destructive tendency, has exerted a gradual but benefi- 
cial influence over the whole extent of an empire which 
stretches Far into two continents of the globe. It was only 
b}^ that true and genuine iffiprovement and civilisation which 
commenced under Peter the Great that Russia acquired the 
knowledge and mastery of her own resources, and thus rose 
to a high and permanent grade in the scale of nations. 

The separation of the Russian church from the authority 
of the Greek patriarch, who had now fallen under Turkish 
dependence, appeared a necessary condition for opening a 
door in Russia to the moral and intellectual civilisation of 
Europe ; nor when we consider that such a step was but the 
continuation of an original schism, can we deem it a subject 
of blame. It does not appear, however, that the system of a 
national churchy which has sprung out of this separation, has 
been here as much abused as in the Anglican church, or in 
that system of antipapal opposition nearly akin to it adopted 
in one or more Catholic countries of Europe. The very 
system, however, of an exclusively national religion must 
ever be an object of the greatest solicitude ; for it is but too 
easily susceptible of an extension most fatal to Christian 
government, which nothing so much impairs and undermines 
as any leaning to the Mahometan confusion of spiritual and 
temporal power in the hands of the same person. 

Men have often blamed that harsh junction of opposites 
observable in the sudden and artificial civilisation of Russia ; 
that is to say, the contrast which there exists between the 
highest intellectual luxury, and the most exquisite and 
fashionable refinement in thought and manners among the 
higher classes, at the '^court and in the capital, and the very 
low grade of civilisation, the state of utter or at least semi- 
barbarism, to which so large a portion of tlie population are 
reduced. But no very prejudicial effects have resulted to 
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wiety in Ru«;sia from this eonjnnction of elements, and from 
the ol)staeh?s wliicii so many vast masses have opposed to the 
progress of civilisation ; and even that hurry and precipitancy 
in the career of eniightenraent, which was the great fault of 
almost ail other European countries, was by this means 
avoitled, or rather prevented by the very nature of things. The 
only thing here to be apprehended and guarded against was 
tiiis, that in copying the civilisation of Europe, Russia should 
not introditce along with it those negative and destructive 
priiiciples — those maxims of liberalism and irreligion, which 
were almost exclusively prevalent in European literature and 
science during the eighteenth ceiftury ; in a w'ord, that Pro* 
testantism (in the wide and comprehensive sigoibcation of 
that term) should not become too predominant in the public 
mind. 

The first groundwork of the modern civilisation of Russia, 
as laid down by Peter the Great, was of a thoroughly prac- 
tical nature, directed in part to objects of ctjmmercial utility, 
after the manner of the Dutch and English. The moral 
corruption occasioned by the French philosophy introduced 
under Catherine IL was confined to a small circle ; and in 
the course of succeeding times, this philosophy came to be 
considered as an exotic element of destruction, which, so far 
from being adequate to the exigencies of the age, struck at 
the very root of society. In a more recent period, liberal 
and revolutionary tlieories of government, copied from 
constitutional countries, may at most have led to a criminal 
enterprise; but have not exercised any the least permanent 
influence on the bulk of the nation. But the great and essen- 
tial point for this European and Asiatic Empire, — the seat of 
a progressive enlightenment, — as well as for the rest of Europe, 
is still this — that this enlightenment, which is the basis on 
w*^hich this empire is founded, should never take an irreligious 
course, but should ever maintain a decidedly religious cha- 
racter. And in this respect more than any other, a generous 
monarch* who became great in the school of adversity, must 
be considered as the second founder of Russian greatness, 
because he has stamped on this empite a strong, permanent 
religious impress. I do not allude here of course to any 
fanatic measure of coercion, but to the moral influence of re* 
* The late Emperor Alexander. 
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ligion — to its firm establkhmeiit as the general principle of 
European government in the present times. 

The principle of illuminism, when properly conceived, has 
nothing at all reprehensible in itself, or at variance with the 
Christian religion. In the same way that Christianity, if not 
only its dogmas w'ere developed, hot its general infioence 
extended, and made triumphant in the world, would suoii 
supplant the existing human reformation, and he the true, 
the divine reformation of mankind, of the world, and even of 
the visible creation; so it is itself the true illumination, 
whereof Holy Writ speaketh : it is that light of eternal light, 
which was in the beginnings and whic-h was the life of men, 
(as the words from the mouth of eternal Truth declare,) and 
in which men are once more to find their life. But to de- 
scend from this lofty idea into the world of historical expe- 
rience, we should carefully distinguish between a true, lasting, 
and vivifying illumination, and a false, mimic, and illusive 
species of enlightenment. One thing is the warm, genial 
light of the sun returning to the new-born spring, or the fresh 
glow of morning after the lengthened night— and another the 
transient glimmer of a bonfire, which after exciting a false 
alarm, sinks rapidly again into darkness. One thing is the 
solitary midnight lamp of silent meditation — and another the 
lightning which flashes athwart the gloomy heavens, or the 
dark lantern of the murderer stealing Ins way along in the 
night, or the torchlight in the robbers’ cave, where the spoil 
is divided, and new misdeeds are concerted. 

For all these various significations of true and fiilse illumi- 
nation, the eighteenth century in its real or pretended 
enlightenment may furnish us with historical proof?. Thus 
without misapprehending or disowning that true and divine 
light visible even in the progress of science, or without reject- 
ing or contracting in too narrow bounds the salutary and 
necessary light of human reason, still we must be careM to 
distinguish from the former the light which is illusive or 
changeable, as well as that which is spurious, and counter- 
feited by the powers of darkness. 

In this consists the sign of a false enlightenment — if not 
merely in its origin, and in its outw^ard effects, but in own 
nature as well as undeviating course, it retains a negative 
character, and is therefore hollow and superficial. But aoj 
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ivstem wliicli Is origloallj destitute of a firm and solid foun* 
datiori maj easilj" be driven into an irregular and devious, 
and ultimately into a most fatal, course. This is, in short, the 
essential distinction observable in the progress of a genuine 
and a spurious species of enlightenment. This illuminism 
exercised so general an influence in the eighteenth century 
on church ami state, on science and on social life, on the re- 
lations of policy and the course of public events, that even 
Spain and the Papal territories were not exempt from its 
influence — an influence which was perceptibie, on the one 
hand, in many useful reforms in the internal administration 
of those states— and on the other hand, in the expulsion of 
the Jesuits, which was first commenced by Portugal and 
Spain, and to which the jealousy of other religious orders 
had contributed. But the whole transaction must be ascribed 
to a destructive party of iliuminati, that had secretly grown 
up in those countries, and now expanded to public view, and 
appeared in full power. To such a party those religious 
orders which had fallen into a state of real degeneracy, inac- 
tivity, and ignorance, so far from being objects of hatred, 
were exceedingly welcome for the promotion of their secret 
views. But not so an order w'hich was distinguished for its 
zeal and activity, its devotion to the interests of the church, 
its scientific acquirements, and knowdedge of the world. A 
critical inquiry into the truth or falsehood of the several 
charges and accusations against the Jesuits must be reserved 
to a special history of those countries I have named, or to a 
particular history of the order. But their expulsion is here 
mentioned, as it is a very characteristic circumstance in the 
history of that age of pretended illumination. It may be 
generally thought that the determination which Pope Ganga- 
nelli at last came to for the suppression of the order was 
extorted from him by the overruling influence of the secular 
powers. But if such a supposition be really admissible, it is 
evident, on the other hand, that the restoration of the order 
was effected by the virtuous Pontiff who ruled the church in 
the late period of oppression, at the very moment when the 
iron yoke of military despotism weighed heaviest on the 
nations of Europe. 

The true progress of Christian enlightenment in the pur- 
suits of philosophy and science I shall have occasion tc 
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moniioo afterwards# ■■■ The principle of roleratioe, wliicli wm 
solidly established l>y . the German treaty of rcdlgioos peace, 
became an essential element of social ilIttininatioB. By de- 
grees this principle . w^as admitted thronglionl almost all 
Europe — yet we, iimst ohser^e that its atioption cannot be 
determined by one uniform invariable role in all C0isfitries, 
blit that local circamstaiices^ respecting which it is often 
difhcnlt for the distant observer to come to a right jndgmeiity 
mast and ought to . prodiice numerous modiications in the 
application of the principle. That wide toleration which in 
Holland and North America has for a long time incorporated 
into the state a multitude oS petty sects, would not be prac- 
ticable or expedient in other countries. The religious liberty 
which in the Eiissian Empire is extended even to Mahome- 
tans, and to eertain tribes of Buddhists and Pagans, would 
not apply to the circumstances of most other civilised coun- 
tries, There are in the deep-rooted habits of nations, and in 
the constitution of individual states, very peculiar, and often 
apparently singular, circumstances and combinations, which 
no man should judge of hastily, and according to abstmct 
principles, until he has obtained a close, accurate, and deep 
insight into the historical condition and situation of a country. 
Thus while England is intolerant in her constitution at home, 
she gives the fullest latitbde in Canada to the North Ameri- 
can principle of religious freedom; and the whole British 
Empire in India is founded on toleration — that is to say, on 
the principle of governing the Indians according to their own 
laws, manners, customs, and opinions. By this policy the 
English have become almost complete masters of this great 
and fertile country ; and their enlightened rule forms a strong 
contrast to the earlier tyranny of the Mahometans, who hold 
the Indian idolatry in the utmost abhorrence; although that 
idolatry, amid a chaos of errors and fables, contains many 
better and higher vestiges of ancient truth than the mere 
negative and fanatic superstition of Mahomet. Even the 
French, when they had a firni footing in India, committed 
a capital fault in forming alliances more with the Maho- 
metans than with the native Indian powers. 

In Europe, Norway alone, among the Protestant states, 
has maintained down to our times law^s of severe exclusion 
against every religion differing from the established one — an 
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exclusion which extends as well to Jews as to Catholics; 
while Spain and Portugal only, among Catholic countries, 
offer an example of similar intolerance. To abolish suddenly, 
without urgent and overpowering reasons, or some new histo- 
rical emergency, laws which have thus grown out of the 
general circumstances of a country, which have existed for 
ages, and have taken deep root in the manners and habits of 
life, provokes suspicion, and may occasion danger. But we 
must not suppose that a severe and exclusive system of 
legislation, like that existing in Spain, can always counteract 
the occult and far more dangerous opposition of secret sects 
and societies. This might be proved, or rendered probable, 
by many facts in the history of those countries during the 
eighteenth century. In Italy this rigid and exclusive legis- 
lation was never carried to the same unqualihed extent 
Intolerance there never extended to the Jews, nor to the 
Greek schismatics, and in recent times it does not, as 
formerly, affect the Protestants. In Germany, toleration 
was legally established by the treaty of Westphalia, and 
there the cause of toleration stood in no need of the modern 
principle of illuminism — the all-stirring and animating prin- 
eiple of the eighteenth century. But here illuminism in its 
first negative period was directed against prejudices and 
abuses of another kind. In certain Protestant countries in 
the north of Germany, this period of illumination dates from 
the abolition of trials for witchcraft And against so modest 
a beginning not the slightest objection could be urged ; for 
in general the criminal law which the later and already 
degenerate middle age bequeathed to modern times afforded 
ample scope for amelioration, and contained many barbarous 
edicts that deserved to be abolished. The use of torture, 
and of unchristian and excruciating modes of execution, were 
next the objects of reform. The total abolition of capital 
punishment, which this legal reform soon aimed at in its 
ulterior progress, the experience of mankind has not yet 
found to be either possible or practicable. Who will be 
disposed to deny that the many abuses which were now 
corrected, and the many vulgar prejudices w^hich were re- 
futed or done away with, w^ere, especially at the outset, in a 
great measure such as w^ere truly deserving of that name, 
and that very many of those reforms were useful and neces- 
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sary, Just and wliolesome? It appears, however, sinurtiriiies^ 
that barbarous, abuses thus hastily and I’lri^cipifately wmawd 
soon re-appear, under other forms and ilenttmiiiaticuH, 'Fliis 
may easily be the case,. . where those nsiffiil and i!C‘C*t'SMiry 
reforms are eonhned to the outward surface, and do not 
penetrate to the roots and. internal essence of I‘t k 

worthy of remark,, that .in. the absence of scdid and |Ki.dtive 
principles, the mere removal of abuses — a mere negative 
course of conduct — will never alone attain iln* tlc>irfd end, 
nor is it in itself always safe and certain. Soon a rash arid 
passionate precipitancy will be apparent in ihe conduct of 
affairs^ — the standard and real term of our cxertivms will be 
lost sight of, and things will fall into a ruinous course; and 
such is the character of that period of transition from the 
age of ilkiminism to the time of the Frcneli Ilcrolution. 
Was there a single object, not only in the c|uestions relating 
to humanity, but in the whole department of public life and 
general belief, in religion and in government, wliicli was not 
soon regarded as a prejudice or an almse ? 

In Germany, wdien the Empress Maria Theresa ascended 
the imperial throne, the long-establishcii |H’aec of the empire, 
which it had once cost such efforts to secure ami preserve, 
appeared to the new school of philosophy a ridiculous pre- 
judice of unenlightened pedantic burghers of state. But 
fifty years afterwards, during the atheistic and revolutionary 
period of the French philosophy, immediately prior to tlie 
French Revolution, as well as at its eommeneciiienl, Chris- 
tianity, and in fact all religion, was considemi as a imwe 
prejudice of the infancy of the liimian mind, totally ilestitute 
of foundation in truth, and no longer adapted to the spirit of 
the age; monarchy and the whole civilisation of iiiocleni 
Europe as abuses no longer to be tolerated- It W’as only 
when men had reached this extreme terra of the‘r boa»leti 
enlightenment that a re-action took place. But prior to 
this, towards the middle of the eighteenth century, and in 
the ten years immediately subsequent, the spirit of the age 
bore all before it in its irresistible progress. As in ancient 
times monarchs had competed for the title of Most Christian 
or 'Most Catholic, so now the potentates pre-eminent for 
power and understanding were flattered by the title of enlight- 
ened. It is not without, a great shock to our feelings we 
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contemplate tlie close intimacy which subsisted between a 
monarch grown grey in the toils of war and thei cares of state, 
a powerful empress of a northern court, and the most de- 
praved champions of French infidelity. With respect to the 
third of those eminent potentates of the age of iilumioism, 
Joseph IL, it has never been denied by those most competent 
to form a correct opinion on this subject, that among the 
various measures and regulations passed in the short reign of 
tliat active emperor, although some are not entitled to the 
same praise, yet many were really adapted to the eyigeocies 
of the age, and have been attended with the most beneficial 
consequences to industry and to mtellectuai caltivation. But 
the serious turn which things afteiwvards took, the universal 
convulsion, and remodelling of ttie w'orld, have long fully 
demonstrated that not one or two only, but many of the most 
active and enlightened sovereigns of that age yielded far toe 
much to the prevailing principles of the time, and followed 
too readily the spirit of that age in its wild, rapid, and all 
destructive career. 

To the many elements of internal ferment already existing 
in France, the imitation of English manners under the regent, 
which was soon succeeded by an imitation of English litera- 
ture and pliilosophy, added a source of equal danger. For to 
maintain within certain prescribed limits this English philo- 
sophy that reduces everything to the experience of sensation, 
the Frencli wanted that sense of equiribrium innate in tiie 
English, and wdiich their constitution had rendered almost 
instinctive to them ; and by means of wdiich in philosophy, 
as in their internal government, and in their relations wiiit 
foreign states, they can keep within bounds; and with them 
a philosophy, how^ever unspiritual and ungodly, does not so 
rapidly rush into a headlong and destructive course as it did 
in France and in Europe during the atheistical and revolu- 
tionary period of literature and science ; for the deadly influ- 
ence of this spirit w'as not confined to France — the land of 
its birth — but spread over every country. This is the im- 
portant and essential distinction between the philosophy of 
Locke or of Hume, for example, w'hich I before designated 
as the protestantism of philosophy, in opposition to the 
thoroughly revolutionary philosophy of French atheism — for 
though the former, by its opposition to ail spirituai Ideas, is of 
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a negiitive character," yet most of its partisans and cliainnions 
contrive to make some sort of capitulation with divine fairly 
and. to, preserve , a kind, of' belief in moral feeling. The 
French philosophy was, in fact, a new pagan id«datry of 
nature, and even the most splendid discoveries of mitural 
science, which might and ought to Imve poin ttnl to a fiigher 
principle, were not contemplated in their true spirit, nor 
employed to proper advantage, but were even inatle tiie 
instruments of a fanatic hostility towards the Deity. Even 
among the comparatively better natural pliilosophers of 
France, materialism was too generally the basis of their 
science, and a sensual entlfusiasin for nature t<io much the 
prevailing tone of their writings. 

The more brilliant the talents which led the way in tliis 
new impious and revolutionary career of the European mind, 
the more generally pernicious was the result. Such was the 
case with that scoffer whose genius could adapt itself to ail 
the forms, moods, and styles of the old French literature, and 
who wielding, as he did, with so masterly a hand the weapon 
of a lawless wit, directed it without intermission during his 
whole life against everything holy and venerable, of what 
nature and kind soever. As those errors are the most 
dangerous which, as containing a portion of truth, carry 
with them a greater power of conviction ; so Rousseau has 
perhaps exercised a more fatal influence than that other spirit, 
who with his mockery polluted all things. We cannot pre- 
cisely term him unchristian— at least, such an epithet cannot 
be applied to him in the same unqualified and universal 
extent ; and when compared with the Atomical philosophy 
and the Atheistical idolatry of nature, his fanatic worship of 
nature will be found of a more spiritual cast. The great 
eloquence of this man entitles him perhaps as clearly to tlie 
first rank among the orators of his nation during the 
eighteenth century, as Bossuet with very different religious 
principles holds in his own age. Eloquence less powerful 
than B iusseau’s could not well have sufficed to draw his 
into ar admiration for that savage equality which he preached 
up — to have excited ifs enthusiasm for tlie state of the Cari- 
bees and the Iroquois, %vhich, looking back with regret to 
man s original happiness in the pure freedom of natr«re, he 
represented; an his .proper: .'destiny, utterly marred as he wm 
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by European civilisation. This was not a mere idle freak of 
imagination, such as any false enchantment of romance might 
display — but Ilousseaii endeavoured to demonstrate, with all 
tfie rigid <!eduetions of mathematical proof, the happy equality 
of tliu savage state ; and, with the most earnest conviction and 
blind fanaticism, his system was applied to the actual relations 
of life. The result was that period of godless freedom — 
fn'edom separated from God and from every divine principle, 
whether of conduct or belief, and which, as usual, was soon 
succeeded by the false unity of a crushing despotism, equally 
hostile to every heavenly and exalted motive of human action. 
But such lias been the frightfully accelerated march of events 
in these latter times, that the former stages of the revolu- 
tionary course in ancient Rome — the attempt of the elder 
Brutus — the establishment of a republic — the wars with the 
rival Carthage — the rapid career of military conquests — and 
the transition to despotism, down to Tiberius or Dioclesian— 
have been here traversed in the short period of scarcely one 
generation. It would be unjust always to term this the 
French Revolution, or to consider it exclusively as such ; it 
was a genera! political malady — an universal epidemic of the 
age. In Holland and Belgium a revolution had previously 
broken out — the Polish Ilevolution occurred about the same 
time; !mt though the Belgian, and more particularly the 
Polish Revolutions, were of a totally different character from 
the French, they still presented to the turbulent spirit of the 
age one example more of political commotion. But North 
America had been to France and the rest of Europe the real 
school and nursery of all these revolutionary principles. Natu- 
ral contagion, or wilful propagation, spread this disorder over 
many other countries ; but France continued to be the centre 
and general focus of re volution- 

Even when the whole power of the revolution had been 
concentrated in the person of a single man, its general march 
was not materially changed. With respect to foreign states 
and countries, the French Revolution produced a protracted 
religious war of twenty-one years; for it was such not only 
from its origin, but from its revolutionary and destructive 
character, and from its fanatic opposition to everything 
holy. There was a fixed principle at the bottom of this 
modern Paganism. It was political idolatry— and it matters 
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little wls at may be tlie' imaiediate object of this idohitry-— 
what the idol of the day, whether a republic and the prodtl^ss 
of reason — the grande nation — or the lust of coiH|iiesf and the 
glory of arms. It is still the same demon of political de- 
struction — the same anti-christian spirit of government, which 
wishes to mislead the age, and control the world. The great 
religious war, which has desolated all Europe, can be finally 
terminated only by a new and general religious peace; but 
the great gulf of perdition to our age is that political 
idolatry, wdiatever shape it may assume — whatever name it 
may bear.. Until that idolatry be abolished, until that abyss 
of ruin be closed up, the hoSse of the Lord, where peace and 
righteousness embrace each other, can never be founded on a 
renovated earth. 


^ mmvMK stjuu 
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LECTURE XVIII. 

On the Gtmeral Spirit of the Age, and on the Universal Eegencration of 
Society, 

I come soon, and will renew all things/^ 

• 

There are, in the history of the eighteenth century, many 
phenomena which occurred so suddenly, so instantaneously, 
so contrary to all expectation, that although on deeper con- 
sideration we may discover their efficient causes in the past, 
in the natural state of things, and in the general situation of 
the world, yet are there many circumstances which prove 
that there was a deliberate, though secret, preparation of 
events, as, infieed, in many instances has been actually de- 
monstrated. I must now say a few w'ords on this secret and 
mysterious branch of illuminisni, and on the progress it made 
during tiie period of its sway, in order to complete the sketch 
of that period, and to shew the influence of this principle, 
both in rc'gard to the origin and general spirit of the revolu- 
tion (which in its fanaticism believed itself a regeneration of 
the world), and in regard to the true restoration of society 
founded on the basis of Christian justice. But there is this 
peculiar circumstance in tins historical inquiry, that those 
who as eye-witnesses could best speak from their personal 
experience, cannot always be considered the most credible 
vouchers ; for we never know, or can know, wdiat their par- 
ticular views and interests may lead them to say or conceal, 
to suppress wholly or in part However, it has so happened, 
that, io the universal convulsion and overthrow of society, 
many things have come to light on this mysterious and eso- 
teric clue in modern history — things which when combined 
together furnish us with a not kicorrect, and a tolerably 
complete, idea of this mighty element of the Revolution, and 
of illuminism both true and false, which has exercised sc 
evident and various an influence on the world. And it is 
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only on siicli liistorical grounds (wliich are quite siilileient 
for our purpose, and can aione be made the niattei of consi- 
deration here), I am at all competent to pronounce an 
opinion on this subject, or, as I should rather say, to give an 
account of this event; and it is from historical sources, re- 
ferences, and facts alone, that the following sketch has been 
taken* 

As to the origin of this esoteric influence, the impartial histo- 
rical inquirer cannot doubt (whatever motives or views some 
may have to deny the fact, or throw doubt on its authenticity) 
that the order of Templars was the channel by which this 
society in its ancient and long-preserved form was introduced 
Into the West. I'he religious Masonic symbols may be ac- 
counted for by the Solomonian tradiuons connected with the 
very foundation of the order of Templars ; and indeed the 
occasion of these symbols may be traced in other passages of 
Holy Writ, and in other parts of sacred history, and they 
may very well admit of a Christian inter])retatiom Traces 
of these symbols may be found in the monuments of the old 
German architecture of the middle age. Any secret spiritual 
association, however, diffused at once among Christians and 
Mahometans, cannot be of a very Christian nature*, nor long 
continue so. Nay, the very idea of an esoteric society for 
the propagation of any secret doctrines is not compatible 
with the very principle of Christianity itself; for Christianity 
is a divine mystery, which, according to the intention of its 
divine Founder, lies open to all, and is daily exposed on 
every altar. For this reason, in a Revelation imparted to all 
alike, there can be no secrecy, as in the Pagan mysteries, 
where, by the side of the popular mythology and the public 
religion of the state, certain esoteric doctrines were incul- 
cated to the initiated only* This would be to constitute a 
church within a church — a measure to be as little tolerated 
or justified as an imperium in imperio ; and in an age where 
worldly interests and public or secret views of policy have 
far greater ascendancy than religious opinions or sentiments, 
such a secret parasitical church would unquestionably, as 
experience has already proved, be very soon transformed into 
a secret directory for political changes and revolutions* That 
in this society the unchristian principles of a negative illu- 
minism, veiled as they often were in sentiments of universal 
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pliilantliropy, were of a date tolerably modern, all liistorica! 
analogies would lead us to suppose. On the other hand, the 
Christian opinions which survived in this order (though in 
our times, amid the innumerable factions which have agi- 
tated tiiis society by their contests, the adherents to Christian 
principles form a small minority of its members) — the Christian 
opinions surviving in this order partook, conformably to the 
historical origin I have assigned, more of an oriental and 
Gnostic character. The great, m at least not inconsiderable, 
influence which this society exercises in politics, we may 
discover in those revolutions which, after having convulsed 
our quarter of the globe, have foiled onw'ards to the new 
world, w’here the two principal revolutionary factions in one 
of those South American states, whose troubles are not yet 
terminate<i, are called the Scots and the Yorkists, from the 
tw'o parties which divide the English Masonic lodges. Who 
does not know, or who does not remember, that the ruler of 
the world in the period just passed made use of this vehicle 
in all the countries he conquered, to delude and deceive the 
nations with false hopes ? And on this account he was styled 
l>y his partisans the man of his age, and, in fact, he was a 
slave to the spirit of his age. A society from whose bosom, 
as from tlie secret laboratory of Revolution, the Illumines, 
the Jacobins, and the Carbonari have successively pro- 
ceeded, cannot possibly be termed, or be in fact, very benefi- 
cial to mankind, politically sound, or truly Christian in its 
views and tendency. Still 1 must here observe, that it has 
been the fate of the oldest ot an secret societies, that its ve- 
nerable forms, wdiich are knowm to all the initiated, should 
serve as a cloak to every new conspiracy. In the next place, 
we must not forget that this order itself appears to be split 
and divided into a multitude of different sects and factions; 
and that on this account we must not suppose that ail those 
fearful aberrations and wd Id excesses of impiety, all those 
openly destructive or secretly undermining principles of re- 
volution, were universally approved of by this society. On 
the contrary, such a supposition would be utterly false, or at 
least very exaggerated. The mere hotice of all the highly 
estimable characters, mistaken but on this point — of most 
distinguished and illustrious personages in the eighteenth 
century, members of this association -—-would suffice to annul, 
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or at least materially modify j, this sweeping censure. From 
many indications^ we may consider it certain, or at least ex- 
tremely probable, that in no country did this esoteric society 
so well harmonise with the state and the whole established 
order of things as in that country where all the cuntiicting 
elements of morals and society are brought into a sort of 
strange and artificial equipoise— I mean, England. If now 
we turn our view to the .continent of Europe, atid even to 
those countries which were the chief theatre of thc^ revolu- 
tion, we shall see that there, among many other factions, a 
Christian party had sprung up in this society — a party 
'which, though it formed bp very small minority in point of 
numbers, possessed, by its profoiinder doctrines and the in- 
teresting fragments of ancient tradition it had preserved, a 
great moral ascendancy ; and this, many historieal facts, and 
many written documents, which have since obtained publi- 
city, place beyond the shadow of a doubt. Instead of bring- 
ing forward the names of some German writers less generally 
known, I prefer to allege, in confirmation of what I have 
said, the example of a French writer, who well denotes the 
internal and more hidden character of the revolution. The 
Christian theosophist, St Martin, who was a disciple of this 
school, stands in his age quite apart from the other organs of 
the then prevailing atheistical philosophy. He was, however, 
a most decided revolutionist (but a disinterested fanatic, 
guided entirely in his conduct by high and moral motives), 
from bis utter contempt and abhorrence for the whole moral 
and political system of Europe, as it then stood — a contempt 
in which, if we cannot entirely agree with him, we cannot in 
many instances withhold from him at least a sort of negative 
approbation ; and, secondly, he was a revolutionist by his 
enthusiastic hope of a complete Christian regeneration of 
society, conceived indeed according to his own views, or the 
views of his party. Among the French writers of the resto- 
ration, none have so thoroughly understood this remarkable 
philosopher, and so well known how to appreciate him in all 
the depths of his errors, as well as in the many excellent 
things which his writifigs contain, and to apply to him tlie 
uece^^sary corrections, as Count Maistre. 

This secret clue in the history of the revolution must not 
be overlooked, if we 'would wish to form a due estimate 
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its ■•■■diameter; for it ■greatly ■contributed to the illusion' .ot 
Hiany^ by . no, means iil4ntentione,d, 'persons, who saw% ' or 
wished to see, in the revolution but the inevitable, neces- 
'■sarjv •though ■ill its origin harsh- and severe, regeneration of 
Christian states and nations, then so 'widely gone off from 
their original destination. This illusive notion of a false re- 
storation of society was particularly preV'alent during the 
imperial sway of that extraordinary man, whose • true biogra- 
phy — I mean, the high moral law of hh destiny, or the theo- 
logical key to his life — seems still to exceed the critical 
powers of our age. Seven years were allotted him for the 
growth of his power — for fourteen years the world was de- 
livered over into his hands ; and seven years were left him 
for solitary refleetion, the hrst of which he misemployed in 
embi'oiling the world anew. On the use he made of the ex- 
traordinary power that had been imparted to him — of that 
formidable dominion wdiich had fallen to his lot, history has 
long pronounced her sentence. Never is such power per- 
mitted but in the period of, and with a view to, some 
awful reckoning, and a still more fearful probation of man- 
kind. But if his restoration^ — that is to say, the restoration 
which his infatuated partisans attributed to him — was most 
certainly a false one, the question naturally occurs, whether 
tile restoration attempted by his successors has been perfectly 
sound, or at least quite complete; and what may be the de- 
fects in the new system, and how they may be supplied? 

A mere treaty of territorial arrangements could not and 
can never constitute a great religious and international paci- 
iieation for the whole of Europe. The re-estabiishment of 
subverted thrones — the restoration of exiled sovereigns and 
dynasties, will not in themselves have any security nor per- 
manence, unless based on moral principles and maxims. 
After the severe unexpected lesson again indicted on Europe, 
religion was at last made the basis of European policy ; and 
we must not make it a matter of reproach that this principle 
still retained so indefinite a character; for this was necessary 
at the beginning at least, in order to remove any misconcep- 
tion, or any possible suspicion of interested views. And not 
only doth the stability and future existence of the wdiole 
Christian and civilised world depend on this bond of religi- 
ous confederacy — wnicli we can onlv hooe may be ever more 
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and more firmly knit— but e^ery crreat power in prirtleiilar k 
more especially called upon to take a part therein. I’hat the 
moral strength and stability of the Russian ernihre mainly 
depends on religion — that every departure from its sacred 
spirit must have the most fatal effects on its wfiole system, 
has already been declared by her late monarch, distinguished 
alike in adverse and in prosperous fortune, an axiom of state- 
policy, and* can scarcely ever be again forgotten. But in 
that country, where the elements of Protestantism (to use 
that word in its most comprehensive signiffcation) obtained 
such weight in the outset of its literary rtffnemeiit, and are 
so incorporated with the wliole political system of the state, 
the toleration extended to every form of worship should not 
be withheld from that church, which is the mother-church of 
the rest of Europe, and of Poland inclusively nor should 
the religious liberty of individuals be in that respect at ail 
restricted. 

It is equally evident that in that country of Europe where 
monarchy has been restored, the restoration of religion must 
go hand in hand with that of monarchy, and that the latter 
would lose ail security were the former removed. In the 
pacific monarchy, t unchangeably attached as she is to her 
ancient principles, religion has ever been, more than any 
other principle, the recognised basis of her existence. As to 
the fifthj Gernianico-European monarchy recently ereate<l, 
the solid maintenance of religion is the only means to allay 
the disquiet incident to such a state, and to secure its future 
existence. Any act of even indirect hostility towards the 
Catholic body — ^one half of the nation§ — any infringement 
on the liberty of individuals in that sacred concern— a liberty 
which must be guaranteed not only by the letter of the law, 
but by real, effective, and practical measures — would not 
only be in utter opposition to those religious principles, 
rapidly spreading as they are in all Europe, and particularly 
in Germany, but would violate and render insecure the great 
fundamental and long-established principle of toleration, as 

♦ What a melancholy fofehoding is contained in these words 1 — Tmm. 

f Austria. t Russia. 

§ Schlegel here conveys an indirect censure on tlie Prussian govern- 
ment, for some acts of an mtolemnt nature towards its Catholic subjects. 
— IVans. 
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has^ liitlierto .been aeknowledged. It is only in England 
that Anglicanism has raised her doubts as to the utility of a 
religions fraternity among the Christian states and nations — 
doubts wiiich are connected with the still exclusively Protes- 
tant character of the English constitution, and which on 
many occasions may lead England to a sort of schismatica! 
rupture with the rest of Europe* On several occasions we 
must contemplate with re^gret how that mighty England, in 
the eighteenth century so brilliant and so powerful by the 
sway she exerted over the whole European mind, no longer 
seems to feel herself at noma in the nineteen th century, nor 
to know where to find her place fii the new order of things. 

But as respects Europe at large, the maxims and principles 
of liberalism are only a partial return to the revolution — 
they can have no other tendency but to revolution. Libe- 
ralism will never obtain a majority among the well-thinking 
persons of any of the European states, except by some gross 
error — some singular degeneracy in that party, which really 
does not constitute a party, and ought not to be called such 
—I mean, the men who in politics are attached to monarchy, 
and in religion to Christianity. 

The mere principle of a mechanical balance of power to 
serve as a negative check on dvergrown dominion— a system 
which emanated from England, and was in the eighteenth 
century universally received — -has ceased to be applicable or 
to be of service to the existing state of things in Europe ; for 
ail the remedies which it can offer tend only to aggravate the 
evil when it has once occurred. In religion alone are to 
be found the remedies and the safeguards, the emancipation 
and consolidation, of the whole civilised world, as well as of 
every particular state. The most imminent danger to our 
age, and the possible abuse of religion itself, are the excesses 
' of the absolute. Great is the danger when, in a vindictive 
spirit of reaction, a revolutionary conduct is adopted by the 
party of legitimacy ; when passion itself is consecrated into a 
maxim of reason, and held up as the only valid and just mode 
of proceeding; and when the sacredness of religion itself is 
hawked about as some fashionabie*opinion ; as if the world- 
redeeming power of faith and truth consisted in the mere 
dead letter and in the recited formula. True life can spring 
only from the vivifying spirit of eternal truth. In science. 
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the absolute is the abyss which swallows up the living 
and leaves behind only the hollow idea and the dead idramhu 
In the political world, the absolute in conduct and spc'culation 
is that false spirit of time, opposed to all good and to the 
fulness of divine 'truth, which in a great measure rules the 
world, and may entirely rule it, and lead it for ever to its 
final ruin. As errors would not be dangerous or deceptive, 
and would have iittie effect, unless tiiey contained a portion 
or appearance of truth, this false spirit of time, which suc- 
cessively assumes all forms of destruction since it has aban- 
doned the path of eternal truth, consists in this : it withdraws 
particular facts from theii^ historical connexion, and holds 
them up as the centre and term of a system, without any 
limitation, and without any regard to historical circumstances. 
The true foundation, and the right term of things, in the 
history of society as in the lives of individuals, cannot be 
thus severed from their historical connexion and their place 
in the natural order of events. In any speculation or enter- 
prise conducted by this passionate spirit of exaggeration, the 
living spirit must evaporate, and only the dead and deadening 
formula survive. What idols may successively be worship- 
ped by the changing spint of time, which easily bounds from 
one extreme to another, cannot be determined beforehand. 
It is even possible that for awhile eternal truth itself may be 
profaned and perverted to such an idol of the day — I mean, 
the counterfeit form of truth ; for the spirit of time, however 
it may assume the garb, can never attain the inward essence 
and living energy of truth. Whatever may be the alternate 
idol, and the reigning object of its worship, or of its passion- 
ate rhetoric, it still remains essentially the same — that is to 
say^ the absolute, alike deadening to intellect and destructive 
to life. In science, the absolute is the idol of vain and 
empty systems, of dead and abstract reason. 

The Christian faith has the living God and his revelation 
for its object, and is itself that revelation ; hence every doc- 
trine taken from this source is something real and positive. 
The defence of truth against error will then only be attended 
with permanent success *when the divine doctrine, in what- 
ever department it may be, is represented with intellectual 
energy as a living principle, and at the same time placed in 
its historical connexion with a due regard to every other his* 
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loriea! iTaiity. This caliBj lustorieal Judgment of things— , 
this acute insight into subjects,' whether they, be real facts o,r 
intcslectiuil phenomena — is the inrariabie eonconiitant of 
truth, ami the indispensable condition to the full knowledge 
of truth. This is the more so, indeed, as religion, which 
forms the basis of all truth and of all knowledge, naturally 
traces with attentive eye the mysterious clue of divine Pro- 
vidence atnl divine permission through the long labyi'inth of 
human errors arid human follies, be they of a practical or a 
speculative nature. Error, on the other hand, is always un» 
historical; the spirit of time almost always passionate; and 
both consequently untrue. Tlicp conflict against error can- 
not be brought to a prompter and more successful issue than 
by separating, in every system of moral and speculative error» 
and according to the standard of divine truth, the absolute, 
which is the basis of such systems, into its two component 
jiarts of truth and falsehood. For wdien we acknowledge 
and point out the truth to be found in those systems, there 
only remains error, whose inanity it requires little labour, 
little cost of talent or time, to expose and make evident to 
every eye. But in real life the struggle of parties often 
ceases to be purely intellectual— their physical energy is 
displayed in violent commotions ; and in proportion as ail 
parties become absolute, so their struggle becomes one of 
violent and mutual destruction— a circumstance which most 
fatally impedes the great work of religious regeneration — > 
the mighty problem of our age, which, so far from being 
brought to a satisfactory termination, is not yet even solved. 
In this respect it is no doubt a critical fact, that in certain 
quarters of European life, nay, even in some entire countries, 
parties and governments should be more and more carried 
away by the spirit of absolatism. For this is not a question 
of names, and it is very evident that not those parties which 
are called, or call themselves, absolute, are the most so in 
reality ; since now, as in all periods of violent party struggles, 
a whimsical mistake in names, a great disorder of ideas, and 
a Babel coriffusion of tongues, occur even in those languages 
otherwise distinguished for their el^rness and precision. 

Fixedness of principle, consistency in reasoning, firmness 
of character^ and the severe dogmatic precision of faith, as 
these are the qualities which form the best test of man ia 
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the inter course of life, so they ought by no means to be eon- 
founded with absolutism either in conduct or speculation ; 
for all these qualities are very compatible with the calm his- 
torical judgment of things, and a conscientious regard for all 
historical circumstances. Among the French writers of re- 
cent times who have devoted themselves to the task of the 
religious regeneration of the public mind, no one possesses 
the above-named qualities in a higher or in so remarkable a 
degree as Count Maistre; and yet of all the writers of this 
class he is the least open to the charge of promoting a pas- 
sionate spirit of reaction; and in my own opinion he must be 
entirely acquitted of such cn imputation. Some more rhe- 
torical defenders, however, of religion in France cannot cer- 
tainly be entirely absolved from the charge of favouring this 
absolute and exaggerated spirit of reaction ; and so they un- 
questionably, even more than their opponents, injure the 
cause which they wish to defend. But many imputations of 
this sort, wdiich party spirit has alleged, are entirely without 
foundation ; as, when the opposition in the country I speak 
of extends to the government, and to all the dilferent minis- 
tries since the restoration, the charge of political absolutism 
and of a spirit of reaction ; every one must clearly see that 
no cause has really been given for such imputations. And 
that in a country where the most hostile parties and all con- 
ceivable opinions are tolerated, a small number of Jesuits 
should partake of the general toleration, is a circumstance 
that can excite blame, jealousy, and hypocritical alarm only 
in the breasts of men animated by the unjust and vindictive 
spirit of faction. To the distant and impartial observer, the 
greatest and most imminent danger to France appears to be 
a relapse to revolution by means of liberalism.* 

The dogmatic decision and definiteness of Catholic faith 
on the one hand, and the firmly rooted private convictions of 
Protestantism on the other, are very compatible with an his- 
torical judgment of historical events. Difficult as this may 
appear to the absolute spirit of our age, it is this very his- 
torical impartiality which must prepare the way for the 
complete triumph of tsmth and the consummate glory of 
Christianity. And it is in this consists the great distinction 

♦This was spoken exactly t^'O years before the French Revolution ol 
iialy 18iJ0 . — Trans 
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{>^*tween true toleration and the fata! indifferentism of o«r 
age asui of the age inimediateiy preceding. True toleration 
is fouiided on the humble and consequently religious princi- 
ple and firm hope, that while one leaves in quiet what hae 
already an historical existence, (?od will conduct and arrange 
all things^ and bring them to their appointed end. This is. 
widely remote from tliat pretended equality of all religions, 
provided they inculcate but a good .morality- — a system 
which strikes at the root of all religion. Intolerance, on the 
other hand, is grounded in the proud, and therefore impious, 
opinion, that it can mould all things to what it fancies they 
ought to be, without any regard to the limits of human w’eak- 
ness; and without reflecting that w'hat is put down by out- 
ward force not unfrequently grows up in secretin an altered 
though still more dangerous form. Of this truth it would 
not be difficult to adduce many historical proofs. 

In the absolute spirit of our age, and in the absolute cha- 
racter of its factions, there is a deep-rooted intellectual pride, 
which is not so much personal or individual, as social, for it 
refers to the historical destiny of mankind, and of this age in 
particular. Actuated by this pride, a spirit exalted by moral 
energy, or invested with external power, fancies it can give a 
real existence to that which can only be the work of God ; 
as from him alone proceed all those mighty and real regenera- 
tions of the world, among which Christianity^a revolution 
in the high and divine sense of the word — occupies the first 
place; and in these plastic moments, every thing is possible 
that man can wdsh or dare to hope, if in what he adds on his 
own part, he mars not much rn what the bounteous tnonarch 
of the universe, from the overflowings of his ineffable love, 
outpours upon his earth. For the last three hundred years 
this human pride has been at work — a pride that wishes to 
originate events, instead of humbly awaiting them, and of 
resting contented with the place assigned to it among those 
events, and of making the best and most charitable use of 
those circumstances which Providence h^ decreed. 

What I said before with regard to the Reformation may 
be equally applied to the principle afid period of Illuminisru. 
The idea itself is perfectly blameless, and it is unfair to pro- 
nounce on it an indiscriminate censure, and to treat it as an 
unqualified abuse. It was indeed but a very small portion of 

2h 
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tliisiliuminism of the" eighteenth century that was really de- 
rived from the truths of Christianity and the pure light of 
ilevelatiom ' The rest 'was the mere work of man, con- 
sequently vain and empty, or at least defective, corrupt in 
parts, and, on the whole, destitute of a solid foundation, and 
therefore devoid of all permanent strength and duratioiu 

But when once, after the complete victory of truth, the 
divine Reformation shall appear, then that imman Re- 
formation, which till now hath existed, will sink to the 
ground, and disappear from the world. Then by the universal 
triumph of Christianity, and the thorough religious regenera- 
tion of the age, of the world, ^nd of governments themselves, 
will dawn the era of a true Christian Illuminmn. This period 
is not perhaps so remote from our own as the natural indo- 
lence of the human mind, which after every great occurrence 
loves to sink again into the death-sleep of ordinary life, would 
be disposed to believe. Yet must this exalted religious hope, 
this high historical expectation, be coupled wdtli great 
apprehension, as to the full display of divine justice in the 
world. For how is such a religious regeneration possible, 
until every species, form, and denomination of political idol- 
atry be eradicated, and entirely extirpated from the earth ? 

Never was there a period that pointed so strongly, so 
clearly, so generally towards the future, as our own. On 
this account we should endeavour clearly and accurately to 
distinguish between what, on the one hand, man may by slow, 
progressive, but unwearied exertions — by the pacific adjust- 
ment of all disputed points — and by the cultivation of his 
intellectual qualities, contribute towards the great work of 
the religious regeneration of government and science — ^and 
what, on the other hand, he should look for in silent awe from 
a higher Providence — from the new creative fiat of a last 
period of consummation, unable as he is to produce or call it 
forth. We are directed much more towards the future than 
towards the past; — but in order to comprehend in all its 
magnitude the problem of our age, it suffieeth not that we 
should seek this social regeneration in the eighteenth century 
— an age in no respect entitled to praise — or in the reign of 
Lewis the Fourteenth, and his times of false national glory* 
The birth of Christianity must be the great point of survey 
to which we must recur, not to bring back or counterfeit the 
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forms of ages past, which .are no longer applicable to our 
own ; but clearly to examine %vihat has reiBained incomplete, 
what has not yet been attained* For unc|uestiooably, all 
that has been neglected in the earlier periods and stages of 
Christian civilisation must be made good in this true, con- 
summate regeneration of society* If truth is to obtain a eorii- 
piete Tictory — if Christianity is really to triumph on the 
earth— then must the state become Christian, and science 
become Christian. But these tt¥0 objects have never been 
generally, nor completely realised ; although during the 
many ages mankind have been Christian, they have struggled 
for the attainment of both, and though this political struggle 
and this intellectual aspiration form the purport of modern 
history. The Roman empire, even after the true religion 
had become predominant, was too thoroughly and radically 
corrupt, ever to form a truly Christian state. The sound, 
unvitiated natural energy of the Germanic nations seemed 
far better fitted for such a destiny, after they had received 
from Christianity a high religious consecration for this pur- 
pose. There was, if we may so speak, in the interior of each 
state, as well as in the general system of Christendom, a 
most magnificent foundation laid for a truly Christian striie- 
ture of government But this groundwork remained unfi- 
nished, after the internal divisions in the state, then the divi- 
sions between church and state, and lastly the divisions in the 
church and in religion itself, had interrupted the successful 
beginnings of a most glorious work* 

The ecclesiastical writers of the first ages furnish a solid 
foundation for all the future labours of Christian science ; 
but their science does not comprehend all the branches of 
human knowledge. In the middle age, undoubtedly, this 
foundation of a Christian science, laid down by the early 
fathers, was slowly prosecuted and in detail ; but on the 
whole, many hurtful influences of the time had reduced 
science and speculation to a very low ebb, when suddenly in 
the fifteenth century all the literary treasures of ancient 
Greece, and all the new discoveries in geography and physics, 
were offered to philosophy. Scarcely had philosoptiy begun 
to examine these mighty stores of ancient and modern science, 
in order to give them a Christian form, and to appropriate 
them to the use of religion and modern society, when the 

2n2 
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vorld again broke out into disputes ; and tliis noble begin- 
ning of a Christian philosophy was interrupted, and has since 
remained an unfinished fragment for a later and a happier 
period. Such, then, is the twofold problem of a real and 
complete regeneration which our ago is called upon to soha; ; 
— on one hand, the further extension of Christian govern- 
ment, and of Catholic principles of legislation, in opposition 
to the revolutionary spirit of the age, and to the anti-Christian 
principle of government hitherto so exclusively prevalent; 
and on the other hand, the establishment of a Christian philo- 
sophy, or Catholic science. As I before characterised the 
political spirit of the eighteenth century by the term Pro- 
testantism of state (taking that word in a purely philosophic 
sense, and not as a religious designation), a system which 
found its one main support in an old Catholic empire;^ and 
as I characterised the intellectual spirit of the same age by 
the term Protestantism of science, a science whic?h made the 
greatest progress and exerted the widest infiuenee in another f 
great Catholic country ; systems in which nothing irreligious 
was originally intended, but which became so by their too 
exclusive or negative bearing: so I may here permit myself 
to say, in like manner, that the destiny of this age, the 
peculiar want of the nineteenth century, is the establishmen : 
of those Catholic principles of government, and the general 
construction of a Catholic system of science. This expression 
is used in a mere scientific sense, and refers to all that is 
positively and completely religious in thought and feeling. 
In the certain conviction that this cannot be misunderstood 
in an exclusive or polemical sense, I will expressly add, that 
this foundation of Catholic legislation for the future political 
existence of Europe may be laid by one, or more than one, 
non-catholic power ; and that I even cherish the hope, that it 
is our own Germany, one half whereof is Protestant, which 
more than any other country is destined to complete the 
fabric of Catholic science and of a true Christian philosophy 
in all the departments of human knowledge. 

The religious hope of true and complete regeneration of 
the age, by a Christian system of government and a Christian 
system of science, forms the conclusion to this Philosophy of 
History. The bond of a religious union between ail the 
♦ Austria, f France, 
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European slates will be more closely knit, and be more .com*^ 
prehensive, in proportion as each nation advances in tiie work 
of its own religious regeneration, and earefully avoids all 
relapse to the old revolutionary spirit — all worship of the 
false idols of mistaken freedom or illusive glory, and rejects 
every other new form or species of political idolatry. For it 
is the very nature of political idolatry to lead to the mutual 
destruction of parties, and consequently it can never possess 
the elements of stability. 

Philosophy, as it is the vivifying centre of all other sciences, 
must be the principal concern and the highest object of the 
labours of Christian science. »Yet history, which is so closely 
and so variously connected with religion, must by no means 
be forgotten, nor must historical research be separated from 
philosophic speculation. On the contrary, it is the religious 
spirit and views already pervading the combined efforts of 
historical learning and philosophic speculation, that chiefiy 
distinguish this new era of a better intellectual culture, or as 
I should rather express myself, this first stage of a return to 
the great religious restoration. And I may venture to assert 
that ibis spirit, at least in the present century, has become 
ever more and more the prevailing characteristic of German 
science, and on this science, in its relation to the moral wants 
and spiritual calling of the nineteenth century, I have now a 
few observations to make. Like an image reflected in a 
mirror, or like those symptoms which precede and announce 
a crisis in human events, the centre-point of all government, 
or the religious basis of legislation, is sure to be reflected in 
the whole mental culture, or in the most remarkable intel- 
lectual productions of a nation. In England, the equilibrium 
of a constitution that combines in itself so many conflicting 
elements is reflected in its philosophy. The revolutionary 
spirit was prevalent in the French literature of the eighteenth 
century long before it broke out in real life; and the struggle 
is still very animated between the inteiiectuai defenders and 
champions of the monarchical and religious Restoration, and 
of the newly awakened liberal opposition. In like manner, 
as the German people were, andt still are, half Catholic ana 
lialf Protestant, it is religious peace which in all literature, 
and particularly in philosophy, forms the basis of their 
modern intellectual culture. The mere aesthetic part of 
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German letters^ as regards art and poetry, — that artbt-like 
enthusiasm peeuliat to our uation^ — the struggles which con- 
vulsed the infancy of our literature — the successive imitation 
and rejection of the French and English models — the very 
general diffusion of classical learning — the newly enkindleil 
love for oiir native speech, and for the early history of our 
country, and its elder monuments of art — all these are sub- 
jects of minor interest in the European point of view we here 
take, and form but the prelude and introduction to that 
higher German science and philosophy wlu'ch is now- more 
immediately the subject of our inquiries. Historical research 
should never be separated frOm any philosophy, still less 
from the German ; as historical erudition is the most effectual 
counterpoise to that absolute spirit, so prevalent in German 
science and German speculation. 

Art and poetry constitute that department of intellect 
wdierein every nation should mostly follow the impulse of its 
own spirit, its own feelings, and its own turn of fancy ; and 
we must regard it as an exception when the poetry of any 
particular nation (such, for instance, as that of the English 
at the present day) is felt and received by other nations as 
an European poetry. On the other hand, history is a sort of 
intellectual common open to all European nations. The 
English, who in this department were ever so active and dis- 
tinguished, have, in very recent times, produced works on 
their own national history which really merit the name of 
classical monuments of the new religious restoration. Science 
in general, and philosophy in particular, should never be ex- 
clusive or national— should never be called English or Ger- 
man — but should be genera! and European. And if this is 
not so entirely the case as in the nature of things it ought to 
be, w'e must ascribe it to the defects of particular forms. Of 
this truth the example of the French language may convince 
us; for no one will deny the metaphysical profundity of 
Count Maistre, or the dialectic perspicacity of the Viscount 
De Bonald, Although those absolute principles which ap- 
pear to characterise the European nations at this time have 
Tuuch less influence on reaHife and on the social relations in 
Germany than in any other country ; yet the false spirit of 
the absolute seems to be quite native to German science an(i 
philosophy, and for a long period has been the principal 
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catise which has cramped the' reiigioits spirit and feelings so- 
natural to the German character, or at least' has given them a 
false direetiom 

With regard to religious opinions, Protestantism in Germany 
has not been split into a nuiltitude of new, various, and jar- 
ring sects, as in other countries, such as England, Holiatid, 
and North America, where it was- exclusively or for the most 
part predominant; for even the Hernhutters were not pro- 
perly a seel. It is only very recently the Pietists have formed 
themselves into a party opposed to the Eationalists- -but their 
doctrines are not sufficiently precise and determinate to con • 
stitute them a sect, according 4o the proper signification of 
that word. Pietism consists rather in a deep, though vague, 
sentiment of religion, and in a fusion of various and opposite 
religious views and doctrines. Undoubtedl j this moral fusion of 
opinions, as well as that outward complication of the interests 
and doctrines of Catholicism and Protestantism, and of so many 
private views in matters of religion, produced many wild and 
fanciful abortions peculiar to the age ; many pure idiosyncra- 
sies among the Protestants, whether they made half advances 
towards the Catholic church, or pursued the opposite path of 
absolute individualism ; or among the Catholics still more 
monstrous amalgamations — Protestant or semi-Protestant 
innovations in doctrine aimed at by individuals— innovations 
which originated in the principles of Illuminism, and were 
countenanced by the well-known policy of certain sovereigns. 
Much' as we may feel disposed, or are even bound, to oppose 
with all our might such moral abortions, when the question 
regards tiieir practical operation — yet I do not tidnk we 
ought to pronounce an absolutely unfavourable judgment on 
their general intellectual tendency. The real primary evil of 
the eighteenth century — an utter indifference for all religious 
doctrines and concerns, — the dangerous spirit of complete 
indifferentisra, from whose contagion many purely Catholic 
countries did not escape, took less strong hold in Germany 
and obtained less genera! diffusion, than in any other country. 
A deep, indelible religious feeling still continued to charaC' 
terise the German nation, and to give a tone to its philoso- 
phical speculations. We should not pay too much attention 
to some transient and partial paradoxes ; — I well recollect the 
words of an old, very experienced, pious, and ejilightened 
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ocelesiaslic, wlio well niulerstoofi tlie Gennaii eliaraetfTs aiul 
wIjo used to say, w,e don’t give a religion to the Ger- 
mans, they will make one out for themselves.” 

Even in the greatest errors of their philosophy, a certain 
religious bearing and tendency can easily be pointetl out. 
However, in a country like Germany, where religious «>piniona 
and interests are so various and so intermixed, a long time 
must elapse before a profound philosophy, which would 
satisfy these yearnings of religious desire, can attain its full 
moral development, or assume a clear outward tangible form. 
If I before said of the English, in reference to the struggle 
going on between the conflicting elements of their govern- 
ment— a struggle which in one form or other every great 
European nation has to settle in its own interior, and to bring 
to a successful issue— that it would appear by many expressions 
in their parliamentary proceedings, from those iti particular 
at the head of affairs, and who are best acquaiiited with them, 
that a secret self-apprehension besets the minds of English 
politicians ; so I may now say of our German nation, among 
whom the conflict lies principally, or more immediately, in 
the sphere of religion and philosophy, that more than all 
other nations the Germans are destitute of self-knowledge and 
of mutual concord ; and the cause of this must be sought for 
in the unfuifilment of their religious and philosophical des- 
tiny, and in the yet unallayed discord between opposite 
elements of faith and various systems of science. 

In the first period of German literature, the Protestants 
had quite the preponderance ; but since then tiie balance, at 
h*ast in science, has been completely restored. I speak hei'e 
of internal religious principles, and not of outward confessions 
of faith, which cannot be made the criterion fora philosophic 
classification- For otherwise, by descending into details, I 
might cite, among the few quite irreligious organs of German 
philosophy, some writers (happily rare exceptions) who be- 
longed to Catholic Germany ; and on the other hand, among 
those foremost and most distinguished in reviving the pure 
Platonic philosophy, and whose profound religious concep- 
tions have given quite aCjhristian form to natural piulosophy 
itself, I might adduce the names of men who were members 
of the Protestant church. Philosophy itself has not to de- 
termine nor to illustrate religious dogmas, nor does it stand 
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in immediate connexion with them. The main point to 
wlaeli I wish to direct attention, and which is necessary to 
rernier philosopliy Christian, is, that an internal harmony or 
unison should be preserved between faith and science; next, 
that the principle of divine revelation should be regarded as 
the basis, not only of theology, but of every otlier science ; 
and lastly, that even nature herself should be studied and 
investigated by this high religious light, and thus made to 
receive from science a new and transparent lustre. The 
modern German philosophy even in its infancy, when it was 
yet pretty closely allied to the English school, and mostly 
started with the same problems (though it gave to these a 
deeper and a wider solution), aimed at this harmony between 
faith and science. It understood both, indeed, in the very 
limited sense of a mere faith of reason and science of reason, 
induenced as it was by the Rationalism then so generally dif- 
fused, not only in Protestant but even in Catholic countries, 
and notably in Catholic Germany. But at the same time 
other profound thinkers sought another and higher foundation 
For philosophy in the idea of revelation— a revelation which 
some understood in a mere genera! and speculative, though 
not irreligious, sense; and others in the Christian sense of 
positive faith and pious feeling. The capital vice of German 
philosophy is the absolute, the philosophic reflection of the 
general vice of the spirit of the age, which exerts an absolute 
influence on life itself— whether this vice of German philo- 
sophy assume the form of the absolute or that of the 
pantheistic naturalism, f or that of absolute reason. J It is 
this which originally gave to the natural philosophy of the 
Germans a false pantheistic direction, for the real materialism 
which has found so many advocates among the French natu- 
ralists has, from the very idea! tendency of tlie German 
mind, experienced little favour in Germany. Yet this foreign 
influence was not of long continuance ; German physics be- 
came deeply imbued with a religious spirit, and the German 

• ScWegel alludes to the philosophy of Fichte, which was an ideal 
subjective Pantheism* « 

t The author here alludes to the philosophy of SchelHng, which was 
more a material and objective Pantheism, not unlike the system of Spino2ii. 

I This last expression contains, I believe, an allusion to the phUosopby 
of He^eL— Tww. 
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natural pliilosopliy is -now in the liaiids of its first represeiita 
tives decidedly Christi'a,n, And, this progress in the great 
work of the religious* regeneration of science I must cjonsider 
as the noblest triumph of genius, for it is precisely io the 
department of physics the problem was the most difficult; 
and all that rich and boundless treasure of new discoveries 
in nature, which are ever better understood when viewed in 
connexion %vith the high truths of religion, must be looked 
upon as the property of Christian science. The various 
systems of philosophic Rationalism, mutually subversive as 
they are of each other, will bill to the ground, and the vulgar 
Rationalism, which is but ^ emanation of the higher, and 
which still prevails in some particular schools, and in man*" 
of the lower walks of German literature, wdil finally dis- 
appear, in proportion as German philosophy becomes imbued 
with the spirit of religion, and German science becomes 
thoroughly Christian, or Catholic. In the firm hope that 
this will certainly happen, I have given publicity to these 
first essays of a philosophy I had long in secret prepared, 
and of wiiich the first part, The Philosophy of Life,*' treats 
of consciousness, or of the inward man; the second, this 
^‘ Philosophy of History/* which 1 now have here brought to 
a close/considers the outward man, or the progress of states 
and nations through all ages of the world. 

That in this progress of mankind, a divine Hand and con- 
ducting Providence are cleaidy discernible ; that earthly and 
visible power has not alone co-operated in this progress, and 
in the opposition which has impeded it, but that the struggle 
has been in part carried on under divine, and against invisible 
might, — is a truth, I trust, which, if not proved to mathe- 
matical evidence (an evidence here neither appropriate nor 
applicable), has stili been substantiated on firm and solid 
grounds. We may conclude our work by a retrospective 
view of society, considered in reference to that invisible 
wmrld and higher region, from which the operations of this 
visible world proceed, in which its great destinies have their 
root, and which is the ultimate and highest term of all itf 
movements. 

Christianity is the emancipation of the human race from 
the bondage of that inimical spirit who denies God, and, as 
far as in him lies, leads ail created intelligences astray. 
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Hence the Scripture styles him, the prince of this world ; *' 
and so he was in fact, but in aoeient history only, when 
among all the nations of the earth, and amid the pomp of 
martial glory, and the splendour of Fagan life, he had es- 
tablished the throne of his domination* * Since this divine era 
In the history of man, since the commencement of his eman- 
cipation in modern times, this spirit can no longer be called 
the prince of this world, but the ^irit of iime^ the spirit 
opposed to divine influence, and to the Christian religion, 
apparent in those who consider and estimate time and all 
things temporal, not by the law and feeling of eternitj", but 
for temporal interests, or from temporal motives, change, or 
undervalue, and forget the thoughts and faith of eternity. 

in the first ages of the Christian church, this spirit of time 
appeared as a beguiling sectarian spirit. This spirit obtained 
its highest triumph in the new and false faith of a fanatic 
Unitarianism, utterly opposed to the religion of love, and 
which severed from Christianity so large a portion of the 
Eastern church, and whole regions of Asia. In the middle 
ages this spirit displayed itself, not so much in hostile sects, 
as in scholastic disputes, in divisions between church and 
state, and in the internal disorders of both. At the com- 
mencement of the new era of the world, the spirit of time 
claimed as an urgent want of mankind, full freedom of faith ; 
a claim of which the immediate consequence was only a 
bloody warfare, and a fatal struggle of life and death, pro- 
tracted k^^yond a century. When tins struggle w^as terminated, 
or rather appeased, it w^as succeeded by an utter indifference 
for all religions, provided only their morality were good; and 
the spirit of time proclaimed religious indifferentism as the 
order of the day. This apparent calm was followed by the 
revolutionary tempest; and now that this has passed away, the 
spirit of time has in our days become absolute — that is to say, 
it has perverted reason to party ^ — passion, or exalted passion 
to the place oF reason : and this is the existing form and last 
metamorphosis of the old evil spirit of time. 

Turning now to that Divine aid which has supported man- 
kind in their ever-enduring struggle afainst their own infir- 
mities, against all the obstacles of nature and natural circum- 
stances, and against the opposition of the evil spirit; I have 
endeavoured to shew, that in the first thousand years of 
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Primitive History, :Dmiie Revelation, altlioiigls prewnTcl In 
its native purity ,l>Ht In the one original source, still fioweil in 
copious streams through the religious traditions of the other 
great nations of that pristine epoch; and that troubled as the 
current might be by the admixture of nmnv errors, yet was 
it easy to trace it, in the midst of this slime and polliilioii, to 
its pure and sacred source. And with such a belief must 
commence every, religious vie%v of universal history. a4.!id it 
is only with this religious belief, and perception of the traces 
of divine revelation, we can rightly comprehend and judge 
this primitive epoch of history. We shall prize with deeper, 
more earnest, and more «*olid affection the great and divine 
era of man's redemption and emancipation (occurring as it 
does in the middle-point of human history) the more ac- 
curately we discriminate between what is essentially divine 
and unchangeably eternal in this revelation of love, and the 
elements of destruction which man has opposed thereto or 
intermingled theremdth. And it is only in the spirit of love 
the history of Christian times can. be rightly understood and 
accurately judged. In later ages, when the spirit of discord 
has triumphed over love, historical hope is our only remaining 
clue in the labyrinth of history* It is only with sentiments 
of grateful admiration, of amazement, and awe, we truce in 
the special dispensations of providence, for the advancement 
of Christianity and the progress of modern society, the 
wonderful concurrence of events towards the single object of 
divine love, or the unexpected exercise of divine justice long 
delayed ; such as I have in the proper places endeavoured to 
point out. With this faith in Primitive Revelation, and in 
the glorious consummation of Christian love, I cannot better 
conclude this Phiiosophy of History” than with the religious 
hope I have more than once expressed, and which is more 
particularly applicable to these times — the dawn of an ap- 
proaching era, — that by the thorough religious regeneration 
of the state, and of science, the cause of God and Christianity 
may obtain a complete triumph on the earth. 
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versed in metais. and addicted 
tO'War . ' . . ■ 

father of the giants , . 06 

Calidas, tiie Indian poet . .180 

extract from his dratna of Sa- 
coritalli . ' . . ' . 185 

compared with Sophocles . 101 
Cabiyug, fourth age of misery . 170 
commenced 1000 years before 
■ ■ Christ ■■ . ISO 

Canals, great objects of solici- 
tude in China . , .122 

Capital punishments, their aboli- 
tion aimed at . . , 440 

Carlovingian Empire, its divi- 
sion into three parts 840, 353 
Carthaginians, their conquest of 
Thebes . . . .220 

the first Punic war . . 255 

the second Punic war . . 256 

Castes, rejected by the Buddhists 
and Jains . . . 140 

preservation of, in India . 142 
spoken of in contempt by some 
modern writers . . 142 

their institution the leading 
point in India . . .144 

connected with the transmi- 
gration of souls . 144-156 

'their rights participated in by 
women . * . .145 

their moral effects . . 1 45 

reckoned by the Greeks . 146 

difference of physiognomy . 146 
their rigid separation unac- 
conntabie • . * 148- 

Caste of warriors in India, not 
unlike the German nobility 143 
easily accotmted for , .148 

existence among the Cainites 140 ■ 
Catholics of Germany, account 
of ..... 14 
Catholicism , embraced by Schle- 
gel . . . ^ .12 

an hostility to it injurious to 
the peace of Europe , . 466 < 

its decision and definiteness 464 
the principal want of this 

age ..... 46S 


Cecrops, founder of Athenian 
manners . , . , 233 

Celtic dialects . . . . 197 

Censor, his authority , . 253 

Ceylon, its temples . . , lyg 

Cham, race of, in Africa , . 206 

Charlemagne, his peace with tlie 
Saxons . . . 330 

laid the foundation of Christian 
government . . . 343 

division of the Carlovingian 
empire . . . . 353 

Charles Y. unable to prevent the 
rupture of Germany . .306 

fbis idea of a universal Chris- 
tian empire . . .300 

imperfect success against the 
Mahommedan powers . 300 
reasons of his election to the 
crown . . , . 438 

Charles I., of England, Ms exe- 
cution . . . , 425 

Charvaca philosophy . , 188 

Chi-hoangti, emperor of China, 
built the great wall, and 
burned the books . . 123 

patron of Taosse . . .176 

China, its locality . . .115 

its extent and population . 116 
compared with Spain, Eng- 
land, and Russia . ,116 

Lord Macartney’s document 
concerning its population 116 
compared with India . . 117 

deserves notice only in regard 
to civilisation . . . 118 

never figured in history . . 110 

no conquerors ever marched 
from it . . . .119 

invaded by Tartary . .110 

famous for the cultivation of 
silk and tea . . . 119 

externa! civilisation . .122 

fertility of its soil . . .122 

numerous canals and rivers . 122 
its great wail . . .122 

originally divided into princi- 
. paiities . . . . 123 

formed into a monarchy . 123 
Japan became a colony of it . 123 
divided into two kingdoms . 3 24 
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its con(|tierorsinvamblf adopt 
its manners, laws, and lan- 
guage . V ■. y . 124 
its nianarchy absointe . . 124 

its history nothing bnt sedi- 
tions, &c.. . . ■ . . * 124 

violent persecntlon of men of 
letters ■ .. * . . 124 

new system of writing intro- 
duced . , . . . ^ ...!2»5 

introduction of Buddhism * 125 

conquered by Zingis Khan . 125 

restored by Chow . . .125 

its customs and institutions 
preserved by the emperors • 
of the Mautchoa Tartar dy- 
nasty . ■ , . .125 

no hereditary nobility . . Idd 

holds a distinguished place in 
primitive antiquity . . 137 

Chinese, their high degree of ci- 
vilisation . ' . . HI) 

pwnting, gunpowder, and the 
magnet known to them . .120 
remarkahk for polished man- 
■. iiers . ; , ■' . ■ . 120 

their manners not to be over- 
looked . . . . 120 

their native dyna8j:ies furnish 
few data of their intellectual 
progress . * , . .123 

no sacerdotal class . . 12i 

their philosophy . . .128 

call their country the Celestial 
Empire . . . .133 

their idolatry of the state . 134 

their gross idolatries . . 134 

their religion . * .137 

purity of their ancient man- 
ners . . . . .105 

designation of the Supreme 
Being . . . , K>5 

their early worship . . 176 

persecution of their ancient 
doctrines . . . • 

ancient inhabitants . .177 

Chinese language, difficulties ad- 

tending its study . , 12lf 

its symbolical character . 1 25 
the absence of grammar . 1 50 
its primitive character . . ll?4 


Chinese writing constitutes their 
scicntihc eilucation . .121 

in the primitive ages . J 26 

found amongst the Mexicans 126 
Eemusat's opinions concern- 
ing it ■ . •: ■ ■... .. 126 

poverty of its brsfc symbols . 326 
their ct)arseness ami vul- 
garity . . . .127 

inferiority to the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics . . .127 

the scientific 8ymlx>ls . ,327 

their primary lines . .128 

opinion con et^rning them . 1*28 

their high antiquity , ,128 

ascribed to Fold . . . I2S 

theory concerning them, and 
an outline . . , .126 

Chinese history, epochs of .13! 
commences with Chow . ,123 

not disfigured by fictions . 132 

bears a strong resemblance to 
Mosaic revelation . .132 

a continued series of revolu- 
tions . . . .134 

proves the original eminence 
of the people . , .337 

Chivalry, its nature . . .371 

its poetry • , . . 371 

Chow, founder of a new Chinese 
dynasty . • . ,325 

Christ, his biith . , . 269 

desired by Tiberius to be 
placed amongst the gods , 269 
his life to be viewed with faith 275 
a Jewish Socrates . . . 278 

judged the Pharisees . .281 

foretold the fail of Jerusalem 283 
bis conduct to the Jews . 283 
fulfilled the law . . . 284 

Christians, confounded with Jew's 271 
firing of Rome ascribed to 
them . . . .271 

repasts of Thyestes ascribed to 
them .... 272 
Pliny’s character of . .272 

their thoughts on life and death 285 
their ideas of futiirity . . 285 

their anchorites . - .312 

model ot monastic institutions 312 
their faith and intellect . * 315 
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Christianity, a ruling power in 

the world .... 263 
first proimilgation of . . 268 

attracted the notice of the Ko- 
■■ ..mans. • ■ ■. . 275' 

its infiaence on the progress of 
mankind . . . .276 

its connexion with the philo- 
sojihy of history . , 275 

necessary to the understanding 
ofliis'tory . . '■ . 279' 

a continuation of the Mosaic 
institution .... 284 
Hebrew revelation, its corner- 
,, stone. ■ . . ■ . ' . . 288 

Greek language, its second 
foundation-stone . . 288 

Roman empire, its third foun- 
dation stone . . .289 

its spirit, how to seize it . 289 
reasons of its rapid ditfusion 290 
attempted to be subverted by 
the Homan emperors . , 290 

embraced by Constantine . 295 
embraced by the Goths . . 305 

could not alone have regene- 
rated Rome . . .311 

its discords injure its influence 311 
its heresies and corruptions . 313 | 
it.s character at that period . 315 i 
Christianity, foundation of all 

Christian states . . 341 

its influence on European na- 
tions .... 342 
introduced in Germany by 
Boniface .... 333 
introduced in Britain . . 333 

introduced in Denmark . 355 
introduced in Hungary . . 355 

its Muence in Sweden . 355 
its power of renovation . 366 
its institutions in the middle age 366 
began to decline . , ,373 

would have been lost but for 
the papal power . . 380 

its unity dissolved . . 398 

its doctrines real and positive 462 
its birth the great point of 
survey . * . • • 

philosophy its principal con- 
cern . » - . 469 

12 


Christianity, the emancipation 
of the human race . . 474 


Christian love . . . . 268 

Christian philosophy of the 
middle age . . . 375 

evil of adopting the Aristo- 
teiian system . . . 376 

its interruptions . . . 468 

Christian state, error to refer 
everything to it . . 344 

its constitution and govern- 
ment . . . . 345 

its tone and spirit . . 346 

how to discover it . .317 

Slarmonises with the German 
usages . . . . 347 

its nature illustrated by Char- 
lemagne and Alfred . . 349 

its political institutions . 350 
its early times in Europe .351 
foundedin England by Gregory 354 
Christendom, divided into two 
sects . . . . 351 

Chronology, ancient, fabulous . 179 
wdien commences in India . 180 
Church, Western, w'eakened by 
the contest between the two 
Popes . . . . 383 

its wealth a great stumbling- 
block . . . . 383 

struggles for the jurisdiction 
of its property . . . 384 

Cicero, his writings . . . 263 

Civilisation, Indian, whence 

derived . . . . 177 

designs of Providence mani- 
fest in it . . . .277 

Classics, their revival in the 

middle age . . . 388 

Classical historical works of in- 
estimable advantage . . 67 

Climate, its revolutions and 
changes . . . .75 

Leibnitz’s conjectures on it . 75 

how to explain it . . .76 

Codrus, his memory cherished 

by the Athenians . .231 

Colchis, an Egyptian colony 
there .... 220 
Colebrooke, his censures on the 
Sanchy& philosophy . .183 
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Colebrooke sees m nMmty be- ■ 
twwn t!mt and Bnddliism 186 
opinion on Nyaya philosophy 187 
01,1 Charvaca philosophy. ■ ■ .188 

translation from the Vedas . 190 
Condorcet, his theory of man . 208 
Confncius, 460 of his followers 
burnt . . . 124 

philosophy of . . .181 

exdted the admiration of Eu- 
ropean scholars . .131 

his book of sacred songs .1 82 

Conrad the second restorer of 
Germany . . ■ ■, , 357 

Constans IL, the Greek Em- * 
peror, his plunder of Eome 336 
Constantine, embraced Chris- 
tianity . . . . 29-5 

Constantinople, ruinous to Italy 305 
taken by the Turks . . 386 

fall of, favourable to litera- 
ture and science . . 386 

Corinth, destruction of . .258 

i reation of the earth . . 82 

< Irusade, the first . . 367 

the second . , » . 868 

the last, against Egypt . .879 

Cshatrivas, landed proprietors 
in India . . . . 146 

their war with the Brahmins 147 
of foreign extraction . .147 

Cyrus, his conquests . . 219 

empire founded by him * 224 
instituted the Magi . . 224 

Dante, his poem of visions . 373 ; 

D'Echstein, his account of a ' 
literary association , . 50 

Decius the Emperor, slain by 
the Goths . . . 304 

De Luc*s hypothesis concern- 
ing the deluge . . . 81 

cannot be reconciled with 
Holy Writ . . . 82 

Deluge, vestiges, of . - , ' 74-79 

an example pointing out those 
of its remains which are of 
most moment to the his- 
torian , ... . f4 

all great changes not neces-* 
sariiy to be ascribed to it * 79 
Be Luc*s hypothesis of - -. -■ .. .. 8,1 j 


Deluge, more than one . . 81 

Depravity of mankind , . 99 

progressive .... lOCI, 
Descartes, his philosophy * 428 
Deucalion, ancestor of the Hel- 
lenes .... 234 
Dictatorship, its institution . 253 
Divisions among mankind, cause 
of . . . . .162 

Earth, geographical survey . 108 
difierence between the eastern 
and western hemispheres . 1 09 
theory of its original state . Ill 
Ecelesiasticiil tribunals, their 
criminal process opposed to 
Christianity . . .409 

W' riters of the past age, a foun-. 
dation for Christian science 467 
Eden, expulsion of man from, 

causes of, discussed . , 84 

Egypt, compared with India , 198 
not known to us as a conquer- 
ing power . . ' . .220' 

conquered by the shepherd 
kings . ... 22J' 

conflict of interests between 
Upper and Lower . . 222 

disaffection of its nobility . 222 
unchanged by persecution - 226 
Egyptians, held the doctrine of 

transmigration of souls . 157 
their ideas on the metempsy- 
chosis . . . .159 

their scientific profundity . 166 
masters of the Greeks . . 166 

chief seat of mysteries . .167 

leaning to magic . . . 199 

their science not exempt from 
error .... 216 
their conquests . . .219 

their pictures of war-scenes . 221 
their colonies . . .221 

war with the Ethiopians . 220 
Egyptian hieroglyphics superior 

to the t hinese . . .127 

philologists contribute to a 
knowledge of all langJiages 197 
j Elias, quoted .... 269 
I Eilore, monumental edifices . 177 
Emigration of the ancient Ger- 
mans .... 2f8 
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Emigration, a rule of liealfch in 
nations . . , . 300 

of the Saxons * • . 803 

of the Goths , • * 304 

n gland, Alfred, king of the 
West Saxons . , , 353 

Christianity founded there , 354 
aew dynasty by Wiliiam the 
Conqueror . . . 355 

its thoroughly Protestant po- 
licy . . . . . 417 

its national church . . 4‘26 

its constitution . . , 43i 

English, their ascendancy in 
India . . . .143 

their enlightened policy there 143 
their high intellectual cultiva- 
tion . . . . . 430 

struggles between York and 
Lancaster . . . 430 

their negative philosophy . 431 
fertile in historic research . 434 
more than any other nation 
conversant with their own 
annals . . . . 435 

Enoch, his longevity . . 103 

Ethiopians, war with the Egyp- 
tians . . . . 220 

Europe favourable to settlement 

from its configuration . 112 
early intercourse with Africa 113 
its pre-eminence . . .213 

its early writers . . . 334 

its early kings and heroes . 334 
its peace not to be established 
by territorial arrangements 450 
European powers engaged in al- 
liances .... 398 
Evil, the greatest historical mys- 
:tery . . . . • ^ . 301 

Ferdinand, king of Spain, impo- 
licy of his persecution of 
the Jews . . . . 396, 

Fetish worship . . .'190. 

Fire-wwship , . . .174 

Floods, extensive . . * 79 

FoM, patriarch of the Chinese . 128 
inventor of Chinese letters . 129 * 
worshipped as an incarnate 
deity .... 135 
Fossil remains of man, not to be 
found .... 78 
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Fossil remains of the primitive 
world . . . . 104 

France, its religious wars . . 420 

Franks, their ancient territories 303 
resemble the Alemanni , 303 
their empire the most powerful 
state of the west . . 338 

their wars . * • .339 

Frederick of Spain, Ms policy . 30|i 

Frederick II , of Germany, ex- 
communicated . . .370 

king of Jerusalem . . 371 

French, their indifference on 
matters of religion . .435 

* their perpetual wars with the 

emperor of Germany . . 430 

alliances with Turkey, &c. . 430 

preponderance at the end of 
the seventeenth century . 430 
imitation of English manners 451 
their philosophy . . .452 

language, its popularity in the 
eighteenth century . . 428 

literature, its splendour in the 
reignof Louis XI V. . . 427 

mind, in the reign of Louis 
XiV. .... 427 
Ganganelli, cause of his suppres- 
sion of the Jesuits . . 447 

Ganges, was not reached by 

Alexander . . .138 

Gauls, their expedition to Greece 300 
attracted to Italy . . , 300 

Genseric, his aid invoked by the 
Romans . , . . 306 

Germans, their ancient idolatry 20 7 
their human sacrifices . . 297 

their prophetesses and sibyls 297 
their poetry and traditions . 298 
an agricultural people . . 299 

their emigrations accounted for 209 
their connexion wdth the Ro- 
mans . . . .301 

their first irruption . . 304 

Germany, its constitution . . 208 

its three principal nations . 302 
consequences of their migra- 
\ : :tion.' . . .309 

salutary to Rome . 309 

unity of its government . 341 
its usages harmonise with 
Christianity , . . 347 

I 2 ,:■■■ ■ 



Germany, its early kingdoms-' . 351 
tlie eiectkm of Conrad 
Henry of Saxony appointed 
emperor .... 357 
its power under the Saxon 
emperors . # ' . ■ * 357 

its central power the preser**' 
mtion of Europe . . 358 

restored to order by Eodolph; 

of Hapsburgb . - . 3S0 

the root of Protestantism . 402 
divided by the Catholics and 
Protestants . ' . . 421 , 

the thirty years^ war and its 
origin . . . . 42S 

strict maintenance of its reli- 
gious peace . . . 433 

compared with other Euro- 
pean nations . . . 434 

during the reign of Maria 
Theresa . . . . 450 

prior to the French revolu- 
tion . . . .450 

the absolute principle less in- 
duence there * . 470 

division of its Protestantism 471 
Germanic tribes, their migra- 
tions to Rome • . • 204 

their frequent repulses . . 204 

German Empire, divided . * 397 

German philosophy, its errors . 471 
its religious character . # 472 

its infancy . . . . 473 

absolutism its capital vice . 473 
German langmige , example of its 
affinity to the Sanscrit . 192 
Ghibeliine spirit continued to 
prevail in Europe . .370 

Giants descended from Cmxi . 96 

proud and wricked . .97 

their lordly violence . * 99 

their large stature . . 103 

attested by sacred writ . .104 

individually appear in the age 
of David . . . . 105 

their monuments . . .106 

Gigantic animals , . 104 

Gnostic heresy . . 313*» 

God, whether all things are to be 
deduced from Him or. from ■, 
Hature . * * # 88 


God, mostly decicletl by the will S3 
His image stamped on man’s 
soul .... 209 
■ not utterly defaced , .209 

not an isolated thought . ,211 

images of in Holy Writ .217 
. His permission of evil . .391 

His Spirit revealed in his- 


tory .... 392 

Godfrey, King of Jerusalem . 367 

Goerres, notice of . . .48 

Goetlie, SchlegePs Essay on . 23 
Gold, age of . , . .98 

Goths, their country and lan- 
guage . . . 303 

their hereditary government 30 i 
their various emigrations . 304 

embrace Christianity . , 305 

w’ar writh the Romans . . 305 


Gracchus, Tiberius, occiisioned 
the first civil war in Rome 258 
Caius, the troubles he occa- 
sioned . . . . 259 

Greece, Egyptian colonies there 221 
its locality and colonies . 229 
its ancient appearance . . 235 

its political history . , 236 

Greeks, their enumeration of 
castes in India . , , 146 

their mythology . . ,153 

temples destroyed by Xerxes 174 
their inventive genius . .213 

gathered the symbolism of na- 
ture from the Egyptians . 218 
employed by Fsammetichus . 222 
their settlements in Lower 
Egypt , . , , .• ■' . 222. 

their conquest of Persia . 226 
variety in their Ufa and ha- 
bits . . - . ...228 

distribution into hostile tribes 22S 
their mythology in a state of 
continual change - , 229 

their traditions a labyrinth of 
poetry and history . . 229 

their navigation and trade . 229 
their architecture and sculp- 
ture ..... 230 
looked on war as a trade . 230 
employed by foreign states . 230 
'their government • , * 230 
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GreekiS^ their employment of 
slaves . . ,232 

aristocra.cy well coastituted . 232 
their commerce and priest- 
hood . . . .232 

their mysteries . .... 233 

tlieir g’ames and festivals , 233 
nearly allied to the north . 233 
of very various extraction . 23 !• : 
classification of them . . 234 

Hide and barbarous in early 
times . . , . 235 

their character, life, and intel- 
lect . . . . . 237 

their mythology . . . 237 

their poetry, its characteristic 
excellence . . .238 

interwoven with their games 238 
their narrow education . . 239 

the Hellenic confederacy pre- 
served . . . . 239 

their odes . . . .240 

their poets unequalled . . 240 

their sensiml idolatry of nature 240 
their sciences . . ' . 241 

their jihilosophy and philoso- 
pliers . . . . 242 

their power in an intellectual 
sphere . . . . 246 

originators of the historical art 246 
their political rationalism . 247 
established schools in Italy . 387 
languages, foundation-stone of 
Christianity . . . 288, 

literature, its revival in the 
middle ages * . , 387 

philosophers, their doctrines . 242 
lived in reiirement . . 244 

predilections for an aristocracy 244 
philosophy studied by the 
Romans . . .264 

sagas, their account of the pri- 
mitive world , . .98 

states, long since disappeared 246* 
Gregory VIL rose to reform the 

Church . . . . 359 

excommunicated Henry IV. * 360 
bis great quidiries . , . 36# 

Gueifs and GbibeUines, their 

contests . , . .369 

Gunpowder known to the Chinese 126 
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Hadrian rebuilt Jerusalem . 283 

desired to reanimate Pagan- 
■ ism . 29i, 

Hannibal, bis war with the Ho- 
mans . . . .256 

Heathenism, its origin among 
the Indians . . . 176 

ancient, had a foundation in 
truth , . . . 214 

Hebrews, inferior to the Egyp- 
tians . . . . 167 

their will and faith , . 169 

their character often misun- 
derstood . . . . 171 

* their existence confined 
within one epoch . .171 

primitive traditions . . 171 

prophetic character . . 172 

their religkm the preparation 
for Christianity . ,175 

their preparation for a futu- 
rity . . . . . 202 

political constitution . . 202 

their desire for a king , 203 
kindred witlithe Phoenicians 205 
their constancy in their faith 279 
involved in the wars of Cassar 
and Pompey . , . 279 

two parties amongst them . 280 

their error respecting a Deli- 
verer . . . . 282 

excuse for it ... 283 
consequences if they had em- 
braced Ghristianity . .286 

rebelled against the Homans 287 
overcome by Titus . , 288 

their expectations of a Deli- 
verer affected Mahomet .322 
Hehrew alphabet, fixed and 
regulated by Moses . .168 

Hebrew language, similarity 
with the Arabic . . 195 

Its adaptation to the He- 
brews . . . . 195 

not the source of all lan- 

guages .... 204 
Helfenes, a Caucasian rac^e . 234 
Deucalion, their ancestor . 234 
dispossessed the Pelasgi . 234 
Helots of Sjmrta . . . 232 

Henry IV., of Germany, ex- 
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communicated by Gregory 
vn* . - . , 360 

Henry of Saxony, ap|>ointed 
Emiwror of Germany . 357 
Henry VUL, of England, bis 
^lingular conduct on the 
Befonnation . « . 408 

bis executions . . 408 

Heraclitus, bis doctrine of -pii-. 

mary powers . ■ ^ ■ * 242 

Herml, King of Palestine. , 279 ■ 
decorated the Jewish temple 279 
Herojlot us, descript ion of India 141 
remarks on the lonmas * 235 
the father of History , ' * 24^ 

Hieroglyphics, no Tariety of 
epochs * . . , 218 

their existence in Arabia 220 
Hindoo. (.See Indian.), ; 

Hindoos, preserved their insti- 
tutions unchanged . , 142 

Ilippacrates, greatest master of 
medicine . . * . 240 

Historical investigation, its fua- 
diimental rule . . . 69 

an example of bow to pro- 
ceed in it . . * 73 

originated by the Greeks . 246 i 
Historical details indispensable 389 
History, introduction to the 

Philosophy of . , * ; 

from whence deduced md 
what it must be . . 65 

how to seize and comprehend 
its general outline . . 66 * 

political events form but a 
part of it . . . 68 : 

internal development of the • 
mind belongs to it as much 
as politics . . .68 

distinction between particu- 
lar iind universal . .68 

fmportance of its elements 69 
its lessons must vary with 
eacli one’s calling and pur- 
suits . - . - 69 

more advantageous to inves-r 
tigate some particudar 
bnmch of it . . . 70 

rules for treating it- gene- 

rally . - ,71 ■ 


History, extremely hazardous 
is the desire to fill up its 
gaps . . . ,71 

example of these hypotheses 72 
where history begins , . 73 

not to reject as imp>ssibld 
what appears marvellous 
in it , . , . " . . 94'. 

commences with Cain . , 94 

derived from tradition . , 97 

only certain nations con- 
nected with it . . .108 

their numlKT , , .HI 

their ckssideation . ,112 

no history among the In- 
dians , . , . . 150 

its legitimate philosophy . 210 
superiority of the Boinans . 263 
a labyrinth without a belief 
in Christianity . , 279 

its philosophy not to bo 

I found in isolated events . 389 
I shoula never l>e national . 470 
Homer, unequalled . . . 240 

Homeric Poetry, origin of all 
arts ... , . 237 

its characteristic excellence 238 
I Horace, his beautiful diction . 263 
I Horse, sacrifice of . . . 200 

'Human sacrifices widely dif- 
fused .... 200 
I in the Bruidical North , .201 

I amongst the Germans . .297 

; Humboldt’s, exposition of the 
; Maha-Barata , . .181 

Huns, the .... 304 
did not attack the Roman 
! Empire before the time of 

Attila . .... 304 

Hungarians, their migrations . 355 
Christianity introduced 
amongst them . . , 355 

Huss, John, reformer in Bo- 
hemia .... 385 
Hussites; their excesses . . 401 

Hyperboreans , , . .81 

Idolatry, varieties in . .198 

Greek, its infiuence on morals 241 
condemned by Christ , , 283 

IHuminism, foundation of * 432 

its effects .... 437 
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IHuminism, its influence on the 
civilisation of Europe . 443 
not at variance with Chris- 
■ ■ ' tiaiitty ' • ■ ■ ■ . ■ . ' . , 446 

its various significations . 446 
occasions the expulsion of 
the Jesuits from Spain . 447 
an element of the revolution 455 
its origin ... * 456 

Christian, when it will dawn 466 
Illummes, sprung from the 
M^asons . . . .. . 457 

Image worship, contest on . 337 
Imagination, what it is . . 164 

predominates in the Indian . 165 
evinced in their architecture 
and poetry . . .165 

India, in the time of Alexander 
tlie Great . . . 138 

■variety in its moral and po- 
litical aspect . . .141 

split into a multitude of sects 141 
its foreign conquerors . . 141 

parcelled out into kingdoms 142 
no republican states . . 142 

its municipal institutions 
much admired . . , 143 

superiority of tlie English 
government there . .143 

its leading point the institu- 
tion of castes . . .144 

its princes originally posses- 
sed greater weight . .147 

compared with Egypt . .198 

Indians, Schlegers work on . 18 

form a striking contrast to i 
the Chinese . . . 141 

their castes unchanged . 142 

a republican tendency in 
their system . . , 142 

have no regular histories . 150 
their enthusiasm and idolatry 
of nature . , .155 

their belief in the transmi- 
gration of souls . .156 

their philosophy applied to 
the deliverance of the soul 
from transmigration . . 168 

their imagination. . .165 

tradition of their descent *177 
their architectunil remains . 177 


Indians, want of political his- 
tory - . , ' ,■ ■ ... ' , .1.79 

their age of poetry . . 180 

Indian jurisprudence . . 143 

Indian language, where spoken 1 40 
Indian mythology, its peculiar 
character, . . , 154 

its coincidence with our doc- 
trines not to be admitted 
too quickly . . ,154 

obscured by truth . , 155 

Indian philosophy, its oI>ject . 160 
ancient, composed in metre . 181 
more interesting than Indian 
« poetry . . . . 182 

six systems reduced to three 1 82 
their classifications . . 183 

Indian poetry, bears a strong 
resemblance to the Ho- 
meric . . . . 191 

I may be compared to the best 
I Christian poesy . .191 

Indian researches began by 
European scholars . .143 

Indian sagas, representation of 
the primitive world . . 99 

Indian traditions acknowledge 
the patriarchs . . .150 

Indo-Germanic languages, their 
artificial grammar . . 194 

Infants, sacrifice of . .201 

Innocent HI., Pope, educated 
Erederic II. of Germany . 370 
Ionian philosophers opposed by 
Parmenides , . , 243 

Inquisition in Spain more poli- 
tical than ecclesiastical . 396 
intellect, the perfection of 
modern, the result of the 
union of the Germanic 
nations with the Roman 
empire , . . . 309 

Irhudes, their inverted history 
of Cain . . . . 95 

inhabit a metallic mountain , 9 5 
Iron,ageof . . . . 99 

ujiknown to the Titanic age 99 
Israelites, connected with the 
shepherd kings . .221 

Italy, merged gradually into 
Rome . . . 250 
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Italv, iti various nations-' , ■ * 250 Lani^nisige^ clisti»giil»limg dm-* 
fell iirakT xlit* Lona.imrcti . , 307 ^ raott-riKtics of , , . 193 

iiH stale at the ireforma- afJioity of * , . 194 

tion . . • ■ . 419 the ^k‘mi^jc . , .195 

nut So intolerant as Spain * 449 the Imlo-Fersie . . .194 

.liihm. a reilgloiis sect inlndla. 140 the Gneco-Liitln . . , 194 

tlidr philosophy . ' . , , 188 the Gothko-Teutonic . . 194 

Jansenkin, its injury to the the American , . .197 

Catholic causes- . 426' the Celtic . . . .197 

Japan, a 'Colony of China . 123, the l^fagiar . . .197 

Japliet, nice of in Northern Imo-tsen, Chinese philosopher 13 1 
■ 'Asia ■ . ■ .■ .206 degeneracy of his disciples 1 31 

Jerome, his learning . . 315 Leetonia, tradition of . .235 

Jerusalem, its temple . .286 keibnit?., his prediction eon- 

rehoilt b}" Hadrian ... . . 286 cerning language . .19 

siege of, by Titus ' , : . 288 his conjectures concerning 

Jethro, Ids daughter niarricd , the climate of the eartii , 75 
hy .Moses . . . 168 . opinion on Atheism . . 101 

Jesuitk their -first institution . 406 on Chinese primary lines . 128 

claims to our good opinion . 407 his philosophy, character of 429 

exiR'lled from Spain . . 447 Leo X., cliaracter of . . 397 

Jewlsli covenant corner-stone Lessing on tiie transmigration 
of Christianity . , 288 of souls . , , .157 

kingdom, shared the fate of Lewis XL of France, consoli- 
other petty states , . 203 dated the absolute uutho- 

swallowed up in the Homan riiy of Ids crown , . 395 

empire , , , , 203 Lewis, St., his last crusade 

Jews, their expulsion from against Kgypt , . 379 

Spain — see Mchraws . . 396 Lilieralism {am neyer obtain a 

John of l^yden, liis entry into majority in Europe , , 461 

Munster .... 407 Life, !u>w its evils are to be 
Jones, Sir ML, his studies in overcome . . * 170 

Indian literature . . 8 Light, system of, corrupted by 

Julian, Emperor, sought to re- the GuelKTs . . .225 

vive human sacrifices . 202 Literature, lectures on, by 
attempted to re-establish the Schlegel . . . .25 

Jews .... 288 of the Romans . . . 263 

Jurisprudence of the middle j Livy, equal to the Greeks . 263 

age 377 Locke, a mere English philoso- 

Kempis, Thomas a, his work . 394 ' pher .... 430 

Kingdoms, their partition not ; Lombards, their incursion in 
zneompatible with unity . 352 ; Italy . . . 336 

Knights of St. John . . 367 ‘ contest between their kings 

Komis, the Chinese, described . 128 ! and the Greek Exarehs of 
signification of . . . 128 1 Ravenna .... 337 

origin of . . . .129 ; Longevity . . . .101 

■■■ ■ 0 . its causes .... ■ ' . 102 

Lamech, the founder of human ^ found in various coimtries . 102 

sacrifices • . . 201 not to Iv* doubted . . 105 

Langu%% its first diversity * 91 i Louis XIV., his foreign policy 
cause of • . . . 94 1 undirisium . . . 427 
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horns XIV. strengrliened his 
reg:ii prerogative . . 427 

Luther, ^lartin, his writings . 400 
opposed to the excesses of 
the Hussites . . . 401 

reprobated the rejection of 
the sacre4;l mysteries , 404 
Ills original iKjwers of mind 404 
llaccabees, laid down their 

lives for their faith . , 279 

^lacartney's (Lord) document 
concerning the population 
of China .... 116 
fixes the comnienc*ement of 
Chinese history in the dy- 
dasty of Chow . . 123 

IMacedon, its ascendency over 
Greece .... 231 
-Macedonian conquests in Asia, 

their influence . . 288 

Machiavelli, his acute perspi- 
cacity and delicate discri- 
mination . , . . 67 

0 ]>]K>sed to Thomas a Kem- 
pis . . . . • 395 

Magi, instituted by Cyrus . 224 
Magiar language . . .197 

]!»lagic, practice of hy primi- 
tive Cainites . . *98 

of the .Egyptians . .199 

its association with inys- 
■ teries . , , 215 

Magnet, known to the Chinese 120 
Malm - Barata, great Indian 
epic |KMnn . . .181 

sets forth the Vedanta phy- 
losophy . . . ,181 

Mahomet, his aversion to idol- 
atry .... 822 
affecta! by tlte exiiectation 
of a Deliverer . . 322 

chosen to touch the Caaba 324 
his iKWtry .... 825 
aeknowleilged a prophet by 
his wife Cadijah . - 825 

difficulty of ascertaining his 
real history . , . 825 

his religious system , . 826- 

hls prohibition of wine . 827 
his system of morals . . 828 

his tight to Mecca , . 329 _ 


Mahomet, Ills death . « 329 

contest among Ms disciples , 329 
Mahommedans in India . . 140 

Mahommedanism contrasted 
w'ith Christianity . . 318 

its proscription of images , 337 
Mahometism, tinitarianism of 318 
fanatism of, its rapid |)ropa- 
gation of ^ > . . 318 

sketch of . . 320—S30 

influence of on . 321 

sketch of, by Goerres . . 331 

Maistre, his appreciation of St. 

Martin , . . , 458 

^his firmness of character, &c. 468 
Malays, their language difier- 
ent from the Indian , , 141 

Mammoth remains . , .104 

Man, his primitive dwelling- 
place in the central region 
of Western Asia , . 83 

traditions of various nations 
concerning it . . . 83 

disparity between the Mosaic 
description and the i)re- 
sent conformation of those 
regions , . , .84 

his relation on earth . . 85 

his affinity to the lower 
animals .... 85 
designed to be the lord of 
creation . . . .86 

speech his distinguishing 
characteristic . . .86 

not to be viewed with the 
, eye of a naturalist , . 89 

created free , . ■ , . ' , SS 

endowed with two wills , 89 
division into nations . . 9i 

identity of origin . . 91 

tails into a state of conflict 


and confusion . . .91 

diversity of races . .91 

their analogy . , .92 

his second fall . . . 93 

received much from sacred 
tradition , ... 96 

separation of into tribes . 97 
golden age , . . .93 

in two great x>arties . 98 

silver age . . , *99 
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Um, brazen age • ;. ■ / 99 

iron age » *, -....'OS 

ail tiepeneratec! ^ ■ #' ■ - 99 

gradual declination « . 100 

in the present period divided 
into two hostile divisions . 101 
jiis primitive gigantic stature 
and longevity . , . .103 

union of the two races . . 104 

became more disfigured with 
increasing degeneracy 152 

his Individual unity broken . 162 
object of his intellectual and 
moral exertions . ,162 

his moral being . - .166 

his four primary fiiculties . 163 
his likeness to his creator . 207 
considered merely as an ani- 
mal . . * • • 207 

his internal life . . , * 

his progressive and social 

development . ^ . . 212 

his immediate Insight into 
nature . . « . 214 

his free will • * . 389 

Marius, his victories • , 260 

Marriages, in India, unlawful 

between persons of different \ 

. caste . . # ■ ■ # ' ■ • 145- 

indis|)ensable to the Brah- 
mins . . * .190 

Mars, progenitor of the Eo^ 

. umoS'' ■ .■ . , 251 I 
Martel. Charles, conquered the 

Arabs . ... # 331 1 

Martin, St„ a Christian Theo- 
sophist , . , . 458 

Masonic Societies, their Sym- 
bols . . , . , 456 

their influence . . .457 

societies proceeding from 
them , . . . 457 

harmonised wdth the English 
state , . ■ .. .. 458 

Christian party sprung, up in ■ 
them . . ■ . ■ ■ 458 

Maximilian, his alliance with 
the pi>pe - . . 398 

Medici, Cosmo and Tx>reM5EO^ 
encouraged classical litera- 
ture * «, ■ ' • . . , ' 387 


Meknctlion, his opinions akin 
to Catholic dtxitrines . 404 
Men of letters persecuted in 
China . . , .124 

Middle age, not a period of 
anarchy • , . , 365 

its radical vice . , ,372 

its art and poetry , . 373 

its architecture and painting 374 
its Cliristian philosophers . 375 
its scholastic philosopliy . 376 
its jurisprudence , .377 

Military service in India . .148 

Sliilenarian doctrine • .316 

Mimansa philosophy , .188 

Mind, its internal develop- 
ment belongs as nmdi to 
history as politics . . 68 

Mining, primlth’'e . , , 95 

Mino, 'a Chinese race ' . 177 

Mithridates, war with the Ho- 
mans . . . . 260 

Modern history, Schlegefs Lec- 
tures on, , . , . . . 22 

I Moguls, their great power in 
i , ' the Middle Ages . . , ■ 379 

* overtlmew Russia, Poland, 

and Silesia . . . 380 

; empire, not so important as 

the Roman . . ,118 

■Moloch, sacrifices to . . 200 

Monarchy, its foundations . 248 

Monumental remains . . 105 

Mosaic account corroborated 
by other nations , . 94 

ascribes the origin of here- 
ditary trade to the Cainites 1 49 
represents tlie corruption of 
the world . . ,150 

Mosaic history, its brevity , 172 
its explanations of science .216 
Mosaic genealogy, very clear . 206 
Moses, versed in Egyptian sci- 
ence 167 

his precepts conformable to 
Egyptian usages . .167 

rejected all that was corrupt 
^ in tiiem , . . .168 

not disconcerted by Egyp- 
tian sorcerers . , « 168 

ao more priest than king . 202 
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MoseF-, bis doctrine of man's 

likeness to God , ,210 

Mn>ic, primitive . . . 95 

of the (kiinites . . . 149, 

ehiefty consecrated , . 149 

Mysteries, their associations , 215 
iMyslieism, better understood , 
br Europeans . . ,160 

Mythology of Greece, repub- 
lican , , . . 229- 

of the .Hindoos , . . 153 

Kaiites, Edict, of, lamentable 
effects of its revocation . 425 
Nations, their divisions . 91 ' 
only a few really historical 108 
their numlK^r . . . Ill 

their classification . . 112 

their early intercourse , 219 ^ 
Napoleon, character, of , . ,459.; 

Nature, her mute language and 
symbolical writing . .87 

adored by the Indians , 155 
its sensual idolatry, the fun- '' 
dainental error of pagan- 
ism ' ■■ 215 

Its pure and simple venera- 
tion . . , ■■ , 217 

its pure sjralxdism - ,218 

worsluppetl by the Greeks . 240 
law of, traced in the history 
of mankind , .310 

Nero, sets Rome on fire . ,271 

threw the blame upon the 
Christians . • . 272 

Newspa|«jrs, their power . 70 
Kobiiity, hereditary, does not 

exist in China • . . 133 

Normans, tlieir naval expedi- 
tions .... 354 
assisted the Greeks against 
the Saracens , . . 355 

their part in the first crusade 367 
North Pole, eulogised in tradi- 
tion . . . .79 

in what it differs from the 
South , . . .80 

earliest abode of the human 
race , . . ,81*1 

North, occasions which led to 
its early colonisation . 80 
Northern Firmament po6»sses 


the most brilliant constel- 
lations . . . .86 

Norway, its intolerance . . 448 

Nyaya philosophy, like Buddh- 
ism . . . . .139 

founded by Gautama . .186 

embraces logic , . ,186 

discussed by the Indians with 
great copiousness . .137 

its tendency ideal . .187 

Odoacer, called to the Roman 
empire . - . . 307 

conquered by Theodoric .307 
Olympic and Isthmian games . 233 
Grlgen, his leaning to the 
Gnostics .... 315 
Orpheus, founder of the Greek 

Mysteries . . . 233 

Osiris, his conquests , , 220 

Osymandas, his expedition to 
Bac*.triana • . . 220 

Otho, Emperor of Germany, 
deposed the Pope , . 359 

power of choosing the Pope , 359 
Ovid, inferior to the Greeks . 263 
Paganism, how to be classed , 199 
not to be considered as mere 
poetry . . . .200 

its fundamental error . . 215 

its mysteries , . , 215 

I Pahlavas, their origin . .100 

Painting, its progress in Italy 
and Germany in the mid- 
dle age . . • .374 

Paris, SchlegeFs visit to . , 9 

Parmenides, Ins doctrines . 243 

Patagonians of America . ,105 

Patriarchs, descended from 
Seth .... 96 
a peaceful race . . .96 

their longevity . . . 103 

recognised by the Indians . 150 
care for their race . .151 

Patricians and plebeians of 
Home .... 252 
their mutual interest , . 253 

th«)irwars conducted by IMa- 
rius and Syila . . . 259 

Paul, St., a Pharisee . .281 

Peace, nothing but war kept 
under by human dexterity 67 



rtilaRgi, tlie ,, of . 

<ireofC. . ^ * 234 

Felasgie remains in Italy ';■ . "250 

Ferfet:tiljl!ity,|)mgressive,oftoii , ' . 

contrary to liistory,. . . 208 

Persisuis, form a imn% of tran- 
sition . . .173 

their nniTcrial conqncst . 173 
resemblance to tbe Indians • 
and Hebrews . »■ ,-173 

connexion with the Chinese 
and Egyptians . . , . 173 

hatred for idolatry . .174 

fire-worship . . .174 

their conquests . ■ . . .21^3 

empire founded by Cyrus . 224 
tlseir ancient energy . ,213 

purity of their ancient reli- 
gion . . . . 217 

ascendency of their priests . 225 
educatioirof their nobility . 225 
causes of tlieir decline and fall 226 
Persian language spoken in 
India .... 140 

its allinity to the Sanscrit . 193 
Peter the Hermit . ♦ . 367 

I'eter the Ganit^ founder of 
the present greatness of 
• Eussia ■ . • ■ ' . , ■.'■■■. 444 

Pharaohs, their conquests . 219 
Pharisees, patricians of the 
state . 280 

judged by Jesus Christ , 281 
seven s|)ecies of them . 281 
Philip the Fair, of France, his 
conduct towards the Tem- 
plars . . . .381 

fixes the x>ope at Avignon . 382 
Philosophy of History, defi- 
, nition of . ■ . . . . 65 

an essentia! part of divinity . 275 
right comprehension of . 389 
I'Mlosophy of Eife, Schlegers 
lectures on . . .61 

Phoenicians, cause of their 
migrations . , .80 

religion of . . . f 173 

their sacrifice to ]^!oloch . 200 
their kindred with the He- 
brews .... 205 
Pindar, his odes . . * 240 


Pisistratus, liated by the Athe- 
nians .... 231 
Plato, his lumlnmis manner . 153 
derived Ins doctrine from the 
Egyptians . . .166 

his inquiries an exception to 
Greek intellect . , 242 

liis notion of resnhiiseence . 243 
opinion of the Sophists . 244 
Pliny, the younger, his report 
of the Christmrm to Tnijun 272 
Poetry often nearer the truth 
than vulgar analogies . lOU 


of the Hindoos . , . i9I 

its charueterisiics . .191 

Persian .... 239 
of the middle age . .373 


its national character . . 470 

Poland, incorjK>rated with 
other European nations , 355 
penetrated by tiie Sodnians. 415 
Political events form but a part 

of history. , . .68 

knowledge of, not a complete 
science .... 68 
idolatry of their state the 
fundamental error of the 
Homans .... 266 
Poly-andry, prevails in Buddh- 
ist nations , . . 135 

not known in China . ,135 

Polygamy, injurious effect in 
Mahommedan nations . 135 
in India, niitigatctl . .145 

Polynesia, not to he considered 
a subject for history . 109 
Polytheism of the Greeks and 
Indians . . . .153 

Poinpey, his ■war 'with Cmsar . 262 
Popes, superiority of Leo and 

Gregory .... 333 
their influence in Italy . 335 
their contests with the Em- 
perors of Germany . .381 

their residence at Avignon . 332 
two elected .... 382 
immediately prior to tlte He- 
• fonnatioii . . . 397 . 

Portuguese poetry . . , Id 

Pow’er, cause of the systent of 
the balance of . . . 138 
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Pracrit language, compared 
with the Sanscrit , , 140 

Pnetoriuns, their intiiience . 203 
Pre-cxisteijce of llie soul . 243 
Priests in India, lioreditaiy . 148 
ih’inting, known to the Chi- 
nese . . . . *, . • 120 

Protostantisin, the work of man 411 
its duration no proof of its 
divine origin . . , .411 

its spirit . . . ' 412 

its mighty historical effects 414 
estaWfslied in Scandinavia , 416 
introduced in England . 417 
its final triumph there . 417 
its influence in Holland and 
the Netherlands . . 418 

penetrated France . . 420 

its divisions in Germany . 471 
period of its preponderance 
there . ^ - 472 

Providence, liis visible guid- 
ance. . . . . 390 

X^nissia, converted to a secular 
duchy . . . ^ . 403 

Fsamraetichus, dissaflectlon in 
his reign .... 222 
employed Greek soldiers . 222 
Pythagoreans, their design . 154 
derived their doctrine from 
the lygyptians . . .166 

their thictrine similar to 
Plato’s . ^ . ^.244' 

Ramayana, great Indian epic 
poein . , , . ISO 

Rationalism amongst Catho- 
■ lies . .. ■ 403 

political, defined . . 247 

Reason, what it is . . .164 

predominates in the Chinese 1 65 
Reformation, its commence- 
ment . , « . 384 

how pronn)ted , . .401 

its total rejection of tradi- 

dition .... 402 
its revolutionary turn , * 403 

a barbarous era . . . 409 

ought to have been a divine » 
one ... * 410 

m extraordinary revolution 41 1 


I Regeneration of society . . 46S 

j how to be effected . , 468 

Religion, the only safeguard of 
the civilised world . .461 

Remusat, translation of a Chi- 
nese novel . . .120 

, infused new life into the 
study of Chinese literature 126 
opinions of Chinese writ- 
ing . . . . . 126 

literal Chinese translation . 130 
praises the Buddhist Moguls 135 
proves the false phiiosopliy 
of the Buddhists . . 136 

Republics, kindred with mo- 
narchy . . . . 248 

Revelation, no secrecy in it . 456 
Revolutions in Germany . 35 
in France . . • • 436 

conflict of European nations 
which sprang out of it .436 
looked upon as a religious 
war . . . . 436 

created a chasm . . . 437 

extended throughout Europe 453 
produced a war of tweiity- 
one years . . . 453 

Rhode’s Primitive History, 
SehlegePs review of . . 35 

Bodolph of Hapsburgh, restored 
order to the German em- 
pire . . . . 380 

his election to the crown . 380 
Romans, their mythology, 
rude and simple . .251 

their titular deities . .251 

their reverence for their 
■ city . , . , . . ■ . 251 

their character , . . 252 

their hatred to kings . . 252 

their ideas of government . 253 
their early simplicity . 253 
their fondness for agricul- 
ture .... 254 
their unshaken constancy . 254 
their gradual conquests ,255 
wars with Carthage, &c. . 255 

give freedom to the Greeks . 257 
their footing in Asia . .257 

the third Punic war . .258 
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tlipir civil wars ■, , ^58, 
war with Milhriihiics * * 260 

liumcH uf the eirtnis * ■ • 260 

thei*’ erH.‘r|?y in conquest. ,• 261 
HceiuluusncHS of their man- 
ners . . . 261- 

their pwtrj . . , , 263 

sniKifiorUy of their historic 

. ♦ . . ..263 

their study of Greek pMlo- "• 

. sopiiy , ■ . .' . 264' 

their juris pnidence . . .-264 

their fundamental error . * 266 
tlieir tronnesion with the 
Germans . . , 3t|l 

their descriptions of Ger- 
many . . . . 302 

invoked the aid of Genseric 
against Alaric . * 306 

Roman empire, its extension 
under Augustus . .267 

third fmimlation stone of 
Christianity . . . 289 

commencement of Its de- 
cline , * . .293 

right of succession to it . 293 
excursions of tlie northern 
, triiws . . . ■ 294 

its gradual dissolution . 295 
ruined by internal discord . 306 
its later governors . . 307 

its corruptions irremediable. 311 
important to Christianity ,311 
could never have become a 
Christian state . . 467 

Rome, the seven pledges of its 
duration .... 251 
deided by the Romans , .251 

a school of war . . * 254 

its disputes with the new By- 
zantine court * . . 305 

Rousseau, his opinion on 
savages , . . .93 

his eloquence . . . 452 

his philosophy . . . 453 

Russia not comparable with 
China . . . 5^113 

received Christianity from 
the IJyzantines. , . 356 

exempt from the infinence of 
Protestantism , . . 416 


Russia under Peter the Great . 444 
Its artitida! dvlliwitioii , 444 
groundwork of its iiioderii 
civilisation . . , 445 

extension of its religious 
lilicriy .... 448 
its strength dependent on its 
religion .... 460 
Russian Church, Its scfparation 
from the Greek Patriarch . 444 
Saeontala, drama of . .185 

translated by Sir W* Jones . 185 
Sacrifices, human . * .95 

of the Fhoeoidans . . 200 

of the Druids . . .201 

Salsette and Pllephanbi, tem- 
ples of . . 17S 

Sanchya philosophy . .182 

censured as atheistical . . 183 

a system of dualism . .183 

its second part, the Yoga 
philosophy . - ,184 

Sanscrit literature ... 7 

s:xjiety for its investigation . 8 

its connexion with the Bible 8 
stmlied by Scblegcl . . 9 

classical language of ImJia . 1 40 
spoken in the Upper Ganges 14! 
similar to Greek and Latin . 19 1 
affinity to tlie German and 
Persian langmiges . ,191 

Saracens, tlicir war with 


Christendom . . .367 

Savages, example drawn from , 72 

many of them superior , 93 
Rousseau’s opinion . . 93 

Savage state, not the original 
state of man . . .83 

Savanarohi, headed a political 
revolution . . . S9S 

Saxon emjHU'ors, their first age 
a happy one . • . 357 

their excursions to Rome and 
Italy .... 358 
i Saxons, their ancient terri- 
j tories .... 302 
j their emigrations . . 303 

iSchamous .... 138 
'MielHng’s pbilosopliv of na- 
j ture , . . .130 

: philoso^jhy . . . iJi 
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ScMller, character of his 
“ lliirty "i’ ears’ War” , 422 
Sclilegel’s (A. W.), exposition 
of the Maha-Barata . ,181 

comparison of words , .192 

(W.) his birth ... 2 

on the Austrians . . .34 

(C- A.) studies in Sanscrit . 2 

Schiegd, Frederick von, family 
of . . . , . 2 

his birth and education . 2 

his visit to Dresden , . 3 

his fondness for the Olympic 
marbles , . . . 3 

commenced his literary ca- 
reer . . . . . 3 

essay on Greek poetry . 3 

two treatises on Grecian wo- 
men , ■ . . , . 4 

on Ctesar and Alexander . 4 

his works on the Greeks and 
Romans . . . , 5 

history of Greek poetry . 5 

resolves to study Sanscrit , 9 

repairs to i*aris . . . 9 

studies under De Langles 
and Ghezy ... 9 

lectures on metaphysics, &c. 9 

writes on tlie Portuguese and 
Provencal poetry . . 10 

his letters on Christian paint- 
ing . . . . 10 

letters on Gothic arcliitec- 
ture . , . .12 

embraces Catholicism . .12 

Ins conversion hailed with 
enthusiasm . . * 14 

attacked by Yoss • .17 

his work on the Indians and 
an analysis . . .1$ 

his lectures on modern his- 
tory at Vienna , . 22 
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become the allies of Rome . 306 
Vasa, Gustavus, separates 
Sweden from Denmark . 416 
Vedanta philosophy, set forth 
in the Maha-Barata . 181 
explains the Ve<las . . 188 

a system of Pantheism . 189 

Vedas, only read by the Brah- 
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i OoMey’f History of the Saracens 

Revised and completed, Farimit, 

Fercy’s Belitnes of Aacieat Kogl&li 
Poetry. E-prlnted from &e Original Eli- 
I ton, and Edited by J, ?. In 

avofe, 

' BMlip d« Commiiiei, Komolrt of 

! containing the Hiatoitei of Ionia XL and 
Gharles fllL, and of Charfe® tb® Bold, 
Duke of Bnrgnndy. To wMcb Ii added, 
The Scandalous Chronicle, or Secret 
Hiatoiy of Jbonis XL Portrait, In 
: ■ 3 TOlS. ■ ■ . . 

. PiatarcMs laves. By G, Long and 
A. SxEivAET. Tofe. 1 and 2 ready, 
Eoetry of America. Selections from 
soo American Poets, from 1776 — xSyd. 
Edited by W. J. Liktow. PariraiL 
j Banke’sHiitoryef toe Fopi. Trans- 
1 feted by IsX Footsbu In 3 vofe 
' Baake’s »®rrm mi tit Seniaa 1#^ 

! folntioa. 



M0MW8 VAMlom MMSABIMS. 


Seynolda' (Sir Iosliia| liitsrsrf 

Works, Pttr^aiL :in 2 Toll. 

Siciiter (Jean Paid Ir.) Levma 

md Autobiography, With Memoir. 

— — liower, ■ Firtiili and lliorn 

Pieces, A .Novel, 

Eowoe^i Zif& md Pontileate of 
hm JLf with the Copyright N&tm, md an 
Index. Fartraitu, In 2 toIs. 

life of Iiorenjgo do ICedioi, 

with the Copyright Notes, &rc, Fortran. 

Sassla, Sisftory ©f, by Wiltek .E,*' 

iCjU¥* Fmriraitin In 2 vols, . .. 

£cMller*i Worku, Translated Into. 

Hirtgllfth. In 6 vois, 

ToL 1. Thirty Years* War, and Kevoll 
of the Netherlanda. 

WoL 2, GmUiimatim of the Kevolt 
of the Netherlands; Wallenstein** 
Camp ; the Ficoolondni ; the Death 
of Wallenstein ; and WiMam Tell, 
VoL 3. Bon Carle®, Mary Stuart, Maid 
of Orleans, and Bride of Messina. 

Voi 4, The Bobbers, Flesco, Lot® and 
Intrigue, and the Ohost^'^eer. 

TO. 6. Poems, Translated by Edgas 
B owaroo, C.B. 

Vol, 6. PMlosopMcai Letters and Ms- 
thetical Essays. 

— Correspoadeac© witE OoetEe, 

translated by L. Dora ScasiiTz. 2 vols. 

8chieg®F« FhllosopEy of Lif® aad 
of Language, translated by A, J. W. Mon- 
siaon. 

History of Literatax®, M.- 

dent and Modem. Now first oompietely 
translated, with f^eneral Index. 

Philosopky of ,Hi»tory.^ 

'TriMlated by J. B. JEtoiiaxsosf. , Fortran, 


SchlegePs ■ Hmmatio ; LitemthLre, 

Translated. Fortrait. 

Modem History . 

1 JEstEetio aad Kisc^llaaeOME 

WorlEs. 

SEeridaa®® Bramalio Works aai. 

Lifa F&riratt. 

SismoEdPi Literattof® of tEi Smth 

of Europe, Translated by Eoscoe, JPor* 
traits, m 2 toIb. 

$iaitE% CMam) TEeory of tEa Moral 
Sentiments; with his Essay on the First 
Fonnatioa of Langnagea, 

SmytE^f (Professor) Beotarei m 

Modem History. In 3 yola. 

Lectures on tEeFraaeEH®- 

volution. In 2 vols. 

itum’s Morning Commuidags witE 
Cod, or Devotional Meditationfl for Efei'j- ■ 
Day to the Year. 

SnHy, Memoirs of tEe Buko of, FHma 
Minister to Henry the Hreat Fortraits, 
to 4 vols 

faylor’s (BisEop Jeremy) Holy Lining 

*nd C^lng. Portrait. 

Thierry’s Conquest -of 'feiglaad fey 

the' Normans. Translated by Wumais 
H&znm. Portrait. In 2 vols. 

Hlrici iBr.) Shakespeare’s Dramati© 

Art, Translatedby L. D. ik'iiniite. 2 voE, 

ITasarito Livei of the Painwijj 
Sculptors, and Architects. Translated by 
Mrs. Foster. 5 vola 

Wesley’s (John) Life.. By toBEBx 
SouTHRY. New and GomoVte Edition. 
Doable volume. With Portrait. 6s. 

WEeatley- on 'tE® 'Book of Coimoii 
. Bayer, MmMspim, 


historical LIBRARY. 

21 VoU, at Bs. emh^ ' 

Zfelyn^s Diary and Correspoadenci. r Jesse’s Memoirs of ih® Preteatos 
mrntram wM mmmm ForPraits, \ Adherents., 6 p&rtmtts. , , 

in 4 «!», ; '|luge.ntk ' (Lord) ^ KemorMi of 

Pepys* Diary and Correspondence, i Hampd^ Wi Party, and iiiaes, la 
Mited by Lird Beaybrooks. ,'V?iiE. Notes. . ‘ Portraits, 

im portent Actdittoim, tacludmg aumerout^ Sfenckland’s (BgaOS) LiY®S Of thO 
IsUsiim. Mustratedwithmany Portraits, i i^eeas of England, from -he Korman 
la 4 vols. Conquest, from offlcM recorck md 

K«ttOi«l of the Heign of the , authentic doc,maeats, private tod pam, 
with ■ lae TOls. 

«diier«a Jtoto, ffpmrn^t^mP&rtrm- — — Xdft.ofMaiyQn^ 

la 3 vols, ■ ■ ; 3 vote* 
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OO.I.I1EGIATB ssaiEG: 


B^naldioii'i Thsatw of the 0?^dks. 
llltislmtoi With ajiil nv.* 

mertaiH W^oorlcuts 

Xelglitki'^i Classical Mytkolaijf. 

Kw li:4iti<in.. i.li-Vi^i-4 fef, Lt, L. 
Bl'HMWz. WItfa 12 f\mm. 

Ki»4otii| fumer’s W,) 

Moim to. Willi Map, 'te 


Herodotus, 'Wlitelor*! Aatlyai* aad 

'jlltittOiff of, 

fliticy<ild©«i Whmit^i Anaiyila ol 
liiiW TMtoimt (Tk«) m Urtoij, 
FV.xt, wltls tilt fcw iu^ti of 
Mill aod P*,mlle^ f?t*fntsi*C!«'d, 

a i>iiiQiI latraluf'ifjjTi (Uid Cbri«*j»i(«kAi 
ifftblea. fae-i>imi>Jt £if ixu^k MSS. 
m, nd.; or wiih Letiauii, &:* 
Soimrateif* 2s, 


PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 

11 rdt. a£ St. mcspiin^ i&m maHMl tdkemiM, 


CmW$ FMlm^>phy of Hit Mmm»» 
% Cl. H. JUrwis. 

Bmper ( 1 . W.) A Hlstoiy tf th® 

ldteil«ctaa! Ik^vekipmmf-*^ JSompe. By 
JOER WeLLIAIS IlltAFRE, Mjl, LL.IX A 
Hftw Bdltioo. tbomagWy 'itevlwd by ■ tlie 
Ailhcr. 'iii 'Smlii.. 



Xantk CtriMfUt of :Pi2r® Beasasi, 

I’ritaslated.'by J, M. B. Mrhclmohr, 

logie ; or, Hi® of lufort&co. 

A Popular MaimaL By J. , . 
Hiller's (Frofetsor) Hiswry FMloso- 
■phicallf ooMldered. ia 4 woii< 3f. 6c3. 
each. 

f ennemaaak Kattiial of tk® Hiitotf 

otPMlwopiiy, CJtottttoedbyd. E.Mosisli,. 


ECCLESIASTICAL AND THEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY. 


IS Vais* at Bs. mdif exciting ikme nmriked a&£ni>im. 


Mlmk (F.) An latrodactioa to tlie 
Old* Vmtmient, by FeI'Rohich Bleek. 
MIted by Johann Blkf.k. Adolf 
Kampkauseh. IVaB-'iatt-d from tbe Ger*- 
mtm by G. ,H. Venahles, mider ■ the 
sxi|>erYis{oR of the Eev. E. ^enables, 
CkrKEi of Liaoola. Mtw is^itloiL In 2 
■YOlS.'"' 

ISadBiiigrwortii"! Btligioa of Fro- 

tofteti. 

XusoMti*’ Secltiiastieai Histo*^. 
Wtlli loteA 

Hardwields History of tke AttMon 

: : i8'aAled: &&;riei,of , 

IkmmmtB fmm a,d, iS3fS m a-j>. ibis, > 
Togjetlter witb Etastratltnis from Contem- ,. 
miaiy Bfinrtm, K aw Is^feoR, revised by 
»©'?, F, Pbocteb. 


; Henry's (Mattkew) ComsasntaTy m 

I the Pialtiis. f¥t*«w5roMir fUuitraiim** 

■ Fearson on tbe Creed. New Editooa. 

; With Analysis and Holes, 

■ PMlo Jndseost Works of ; the con- 

iemporary of J«eplai». TrmiliSwi bj 
C. D. Yongfi In 4 vola. 

! Socrates* Ecolesitttiml History* Im 

continuation of Ensehim With the H ot ea 

of yjdaBiiiiA 

MmlmlmUml Hiitoiy, 

temi AJ>. as4“440 : And lh« Ecclestestittl 
History of Hiiloatoilflw. 

Tfeeodoret and Itagriifif. Eftlesias* 
ttcal H!stori«, fjroa ajd. ‘33*2 to a.d, *21 
and from %.r». *81 to A.r- 544. 

Wieselerk ChroEologiMl Syao|iais ol ' 
the Fimr Gostwl'^. Tnnuilawl tjy CJaioN 
Tenablss. Hew Eiition. rtviisiU. 



BOHN’S VASIOOS BXBBABISS. 


AKTIQUAEIAN LIBEABY. 

35 Volg. at 5s. each. 


E«4i®i Eccltiiailic&i History, safi 

sfea Auglo-Saxuia Gtetailciia. 

lo©liiii8*i €oiia&lala 0 a of 
pljy, la AaijItHSaxoii, wiii» ttie A. S. 
Melreg, Bid jm TrwiilatiaB, hj 

tli« Itev. S. to* 

Braad*« yopaiarAatiqcisies ©f laf«- 
iaitd, Scoliand, 4ad Ireland* 
in 3 tola 

ffkroaielei ©f tlie Crusader*. 
ol.i)avt8«,,Sioff»y,d® Vlmof, hatA thi 
Jc to villa 

Dyer’s Britisli Popular Cfustomisf 

iind Paat. An Account of the 
various Games and Custojns associated 
with diiTereiit days of the year. By the 
Eev. T. F. THiSiiLXOir Dyes, ,M.A. With 
Index, 

Early fraTeli ha, Palestm#* WEli- 
bald, Siewulf, Beijjaiaia of TQd<3la.,M&ii'> , 
ievlllej i.A Brocqaiere, and .,Matmdrell| 
all xmabridged. Edited by THoaiiAi 
Weight. 

IMisto Early SEglisil .Metoical. E§« 

13i«h;i«. ■ Jtevii^d by J. 0. Haj:.&iw,bm.. 

Ftof«sae® of Worcester’s Ckroniel®, j 
with the Two^Ckmtiniiattons : eompnsini? j 
Anoals of Eagiiab. History to th® Betga o; j 
iklirewt L 

0esta Eomauorum. 

Ha Eh Hoofeh, B.A, 

Siraldu* Cambrattik’ Htetorkal 
Works : Topjgraphy of Ireland ; History 
of llie Continent of Ireiamlj Itlaemry 
through Wsa«; and Dsscriptioa of Wales 
With &d«3L miU4 by Thos. Wmmf. 

SttEty of Exmtmgdoato History of 
the Engifeto from iae Homan invasion to 
Henry IL ; with the Acts of King Stopkas, 

. Ag»' 

Iiigttlpli’* 0!irotd©!t of the Abbey of 
Cro.vliUid, with the ConttanatiioM by Peter 
of Blois and other Wil.t«w. By H. T. 
Bulky, 


Aawik BatHas of lit Britisb Jfayy. ! 
Bevised snd antorged* Mmmrmm pm | 
£WMii, in 'i Yols. , I 

AndatMEk Bnnisb lifttdi mi 
Fairs' Talm With m»f T»i« iwl to my 
Gtlmr a ilMon. Tnyastoted by Cawlihi 
. PEACifEY, HW FtwIJiiiiTainfSf f* 


Fairy Sylbotegy, Fr^ii- 

UtjHme by . Urvdimhm^, 

Lepsilisto Letters from Egypt, StMc- 
ipito,.an<l the ^Eaiitoanla of ..Sinai 
Malletto Hortbem totiqtdti®!. 3| 
Bishop Feecx. With m Atetr«t ol ihn 
' ■ lyrbigsia Saga, by Shr Walke lifffJW* 
;F4dit4^A\V J..A, .BLACaiWSLL, .. 

Mareo foloto TxeyoIs. The ‘rraas^ 

■ ■ latlon of .Wamden, Edited by fEOitta 
■ , Wright. 

Hattbew Paris's Chxoaiclt* Iia -I vols» 

^ Fsest ■ Section ; Koger of WendovaFg 

■ . .Flowora of ,En.gliBh- History, ’teOBS ' thf 
\ Iteseent of, the .Saxons to 4.i>. 12S0* 

. ■'Transiated by ihr. Gmss. la 2 yoIs. 

■ Escono Seotioe :■ . From 1336 to .ISIS. 

With Index to...tli© entire Work. ..la 
Svols. 

Matthew ef ' Wastmiasteri's Fl0we» 

. of Hlstoiyi esped.al!y finch m retofei to th® 
aftoimof BriMni teA.n. iSCL. Xtehslated 
by C. D. Yomm. ^ 2 wols. ^ ■ 

drdericus ¥italis' Etoteiiiasricai Hii- 
■■ tory of Ptogtod ..and Normandy. , Traas- 
kted with ■ Hot®,, by T. Foewses, .M»A. 
In 4 vola. 

Patdfs' (Dr. S.) life of Alfret tM 
Bnmt Translated .from the German, To 
which is appended Alfred’s Anglo-^axoa 
■vorsioa of Grosnifi, with a literal Transla* 
tion, and an Anglo-Saxon G-rammeur and 
Gh^ary, 

Ecger De HovMemk Asmals ©fftig- 

^Ush . History .5 from 'A.£>. 132 . to A.H. ISM. 

■ 'Edited by ,H. T., Ei,U£y. to 2 voIe. , 

Slit .01i luglieb Cbromcles, ?ii. 
■Asserts life of Alfred, and C&iwiicl« 
•;of 'Etb®lw©id, SlidAs, Nonnlns* Geoffrey 
.' of Monmouth, md ittchaxd of Qrsa- 
. center, 

WUHam ©f Malmesbwyk Cliroairii 

o! the Eings of England. TmmlMledfcy 

Shabfk; ■ 

Yiilt-Tid® Itortei. A CoilectK^c of 
.ScandiiisTian ‘rales and Trad! iioms, fSdllM 
'1^ B.THOBFBi.. ‘ 


Oriaad© Fidiwi. la Eog- 
■ -liah Perm By W. a Eew®, ftirfw Jiii 
' in 2 vois. 

B-ccasteiBk Cage mi Cbaiahw BWi» 

■■ .indneitog Sweet^s Warbtori. EnUrgi^ 
edition. Mumerma pIMm, 

'■ . V All other ©d!tioaaM»«Wdte4 

■: the pkdm cGimreS, 7f* S'd 
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I 
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Edited by Wtk- 


ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY. 

54 TaU. €U 5». excepting those marked otherwise. 


A €ATAmmM OF 


Boacimi'i mi it# Paiacei. 

Si«*w wl^iiao. r«i?i84!4 mi waaukr^Wl ' 
eaifirgw! l>yi,li te mitiw* $M Hat®®. • 
of Wi 

Silier't fiadibran., Wili Tarioram ■ ^ 
A , ami » Indm.. ' 

■HaIM bj Hswri Q, Bom. bmn-' ■ 

fiftti mk^'mkm. ' 

oj*^ /tarlto* HMraM with 
Q2 f'miUm Pmtr^i&t, Ixl 2 Wii. 10*. 
0»lt«rm0ls'i j&rettiag's at BMdoa 
Hill 24 miuittU rn&mmnffs m Stml, , 
frm Aswpw hn kimmf tte l,jett«rpriai -' 
tSf t&e KaWWISihi I)» G*.BAWILtA. 

0Mim, Pic»nal, Be«criptwei and 

lilatoriMl srlth aocae Aaaauni of Am »ad 
tlii Bitinae«, Sim, aad Aiiim, 

IW iHmitratiam- 

0 raik'i ( 0 . B.) i^itdt of KaowMgi ■ 

ii»d«r fMfflcnltiei, Oiostmfceii Aneo- 
iSatfi® and Memoir®, iie?to©d Mifioa. ■ 

l^ailwIiAakA tkxm ikmmm sad a 
l.l«!i»©it. A Sertea of Tale®, mik SO M 
mmmm hvf 

Croiksliaak’s Pimcli aad la%* 

Whii 2'1 ll'lustratloas. Sf* 

Bftaw* i’wuiKiwitti oy L €L WsiaHT, i 
HJl Hew ISdItloKt# careMly iwtdied* ' 
Btwtwti €md 34 MmtmMem m SM» « 
ixfi» FteafwMm i 

IMdim'i Historj of ClirMaa Airt , 
In the Middle lg««. From the French, i 
E7|»o«tr<i* if 1®<’« miUm Sn^smmiftgt* | 

Bjor ^T. H.) fho ffistory of Bompoii 5 > 

itiBttlldinpwid Antlqalliei, Anaccomit ; 
of the 0ty, with a full de.'scriptfon of the : 
BeimtoBi *md m lttoer«y tor ¥isitors, 
»:kllted by T, H, Bra* Lua IKia- : 
Irtflod wUk fmrt^ SOO Wmd JTwpmtH 
in^ft 4 hxrgiS Mctp, and a Plan of the 
. A Haw &iition, revised and " 
broiiffbt down to ISM. fx. 6<l. 

<3il Blaa, The AdtreEtoxei ol 24 ■ 
^ngrmm 0 m Biml Smirked md 

10 muMna* fm ^mrge fihmik$hmlk, 6*. 
0rljtnm^© Oammor 0rethel| oor, 0er» 
KtM Fairy I'&iea and Foptilar 'Stories. ■ 
IVinslateo hy Eooab Tatijob. Puwerom 
WMCtettl* dy ffrmkshamk. 3*. 8d. 

Eolbila^s B&noe of Beath, mi Mbit 

Ctetii. WpmmU IM hmuti- 

rnigramd te with 'Intoo- 

doctton tad Bwaipdoat ly 11%. late 
fAawas Docrcw and JPr, T. F, tonis. :'• 
tmi*. tei 

&iritfa Cll«yi fietorM Galsnte* 

nf the .Seanwni, fembodytag the whole ui ■ 
iitoiQ*s Caknte cd' Halme. 0/ 

imMigm&kigA 

~~ CMittf «i&id Wiliam) ' 

©rinislishiaidFor^gaWfe. 

^ftM Bn0rmin>^. 
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India, Pictorial, BesonptiTt, amd 
HtitortMl, Irotti llie Fariirot I’lmei. 
ward# of IfW Jim Xngrmmgi m Bbod,^ 
and a Map, 

Jested Aaecdotii of New Hi- 

lion, with large Miditlora iWiiiema Mm 
M*mdcfii*a 0 t€r Barm^,Bmmc'k,m^oiktri, 
— ; or, toilA th$ mMit^ 0 / 34 
Ar>%l|<-JtiiS#Vwi BteM Bnpratdngi. f*. W. 

Katnra! Hiitory of lE^eeioui 
Stone®, and of the Precitnjs Metal*. lf#A 
miWMTWrt BttidrttUfrrm. Price ft*. 

Haturai History of ftsmi 

. or Becoratuve Stonw, Mmtrakid, 

6#..' " ■ ' ' ■ ■ , .. , ... 

Handbook of Sagmvod Goms. 

MnSy iiluMraird. 6«. 

,ptto^» Scnptni^ laada and Bibles 1 
Atlas. M Map*, bamt^idl/g m 0 W»iid m* 
Stadt wi.th a Oonsnltmg Index. . ' 

? with the maps cdmmtif 7«, 6«i. 
Kmaiimoher^s ParaMos. Timslated 
fir®m the temm Fodp 'lUmtrsdlmi Os 

Iiiad»ay*i (Xord) Bettors on Xteypt, 
Mom, »Bd the ..Holy 'land. . Hew Iffitioa., 
anlarged, bemd^td MngFaih' 

Inyt, oikIS M&0. 

Iki%e’s Portraitfi of Blnstricws B«r- 
itonagei of 0mat Britain, with Memcdrs. 
Tm Smdred and FoftitaMi, «ta- 
prmedm SUeh 8 mla 
toagf©lo^w*s Poetliml Works. 

page Sngr&vingit bn SirMi 
FmUr md nman, and a PorbraM* 

Of ^without iUustratims^SsSi, 
Prose Works. 16 paas Mr^ 
ffratiings by Mrket Fmter, .da, . : 

London's flfirs.) EntertainiBg Hater- 
alist, R«ivi.8«i by W. S., DAiniA F*l*3, 
With marlg sno Wmiauts, 

Karryat’i Hasterman Beady; or^ 

Ihe Wreck of the FariSe 03 MWdmUs, 

m.m, ■ ■ ■ 

Poor Jack. WiB 16 Mn$- 

tratims^ £mi 0 iJt bf 0. Htoi/leM* 

SJL, 3s, M. 

Mksion; or, !a Af- 
rica. (Written for Yoan# People.) i&rt* 
frtftod by BBhmt rntd 3 *. &I 

Pimte; and Wiree Cutters. 

Mew Edition, with » Memoir of the 
Anthor. With 8 .Sftoel Mgmoimg*, fnm 
IkmeingB Im ri'. S.A 3* M, 

— Privateer* - Man Ca® Hwi- 
drtd Tear® ago. Might Sngratf^i on 
md afkr SMkmrd, 3#. M. 

Setters in Canada. Hew 
»M«i. fim Bmddmffi fif MBm t 
ami Mild 3#.8<L 


VAMm'm'-MMMAEms. 


Maweii'i ¥ietories ©f WsUmgloii 

aadtlie Brittol Annies, Bngravmg*, 

Moltael AaMlo sad Eaplrn®!, tiieir 
Ii?as and Worla. By Bdppa and Qua- 
xBmiaBniQsOTCfSr. IW : 

m BUM* ^ 

of &» Anglo-Sax- ; 

OM. Written in ampniitf style, on tfa© ^ 
of Sharon Trailer. Por^mit .-j 
A|/>eA -2%> of toon 13' I 

dcsiwaU JSngratmgi m SUM* 

Milton** Poetical Work*. Witk a i 
Memoir ly James MouTGOMEir, Toim's ■ I 
Verbal Index to all tiae Poems, and Ex- j 
planatory Notes. WiUt 1:30 Mffrmrif^g ■ 
hy 7%(>m^p»on cmd o&usrM, fnm Sramingi 
^ W. Marvey* 3 vola. 

VoL 1. Paradise Ijost, . complete, witi i 
Memoir, Notes, and index. I 

Voi.3, itoadise Kegained, raid other 1 
Poems, with Yerbal index to all toe 1 
' Poems. ■ 

Kn€i©*s Britlak MrdS'. Eevised by 
W. C. I* Mabph?. J^ty4m Figmrei mi 
I FMa if Mggt, to 3 vols. 

«l or, toj^A pMm eolmredt 
Hi* 0d5. per voL 

Waml and Military Heroes of 0roat 
Britain ; or, Oalendar of Tlctory. Being a 
Eeoord of British Valour ana Oonqnest 
by iSea and Land, on every day In toe 
year, Itom toe time of William toe 
Ctoqaeror to toe Battle o! lahermann. 
By Midor Joasra^ B.M., and Iden'tenant 
P. a lfiooi»4B,E.M, Tmuty-fim Fw- 
imiu* $t* 

MifiOlM** HiJitory of the Jesuits j 
their Orlpdin, Progress, Doctrtnei, and 0e 
signs. i%M! Fartmiii qf Xeyolo, LminU, 
zlavUff Mryia^ Aoqmnimf Fire 
9ft4 F^ &emgwfmU, 

Betrarf^** BO'imets» and otkior Foems, 
Tiirtlated into EngHsh Verse, tovarloas 
hands. With a Life of the Poet, hy 
Ttokas Ck»Biwi. 

Pick«dng*i History of the Eaees of 
MBXt, with an Analytical Sync^jsis of the 
liatnml HlBtary of Man. By Dr. Ham., 
misUeOed nmmem FertrtiiU. ' : 

7 s.Sci* 

An 8»c^«Qt Edition of • wors on- 
gtoMly pahhihed at M* Bi* hy Ihe . 
AiMrtcan BoviMMimt. 

Fietorinl Handbook of Modem 0«o. 

Ipmphy, * Fojpnlar Plan, 3».ed 
Umi % ISO MgmMtm 81 jrap*. 

I or# wkk ^ mm m^r&d. 

Fope** Foo'tlsal Work*. Edited by , 
Bo am Osmmmmt, Jfummm Mh i 
s toll. 


Fopo% Homer*! lEad, Witli Intro- 
anctioa and f^otai by J, SL Watoos, M.A.- 
IlkmUmlM by the mtim ifferfes of F%m 
BeHgm^ hemMiW/y mgmmA 
Jfosa {in HhtfiBl 8m t&ie)* 

Homer** Odyttey# Hyamsg 
Ac., by other trimslators, incIiwiSng Chae- 
man. and introduction and Notes % J. b. 
WAieoH, M.A. itonwEn"! 3migm imn ■’ 
mgrmed hy Mmm* 

^ — liife. inclndiag many of bis 

Letters. By Robket Caesothiem. He-w 
SBItlomrefvteBd and entoged. 

'■ f5to jmcedmy ft mu, hm&n <» e&mplde 
am elegaM ediUm Fmkmi 

Wtr&* md WamlaMmi 

f ottery and Porcelain, and other Ob® 
Jects of Vertn (a Gnide to toe Knowledge 
of). To which is added an Engraved Lis^ 
of Marks . and Monegnams. By Hxhst 
O'. Bohk. Mimmm. &igmvings. 

; or, mimred, 10®, 6d. 
Front** (Father) Eeliqoes. Revised 
Edition. Tmnty-’One apiriUd Etchings 
by Maclise. 6s. 

Eccreation* in ■ Shooting; By 
“Cbaven.*" New Edition, revised and 
enlrageA ^ M^avi9m$ m Wood, 
Sarmsit and 9 Sngrmiif^i m BUM, m^ly 
after A. Cooper, RJL 

Eedding’s History and Description* 

of Wines, Ancient and Modem. 

Imutiful WoodrtiU* 

Eennie’* Insect ArcMIectnr*. Mm 
MdiUm. Bevised by toe Rev. J. G. 
Woon, M Jt. 

BobSnson CrasoCi With Ulnstmtion? 
hy SroOTAsn and H abvey. TweimheauU* 
/«! Bngmviv^ft m Btml, awd 14 m WmA* ■ 

. or, wiihmt the BUel iUmtra^ 

ftojw, 3#, $d, 

Borne in the Mineteenth Hentmy'. 

New Edition. Revised by the Antoor. 
Muxbtoded by 34 Sngr&vififfs, 

■ - A voIa ■ 

Sharpe’s History of Egypt, from the 

Earliest Times till the Conquest by the 
Arabs, A.n. 640. By Samtiel Shabfe. 
With 3 Maps and upwards of 400 nius-' 
trative Woodcuts. Sixth and Cheaper 
Edition. 2 vois. 

Sonthey**' Lifo of IfeisoiL With 
Additional Notes, lUmtraUd with 64 
Engravings. 

Starling** ' (Misi) Hoblt Beedi of 

■ Womesn.j or, Exampte of Pomale Courage, 
fortitude, and Vixtae. Mmftem lUuara- 
'Horn, 

itmart and Bevott** Antitnitic* ef 

Athew, and other Monnmeate of tipeeoe. 

' lUmtraUd M Tt md FMm mi m- 
mmm Woodcut** 
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M mudimm ei 


taliiof tiki Giiiii; 0r, tli® Bsiigktfel 

l^«%fe?oa8 M lltiftiii. Mmmrmg 
•iwl g .'ffM ffiTeiter^l 

\M80% J«rttai»ia tim;.- 

lAt«l law Kagilils l5»-iiaife,rtaEi 
i Wf«» of lU* Awhm Ejr X B. 

Mght M^»r%ngs m m§ M ow 

Wi)()d, % 

Walker'i Mmlf IxereisM, (k^a- 

ViuuLf SWiitL.g, 

fcsbtettiiig, S-witism^ag, kt. 

Now Fnillwi, rr^ns^ff hf 

i 'kirns, >v* nufmr'^iii 

W 0 r 4 ^rttf 

Waltoas CoMpktt -i^agter* Edltnl 

l>y Ki;ivrAi«^ Upws^rdf 0 / 

VM Ifw Mvirt^s 

i^t, mtk 26 odM^ml p(S^c 
lUmteiUmm m Stml^ l«. @4 


Wtliiagtoflj tifi Ol Fr-im th-ir m ■< 

tor^ai- lyf !%^ 

Westropps Handbook of hrohmlo^y 

2 iy-v rii'Vi.A 4 ruM dihtZ- 

tmlims. Us. fid. 

WMM'» laturai aktory cf Sel- 

bonia, Wat X^ny,. I>y HIr Vt lyjAK Jai.‘ 
2 .® u gad Etrn aiw J ivia* ls;»%. i : i 
lip 40 Alnpmnni^s^ 

; or, as^A fM p*/t>w c.ulmr€d, 

tf. m. 

Toimg, Til®, tadi'‘i look, A Ma>' 
mwlol Asia, Scivac^'* , 

gad Acc£impj?abia^*:ita, Am/,}? timkb'itd 
tToodfid 47,'ii‘ ‘rait*vf*ii «gl *«wyfli A«* 
^ «t MtM li, ft!* 

1 w^cHk 0if g(U «%>«, 9s, 


CLASSICAL LIBRARY. 

S3 Foil, <il soiX tkm marM 


JEsskylus translated iate ' 

Vwm> by A. Ew^AJiwicK. 

« — — , igioagiiy fmigkted . mi» '< 
iagUIA Pt»tf fef tm OMoaiML mil ; 
'•*——1 Apfsixdix te, Cimtaitimg ; 

ilM Emdittgtt gif an tn BapittniV wMn* i 
Ktm &tita of j&Kbfte % eiottsii i 
Ba»« 8 . W JL m. M. I 

iAJttiiiAiii IliiiMlIiatti* Bmkistf of j 

itoittft fiwttOockamattiM Trm* 

Ilf 0. i>. . f? Jl f %l«. . 6d, 

liJitmiBiiyi. fh& ftooflte tkt ! 
tepomr Mamas Aar#ta&. ‘Y'rinisMod by 
Bm hmsm, M.A« S«. 6d 
JkpuMmf tk& Golden Ass i Beatk of 

b'v^crates; Florida? and IHscuur&eoa Magic. 
To f?bldJ ii iwMed % Moiatkal Version of 
0»|^*I lad ftfotee; aotS Mm, ‘flgJse'j 
FfjmlwA 

Aristepliaiies' Bomedies. Literalij 
Trjaisiai«4 witb ISfouja gad Eittiacte broiE 
Fwm% md otiior ifeMcal VeiMoiaB, by 
W, X Hioiai % voii 
Tol h Idismums, EnSghta, CSoudE, 
Wwp, P«»ci:'. md Birds, 

T 0 I. Lysistrata, ThtwawplRirias^ 

Frc^ aad PlaSm 

Arktotit's KtMcs. Literally Tisai®- 

latrA by AmM»?oa Bbowsw, Into Classical 
' ' ' ' pjfof«or of' ICt«ir''8 <Mte«ps.. ' p ^ 

— ~ — Polities and Koonomtes, I 

TVittiikiW iJf F Wmjweid* M.A, | 

' Mitepky®^ yterallj'firaiis* | 

liWb with Hotw, AnalfiHs, FamaitBiiMoi: ■ 

Wrf Itiiox, by tec Bw. Mrv < 

i,M»MjMios3*A,«»dG«MMtaiaais 1 

Mctapliysics, T,C J>. 

as 


Axlstotle's Sktery of Animals* lu Tm 

iSooito, TraaslaU'd, witfe Note* md ladex, 
Iff Eioharb Cmmwnu*, M.4. 

©rgaisOE ; tr, Ik^ml 
tkoi* Wite Bf a.F,0vmijilJk. 

•1 Y®ls„ M» M. mcA 

Bketorie and t«tiss. Lite- 

ffilly TteUMteted, wlib iammtmttoa i|o«»* 
tbx» iud Hote» by aa CtiojalKa* 

Atkeaaeni. 1 ’lie Deipeosopkiste ; m\ 
tea Banqoat of tec Lu^td. XimwMsd 
by 0 . 1). Yowa®, B.,Jl B wli, 

08Bsar. Cotopkte, wiib the Alexan- 
driao, ASricaa, am! Spaaisli Wars, Lite- 
rally TrarjsIatM, wltb Motcs^ 

Catulltui, KbaBii, iad tke f%fi cl 
Voiios, A Idr-eraj Prose rMsalattCfis, To 
whlcb aw gcldeil Meirical Varsioia by 
Xaks, 0 ®AW‘iajft, JUQd Qtliew. .iSiTwtejV 
. pmm. ■ 

Cicero^ ©ratlosi, Literallf Trams* 
lated by G. D. ycwoi!, &A, lo 4 yoIs. 
Yol« 1. CoiLiuiBs tea OrmtioM a^inal; 

Verrea, &c.. Pmtrait 
W 0 I 3. C&tfllaa* AwMm. Agiarto: 

JUi’W, Kabirim MnranA Sfllft, te. 

Yob 3. Owttoas for bliHooss* Ftewitt* 
tedlug, Milo, Lfg^rins* Hec. 

♦ Yoi 4 * MiscttHaomwi ttetiooA md 
Bketoil€a» Works? witb Goneral la- 
de* to te® %0T voltmis, 

-«— * — ott tk® Matue of tk® Gods.., 

BlirtMtloat Fate, Law*, » Itepablk, Ac. 

Imawlfttfid by 4 B* Yoiwi, BwA.* j»d 
F, Baplaw, 


MOBWB FAMmdB lilMMABIMB. 


Ciwxo I A«ademici, Ds Fiaibw^ ani 

Bj C. D. 

IIA Wittj ‘^tetcii ®f lb® Btf^k ftiito- 

%«5 friiadsliips 
tkipW§ Ikmmt Faradoxes, M. 'IMmiiB'i 
'^ymMnd. In? K. S«. Ms 

m Ikatory mA QmUm, Bf 

X S. Wawos. m.a. 

2«tt0$tli©a«|-' OratloM. TfMislataiij 

with Nor«®. by C. UAm Kiirtmjf, la s 

?«L 1. I'fce Olyatlil«, FbIHppIc, «;rd 
oliier Pttbllc Oratioaa. 3#, 3il. 

Vol 2. On tb® Cjwwb «ted ©a tli® 1^> 

: ''l^sy. ■- . 

Vol. S. Agaliisi An* 

dratrtoa/and.ArtBtocmtaik. . .%■ . 

VoL 4, Private and otfeer Ormtloea. 

*^701. S. Miscel'laiieiO'a&. Oratictns. 
Bictiomiy ©f Latin ^notatioas, &« 
dodtog Proveribe, Ma 2 d,i£iB, Mottos, Law 
Term.6, and Pbraaea; and & Collection ol 
above 500 Greek Quotations. With all the 
t|iiaatlti©8 marked, & Inglish TrasBiatloaf, 
with Index Yerhoma. 63, 

„ Iiiitx Yerboram only, la 
Bioganet Laertins. LiTes and Opin** 
ions of the Ancient FMIo»pliers. Tsaas- 
iatol, with Ufotes, by C. I>. Iowk. 
Epietesna, .Discoui’ses, with 'Enchei- 
ridson and F'ragments. Translated with 
Hotes^ by Gbosob Lwo, M«a. 
Itiiipidea. Literally Tmnsiated. StoIs. 
Vob i. Hecuba, wmtmf.MMm, 'Hlwo- 
lytw, Aloc«t!8, Bitod», JHeraciltlie, 
fphlgenia in AnIMe, and Xphigenla In 
, laurla. 

f ol. 2. Heitniei Fuicna, TroMes, I<m, 
Androiuach®, Sup|}iiania> Heiest, 

Electm, €yclo|3€^ Mesus. ■ 

Qxmk Anthology. LitemJly Tims* 
latoi. With Metilcsal VereioM by -i^aidtosia 
Aatlaow. 

. Eomwic« of Soiiodorsii. 

Loa^is, and Achilla Tatum. 

SsroditM, A Hew and Literal 
Tr&miation, by Hisfar Ckax', MJL^ of 
Worcester WIege. Oxford. 
fioiM, IMlIttstohnSj and theognii. 
Btemliy TwnsMed, with Hotea, by d. 
Ba»», M.A. 

WmkWfB IllJid* Literally Tmn^ated, 
0 dyis«y, Hysim*, Ae. Lite-i 
mlly'TrwislajM. • 

Mimm* Literally Timslated, by 
BMAm ttawMIy f iwlsed toy in Oxoms. 
3s. M, 

liMlia, Comolttii llopoi, and Intro* 
Bltis. litwaily Tr«ik4«4 with Hole® 
ind index, by I. S. Waww, «. A . 


5 Ittvonal, f ersiw, Sttlpiei% mi La- 
' , 'ellina. % !* fivABrs, M.A With te? 
Metiisai ¥©wioo by Slfford, 

A new and Litaral TranslatloB. 
By Ihf. tettjui ofeerri. In 4 mU» 
¥®l* h CJonfcalasBooto 

Vel, 1 itooks* 9— 26v 
foL 3. Books 27-“3e. 

, . Vrd. 4* , Ifcoks 3? 10 the end ; and Index's 
Liieam^s Fhaitaiia, Tmiislat»i, with ■: 

Hotes, by H. T. Bnny, 

Lnesotitif. Literally Transkted, with 
:SJot6s, hy the ft©?, J. St WAXSKnr, M.ii 
And th® Metriml Torsion by J. M, GooB. 
Martiara Bpigramii, compiet®. Lite- 
rally Tranaktod, ISach acscom|»n.l®d by 
c«© or more Terse TraasktiooB wlecied 
from th® Works of English Poeta, «d 
other sources. With a copious Inte, 
Double volume (660 pages). 7s- 6d. 
drid*! Worlcs, eompi©!;#. LitamMy 
Translated. 3 vols. 
m I. Ihsti, Trfstla, Epistles, te 
VoL 2 . Metamorphoses. 

Tol 3 . Heroidea, Art of Love, Ac. 

■ Pladar. Literally Translated, by Daw* 
■soss W. TsTOia^’and the M©^ 
toy AjiBaH4M Mooeb. ' 

Fiato*i W©rks. -Translated by the 
Eev. H. Caet and othera. in 0 vols. 

ToL h The ApoSo® of SocraiJW, Crite,. 
Fhado, Gorgia8,Fik)kgoyM,:Ph»drQs*, 
Theaateto EnOiyphronv .lwshs^ ■ " 

Tol. 2. TheKepubl!c,Tim»m &:(Ml^as. 

- Tol. 3. Memo,' Enteydemui, Tiii, So*, 
phfst, Stotesman; ■■ OatyltM, . -PiinBii©* 
Bides, and the .Banquet 
ToL 4. Fhltebna, Ciwimitte* L««th©8,, 
The Two Aidhiadei, and Xan oteex 
Dialogues. 

Tol, 5. The Lawi, 

Vol 6. The Dontotfo} Works. With 
General ladex,. 

, Diaiogiiei, an .Analysis and 

Index to. With Eeference® to titeTtems* 
lation te Bdm'g Ck«dad lAbraiy. J^Dr 

.■'DAT,. . 

Plautns's Comediti. literattyTraias* 
kted, with Hotes, toy H. T. Kaw, 3BLA* 
In 2 vols. 

f May's Hatumi Hxstorf. f»Mlate<!i 
with CopioTO 'HotoB, by the kte Josh 
BoesKXW, M,D., F.B.S., and H. T. JStoiy, 
BJl in B vok 

Bliay the Yomager, TMe letters ol 
Mslmoth*s Translation revised. By the 
Eev. F„C. T. BosA 2 !Q,nBT, M.A. 

f ropertiiiiL Fetxoaiai, aad lolnumes 

S«3UBdn8, and Aristenaetns. literally 
Translated, and Moompaaiedby Foeflcel 
Terdons, from various »e>i£to©i, 
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fl’Tliig tit kilmcki ttikd lougituide of mrnn e» Vaiar wdWnB, wefoBy mvlaai. 3#. 

liiai»,8m ft. 6®. Xwjmkm'n Wwk%* in 3 Voi$» 


MtmW» UtogmpSij. TmisUt«(i, 

with Copioa lay W. Faxoo»*e> 

M.A», aoi a. C, BAMmroJi^ Esq* With 
givlisg ti» Andmt iM Modra 
Namei. In B voii.. 

iflttoBitts* totti ©f tk$ fweiTi 
0®»ars, «id othiK' Wor&s. Thosasoa*! 
Tniaalatkffl^ with Hotfift .ty T* 

F&msrm. 


VoL 1. The Anabasta and MemortMIM, 
Traasiafef4 with Notw, by J. a Wav- 
f won, M.A. Ajo© a 0ec«T^Mo®l CtoH'* 
mmum by W, W, Amwomm F&A.. 
FMA to. 

VoL 2. €^rnpmM md Eolteltm % 
J, 8. Watsow, MJLt md &e A 
Baim* 

Vot 3. The -Wnor Worta. Bf S. 

. Wai»m, M.JU 



Motm, I, t)mrtw» MJL 3 toll. Ite, 

ItoU(q»'«ll»aaalof*#eM6al — - Eoget’* Attmal and Vsg0- 

IIA A iinide tor the Testtirig of Matoial iaWe Fhyitoiogf. lUmtnsM, In 3 vols. 
and Artificial By & & FACit. 6*. each. 


IfW Wwl Sn§mmng$» 

BBUMJEWATEB IBEATim.-- 

Bell oa to Haad. Its MeAs- 

nliiB wad Vital Enfiovrimeote as ©irinsfiBi 

D«iga. B/nm^ SmiiedL 

------ Eihf m tli« Hi»t»ry, 

Jtastliicti of AnioiAte, Efitsd wl!& 
iy T. Rwaa 4mm. Nmmrmm 
«Ni fiaiillacmi. 

wl*. 


Carpenti/® (Br. W. B.) ZcNSlogf, A 
Systematic View of the Stroctmt, HAhtte, 
iMtincte, And Cbm, of the priacipal F«a!- 
See of the Animal Kingdom, and of ito 
chief foroiB of fomU BemMna. E«¥fe©ii 
by W. 8. BmjuAA KIaS. Ukmin^ «»& 
manf Amvired Wmd la 

2 -rote. fit. each. 

— • Kftclwaieal BMIoioplif , Air 
te>aomy»<md Horology, A foptsiiur Ex- 
positiois. iSl 


— ISI.4 m tk0 M&ptiitis©! ©f 
Ijdwml N attire to toe Hiyadlcal Oooditto 
of Mmbl 3#. 

-WtewtE'® Antrmomy mi 

Qmmi Fhy^cs. «w«ldtred with refiar* 
mm to Hatwil Theoliw* '*»• ^ 

— ffljuaytaers m tii AAaplalto 
of. ftatonwl Sattwe to tite Moral a*^ In* 


Vfig«mbi« Blij«i©Iogf ani 

Syitemattc Botany. A complete Intro - 
to Kn0w'mig$ of Ptentft. 
Berteed* oncler arraiipment with too 
Anther, by i. LAsnawsA Mi)., Ac. 
Brnsmi kmrnmi Mkutrmima: m WwC fc'. 

— Animal f hyaielogf , In p«t 

^ toe Atttoof. Ipfiwiito if 


Bomm riEmm mmmamiw. 


0k0fT«ml m Colflii. C<*taiaiii| Use , 
fttedplia of ll«trmoay moA Oootmo* of j 
Cli>l0Q», kO, tlioir to ^ Arts, ; 

Triiwiat©«i ftwm tite Wew* Ctouaas j 
aAJWKi,. Ctoly oompkte saoittoiL Emml * 

' FMm Or, witti m id 4 itfc«»l gerlei of ; 
If ]FMm te Oolom ft. f<i : 

teaeatMO^f Hiftoiy ©f MaM®, ; 
Tiwi^ted Iby Wixjmu Eotot. Wiife , 
m AjMpwidtx of the laost remartosible mi 
. ijoit wtkwti<»iW Storiea of AjMj&ritiomi, 
Dfowtt, AOd I 

pjboi^ Ixa In $ iralo. > 

Eogg^s (Jabei) of Xacpoii* | 

mental and HIstaral Philosophy, Con* i 
taming Mechanics, Pnenmatica, Hydro* 1 
staMcs, HydraalioB, Acomticas,: Optte, j. 
Caloric, Electricity, Voltaism, and Mm 
netism. ISfew Edition, cnlargect Up- , 
wmtfyefW Woodcwks* ! 

Smi’s Isitrodiictloii to Astromomf . • 

With & Vocabulary, containit^ an Expi^ j 
imtioa of iQl the Terms in present use ; 
Hew Edition, enlarged. J^nmerom JElnr 1 
, 3 t. 6 <l. , j - 

H«aMdt’s 0osmo8| or, Sketckof a ; 

Physical DeBcrtpUon of the tJnivem. 
Translated to 0. OmS . and W., ' 

Dallab, ,FJLS. ■ Mm Portrait In five 
?ola. . Si. fd each % excepting Vol» V., fi«, ■ ■ 

%* la this edition the notes are placed 
teoeath the text, EumlMjldt's analytical 
Summaries and the passes hitherto snp* 
pressed are Included, and new and com* 

. prehenaiTO'lndl«?B8 are add^^^ 

fravoli ia America. la $ 

TOls. 

Views of Hatmre; or, €oa- 

tsmplationa of the Sublime Phenomena of 
Creation. I’ranslated by El Cl Orri and 
H. €1* Bom With a complete Index. 

Huat’a f Eolikt) Poetry of Scieace ; 
or, Stinllas of the 'Physicffll Phenomenifc of 
Haiim By Professor Hcnw. Hew M* 
t!on, enlargad* . ' 

|«yc#% ieioatifle Malogaet, By I 

I)r, anwiTH. Wwmmm WmdauU. 

latroAuctioa to t&o Arts and 

Scienow. With Examination Qnestiow. 
31. M. 

Koiglit^a (Catas.) Ikowiedgo i« Pomr, 
A Popular Manml of Political l&x>aomy. 

Imtmm m Paiatimf. By fee Koyai 

Acftdemlcliinifc With Mroductory toy, 
iiii Hot« by E. Woihuk, Es^i. 
Portwte. 


UHl^i lafeodiicttea to Astroli^. 

With ntmwow Bneadaticma, by 

Hansxih* 

HaatoH''* (Br.) 0ool<#«l Ixciir* 
giems through' fee Jtole of Wight and Dor- 
setfeire, Hew Ektitfon^ by T, EopsEf 
d'oams, Es<|. Hhmerottt 

WoodmU^mfda ife^, 

Medalf of toatfoa ; 

or, Fi mt Lessons in deology and the r>tudy 
of Organic Eemains; including Gkologica! 
Excursions. New Edition, revised. Go- 
Soared Mateg, and $evmd ktmdred Imm- 
Uftd Woodcut* In 2 vols., ?«. 6d. each. 

Petrifeotaoii® aad Ifeoir 
Teachlc^ An Illustrated Handbook tc 
the Organic Remains in the British Mu* 
Eseum. Ntm&rimt Engravingt, 

«— VTohderi of :#eology; or, a . 

Familiar Exposition of Qeoioglcal Phe- 
nomena. Hew Edition, augmented byT. 
Eupert Joses, F.H,S. Colmred Gmlogical 
Map of England, Plcdts, ®w8 fmr^^ 200 
WoodsuU. In2Tols.,ir5.6d.each. 

Morpliy^g 0«,m6S of CShesi. Being 
fee Matches and beat Games played by 
fee American Champion wife Explana- 
tory and Analytical Notes, by J, lAwss* 
mAL. Forimii and Memoir. 

It contains by far the largest collection 
of games played by Mr. Morphy extant in 
any form, and has received his endorse- 
ment and co-operation. 

l^chardson’i Geology, inelEdiiig 

Mineralogy and Paleontology, Eevised 
and enlarged, by Dr. T. Wbigot. Upmsti^ 

g<feottW*8SIarfe,Plah1»,aiidMs«i; and 

KobeiPs Sketches from the Mineral King- 
dom. Translated by A. Hehehsv, F.R.S. 
GdkmrgdMapcf&m Geography of FlanU, 

Smith’s (3Py«) Geology mi Serip- 

tare ; or, The Relation between the Holy 
Scriptures and Geological Science, 

Stanley’s Classified SyiwEsis of the 
Principal; Painters of the Dutch and .Fle- 
mish Schools. 

Statiatott’s Cfeess-playerig Hsadkiol:. 

^ Ffwmrom JPre^am#^ 

ffeess Praxis. A Supplement 

to the Chess-player's Handbook Con» 
tatetog ah fee most important modem 
, Improvementa in feeC^penlngs, illustrated 
by actual Games; a revised Code of Chw 
Laws; nmd a Selection of Mr. Morphy*! 
Games in Eugland and France. Of. 
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ImeOi hf a, 0. Bom. Fart# I tw X, (A 
to 1). m,&L mek* Fait (i^t Ao- 
padiat Folim®). S«. Or to# II isarti m 
€ «Ai», Wi 
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